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WOMEN OP ISRAEL. 



INTRODUCTIOIf. 

Among tlie mauy valuable works relative to woman's capa 
billties, influence, anil mission, which in the present age are s< 
continually appearing, one still Beams wanting. The field has, 
indeed, been entered ; detached notices of the women of Israel 
the female biography of Scripture, have often formed interesting 
portions of those works, where woman is the subject ; but all the 
ftuit has not been gathered : much yet remains, which, thrown 
together, would form a history as instructiTO as interesting, as 
full of warning as example, and tending to lead our female 
youth to the sacred volume, not only as their guide to duty, 
their support in toil, theif comfort in affliction, but as a true 
and perfect mirror of themselves. 

To desert the Bible for its commentators ; never to peruse its 
pages without notes of esplanation : to regard it as a work 
which of itself is incomprehensible, is, indeed, a practice as hurtfu.'. 
as injudicious. Sent as a message of love to our own souls, 
as written and addressed, not to nations alone, but as the voice 
of God to individuals — whispering to each of us that which we 
most need ; thus it is we should first regard and venerate it 
This accomplished, works tending to elucidate its glorious and 
coDsoiing truths, to make manifest its simple lessons of character, 
as well as precept; to bring yet closer to the youthful and 
aspiring heart, the poetry, the beauty, the eloquence, the 
appealing tenderness of ila sacred pages, may prove of essential 
service. In this hope, to bring clearly before the women of 
Israel all that they owe to the word of God, all tha'. it may stil 
bo to ilietn, the present task is undertaken. 
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We are far from asserting that tliia has not bcdn attempted, 
and for tlie larger portion of the sex, accomplished before, 
Keligion is the foundation and mainspring of every work which 
has been written for the use aod improvement of woman. Female 
biograjjhers of scripture have, we believe, often appeared ; though 
the characters of the Old Testament are so briefly and imperfectiy 
sketched, compared t-o those of tbe New, that but little pleasure 
or improvement could be derived fi'om their perusaL Yet still, 
with tbe writings of Sandford, Ellis, and Hamilton before us, 
each exhibiting its authoress so earnest, so eloquent in her cause, 
with "woman's mission" marked so simply, yet so forcibly, in 
the little volume of that name, has not woman of every race, and 
every creed, all sufficient to teach her her duty and herself 3 

We would say she had ; y«t for the women of Israel some- 
thing still more is needed. The authors above mentioned are 
Christians themselves, and writ« for the Christian w jrid Edu 
cation and nationality compel them to believe that Chnstianity 
is the sole source of female excellence." To Chnstiamtv alone 
they owe their present station in the world their influence, 
their equality with man, their spiritual prortsion m this life, 
and hopes of immortality in the next. Niy more, thit the 
value and dignity of woman's character would never have been 
known, but for the reliffion of Jesus ; that pure, loving, self-deny- 
ing doctrines, were uoKnown to woman ; she knew not even her 
relation to the Eternal ; dared not look npoB Him as her Father, 
Consoler, and Saviour, till the advent of Christianity. We grant 
that the Gentiles knew it not, till the Bible became more 
generally known, till the Eternal, in His infinite metcy, permitted 
a partial knowledge of Himself to spread over the world — alike 
to prepare the Gentile for that day, when we shall all know 
Him as He is, and to render the trial of His people's faith and 
constancy yet more terribly severe. We feel neithet anger nor 
uncharitabieness towards those who would thus d(:ny to Israel 
those very privileges which were ours, ages before they became 
theirs ; and whi(£, in fact, have descended from us to them. 
Yet we cannot pas& such assertion unanswered, lest from the 
very worth and popularity of those works in which it is promul- 
gated, the young and thoughtless daughter of Israel may 
believe it really has foundation, and look no further than thu 
page she reads. 

How or whence originated the charge that Ihe law of Moses 
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lank tlie Hebrew female fo the lowest state of degradaUoii, 
placed her on a level with slaves or heathens, and denied her all 
mental and spiritual enjoyment, we know not : yet certain it is 
that this most extraordinary and unfounded idea obtains credence 
even in this enlightened age. The word of God at once proves 
ils falsity ; for it is impossible to read the Mosaic law without 
the true and touching conviction, that the female Hebrew was 
even more an object of the tender and soothing care of the 
Eternal than the male. The thanksgiving in the Israelite 
morning prayer, on which so much stress is laid, as a proof how 
little woman is regarded, is hut a false and foolish reasoning on 
the subject ; almost, in tjuth, too trivial for regard. 

The very first consequence of woman's sin was to render her 
in physical and mental strength, inferior to man ; tc expose licr 
to suftering more continued, and more acute ; to prevent her 
obtaining those honors and emoluments of which man thinks so 
much ; to restrain her path to a more lowly and domestic, 
though not a less hallowed sphere; and, all this considered, 
neither scorn towards the sex, nor too mucli haughtiness for 
themselves, actuate the thanksgiving which by our opponents is 
brought forward against ns. It was but one of those blessings 
in which the pious Israelite thanks God for all things, demand- 
To the Gentile assertion that the Talmud has originated the 
above-mentioned blessing, and commanded or inculcated the 
mora! and mental degradation of woman, we reply that even if 
t do, which we do not believe it does, its commands are wholly 
disregarded, and its abolishment is not needed to raise the 
Hebrew female to that station assigned her in the word of God, 
and which through many centuries she has been permitted, 
without reproof or question, to enjoy. Tlie Eternal's provision 
for her temporal and spiritual happiness is proved in His 
■unalterable word ; and therefore no Hebrew can believe that He 
would issue another law for her degradation and abasement. If, 
indeed, there are such laws, they must have been compiled at 
B time when persecution had so brutalized and lowered the 
inlellect of man that be paitook the savage barbarity of the 
nations around him, and of the age in which he lived; when 
the law of his God had, as a natural consequence, become 
obscured, and the Hebrew female shared the same rude and 
iav!^e treatment which wa? the lot of all the lower classes cf 
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10 THE WOMEN OF IS&AKL. 

women in the feudal ages. The protection, the glory, the 
civiliaing influence of chivalry extended, in ils fir^t estjibliah- 
ment, but to the baronial classes. We see no proofe of the 
Uumanizing and elevating influence of Christianity, either on 
man or woman, till the reformation opened the Bible, the whole 
Bible, to the nations at lai^e ; when civilization gradually 
followed. If, then, the situation of even Christian women was 
Eo uncertain, and bnt too often so degraded, for nearly fourteen 
centuries after the advent of Jesus, who his followers declare was 
the first to teach them their real position — was it very remark- 
able that the vilified and persecuted Hebrew should ha.e in a 
degree forgotten his nationality, his immortal and glorious 
heritage, and shared in the barbarity around him ? Granting 
for the moment that such was the case {but we by no means 
believe it was), if the degradation, mentally and morally, of the 
Hebrew female, ever did become part of the Jewish law, it was 
when man was equally degraded, aud the blessed word of God 
hid from him. 

The situation of many of the Hebrews at the present day 
proves this. In but too many parts of the world the Israelites 
are still the subjects of scoro, hatred, and persecution : and 
their condition is, ia consequence, the lowest aud most awfully 
degraded in the scale of man. But it is not to woman that 
degradation and slavery are confined ; as, were it a portion 
of the law of Moses, would inevitably be the case. It is the 
consequence of cruelty, of abasement in social treatment ; yet 
even here, when mind, pi'inclple, honor, all seem overtlirown 
froo such brutalizing influence, (le aflections retain their power. 

Whatever of spiritual hope, of human privileges, the word of 
God bestows on man, and to which the mind, darkened and 
despairing from the horrors of persecution, may yet be open, 
ate shared by the Hebrew wife, aud imparted by the Hebrew 
mother. 

Were it a portion of the lav/ of Moses to enslave and degrade 
us, how is it that we do not see this law adhered to and obeyed, 
as well as others claiming the same divine origin ? Neither 
Christianity nor civilization would alter or improve our condition, 
were it indeed sueh as it has been represented. The Hebrew 
ever loves, protects, and reverences his female relative; and if, 
indeed, he do not^— if he deny her all share in immortality, and, 
in consequence, thinks she has no need of religion aow, nor hope 
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hereafter, it is because ths remnants of barbarism, ignorance, 
and superstition remain, to have blinded both his spiritual and 
mental eye ; yet whatever he may be accused of believing, his 
sets deny the behef. Why is he so anxious that his wife and 
daughters should adhere to every law, attend to every precept 
which he believes the law of God ? If they have no soul, no 
portion in the world to come, it surely cannot signify how they 
act, or what they beheve in this ? Why are they blotted from 
the minds and hearts of their relatives, if, as it may sometimes 
happen, they intermarry with the stranger ? If they have no 
spiritual responsibility, no claim, no part in the law of God, why 
should they be blamed and shunned, if they desert it for another ? 
Bat it is idle to follow the argument further. The charge is 
eiSier altogether false, or based on such contradictory and 
groundless report, as to render it of little consequence, save as it 
affects us in the eyes of those who uphold, that till Christianity 
was promulgated woman knew not her own station dthc-r 
towards God or man. 

Simply to deny this assertion, to affirm, that instead of degrad- 
ing and enslaving, the Jewish law exalted, protected, and pro- 
dded for woman, teaching her to look up to God, not asasevei-e 
master and awful judge, but as her Father, her Defender, her 
DeUverer when oppressed, her Witness in times of false accusa- 
tion, her Consoler and Protector when fatherless, widowed — aye, 
as the tender and loving Sovereign, who spared the young bride 
the anguish of separation from her beloved : merely to afErm, 
that with such laws woman was equally a subject of divine love 
as she is now, would not avml us much. Ihe women of Israel 
must themselves arise, and prove the truth of what we urge- 
by their own conduct, their own belief, their own ever-acting 
aod ever-influencing religion, prove without doubt or question 
that we need not Christianity to teach us our mission — prova 
that our duties, our privileges, were assigned us from the very 
beginning of the world, eonHrmed by that law to wh h w till 
adhere, and will adhere for ever, and manifested by tli wh 1 
history of the Bible. 

A new era is dawning for us. Persecution an 1 t 1 n 
have in so many lands ceased to predominate, that I a 1 m y 
once mora breathe in freedom ; the law need no longe bo 
preached in darkness, and obeyed in secret; the e f d an 
need no longer be the vehicle of instraetion from father to son, 
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iS THE WOMEN OP ISAAEL. 

mingling witli it unconsciously human opinions, till those opi 
cions could scarcely be severed from the word of God, and bj 
degrees so dimmed its lustre, as to render ita comprehension an 
obscure and painful task. This need no longer be. The Bible 
may be perused in freedom ; the law may be publicly explained 
and preached to ail who will attend. A spirit of inquiry, of 
patriotism, of earnestness in seeking to Itnow the Lord, and obey 
Hint according to His word, is springing up in lieu of the stag- 
nating darkness, the appalling indifference, which had reigned 
BO long. Persecution never decreased our numbers. As the 
bush which burned without consuming, so was Israel in those 
blood-red ages of intolerance and butchery. In the very heart 
of the most catholic kingdom — amongst her senate, her warriors, 
her artisans — aye, even her monks and clei^y — Judaism luiftd 
uuconsumed by the fires ever burning round. The spirit was 
ever awake and active, ready to endure martyrdom, but not to 
forswear that God whose witnesses they were. Persecution was 
a crisis in our History ; prosperity the reaction ; and from that 
reaction the natural consequence was the gradual rise, growth, 
and influence of indifference. Indifference, however, has but ita 
appointed time : and Israel is springing up once more the 
stronger, nobler, more spiritually enlightened, from his long and 
waveless sleep. Free to assert their right as immortal children 
of the living God, let not the women of Israel be backward in 
proving they, too, have a Rook of Strength, a Refuge of Love ; 
that they, too, have a station to uphold, and a "mission" to 
perform, not alone as daughters, wives, and mothers, but as 
witnesses of that faith which fii-st raised, cherished, and defended 
them — witnesses of that God who baa called them Hia, and who 
has so repeatedly sanctified the emotions peculiar to their sei, by 
graciously eopjparing the love he bears us, as yet deeper than a 
mother's for her child, a wife's for her husband, having compas- 
sion for his people, as on a "woman forsaken and grieved in 
spirit." "Can a woman forget her sucking aliild, that she 
should not have compassion on the son of her travail; yea, 
she may foi^et, yet will I not forget thee," "As a mother 
comfortetli her children, so will I comfort thee." 

"Were not these relations holy and sanctified in the sight of the 
Lord, would He use tbem as figurative of His long sufiering love ? 
Many terras, similar to those above quoted, prove, without a 
thadow of doubt, the tender compassion with which lie Kegardtd 



.tec bv Google 



IHTHODUCTION. 13 

woman long before He used such terms to figure Ills comiiis- 
lioimting love towards Israel, when sinfuhiess called lorth Ilia 
long averWd wrath. _ ,. , l- v ■ 

£et ua then endeavor to convince the nations of the high pri- 
vileges we enjoy, in common with our fatlieL-s, brothers, and 
hnsbanda, as the first-born of the Lord, by the pecuhar sanctity, 
Bpirituahty, and inexpressible consolation of om belief. Let ns 
not, as women of Israel, be content with the mere performance 
of domestic, social, and individual duties, but vivify and hghteii 
them by tbe rays of eteinal love and immortal hope, which 
beam upon us frotn the [.ages of the Uible. A religion of love 
is indeed necessary to woman, yet more so tlian to man. Even 
in her happiest lot there must be a void In her beart, which ever- 
acting piety alone can 611 ; and to her whose portion is to suffer, 
whose lot is lonely, O what misery must be hers, unless she can 
lean upon her God, and draw from EU word the blessed conv-io- 
tion that His love. His tenderness, are hers, far beyond the feeble 
conception of earth ; and that whatever she may endure, however 
unlinown to or scorned by man, it is known to Him who smites 



n love, and has mercy e 



while He smites. 



To realize this blessed conviction, the Bible must heeoma 
mdeed the book of life to the female descendants of that nation 
whose earliest history Itsoviridly records ; and be regarded, not 
aa a merely political or religious history, but aa the voice of trod 
spealiing to each individual, giving strength to the weak, en- 
cour^ement to the desponding, endurance to the patient, justice 
to the wrono^, and consolation unspeakable aa immeasurable 
to the afflicted and the mourner. Do we need love 1 We shall 
fiud innumerable verses telling us, that the Lord Himself pro- 
d^med His attribute as " merciful and gracious, long-suffenng, 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and sin ;" that " as fer as tlie Heaven is above 
the earth so great is HL<» mercy, extending from everlasting to 
everlasting." We have but to read those appeals of tbe Eternal 
to Israel, alike in Jeremiah and Isaiah, and many of the minor 
prophete— aud if our hearts be not stone, they must meit before 
such compassionating love, such appeahng tenderness, and f«l 
we cannot be lonely, cannot be unloved, while suoh deep change- 
less love is ours. Do we need sympathy ? Shall we not find it 
in words similar to these, " In all their afflictions He was afflicted, 
and the angel of His presence saved them ? In His love and in 
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14 THE WOMEN OF ISRAEL 

Hia pity He redeemed them, and He bare tliem, and carried 
them ali the days of old." Do we need patience and strength J 
Shall W6 not exercise it, when we have the precious promise, 
■* Wait on tlie Lord, be of good courage, and Ha shall atrecgtlien 
thine heart *" Shall we droop and grieve beneath the wrongs 
and fabe judgments of ahort-sighted man, when we are fold the 
ways of God are not those of man — that He knoweth our frame, 
and readoth our thoughts — that not a bodily or mental pang is 
ours which He does not know and compassionate — aye, and in 
His own good time will heal ! 

To throw togetlier all those verses whicli confirm and prove 
the loving-tenderness borne towards us by the Etema], would be 
an endless and a useless task, "We can but point to that ever- 
Solving fount of heahng waters, and assure those who have once 
really tasted, and will persevere in the heavenly draught, that it 
will never fail them, never change its properties, but each year 
sink deeper and deeper into their souls, till at length it becomes 
mdeed all they need ; and they themselvea will cling to it, 
deapifo of occasional doubt and darkness, inseparable from our 
souls while denizens of earth. 

Nor is it only the verses containing such gracious promises, 
which will yield us comfort and assistance. We may glean the 
glad tidings of Eternal Love from the Wc^aplues and narratives 
with whicli the sacred bodt abounds— there may be some' meek 
and lowly spirits amongst tiie female youth of Israel, who would 
gladly clasp the strength and guidance which we proffer them 
lom the Bible, could they believe that God, the great, the 
almighty, the tremendous and awful Being (as which they have 
perhaps been accustomed to regard Him), can have love and 
pity for themselves, or givd comfort and aid to trials, which 
appear even too trivial to ask, or to excite tbe sympathy of man. 
We would lead them to look earnestly and believingly into the 
history^ of every woman in the Bible, and trace there the influence 
of God's holy and compassionating love. "We are not indeed 
placed aa the women of Israel before their dispersion, or as the 
wives of the patriarchs before the law was given ; yet their God 
IS our God. It was not to a race so perfect, so gifted, so hallowed, 
as to be free from all the present faults and failinirs of the sex 
that the Lord vouchsafed His love. So, it was to woman even 
as she is now. The women of the Bible are but mirrors of our- 
lelres. And if the Eternal, in His infinite mercy, extended love. 
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, forbearance, and forgiveness unto them, we may 
e He extends them equally unto us, and draw eorafort, and 
encouragement, and tmth from the biographies we read. 

In a work enljtled " The Women of Israel," some apology, 
perhaps, is necessary for eommendng with, the wives of the 
patriarehs, who may not lay claim to such holy appellation. Yet, 
as the chosen and beloved partners of those favored of God, from 
whom Israel traces his descent, and for the sake of whose feith 
and righteousness we were selected and chosen as a peculiar 
people, and the law given to be our guide through earth to 
heaven, we cannot consider our history complete withoat them ; 
more particularly as their lives are so intimately blended with 
their husbands ; and that in them, even yet more vividly than 
at a later period, we may trace the Lord's dealings with His 
female children, and derive from them ahke warning and support. 
Eve, indeed, may not Lave such national claim, hut if we 
believe that her history, as every other part of Genesis, was 
penned by the same inspired law-giver — that Moses recorded 
only that which had been — we shall find much, indeed, ta repay 
us for lingering a while on her character and life. To the 
scepticism, tlio cavils, the doubts, and (but too often unhappily) 
the direct unbelief in the Mosaic account of the first disobedience 
■ of man, we give no heed whatever. Wo must either believe in 
the Pentateuch or deny it. There can be no intermediate pat]i. 
The whole must bo true or none. It is not because much may 
appear obscure, or even contradictory in the sacred narrative, 
that we are to pronounce it false, or naystify and poetize it as an 
allegory. 

We are simply to believe, and endeavor to act on that belief. 
So much is there ever passing around us that we cannot solve ; 
our thoughts, in their furthest flight, are so soon checked, can 
penetrate so little into the wonders of roan and nature, that it 
appears extraordinary how man can doubt and deny, because he 
cannot understand. In this case, however — the history of Eve 
— truth is so simple and clear, that we know not how it can 
supply such an endless fund of argument and doubt. To remove 
this groundless disbelief to endeavor to render the narrative 
clear and simple to the female youth of ierael, and, even through 
Eve's sad yet consol ^ history, to prove to them the deep love 
borne towirda us from the very first of our creation by out 
gracious Gol n t 1 e r apology, if apology be iiee'led, foi 
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01-k entitled " The Women of Israel," with our 
general mother. 

BeginniDg, tlien, from the very beginning, some degree of 
order is requisite ia the arrangement of our subject. Our aim 
being to evince to the nations and to our own hearts, the 
privileges, alike temporal and eternal, which were ours from the 
very commencement — to prove that we have no need of Christi- 
anity, or the examples of the females in the Gospel, to raise us 
to an equality with man — to demonstrate our duties and secure 
ua consolation here or salvation hereafter — the word of God 
must be alike our ground-work and our guide. From the past 
history which that unerring guide presents, our present duties 
and responsibilities, and our fiiture destiny, will alike be revealed. 
In a simple biography each life is a sufficient division ; but, 
with the exception of liie wives of the patriarchs and one or two 
more, we have scarcely suffident notice of individuals to illus- 
trate our design by regarding them separately. There appear, 
therefore, seven periocS in the history of the women of Israel, 
which, demand our attention. 

First Period — the Wives of the Patriarchs, including Eve, 
Sarah, Eebeccn, Leah, and Rachel. 

Second Period — the Exodus, and the Law considered aa 
affecting the condition and establishing the privileges of women. 

Third Period — Women of Israel between the establishment 
of the Law and the authority of the Kings, comprising sketches 
of Miriam, Deborah, the wife of Manoah, Naomi, and Hannah. 

Fourth Period — Women of Israel during the continuation of 
the Kingdom, comprising, amongst other sketches, Micha!, Abi- 
gad, the Shuuammite, and Huldah, 

Fifth Period — Babjdonish Captivity, including the life of 

Sixth Perioi— the War and Dispersion, and their effects on 
the condiiion and privileges of women in Israel, 

Seventh Period — Women of Israel in the Present time, as 
influenced by the history of the Past, 

For five of these periods, then, we perceive the word of God 
can be our only guide, and this at once marks our history as 
sacred, not profane. If, therefore, there should be parts which 
resemble more a religious essay than female biography, wa 
irenly, that to inculcate religion, the vital spirit of religion, is the 
Bolt intention of tliese pages. 
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FIRST PERIOD. 

THE WIYES OF THE rATRIAHCHS. 



The last and mightiest work of creation was completed. Man, 
in his angelic and immortal heanty, stood erect and perfect, 
fresh from the hand of his Creator ; lord and possessor of the 
new formed world. Though formed of the dust, earth had not, 
as in the case of the inferior animals, brought him forth. Des- 
tined from the first to be ma«ie in the image of God, that is, to 
possess an emanation of the spiritual essence, and so become a 
livinff and immorUl soul— the shrine of so glorious a possession 
was created by Go<l himselE "And God created him, He did 
not "call him forth." 

For man, the beautiful creation already wrought, was not sufii- 
eieut ; and " He planted a garden eastward in Eden, fillmg it 
with eery tree that was pleasant for the sight, and good for 
fooa "—animate and inanimate creation brought together by the 
Eternal in one beautiful and perfect whole. Nor was this all t 
endowed with capabilities of love, happiness, and wisdom, as 
mucli above the other animals as the angelic nature is to man 
still he needed more for the perfection of his felicity ; and God 
in his infinite mercy provided for that want 

" It is not good for man to he alone," the Eternal said ; 1 
will make him a help meet for him." And therefore woman 
was created, and brought nnto man, who received her as the 
Eternal in His mercy had ordained, a being beloved above al> 
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others, Mhoso gentler qualities and endearing sympathy shoiii J 
soften his rougher and prouder nature, and "Help" him in all 
tilings "meet" for an immortal being. 

The wiiole creation had had its origin in that Omnifie Love 
which CRSATKD TO BNJOY, — Called out of darkness and chaos a 
world teeming with life and beauty, that innumerabia sources of 
Lappiness miglit spring forth from what had before Oeen naught ; 
but woman^s creation was a still greater manifestation of love 
than all which had gone before it. Slie was created, not only 
to feel Lappiness herself, but to make it for oihera ; and if that 
was the design of her existence in Eden, how deeply should we 
feel the solemn truth, that it is equally so now, and that woman 
has a higher and holier misaoii than the mere pursuit of 
pleasure and individual enjoyment ; that to flutter through life 
without one serious thought or aim, without a dream Seyond 
the present moment, without a feeling higher than temporal 
gratification, or an aspiration rising beyond this world, can never 
answer the purpose of her divine creation, or make her a help 
meet for man. Nor is it to wives only this privilege is accorded. 
Mother or sister, each has equally her appointed dutv — to 
endeavor so to help and influence man, that her more spiritual 
and unselfish nature shall gradually be infused into him, and, 
raising him above mere worldly thought and sensual pleasures^ 
compel him to feel tliat it is not indeed "good for man to ba 
alone," but tliat woman may still fulfil the office of help and 
love for which alone she was created. 

Although the Mosaic record of man's residence in Paradise is 
mournfully brie^ we have supcient scriptural authority f jr lin- 
gering a little while on Eve'a innocent career. Placed in a 
garden with every capability of felicity within herself,— nature, 
meditation, commune with the Almighty in thanksgiving, or 
with Him direct, through the Voice which revealed the invisible 
presence, ihe sweet blessed intercourse of kindred spirits, spring- 
ing from the love she bore to and received from her husband,— 
simple and imperfect as such sources of enjoyment may appear, 
they were mure exquisite, more perfect, than we car dream of 

The spirit which God had breathed within man when ho 
Decamo a living soul, was the likeness or imago of God in which 
'made He man;" and tliis spirit, or essence, enabled boih 
Adam aud Eve to commune in clope and beatified intercourse 
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with tlie glorified Cie'^tor whpnce that essence sprang, Ko sin 
could fliiiff lis Uirk -iUade betireeii the soul and hla God ; and 
so deaden spiritual jo> Niught of doubt could st:^ate the 
love which must ha*e been e\cited in their hearts towards their 
Father and tliur God All around and within them bore such 
impress of Hta hand, as to exdte naught but gratitude and 
Jeiotion If e\cn now, nhen once we have reahzed tlia love of 
God and submission to Eis will— when once we can so pnt our 
trust in Him as to give Uim " all our heart," and come to Him 
in sorrow and in joy, convinced that He knows and loves as 
better than ourselves~we experience a peace, a blessedness no 
earthly tempests can remove ; how thrice blessed must have 
been the felidty of Eve 1 

Apart from the spirit which the Eternal gave to lead man to 
Himself, was tlie mikp which opened to the creatures formed in 
His image the inexhaustible resources of wisdom, imagination, 
knowledge— all that could create that higher kind of happinees, 
which is°synonvmous with mental joy. Sources of what is now 
termed wisdom', that of books and man, were indeed unknown 
to our first parents ; Bor did they need them. In the wonders 
of creation, the tree, the herb, the flower, the gushing rivers, 
the breezff winds ; nay, fi'om the mighty form of the largest 
beast, to the structure of the tiniest leaf; the flow of the river to 
the globule of the dew, which watered the face of the whole 
ear-h, there was enough to excite and satisfy their mental powers ; 
enongh to excite emotions alike of wonder and adoration. 
Their commune with the angelic messengers of their benevolent 
Creator, their tidings of Heaven and its hosts, must have excited 
the highest and purest pleasure of imagination, and so diversified 
and lightened the mental exercises of wisdom, which the palpable 
and visible objects of creation so continually call forth. 

Nor was spiritual and mental felicity the only portion of Eve 
—the affections, the impulses of tlie heart, fresh from the 
creating Hand of Love, had full play— created, as the perfecting 
finish to man's happiness, beholding him, the lord of all on which 
slie gazed— earth formed to yield him her fruits— water and air, 
to unite for his refreshment— every animal obeying his authority 
—instinctively feeling, too, the mighty power of his intellect, 
the strenirth of his mind and frame, the deepest reverence must 
have mingled with, and so perfected, her love. Nor would this 
acknowledgmeht tend to degrade woman in the scale of 
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creation. ronned,likeiiian,5ii lie immortal likeness of the Lord, 
Le was his equal ia his responsibilities towards God and in the care 
of his creatures ; endowed equally with man, hut differently aa 
to the nature of those endowments. His mission was to protect 
and guide and have dominion — hers to soothe, bless, persuade 
to right, and " help" in all things " meet" for immortal beings. 

The existence of Eve, fiiett, in her innocence, was, in a word, 
im existence of love — love towards God and nature and man, 
wLich none of the infirmities of our present state could cloud or 
interrupt. Do we err, then, ia saying that, even in the brief record 
of Scriptui'e, we have sufficient authority for delineating the felicity 
of our first parents in Eden ? And will it not demonstrate 
appealingly to ns, those pleasures which God Himself ordained, 
and which, even now, might so be cultivated as to bring us 
happiness, as infinitely superior to the amusements so called as 

But beautiful as is tliis picture, we must turn from it to 
consider feelings and events of a sadly different nature. In the 
most conspicuous part of Paradise, the Eternal had called forth 
two trees, differing in their magnificence, perhaps in the halo 
with which they may have been encircled, as peculiar witnesses 
of their Creator, from every other in the garden. They were 
the Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge. Of the first sc 
littJe is known that we are justified in supposing the intention of 
its existence was frustrated by the disobedience of man ; a 
conjecture founded on tlie solemn fact, that as the Lord created 
not one thing in v^n, that tree must also have had its use and 
.ntcntion, and from the words which follow at a later period, 
"Lest man put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, 
and eat and live for ever," we are quife authorized to suppose it 
possessed some qualities yet mightier than the Tree of Knowledge, 
with which its taste would cave giited man, bad ho not by 
rebellion frustrated the beneficent design of his Creator, and 
forfeited the privileges which might have been his own. 

Of the Tree of Knowledge, its intention and its uses, we have 
sufficient information. The Eternal knew the nature of the 
creatures He had formed ; that it was but an easy and slender 
trial of obedience and of Jove, if they had no temptation to rebel 
or disobey. Though subject to His sway, though deriving 
existence from Uis hand, and enjoying life and all its varied 
lources of felicity from the sarae infinite love, yet the Eternal, in 
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His wisdom itncl His justice, had endowed them with, the ]iower 
of free-will ; of listening to and foliowing, or struggling with and 
conquering, the seeds of corruption, which from their earthly 
sliell were inherent, though as yet kept so completely under 
lubjeclion from the divine and purifying nature of the soul, that, 
until he was tried, man himself was scarcely sensible of their 
existence. To have guarded him jealously from every temptation 
' — to have surrounded him lYith naught but sources of pleasure 
and enjoyment, and so called forth only the grateful and adoring 
faculties of the spirit, was not according to that divine and 
perfect economy of love and justica which characterized the 
dealings of the Creator witJi ia& creatures. It was deeper, 
dearer love, to permit man to win his immortality, his eternal 
innocence, than to bestow them upon him unsought, and therefore 
little valued. They could be guilty of no crime in the world's 
pariance, so termed. They were the sole possessors of the newly 
created earth : in daily commune with their creator, and therefore 
in neither idolatry, blasphemy, Sabbath-breaking, dishonoring of 
parents, murder, adultery, theft, false-witness, or covetousness, 
could they sin. God knew that all the crimes which miffkt 
devastate the earth wouldspring from one alone, disobediekcb ; 
and therefore was it tliat His infinite wisdom ordained that the 
trial of man's love, and fmth, and virtue, should simply be, 
obedience to His wilL 

" And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, of every 
tree of the garden thou mayst freely eat ; but of the tree of 
the knowledge of the good and evil thou shalt not eat; for in 
the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die." 
Whether this threatened chastisement was robed in mystery, or 
that Adam had beheld death in the inferior animals (for Holy 
Writ gives us no authority for believing that even they knew 
not death till after the fall), and so could have some idea of 
what he would become, even as a clod of the earth if he dis- 
obeyed, we may not here determine ; suffice it, that the Eternal 
was too mercifiil, too just, to threaten His creature with a chas- 
tisement for disobedience which he could not comprehend. 

Beautiful to look upon, and exquisite in ils fragrance, wo may 
imagine the Tree of Knowledge extending its rich foliage and 
tempting fruit in the most conspicuous part of the garden, no 
doubt frequently attracting the admiration of Adam and Eve, 
perhaps exciting wishes, which the spirit within them had as 
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j^ot power fo effectually banish, or entirely subdue. Alone, un. 

Erolcctod by the sterner, firmer q^ualilies of her hiisband, Eva 
ad walked forth, secure in her own innocence, in the conscious- 
ness of love lingering within, and all around her ; — the young 
animals gambolling about her, calling forth ber caresses and her 
smile — the little birds springing from tree to tree in joyous 
greeting, or nestling in Ler bosom without one touch of fear^ 
the gorgeous flowers, in all their glowing robes and exquisite 
fragrtjice, clustering richly around her— the very buds seeming 
lo took up into her sweet loving face, to reflect increase of 
beauty from the gaae, so may our fancy picture her, as she 
neared that tree under whose fair branches so much of misery 
lurked. Coiled at its root, or twbted in rainbow-colored foi(h 
arciind its trunk, lay the serpent, " who was more subtle than 
any beast of the field which the Lord God had made." And 
he said unto the woman, " Yea, liath God said, Ye shall not 
eat of every tree in tlie garden ! And the woman ssud, We 
may eat of the frnit of the trees of the garden, but of the fruit 
of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, 
Ye sbal! not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 
And the serpent said unto the woman. Ye shall not surely die, 
for God doth know, that iu the day ye eat thereof then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good 
and evil. And when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to bo de- 
sii'ed to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat;" 
and she gave also unto her husband with her, and he did eat. 

Such are the brief, yet emphatic words in which the inspired 
prophet of the Lord detailed those incidents on which the whole 
after-history of the world is founded — the mournful detail of 
that first sin, from which every other sprang, di8obbdience. 
Of the various speculations and opinions concerning the instru- 
mentality of the serpent we shall lake no head, save tlie huroblo 
endeavor to reconcile the ways of the Lord. Uepermilled the 
trial, but He commanded not the evil int«rpo3ition of the subtlest 
of His creatures, the serpent, any more than Ue eommamled 

Ihe subtlety of Jacob in obtaining his father's blessing. Both 
events were permitted to take place ; but the evil means of 
iheir accomplishment were not of the Lord, and consequently 
iheir agents were both subject to His displeasure, and coo- 

iemned Ip punishment and wrath. 
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In one brief hour, the whole nature of Eve was cliaiiged — 
Ihe seeds of frailty, of whose very existence she had been 
scarcely consdoiis before, sprang up into influencing poison. 
Curiosity, presumpiion, the overweening trust in her own 
strength, the desire to act alone, independent of all control — to 
become greater, wiser, higher than the scale of being, than the 
station in which God's love had placed her — discontent — scorn 
of the blessings wliich a moment before had seemed so predous, 
simply because imagination portrayed others more alluring — 
attracted by novelty, beauty, those idol shrines at which woman 
so often sacrifices her better, her immortal self— such (and 
are they not the characteristics of woman, even as she is now ?) 
— such were the emotions excited by the wily tempter, through 
whose baneful influence she fell. Where, at tLat moment, was 
the voice of the spirit, warning her of the God she disobeyed ! 
Where the whisper of the mind, telling her that the sources of 
wisdom, of knowledge, already open, were the purest and the 
best ! Where the fond tones of the heart, urging her to seek 
the protection, the counsel, the support, of her earthly lord ? 
Hushed, drowned, in the wild tumult of new and terrible ex- 
citement of feelings, whose very novelty fiiscinated and held her 
chained. The voice of the tempter waa in her ear. Sight and 
smell were filled with the exquisite branch, tlie delicious fra- 
grance; and if such were revealed, what must be its taste aud 
touch, when to pluck and cab would make her as gods, knowing 
good and evil ! Weak, friul, unguarded, for the still small voice 
of the soul was lost in that hour's tempest, was it marvel that 
she fell i Could she have done otherwise ! The bulwark of 
FAITH was shivered, her heart was open and defenceless — she 
was alone, olone, for even the guardian within, if not fled, was 
silent. Tlie God of infinite love and compassion beheld, but 
approached not ; and wherefore ! If He permitted, ordained, why 
did He punish S Oh, had the voice of his creature called on 
Him in that terrible hour ; had but the faintest cry ascended for 
help, for strength, for mercy ; had but the struggling murmur 
arisen, "Father, thy words are truth, let me but believe" 
strength, help, faith, would have poured their reviving rays into 
her sinking soul, and she had been saved — saved for immor- 
tality, saved to glorify her God ! It was not that she had not 
the power so to pray. Free-will was her own — to obey, or disobey 
—to adhere, or to rebel. Of herself, indeed, she could not have 
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fasiatod ; but she had equal power to call upon tha Lord, m w 
listen to the tempter. According to the path she chose, would 
have been the issue. Infinite, measureless, as is the love of the 
Eternal, yet how dare we believe He will grant ns help and 
Btrenglh, unless they are implored? How dare we believe Ha 
will come forward to our aid, if we stand forth in our own 
strength, as if we needed naught; nay, through presumption, 
arrogance, self-righteousness, rebel against, and defy Him f Ha 
had said, "Eat not of the ti'ee of knowledge, for on the day thou 
eat«st thereof thou shalt surely die," He had not commanded 
only, tliough that should have been suHicient from a loving 
Father to his children ; but the command was enforced with a 
warning, tbat love should ho strengthened by reverential fear. 
He had given the power to resist temptation, by callino ttpos 
HIM : but if that power were trampled upon and utterly disre- 
garded; and the creature of His hand, wliose whole existence, 
felicity, strength, wisdom, had their being but in Him, so de- 
pended upon herself, as to he satisfied wilt her own strength, 
believing it was in her power to become as a god, and s d f 
ing Him, is it contradiction to assert, that the All w AH 
merciful, AU-jcst, permitted, and yet punished S Sur ly I 
there is Eot one portion of this mournful history, whi h, n 
mature consideration, will be found irreconcilable wi h h 
attributes of the Eternal, or with His dealings with Hi n cs 

" She took of the fruit thereof, and did eat" For a b f te 
val, we may suppose, the tumult within, the struggle between 
virtue and vice, innocence and guilt, was stilled in a strange, 
fearfil intoxication of sinful joy. She had broken through the 
barrier which, at the words of the serpent, seemed suddenly of 
iron, it so degraded her by its harshness and injustice. She was 
INDEPENDENT, had acted by herself, h-od shaken off all control ; 
and the full IJde of guilty pleasure so swept over her soul as to 
permit for the moment no thought but of herself. But this 
lasted not long : the reactioa came with the one thought — her 
husband. Terror of his anger was, in all probability, the first 
emotion — ^how might she evade it S Fear, notwithstanding her 
independence, deadened, banished, frustrated every feeling of 
remorse ; repentance, sorrow — all would avail her nothing now ; 
there was hut one way to avert her husband's wrath — to make 
hira disobedient as herself. The crime would appear less could 
another share it. She recollected the influence she posges.?ed; 
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naj', that she had been created to ba Lis help, to softoii hia 
Bterner and less yielding nature, and would it fail her now ! 
There was no pause, there could be none ; guilt ever hurries oa 
its victims. On her arguments, her persuasions, holy writ is 
silent. It was enough-—" she gave also unto her husband with 
her, and he did eat," 

The crime was consummated. Love itself, the purest, noblest, 
most influencing of those spiritual blessings vouchsafed to man 
by his Creator — love, deeper for the creature than the Creator, 
deeming the gift more precious than the Giver — ^love it was 
which to Adam was the tempter, and so converted tlie richest 
blessing lo the direst curse. The specious ofiers, the dazzling 
allurements of the serpent had, perhaps, to his stronger, more 
Steadfast nature, been of no av^l. He had no need of ambition, 
for he was lord over the whole created world. A glance from 
his eye, a stern rebuke from his lips, had awed even the subtlest 
of the beasts into silence, and banished him for ever; but 
strength and firmness fled before the endearing influence of the 
being, whom, created to perfect his happiness, he loved better than 
himself. Excuse for his weakness, indeed, there is none ; but if 
such may be the extent of woman's influence (and it is as power- 
ful even now), how fearful is her responsibility, and how deep 
should be her humility, how fervent her petitions for graca to 
guide aright! 

Jfot long might the triumph of guilt last. Day declined — 
the lour of evening came which they were wont so jovfiilly to 
welcome, for it brought with it the vo te of God Kemorse 
had come with all its horrors, and now for the fi-it t me the 
extent of their sin stood before them Terror binished ill of 
love, as all of joy ; and when the first sound of the Eternal's 
voice reached them, they fled m anguish to hide themselves 
amid the trees of the garden. Va n h pe I but prov ng how all 
of spirit and of mind was crushed and bar ed in th s hr-t and 
awful sivay of guilL "And the Lord God called unto Adam, and 
said unto him. Where art thou ? And he said, I heard thy voice 
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself. And the Lord God said. Who told thee that thou wast 
naked I Hast thou eaten of the tree whereof I commanded 
thee that thou shouldst flot eat ! And the man said. The 
woman thou gavest to bo with me gave me of the fmil, 
»nd I did eat And the Lord God said unto the woman. 
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What is this thou hast done! And the womaa said, The 
serpent heguiled me, iind I did eat." 

Though to Him all was known, yet would not the heneflcent, 
the ever-ioving, aye, evsn at that moment Ktill loving God 
condemn without question, judge without pennitting defenea, 
And how uphraidinjr, how loving the appeal, " What is this 
that thou hast done !" breathing a Father's sorrowing mercy in 
the very midst of justly deserved punishment. There was no 
consuming wrath, no terrifying anger, naught to hetray that 
mighty and awful Being at whose first word might be aanihila- 

The Eternal pronounced not sentence without requiring and 
waiting for reply: hut what was that reply? Accusation 
of another, not self-abhorrence and lowly repentance. IIow 
fearful, "is the change wrought in the heart, as well as in the 
spirit 9. man, by Lis sin ! Where now was his deep love for 
Eve, that he could say, vainly hoping to exculpate himself, 
" The woman thou didst give me, she gave me of the frnit, and 
I did eat V She had led him by the power of his love into sin ; 
but from that moment her power was at an end, and he cared 
not to give her up to justice, so he excused himself. How 
terrible a commencement of her punishment must have been 
her husband's words to the still loving heart of Eve I It was 
true she had done as he had said ; but was he to be her accuser ! 
And to her were those words of sorrowing compassion said, 
" What is this that thou hast done !" Hast thou indeed so used 
the power, the beauty, the influence with which I endowed thee 
for so difierent a purpose 3 She denied it uot ; she said not one 
word to justify her sin towards her husband ; his words had 
entered her heart with the first sharp pang which human affec- 
tion knew, and there was no attempt at defence or evasion ; — 
■'The serpent beguiled mo, and I did eat." If Adam had 
Btooped to lay the blame of his own weakness upon one whom 
he had loved, instead of bewailing his own sin, it was no wonder 
Eve, not yet awakened to what she should have done to avert 
the temptation, conscious but of increasing misery, thought only 
of what might seem escuse, " The serpent beguiled me." The 
Eternal knew she had spoken truth ; and, atill guided by that 
mercy and justice which in God alone are so perfectly united, 
there is no need of " man's ways " to reconcile them, proceeded 
to pronounce sentence according to the degrees of guilt. 
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This is not tlie place to enter into a dissertation on the 
pamshrnent awarded tJj the serpent; suffice it that there seems 
no hidden or allegorieal meaning: "^ '^'^ inspired historian's simple 
words. The serpent, ss a beast of the field, beguiled, and as a 
Oeast of the field ^a.^ punished. Nor can an Israelite acknow- 
ledge iiny allusion to, or any necessity for, a crucified and atoning 
Saviour, in the very simple words, "I will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, between thy seed and her seed ; it shal' 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." For a Hebrew, 
the word* can only be taiea in their purely literal sense. Wo 
are particular on this point; because thus early, in the perusal 
of the sacred Scriptures, the Jewish and Gentile readings differ ; 
and from childish readings of Bible histories by Gentile writers, 
we may find ourselves giving credence to an assertion for which 
we have no Moswc authority, and which, in after years, we would 
gladly root out from the mystical and contradictory opinions 
with which it confuses our ideas. 

Eve's chastisement was severer than her husband's, and it was 
just that so it was, for she was the first transgressor. Death, 
indeed, — that the dust of which the /ntme was composed should 
return to dust, — was the awful sentence pronounced on botli ; 
for such had been threatened from the first if they disobeyed : 
but during their sojourn upon earth, the sharper and severer 
trial of pan, of multiplied sorrows, of sinking comparatively in 
the scale of strength and intellect, of becoming subject to her 
husband, not, as before, from the sweet obedience of love, but 
from the sterner mandate of duty ; of being exposed, as a mother, 
to a hundred sources of anguish of which man knows nothing ; 
for his deepest, dearest love for his of&pring is not like a mother's, 
subject to the thousand petty anxieties and cares which, indepen- 
dent of severer maternal trials, fill her heart from the moment 
she hears the first fiunt cry of the new-born until death. And 
these trials were Eve's, and they are woman's, Man had, indeed, 
bis work ; the earth was cursed through his sin, and forbidden 
to yield her fruit without the severest labor ; he was to go 
forth from the Paradise of innocence and love to till the ground 
whence he was taken — banished, and for ever. 

The voice of their God, for the first time heard in reproachful 
though still forbearing inquiry, and then in fearful condemnation, 
removed the blackening veil of sin. The spirit burst from the 
chains of guilt and sin, and while it bowed in agony and remorse 
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l>efore the Father and the Judge, and acknowledged this awful 
Beatenee just, drew them once more to each other. Love waa 
not given only for the happy : to the sorrowing, the repentant, 
it comes soothing while it softens, seeming, even while it deepens 
the heavy floods of grief, to banish all of hardness, of selfishness, 
and of dcspiur. The justice of tie Eternal marked the woman 
as the greater sinner — Adam's further wrath was needless; 
remorse too told him that, as the stronger, the firmer, he should 
have resisted her persuasions, that his disobedience was his own 
Bin, not her's ; and we may believe that, as weak, trembling, 
bowed to the very dust, not from the thoughts of her own chas- 
tisement so much as fi'om the reflection of what she had hurled 
upon her husband, for such still is woman, Adam once more 
received her to his heart, the sharer of his future toils, the soother 
of his threatened cares, oven as she had before been the help- 
meet of his joy. 

And already Eve needed all of strength and comfort her earthly 
lord might give. Stiil remembering mercy, the Eternal clothed 
them lor their departure, endowing them with those faculties of 
invention, alike for their personal comfort, as for the tillage of 
tlie ground, for which they had no need in Eden ; but the very 
gift betrayed the bleak and desert world they were about to seek. 
Uouid they but remain in the home of their past innocence and 
joy, the anguish of the present might be sooner healed. Who 
that thinks a moment of what we now feel in turning from a 
beloved home, the scene of all our early hopes and joys and love, 
adorned with all of nature and of art, to seek another, im- 
poverished, and fraught with toil and danger, apart from every 
object, animate or inanimate, which has twined round our hearts 
and bound us there, — who, that pictures scenes like these, will 
refuse our general mother the need of sympathy as she turned 
from Eden. A change perhaps her sin had wrought even there. 
The birds flew aloft, trembling to approach that gentle bosom 
whioh had before been their resting-place ; the young animals 
fled in terror from her step; and there was that in the changed 
fierce aspects of the beasts of tho field, which caused her heart to 
sicken with deadly fear. The very flowers hung their heads and 
drooped when gathered ; they could not bear the touch of sin. 
Vet to that woman's heart Edeu was Eden still — her home, the 
receiver of all those varied channels of love which could be spared 
from her husband ; and to turn from it, never to approach it more, 
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and from the consequencea of her own act, how deep mast have 
been her agony, how touching its remorse, and how necessary 
the support of love I 

Though Moses, in his brief detail of past events, simply follows 
the expulsion from Enlen by the birth of Cain, we have sufficient 
authoiity from the unchangeable attributes of the Eternal, to 
believe, that the same love which provided Adam and Eve with 
clothing, directed and blessed their wanderings ; and though no 
longer revealing His gracious presence, as in Eden, yet still 
inspiring the power of prayer and belief in His constant omni- 
presence and protection. Their sin had indeed changed their 
earthly nature, — the good had been conquered by the evil. It 
was henceforth a difficult and weary task to subdue the evil 
inclinations, the proneness to disobedience and self-righteousness. 
It was a labor of toil and tears to bring the heavenly essence 
once more even to afaint and disfigured likeness of its God; tlio 
voice of the soul, once silenced as it had been, could only be 
heard after years of watching and prayer. The Eternal, in Ilia 
prescience, knew this would be, not so much in Adam himself 
(for repentance and sorrow brought him back through his 
punishment to holiness and constant commune with his God), but 
in his ofepring. Further and further, as the children of men 
advanced from their first father — as the tele of creation, of the 
Eternal's visible presence in Paradise, of all which His love had 
formed for His favored creature, man, became fainter and f^nter 
in the distance of the past, — so would the likeness of the Lord 
in ivhich man was made, become more and more effaced, and 
siu become more and more ascendant. For this reason then it 
wai, that the Eternal, ahbe in His wisdom and justice and mercy, 
ordained death as the end of all, the righteous and the wicked ; 
for Solomon himself telleth ua " there is no man that sinneth 
not:" and we read in the narrative of Moses himself (Gen. vi. 6) 
that every imagination of man's heart was only evil continually, 
and it repented the Lord that he had made nran on the earth, 
and it grieved him at his heart; and again (Gen. viii.), "I will 
not curse the ground any more for man's sake ; for the imagina- 
tion of man's heart is evil from his youth." 

But the Mosaic creed of love and perfect justi«s goes no 
further. We utterly repudiate, deny, and hold in abhorrence, 
the awfal creed which condemns every man's soul for the sin oi 
Adam. To use the language of our own venerable sages ; — 
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"AlUiougli tlie descendants of Adara inherited the body from 
him, and with it the maledictiona attached thweto, it is not 
because they received corporeal existence from him tiiat the 
souls of all mankind are condemned, for tkey had not existence 
_froni Adam, but are a direct emanatiim from God. Therefore 
Noah, Shem, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the other just, 
did not pay the sin of Adam, nor were their souls condemned." • 
And still more convincing proof '•'rom the Word of God ; Pen- 
tateuch, History, Psalras, Proverbs, and Prophets, almost every 
p^e bears witness that each laaa is responsible for his own 
individual acts. — " See, I have set before you this day Life and 
Good, Death and Evil; therefore choose /j/e, that thou and 
thy seed may live" (Deut. sxs. 15 and 19). " Then they that 
feared the Lord spake often one to another ; and the Lord 
liearkened, and heard it: and a book of remembrance was 
written before Him for them that feared the Lord and thought 
upon hia name. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of 
hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels ; and I will spare 
them, as a. man spareth his own son that serveth him. Then 
shall ye return, and discei'u between the bjohtgous and the 
WICKED ; between him that servelk God, and him that serveth 
hint not " (Mai. iii. 16, 17, 18). " Bepent, and turn yourselves 
from all your transgressions ; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. 
Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have 
transgressed ; and make you a new heart and a new spirit : for 
why wir. ye die, house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in 
the death of him that dieth, siuth the Lord God : therefore turn 
yourselves, and live ye" (Eze. xviii. 30, 31, 32). "Turn ye 
unto me, saith the Lord of hosls, and I will turn unto you" 
(Zach. i. 8). 

It wo lid be useless transcribing all the passages in the Bihle 
similar lo the above — and leeraing with the doctrine of indivi- 
dual responsibility, and individual power to regain the favor of 
the Eternal — which is completely opposed to the Gentile creed. 
But wliile we reject, wholly and utterly, all belief in the Naza- 
rene doctrine, that we are each and all, even the new-born babe, 
condemned to everlasting misery unless wo acknowledge Jesus 
— reject it, because it is contrary to the doctrines of Moses; 



.tec bv Google 



contrary to tlie whole spirit of the Bible ; contrary to every 
atti-ibute of a just and merciful God ; we equally reject the mis- 
taken and sceptical belief that the disobedience of our first 
parents in no way affects us now. If its effects were only con- 
fined to them, where is the mercy, the justice of the Lord, in 
condemning all their seed to return to the dust? "Who that 
looks into himself and knows the " plague of hia own heart," 
the difBculty to realize spirituality and hohness — who that reads 
his Bible with faith and prayer, and marks the prevalence of 
evil even there, tie failings and the weaknesses of the holiest 
men, even those hallowed by the appellation of the " friends of 
God," will still refuse belief that the disobedience of our first 
parents so far altered out nature aa to give the body more pow- 
erful dominion than the soul ; and thus, by deadening the 
spiritual influence within us, exposing us to temptation of ever^' 
kind, and consequently but too often to sin ; and rendering it a 
difficult and often desponding task to give the spiritual domi- 
nion over the corporeal, and to devote our whole hearts — not 
alone in our closets, but in the duties and occupations of the 
world still to serve and love our God. "What would have been 
the glorious nature of Adam and Eve if they had not sinned, 
we know not ; for it is a subject far too holy for speculation or 
conjecture : but that their transgression produced consequences 
which demoded that not only themselves but their seed should 
return to dust, is a seriptural truth which no one who believes 
in Moses and the Prophets can, we think, have sufHcient bold- 
ness to deny. But the eooL it touched not — An emanation 
from God Himself, it will return to Him, untouched by any sin 
but those of the body in whom it was breathed; and there, at 
the bat of God, our own acts, purified by mercy, judged by the 
ways and thoughts of the Lord — which are not the ways and 
thoughts of man— guided by the law his mercy gave, hallowed 
by taith and justified by love — our own acts must be our wit- 
ness or our condemnation. Nor is this an individual doctrine 
lightly and carelessly entered upon or produced from one par- 
ticular dass of reading. It has been the thought and study of 
lonff years baaed on an earnest and prayeiful study of the Holy 
8 p u es ind on the spirit pervading the writings of every 
H b w age which are accessible to woman. We have brought 
t tr n ly forward ; because, unless we know exactly what we 
a b I and what we do not believe from the verv be.eiinning 
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of tho Holy Scriptures, our readings must always be attended 
with obscurity and pain, and the very attrihufea of the Eternal 
difficult to be realized amid the awful scenes of wickedness 
which the historical books present. We will now proceed with 
the more private history of Eve. 

_ Years must have rolled over the heads of our first parents 
Bince their expulsion, ere tho fearful event took place, whioh, 
although it mentions not their names, must recall our attention 
to them. Although, in comparison, tiey had hecome degraded, 
and the recollection of their sin must ever have remained with 
its Btinging remorse, — still, repentance and real sorrow, meek 
submission to their chastisement and acknowledgment of its 
justice, raised them from their first abject misery, and permitted 
them once more, through prayer and thanksgiving and sacrifice, 
to commune with the Lord. Eve's exclamation on the birth of 
Cain — " I have gotten a man from the Lord," proves how closely 
and devoutly she still traced all blessings from His graraous, 
hand : — hallowing her maternal joy by gratitude to Him. His 
love had bestowed on her a blessing unknown even in Edec — a 
child — a ^jossession peculiarly her own and her husband's ; and 
iQ the exultation of her grateful joy she calls his name Vp Cain, 
from n:i3_ to possess or to acquire. In his early infancy, ere he 
became awake to right and wrong, his parents could but feel 
enjoyment to train him up so as to know no sin, to love and 
serve the Lord, and to give them love and reverence in return 
for the deep, endless fondness they lavished upon him. But by 
the name bestowed upon theit second son, Abel, we may almost 
suppose th^t they had already felt the vanity of these hopes and 
wishes ; that oven in his boyhood Cain manifested those evil 
passions and that headstrong will, which led in after years to 
such fearful consequences. 

The effects of Eve's disobedience were now to be displayed in 
her own offspring — the child of exultation and joy — whom 
she had welcomed with Buch delight, that she almost felt as if 
no sorrow or suffering could assail her more, was the instrument 
in the Eternal hand to bring her back meekly and submissively 
to Him, in prayer for that beloved one, in recc^ition that 
her Bin was working still The passions and rebellion of 
her fii'st-born brought all the agony of remorse fresh upon 
her heart ; and deep aa was the 'oy with which she had hailed 
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his birth, was the anxiety, the suffering, his diiwiiing cha- 
TsuHer called forth. 

Actuated by such emotions, it was with sorrow, then, more 
than joy, that the birtii of her second boy was hailed. She 
had already felt the vanity, the transientness of her hopes ; and 
mournfully she called his name i5'3 Hebel — transientness oi 
vanity, from iiii^ which signifies to follow a vain thing, tt 
cherish vain thoughts. But as '■b the case {how often even 
now !) the child of tears and antic.paf«d sorrow, proved as dear 
and precious a blessing as the son of exultation was of 
grief. She saw in him the ascendency of the spiritual, the 
deathless part of their mingled nature, that evil could still 
be subdued, and man be still acceptable and worthy in 
the sight of bis Creator. The compassionate love of the Eter- 
nal, miile He chastised through Cain, gave hope and trust and 
iwmfort through Abel. He showed through these varying 
natures, that free will to choose the good and eschew the 
evil was still given ; and that though the latter to the eyes 
of the world might seem, nay was, the ascendant, He would 
yet preserve hia witnesses among mankind, to keep alive the 
knowledge of the Lord, and prove the pre-eminence, the beauty, 
the glory, and the consolation of piety and virtue. 

So years rolled on : the boys grew up to manhood. And 
though it is not specifically mentioned, it is evident that 
Eve must also have borne a daughter, who, as was abso- 
lutely necessary in the eariy stages of the world, became 
the wife of Cain. Some writers believe that Cain and Abel 
were both bom with twin sisters. It may or may not be, 
as it nust be only conjecture^ — though Cain's wife only is men- 
tioned. 

The words of scripture "and he (Adam) begat sons and 
daughters," are sufficient for our information. In all probability 
his femily was a large one, — that his seed might fulfil the 
intention of the Eternal in peopling the world ; but how many 
daughters he had before the death of Abel does not appear, and 
is of little consequence. 

During the growth of their elder children, the lives of 
our first parents differ httle in feeling from those of the present 
day. Their employments, indeed, were as unlike as patriarchal 
umplicity is from worldly interest and luxury — the peace of 
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nature from the contention of the world. In reading the nana- 
tjves of tie Bible, we "often blend situation with feeling, and 
believe that as the one is too antiquated for interest and exam- 
ple, so is the other for sympathy and love. But the Bible tells 
of no character above human nature ; and why not then, in 
perusing the drcumstaneea of their simple lives, try their feelijigs 
by the standard of our own 5 "Who that is a mother, does not 
feel anxiety, pleasure, grief, joy, despondency, and hope, almost 
all at the same time, according to the differing dispositions of her 
children ? Who that ia a parent does not acknowledge that 
maternal love may combine the intensest joy with the intensest 
grief! And will they not then sympathize in the feehngs 
of Eve f — at one time bowed to the very dust in the ang-jish 
occasioned by the sinful inclinations and rude temper of her first 
bom, in self-accusation that she, perhaps, was tlie original cause, 
even as an affectionate mother very often accuses herself for the 
faults of her offipring— at another, weeping tears of sweet joy, 
and love, and consolation, on the gentle bosom of her Abel 
whose whole life and thoughts were directed to piety and virtue 
to God and to his parents — whose very existence, as her 
own had been in Paradise, seemed bright with reverence 
ond love! 

But even tliis life of mingled grief and comfort might not 
last. Not yet had Eve sufficiently atoned for her disobedience, 
and proved her Jove and faith, to pass through the awful portals 
of death to the home prepared for her in heaven. Deatl], 
as concerned herself, her husband, her children, was still 
the dark shadow through which as yet no certain light had 
beamed. The Eternal, in His mercy, had prepared to reveal it, 
but through clouds of denser, more appalling blackness than had 
yet gathered round His creatures. 

"Wrought up to pLrensy by the preference manifested towards 
the pious offering of his younger brother — refusing to aclinow- 
ledge that it was the temper of his own mind at fault, and that 
he had himself trampled on, and defied the favor he yel 
coveted, when shown to another — still sullenly and obstinately 
encouraging the evil, even when the Lord, in infinite mercy, 
condescended Himself to speak with his rebellious servant, 
and asking why he was wroth, informed him that though 
Bin was over crouching beside him, he (Cain) had ike pmer 
to rule over and mhdue it. still disregarding eicn this, listening 
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but lo Iho fearful instigations of his own heart, — *it eama 
to pass, when they were in the field together,' that Cain rose up 
against his brother Abel, and slew him." 

The dark terror of death was rayaterious no longer. In 
its most fearful, most appalling shape, it had descended upon 
earth — the bright, the heautiful, the loving, and the holy, there 
he lay before the eyes of his agonized parents, his !ife-blood 
dyeing the green-sward — that face so fair, so sweet an index 
of tlie pure glorious soul — tiose limbs, so soft and round 
and graceful, whose every raovernent had brought joj to 
his mother's heart — they gazed upon them still, beautiful as 
if he slept, save that there was a stillness and a coldness as the 
earth on which he lay. This, then, was death, and it had been 
dealt by a brotJier's hand. Caji any woman, much less a 
mother, reflect on Eve's immeasurable agony and yet pass 
lightly and heedlessly over th fi n n H y \ 

refusing sympathy, even inte t,nliedpdkfld 
of misery, with which, though h nam n m n d 

those few words of a brother h ndw hadmd 
teem ! Not alone a mother's dot. h d p d bo h h 
children in one fearful day — n n a h w d a n 

iugs of affection towards the gudty and the exile, atru^ 
gling with the passionate misery for her own bereavement, but 
more crushing, more agonizing still — it was her work — she had 
disobeyed to obtain the knowledge of good and evil, — and how 
appallingly had that forbidden knowledge poured back its 
stinging poison into her own heart ! Her beautiful had fidlen 
— she might never, never gaze upon him, list his sweet 
voice more — the dust hart gone to ils dust — sent to Ilia grave in 
his youth, hb sinlessness — the helplcM and the innocent crushed 
by the strong hand of the guilty — and the Eternal had looted 
down from his awful throna and interfered not. Why had the 
onl)/ irmocent, the only righteous, being the first to pay the 
penalty of death, when his guilty parents and yet more guilty 
brother were permitted still to live ! Nay, the doom of Cain, 
which the hardened one himself declared " was greater than he 
could bear," was not to die, but live as a wanderer whom none 
might elay. Why might such things be ! Were they recon- 
cilable with those attributes of justice and of love and long 
•nfiering, which the Eternal had already proclaimed, through 
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His condact, to his creatures ! They were : for iq the death of 
the innocent, iumortality was proclairaed ! 

The disobedient looked on the death their sin had brought — 
they felt, in their own hosoms, the deepest agony of bereave- 
ment — -they saw not the terror, only as the end of existence ; 
but by the scythe cutting down the young in his first beautiful 
spring, and in the full prime of holiness and good, they learned 
what their own death, at the Kooment of disobedience, could not 
have taught — that the righteous must also be eut off, as well as 
the guilty — that death was not only chastisement for itself 
alone, but in the deep agony it inflicted upon the living, in the 
awful trial of separation and bereavement, and the utter loneli- 
ness of heart when a beloved one goes ; and, this learned, the 
world beyond death, the dwelling of the righteous, the reunion 
of the divine essence with its parent Fount— ImmortaLty — was 
revealed ! 

That the caviller, the sceptic, the thoughtle^ will deny this, 
because we can bring forward no written proof oi its truth, wo 
are perfectly aware ; but we write for the believer, for the Israel- 
ite, who not only reads the words of his Bible, but explains 
them by one only unerring test, the aitributes of God. The 
question is simply this — Do we believe in a God! That He is, 
as He proclaimed Himself, " merciful and gracious, long-suffer- 
ing, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and sin, yet cleariug not the guilty," 
without repentance and amendment ? Do we believe in Him, 
as in every page of His Holy Word Ho is revealed, or do we 
not ? If we do not — if wo deny the existence of a just and 
merciful, though in many instances inscrutable, G>d, then 
indeed we may deny our immortality ; but if we actcowledge 
there is a God, aye, and one whose justice and whose love are 
infinite and perfect as Himself, we must not only believe in our 
own immortality, but trace its doctrine running through the Holy 
Scriptures, alike from the death of Abel to the last verses of 
Malachi, pervading, vivifying, spiritualizing its every portion, 
even as our mortal frame is pervaded, vivified, and spiritualized, 
by the invisible, yet ever breathing sorL. We do not doubt 
»nd question that we have a soul, because we have nothing pal- 
pable and evident by which to prove it ; and even as the soul 
B the essence, the spirit of our being, so is immortality the 
tsBence and the spirit of the Bible. 
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Where was the mercy, nay, the justice of tLe Eternal, had he 
punished with eternal death the only righteous of Hia creatures ) 
We can scarcely even dwell apon the idea for a moment with- 
out jrapiety, Abel was taken, that while death in hia most 
fearful form was revealed to manifest all the terrible evil and 
anguish Eve's sin had brought, the hope and promise of 
immortality might be given, and the agonized parents comforted. 
He was removed " from the evil to come," to that world, where 
"light had been sown for the righteous" from the beginning, 
and would be for ever. 

But though this revelation must have brought with it com- 
fort unspeakable, yet the heavy trial of Eve might not even, 
through this beneficent assurance, be entirely assuaged. She 
could not now, as she had done in Eden, realize so blessedly the 
pre-eminence of the spirit over the feelings of the clay. Though 
comforted, the weakness of humanity must still have been too 
often in the ascendant, and taught her all the bitterness of grief. 
Even though the thought of Abel might, through tlie unselfish- 
ness of woman's love, be tranquillized by the idea, that however 
she might sufier, he was happy, as she Lad been in Eden, no 
such comfort could attend the thought of Gain. It was vain to 
measure maternal love by the worth or unwortbiness of its 
objecte. It was not only that he was exiled for ever from her 
iMght, that her yearning heart might never seek lo soothe him 
more ; but she knew that he was, he must be a wretched wanderer, 
and tlie mother felt his wretchedness, though she saw it not, in 
addition to her own. Mercy, indeed, had tempered his chastise- 
ment, for he had not been cut off in his sin — he had been 
doomed to length of days on earth, that he might repent and 
atone; but thb, to a weak and suffering parent, though she 
might stru^le l« lift Up her heart in gratitude, could not afford 
consolation. 

There is httle more to narrate in the life of Eve ; but that 
little, as every other inddent in her life, proves forcibly the 
Eternal's still compassionating love. To remove all of utter 
bereavement from His first created, first beloved, when the fii^st 
agony of Eve's heavy trial was over, God gave her another 
son. And she called his name no Seth, because she said, God 
has appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain 
slew." And as from Seth descended a line of venerable patri- 
archs, one of whom wa« tnken m to heaven, without dying, for 
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his nghteousness ; and from them came Noah, who alone wai 
saved from universal destruction ; then through him Abraham, 
the favored servant and friend of the Eternal — Abraham, for 
whcse sake Israel was the chosen, and is still the beloved of 
the Lord, we may quil« believe that Eve was not only com- 
forted by the gift of a son, but that even as Abel he was 
righteous, and that he was the comforter of his parents — that 
in beholding his opening manhood, the dawning; virtue and 
graces of his spirit, the fiery trial of their early life was soothed, 
and they could trace the hand of the Lord bringing forth good 
Qut of the very midst of evil, and rest satisfied, that however 
the strong and the guilty might seem to prosper, He would 
never leave Himself without witnesses upon earth. 

Although there is no mention of the death of Eve, the words 
of lloly Writ, informing na that " Adam lived eight hun- 
dred years after he had begotten Seth, and had sons and 
daughters," would prove that she, too, lived that period, there 
being no mention whatever, aa is often the case with the other 
patriarchs, of Adam taking another wife. The former tempta- 
tions, trials, and sorrows of our first parents, must have then 
been looked back upon by them in their old age, as we should 
look on the events which may have be&llen us before the age 
of twenty, when we have reached the venerable years of four- 
score. That long life was evidently granted in mercy. Had 
they been cut off on the instant of their transgression, it must 
have been for eternity, or death would have been no nunish- 
ment. Had they ocen taken sooner, we will suppose beiore the 
death of Abel, though they might have been spared that bitter 
sorrow, still darkness, and fear for themselves, and doubt as to 
the ways and attributes of the Eternal, must have crowded 
round them, and filled them with despair as to the probable 
effects of their sin on their offepring, and their offspring's seed. 
Long life, through the infinite mercy of the Eternal, removed 
these evils. "While they felt, in all the bitterness of remorse, 
ail the evil they had wrought, they were yet comforted by the 
revelation of immortality, and the consequent incentive for the 
struggling after righteousness, which, without such blessed incen- 
tive, man could never have achieved They beheld, that 
though the likeness of God vnthm them had bepn dulled in all, 
and in some would be almost entirely effaced, it might m 
heaven be regained, if whik on Pirth it ni'' sought with futh 
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nnd works. They learned, that though discord, strite, and 
oppresMon, and labor, and care, would reign tumiiltuously on 
earth, to the exdnction, in appearance, of all that was spintua! 
and good, there was vet in heaven an omnipresent and ever- 
acting love, which would so over-rulo the world, that even 
from " transitory evil" would spring forth " universal good," 
and every seemingly dark and contradictory event below, tend 
to the glory, tko extension, and the pertection of the divine 
eeonoiny atove. 

To obtain this knowledge our firet parents were spared, and 
not cut off in their ain ; and can we, their offspring, even at this 
length of time, peruse their eventful history, without feelmg our 
hearts glow with gratefal adoration of the love which guided 
and hallowed them throughout J The stream of time which 
divides us is indeed so wide, that we are apt to feel that events 
so far distant can concern us little. Yet while we trace in our 
mortal frame, and painful infirmities, the effects of their disobedi- 
ence, shall we not acknowledge, with grateful and adoring faith, 
that the same love which guided, blessed, and pardoned them, 
is still extended unto us? 

To dwell in paradise, to bo blessed with direct communings 
with the Eternal and His heavenly messengers, are indeed not 
oura ; but many a home — aye, many a lot is a sinless paradise 
to a young and gentle girl ; and loving parents will so throng 
her path with care and blessings, that of evil she knows little, 
and temptation is afar off. And often, too often, hke Eve, 
these blessings are undervalued and sacrificed, not through her 
BU and disobedience, but from woman's unfortunate desire to 
grasT something more than is her allotted portion ; — her discon- 
tent with the lowlier station which her weaker frame and less 
powerful mind mark imperatively as hor own — her mistaken 
notion, that humility is degradation ; and unless she compels 
man to accede to her her rights, they will be trampled on, and 
never acknowledged — her curiosity leading her too often to 
covet knowledge which she needs not for the continuance 
of her happiness. Oh 1 let not woman deny that such too often 
are her characteristics, and exclaim with scorn of Eve's weakness, 
that had she been in Eve's piace, surrounded with felicity as she 
was, the forbidden tree might have remained for ever ere she 
would have touched it. She who llius thinks, commits uncon- 
sciously Eve's first sin, trusting too much in her own strength; 
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ta IQB WOMK^ OP ISRAEL. 

and, iu consequence, ia just as likely to fall beneath the very firsl 
temptation which assails her. 

Let her not quiet such fears by the thought that Eve's par- 
ticular temptation cannot be hers. No ; but snares innume- 
rable, and equally fearful, surround us. Each day brings ita 
own temptations, each day calls upon us to pray against mem ; 
for we know not how or ii. what shape they may arise, and hovt 
Boon, if we trust in our own strength, they may triumph and 
lead Tia to perdition. Had Eve been truly humble she had uol 
sinned. And if in Eden HuuiLirr was needed, if even there, 
without such panoply of proof, woman fell, how much more 
should we encourage it now ! Humility is to woman her truest 
safeguard, her loveliest ornament, her noblest influence, her 
greatest strength. Teaching her her true station in regard to 
man, it leads her ever to the footstool of her God, thence to 
derive firmness, devotedness, fortitude, consolation, hope, all that 
she needs. While such privilege is hers, let her not repine 
that God lowered Eve and made her less than man ; let her not 
look back with anger that the sin of one woman should thus 
punish her descendants. From the very first she was endowed 
diflerently to man ; had rfie not been the weaker, the serpent 
had not marked her as his easier prey. And, as our own 
nature is even now as Eve'a, let us rather thank God that his 
love has granted us that lowly station where our natural quali- 
ties may best be proved, and our weakueases and failings have 
less power to work us harm. Let us cultivate, with all our 
heart and soul and might, the lovely flower of humility, which, 
by teaching us to think iowlily of ourselves, will render us con- 
tented and thankful for the blessings around ua, the gifts 
bestowed on us, instead of urging us to covet more; — the 
sweet flower on whose breath our souls are enabled more con- 
tinually to ascend to God, and whose petals, seemingly so frail 
and tender, have yet more power to guard us from temptation 
and presumption than an unsheathed sword. Let us not pause 
till it is found and worn ; and if it make us invisible as itself 
lavB to those who seek and value us, it will shed around us an 
atmosphere of love and peace and joy, with which no other 
(lower can vie ; and in death, as in life, we shall bless God for 
a possession, as for the dearest gift He has vouchsafed. 

£" 



Would I then, some may exclaim, deny all 
somen — refuse to acknowledge their equality with man — de- 
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grade them as the Jemisli religion is falsely accused of Joing ! 
No ! for in the sight of God, in their spiritual privileges, in 
their peeuUar gifts and endowments, the power of performing 
their duties in their own sphere, in their responsibility, tliey are 
on a perfect equality with man. But I would conjure them to 
seek humility, simply from its magic power of keeping woman 
in her own i>eautifuS sphere, without one wish, one ambitious 
whisper, to exchange it for another. While (^ ere, while satisfied 
and rejoicing in the infinite love and wisdom which placed ns 
there, we are not only in the privileges enumerated above, man's 
eqaal, — but however ia strength of frame, immense capability 
of physical and mental exertion, in might and grasp of intellect, 
his inferior ; yet in the depth and faithfulness of love, in the 
capability of fteling and enduring, in devotedness and fortitude 
— alike in bodily and mental trial — ^we are unanswerably his 
superior. Then has not woman enough to call for gratitude ? 
Endowed with, influence over the heart of man, — oh ! let her 
remember for what fearful end Eve used that influence, and keep 
a constant guard of watchfulness and prayer over her heart to 
preserve her from its similar abuse. Let her remember the 
employments of Eve in Eden, and so cultivate her intellectual 
feoulties in the study of God and nature, both animate and 
inanimate, that her mind may be strengthened, and in the eon 
templation of the beautiea of creation, she may learn the true 
value of the beauty which may be hers. How small is its 
relative proportion, and yet how blessedly it may be used, even 
as the beauty of creation, for the glory of God, in its mild, sooth- 
ing, and benignant influence upon His creatures ! 

Above all, let the history of Eve impress this truth upon the 
hearts of her young descendants — that however weak and faulty 
and abased, however sorrowing and bereaved, however reaping 
in fears the eff'ects of indiscretion or graver error, — yet stil the 
compassion, the long suffering, the exhaustless love of tDeir 
Father in Heaven is theirs ; that no drcumstance ia Kfe can 
deprive them of that love, can throw a barrier between woman's 
yearning heart and the healing compassion of her God. No ; 
not even departure from Him, neglect, forgetful n ess, will make 
Him forget or cease to compassionate, if she will but return in 
true repentance, and clinpng faithfiilneas to his deep love once 
more. We cannot measure that exhaustless fount — for as high 
B3 the heaven from the earth, so great is its extent. We cannot 
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weary tliat Mver-ceasing tuerey — for as far as tlie East is from 
the West, so far, when we return to Him, doth Ho remove our 
transgressions from us. And will woman — whose whole exist- 
euce still B love — neglect or despise these tliriee-blessed privi- 
leges; will the exile, the despised, the persecuted — for such 
has been, and is, the woman of Israel — will she not receive with 
grateful adoration the love vouchsafed, and ccme and make 
manifest the Sustainer, the Comforter, the Mainspring of her 
being t To woman of every creed, of every race, of every rank 
' — life, though it may seem blessed, is a fearful desert without 
Ood. What then, without Him, is it to the woman of Israel, 
the esile and the mourner, who hath no land, no hope, no com- 
forter but Him ? 



CHAPTER IL 



So varied and so important are the incidents comprised lU 
the life of Eve, that, on a mere superficial view, Sarah's biogra- 
phy appears somewhat deficient in interest. Yet, as the beloved 
partner of Abraham, she ought to be a subject of reverence and 
love to her female descendants; and we will endeavor to bring 
her history forward, that such she may become. Much of lie 
Eternal's love and pity towards His female children is mani- 
fested in her simple life, and also in the life of her bondwoman, 
Hagar, which is too closely interwoven with hers to be 
omitted. 

The rea! relationship betweea Abraham and Parah, before 
marriage, has never yet been clearly or satisfactorily solved ; 
some commentators asserting she was his niece, the daughter 
of Haran hia elder brother; and others, that she was, as Abra- 
ham himself declares, his half-sister — "She is the daughter of 
my father, but not the daughter of my mother and she became 
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jny wife." "We believe tlie latter assertion mucli more likely 
to be the correct one, because, in the fli^st place, there ia no 
foundation whatever for tho idea that she was Harati's daughter, 
except the supposition that Iscah means Sarah (Gen. jd. 29) ; 
and, in the second, it is not probable that when Questioned by 
Abimelech, Abraham would have condescended to utter a false- 
hood. The Bible mentions Lot only as the child of Haran ; 
and Abraham himself says, Sarah was his half-sister. The 
ktter relationship, as preventing marriage, is no proof in Civor 
of her being his niece, as no laws of marris^e had yet been 
issued ; and in the early stages of the world, such connexions 
were not considered sin. 

Leaving this difficult dedsion to more curious speculators, wS 
-will proceed to subjects of greater interest. The first notice we 
have of Sarai is her accompanying her husband and Lot from 
the home of her kindred to a strange country, amoug all 
strange people, in simple obedience to the word of God. _ Holy 
writ is silent on the youth of Abram; but it is the opinion of 
our ancient fathers, that his earnest desire after divine know-' 
Jedire — his pure and holy life — his affectionate and virtuous 
conduct, attracted towards him tlie blessing of the Lord, and 
caused him to be selected as the promulgator of the Divmo 
Revelation. That Abram was exposed to in:my dangers on 
account of bis loving obedience to the one sole invisible God, 
instead of acknowledging the idols of his race, is indeed very 
possible, and probably originated the first removal of his family 
to Charran, where also his father accompanied him. At Char- 
ran they seem to have dwelt in peace and prosperity, secured 
from former persecutors, so that it must have been no little trial 
to go forth again, more particulariy without any definite cause 
for the removal. 

To Sarai the trial must have been more severe than to her 
husband. She was to go forth with him indeed; but it is 
woman's peculiar nature ta cling to home, home ties, and horao 
affections — to shrink from encountering a strange world, teem, 
inw with unknown trials and dangers. Rather than the parting 
from a husband, indeed, all other partings may seem light ; but 
yet they are trials to a gentle woman : and the heart that cau 
leave tho home and friends of a happy youth— the associations 
of years — without regret, proves not that its affections are so 
centred on one object as to eschew all others ; but that it ia 
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too often wrapped in a chilling indifference, which prevents 
Btrong eraotiona on any subject whatever. We have enough 
of Sarai in the Bible to satisfy U3 that such k not her charac 
ter. 

One cause for tlie love of home ties and associations, in the 
heart of a right-feeling woman, originates in the behef that 
there she can do so much more good than elsewhere — that, 
unfitted by the weakness and infirmities of her frame from active 
toil, and the pursuit of goodly service, as falls to the lot of 
man, she can yet benefit her friends, children, and domestics, in 
the hallowed circle of home ; and better manifest the blessings 
of the Lord and the love stie bears Him, there than amongst 
strangers. And this was especially the case w:'th Sarai. • By 
one of our ancient Others it is said, that as Abrara and Lot 
were permitted to turn many of their own sex from idolatry to 
the knowledge of the one true God, so also was Sarai granted 
the hallowed privilege of leading many of her female friends 
and domeatJcs to the same blessed Fount It was therefore, no 
doubt, a source of questioning and wonder in her mind, why 
the Eternal's mandate to go forth should be given. She had 
not even experience in the Eternal's glorious attributes, as dis- 
played in His dealings with His creatures, and through His 
word, to comfort and be her guide. All was mental darkness 
in the world around her, except her husband and those few 
whom he had been enabled to t«ach a partial knowledge of his 
God. They stood alone in their peculiar laith ; and how often, 
in such a case, do doubts and fears enter the breast of woman ! 
Yet it was enough that her husband prepared without question 
or hesitation to obey hia God — to leave his aged fatner, his 
kindred, and his friends ; and, with simple and loving fdth, she 
went with him where the Lord should lead. Well is it for us 
when we can do so likewise ; when, in some of those bitterest 
trials that woman's heart can know, the change of home or 
land, be it with our parents, or, husband, or more fearful still, 
alone, we can yet so stay upon our God that we can realize His 
presence. His loving mercy directing our weary way, and resting 
with us still. His direct communing by voice or sign, or 
through angelic messengers, is indeed no longer ours ; but 
those that seek to love and serve Him may yet hear His still 
imall voice breathing in the solemn whisper of their own hearts, 
»nd through the individual promises of His word. 
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PERIOD I.— BAKAB. 41 

Accompanied l>y Lot and tLeir hoiiseliold — expressed in the 
„erm, " the souls they had gotten in Charran," who were pro- 
bably those whom they had instracted in the true f^th — and 
carrying with them the substance they possessed, Abram and 
Sarai " went forth into the land of Canaan," which was inha- 
bited by a fierce people, and gave httle hope of ever being 
possessed by the patriarch and his family, for by their constant 
journejings it would seem as if they could not even obtain 
suffident land to Gx their home. Yet, there again the Lord 
nppeared to the patriarch and renewed His promise — thus 
proving His tender compassion for the human weakness of His 
creatures, and encouraging their fdth, when, without such 
encouragement, Ho knew it must have failed. To add to their 
numerous human discomforts and trials, a famine broke out in 
the land, so severe and grievous that Abram sought the land of 
Egypt ; and there, rendered fearful by the exceeding beauty of 
his wife, and the supposed barbarity of the land, he bade Sarw 
call herself his sister, not his wife. 

In this first deception, however, Abram was much more fo 1» 
excused than in the second. He had not yet had all the con 
rinisng proofe of tie Eternal's tender watchfulness and care, m 
he had afterwards. He had gone to Egypt laithout the express 
command of the Lord, and this very fact, to one accustomed to 
divine guidance, and not yet perhaps feeling himself sufScientiy 
strong spiritually to go alone, rendered him more fearful ihar 
he would otherwise have been. He might also have thought, 
that as he was destined for a great end, it was his duty to use 
anv means to preserve the life so appointed, without sufficiently 
considering that life and death were equally in the hands of ihf 
Eternal, and that He would preserve His servant alive, withoul 
the intervention of human means. Spiritual advancenient 
requires effort, perseverance, and experience, as well aa every 
other; and Abram himself, though the elect of the Eternal, 
could not obtain perfection and firmness in faith without some 
human tremblings, which it is enough for us fo know, were 
overruled, compassionated, and forgiven. We perceive by the 
sacred narrative, that his intention was frustrated, and his words 
caused the very evil he dreaded ; — which ia sufScient warning 
for us to avoid all departure from the straight line of truth — 
while the continued care and favor of the Lord should check 
our presumptuous condemnation, and remind us. that if Hia 
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jnstiee and mercy thou,^ht proper to overrule and forgive, and 
continue, nay increase. His long tenderness towards Abram and 
bia family, it is our part, instead of marvelling, to thank Gcwi 
that such weakness is recorded, that we may not feel it is human 
perfection alone wliich calls down His blessing, and so shrink 
back in terror and despair. 

This partof Sarai's history gives us information generally 
very interesting to young female readers — that she was very 
beautiful. We are wont to imagine tliat the charms of sixty- 
five could not be very remarkable ; but reckoning according to 
the !^ to which mortals then lived, she was not older than a 
woman of thirty or five-and-thirty would he now, consequently 
in her prime ; endowed, as her history gives ua authority to 
suppose, with a quiet, I'etiring dignity, which greatly enhanced 
her beauty, and rendered it yet more interesting than that of 
girlhood. 

Protected from this danger, his substance greatly increased by 
Pharaoh's gifts, Abram, his wife, and household, retraced their 
steps to where " his tent had been at first, between Bethel and 
Eai." The altar which he had originally erected was still 
there, and f^in he and his family "called on the name of the 
Lord." The command of Pharaoh — "Go thy way," was most 
probably regarded and acted on by the patriarch as a warning, 
that his safest and most hallowed home was in the land to which 
the Lord had originally guided him. 

In the events which follow — the separation of Abram and Lot 
— the battle of the kings — the imprisonment and rescue of 
Lot — the blessing of Melchisedek — Holy Writ makes no men- 
tion of Sarai. She was performing those duties of an affec- 
tionate wife and gentle mistress of her husband's immense 
establishment, which are nothing to write about, hut which 
make up the sum of woman's life, create her dearest and purest 
sources of happiness, and bring her acceptably before God. Her 
home was still an unsettled one. The Lord had again appeared 
to renew His promises to Abram — comforting him in tha 
sorrow which Lot's choice of a dwelling in the sinful Sodom had 
occasioned him, by the assurance that all the land which he saw, 
northward and southward, eastward and westward, would Ha 
give unto him and to his seed, and his seed's seed for ever. 
That he was to "Arise, and walk through the land, in the 
nreadth of it and in the length of it. for I will give It unte 
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thee." In consequence of which, the tent of the patriarch was 
reraoved southward, to Mamre in Hebron, and an altar built, at 
once to claim the land in the name of the Lord, and give to 
Abram and his boasehold a place where to worship The 
extent of tie patriarch's household may be im igined by the 
fact, that at his word, no less than three hundred and eiEfhteen 
Bcrvants, born in his house and trained to arras accompanied 
him to the rescue of his nephew. Those who were lelt to 
attend to his flocks and herds, which he possessed m ere it 
numbers, must have been in equal proportion , and o^er these, 
during his absence, Sarai, assisted by the stewaid, hid unlimited 
dominion. 

The beautiful confidence and true affection subsisting between 
Abram and Sarai, marks unanswerably their equality ; that his 
wife was to Abram friend as well as partner; and yet, that 
Sarai knew perfectly her own station, and never attempted to 
push herself forward in unseemly counsel, or use the influence 
which she so largely possessed for any weak or sinful purpose. 
Some, however, would have found it difficult to preserve their 
humility and meekness, situated as was Sarai, A coarser and 
narrower mind would have prided herself on the promises made 
her husband, imagining there must be some superiative merit, 
either in herself or Abram, to he so singled out by the'.Eternal. 
There is no pride so dangerous and subtle as spiritual pride, no 
sin more likely to gain dominion in the early stales of religion 
— none so disguised, and so difficult to be discovered and 
rooted out. But in Sarsu there was none of this ; not a particle 
of pride, even at a time when, of all others, she might have been 
almost justified in feeling it. She was, indeed, blessed in a 
husband whose exalted, jet domestic and affectionate character 
must ever have strengthened, guided, and cherished hers; hut 
it is not always the most blessed and distinguished woman who 
attends the most faithfully to her domestic duties, and preserves 
unharmed and untainted that meekness and integrity which is 
her greatest charm. 

Abram's warlike expedition was the only one in which his 
wife did not accompany him. With what joy she must have 
welcomed her warrior lord 1 How gratefully must her loving 
heart have delighted to ponder on his magnanimity, in going 
instantly to the rescue of his weak and little grateful nephew ; — ■ 
on his courage— his success ; and yet more on his noble refusal 
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50 THE WOMEN OF ISRAEL 

of af. gifis from the king of Sodom, lest l.Le glory ahoultl be taken 
from the Lord, and any mortal should say, " I have mada 
Abram rich." We dwell with delight oti the stirring records of 
chivalry ; and it is right we should do so, for the study of all 
honorable, unselfish, and unworldly deeds must do us good ; 
but where shal! we find, in the whole history of chivalry, an 
instance of such perfect nobility and magnanimitT, unstained by 
one action from which mind or heart could revolt, as in the only 
warlike expedition of Abram f It was indeed enough for a 
woman to glory in : and, though nothing is said, for tlie record 
of Moses is too important to descend to tbe thoughts and feel- 
ings of woman, we may weli imagine the grateful and rejoicing 
feelings of Sarai, as she welcomed her husband home — ^forget- 
ting all the pangs of parting and loneliness of separation, in the 
triumph and delight of such a meeting. 

It was after these things, that we have the first allusion to 
the patriarch's being childless. And by the words in which the 
Lord addressed him — " Fear not, Abram, I am thy shield, and 
exceeding great reward," we are led to suppose that some 
anjtious thoughts, and perhaps doubts, natural to humanity, 
were occupying his mind. We, weak and frail as himself, 
might exclaim. What, still doubting, still fearing, when he has 
had so many proofe of the Eternal's providence and care ! But 
God, whose " thoughts are not as our thoughts," instead of 
reproving, addresses him in terms of the tenderest love and 
encouragement, for lie knew the nature of His creatures, and 
that faith could not be perfectly attmned without years of 
watchfulness and prayer ; that if it were, man would cease to 
be man, and this life be no longer what it was intended — a life 
of trial, Abram's instant reply reveals the prunful thoughts 
which had engrossed him : — "Lord God, what wilt thou give 
me ! seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is tliia 
Eliezer of Damascus. Behold, to me thou hast given no seed, 
and lo, one born in my house is mine heir." God had promised 
that the land should be his and his seed's, but Abram in sorrow 
beheld years pass, and still he had no child. Sarai had long 

Eassed the age when, humanly speaking, she could be a mother. 
t was much more natural — truly pious and faithful as he was 
— that Abram should be harassed with contradictory fears and 
doubts, than that he should have had none. God had promised, 
but how was that promise to be fulfilled ? — unleis, indeed, not 
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PERIOD I. SARAir. 61 

Ida own cliiid, but " one born in his house" was to be his destined 
Loir. This appeared perhaps the most probable, though it was 
liainfully disappointing ; and to soothe this fear and remove it, 
the Lord addressed him as we have said. The gracious and 
most blessed promise d ly f 11 d — that not one born in 
his house, but his own n h uldbeh heir; and, bidding him 
[ook up at the stars — as un 1 ssand numberless they gemmed 
the clear, bright heaven — p m d hat " so shoald his seed 
be." And then it was h — all f d bt and mist and fear 
dissolving in the heart f th p a ch before the words of the 
Lord, as snow before 1 un — he be igvbd : and that pure 
FAITH was accounted to him as righteottssess. How blessed 
are those words ! In every station of life, however tried, and 
sad, and mourning, and deprived of all power to serve the Lord 
as our hearts dictate, we may yet believe, and Faith ia still 
accounted riohieoubnebs. 

On the glorious prophetic vision which followed when the sun 
went down, wo may not linger, as it will take us too far from 
the subject of our narralivo. 

Great must have been Sarai's joy when this gracious promise 
was made known to her. If to Abram the being childless was 
a source of deep regret, it must have been still more so to her. 
Loving and domestic, as her whole history proves she was, how 
often may she have yearned to list the welcome cry of infancy ; 
to feel one being loot up to her for protection and love, and 
call her by that sweet name— Mother. But this joyful antici- 
pation could only have been of short duration. Sarai, as is 
woman's nature, in all probability imagined the fulfilment 
wcjld immedialely follow the promise. Tlie most difficult of 
all our spiritual attMnments is to teait for the Lord : to believe 
still, through long months, perhaps years, of anticipation and 
disappointment, that as He has swd it, so it mil be, so it must be, 
though our finite wisdom cannot pronounce the when. Did tha 
Eternal fulfil His gracious promises on the instant, where would 
be the trial of our feith, and of our confidence and constancy in 
prayer ! 

Finding still there was no appearance of her becoming a 
mother, we are led to suppose, by the events which follow, that 
all Sarai's joyous anticipations turned into gloomy fears, not 
merely from the belief that she herself would not be blessed 
with » child, but that Abram might, as vmt and is the custom 
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52 THE WOMEN OF ISRAEL. 

of Eastern nations, take another wife ; an idea excited, perhaps, 
by the reetillection that iter name had not been mentiuned a» 
the destined mother of tiie prumised seed, but pretisf.'ly the 
most panful which could tind entrance in a heart afTectionate 
and Giithful as her own. To prevent tliit misfortune, flnd jet 
to further (113 she supposed) the will of the Eternal, Sarai Lad 
recourse to human means. 

All women in her position, and influenced as she was by the 
manners and customs of the East, would have both felt and 
acted as she did, but few, we think, would have waited so long. 
It was ten years after Abram had left Egypt to fix his residence 
in Canaan, before Hagar became bis wife. The sep-iratjon 
of himself and Lot appeara to have taken place in the first 
year after their settlement in Canaan, the expedition against the 
kings in the second or third year following. And we are 
expressly told, that it was soon, after these occurrences that the 
Lord appeared unto the patriarch, and promised him an heir in 
his own child ; the Hebrew word, ins; (after), signifying, accord- 
ing to Rashi, that the event about to be related took place soon c/der 
the period of the former narration ; but when a loitff period has 
intervened, the expression "iT ns is used,* 

According to this- reckoning, then, full five, or at the very 
least three, years must have elapsed between the promise made 
to Abram and his taking Ilagar, at Sarai's own request, to be 
his wife ; and few women would have beheld year after year 
pass, each year increasing the improbability of lier becoming a 
mother, and yet so believed as to adopt no human means for 
the furtherance of her wishes. In perusing and reflectmg on 
the blessings promised, and revelations made to the favored 
servants of the Lord, we are apt to suppose that their lives were 
preserved from all trouble, all trial of delay, from the fearful 
sickness of anticipation disappointed, and hope deferred; whereas, 
a more intimate study of the holy Scriptures would convince us, 
that though indeed most spiritually blessed, their mortal lives 
were not more exempt from labor, and all the sorrows proceed- 
ing from human emotions, than our own. We only see those 
periods on which the broad light of sunshine falls. The darker 
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sbndea of human doubt, the often supposed blighting of hope, 
the struggles and terrors of the spirit alternating with the rest 
and ci>atiUence which it soniedmes enjoys ; these we aeo not, 
and, therefore, pronounce them unknown to our forefathers ; 
wliereas, did we examine more closely, we should not find 
severer trials in our own lives than in theirs : nor cease to 
believe, for a single moment, that the God who guided them 
through the dark shadows of human trials, and strengthened 
them with the light of His presence, does not equally guide 
and reveal Himself to us. 

The first human evidence that Sarai's scheme would be pro- 
ductive of vexation and sorrow, as well as of joy, was her 
disappointment with regard to Hagar's continued humility and 
submission. Forgetful that it was to her mistress, humanly 
speaking, she owed the privileges now hers, the Egyptian so far 
forgot herself, as to feel and make manifest that Sarm "was 
despised in her eyes." Alas, how mournfully does that brief 
sentence breathe of woman's fitllen nature I How apt are we to 
exalt ourselves for imaginary superiority — to look down o 
who have served us, when God has bestowed on us pri 
of which they are deprived. We forget, often through thought- 
lessness, that those very things of which we are so proud, come 
not from ourselves, but from Him who might equally have 
vouchsafed them to others. We may not indeed have the same 
imteraent to pride and presumption as Hagar, but have we 
r^'er despised others for the want of those accomplishments, 
those advantages, that beauty, and other gifts from God, which 
we ourselves may possess ? Aye, sometimes, though we trust 
such emotions are rare as tbey are sad, the parents who have 
toiled and iabored to give us advantap;es of dress and education 
far above what they possessed themselves — the elder sister, who 
is contented and rejoiced to remain in the background, that 
younger and iairer ones, whom she loves with almost a mother's 
love, may come forward — the homely and older-fashioned aunt, 
to whom, perhaps, a sister's orphan family owe their all — these 
are the beings whom tiie young and thoughtless but too often 
secretly despise, as if their superior advantages had come from 
themselves, not from God, through loving relatives and friends. 

And this was the case with Hagar. A superficial reading of 
the Bible often causes Sarai to be most unjusUy blamed for undue 
harshness. We think only of Hagar's wanderings in the wilder- 
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ness, and pity ier as cruelly treated, and suppose, that as tLo 
Most High relieved her through His angel, she had never been 
ia any way to blame, Now, though to sympathize with the 
sorrowing and afflicted bo one of our purest and best feelings, it 
must not so blind ua as to prevent our doing justice to the inflio- 
tor of that affliction, "We candidly avow, that until btely w« too 
thought Sarai harsh and unjust, and rather turned from than 
admired her character: but wo have seen the injustice of 
this dedsion, aad, therefore, without the smallest remaining pre- 
judice, retract it altogether : retract it, amply because the words 
of the angel ate quite sufficient proof that Hagar had been wrong, 
and Sarai's chastisement jms/, or he would not have commanded 
her, as Sarai's bondjeoman, to return and submit herself to her 
mistress's power, without any reservation whatever. 

Itmust indeed have been a bitterly painful disappointment to 
SarM, that instead of receiving increased gratitude and affection 
from one whom she had so raised and cherished, she was despised 
with au insolence that, unless checked, might bring discord and 
misery in a household which had before been so blessed with 
peace and love. Sard's was not a character to submit tamely to 
mgratitude. There was neither coldness nor indifierence about 
her. In no part of the Bible, either in character or precept, do 
(ve perceive the necessity or the merit of that species of cold 
indifference, which is by some well-meaning religious persona 
supposed to be the self-control and pious forgiveness of injuries 
most acceptable to God. The Patriarchal and Jewish history 
alike prove, that natural feehngs were not to be trampled upon. 
The Hebrew code was formed by a God of love for the nature of 
man, not angels — formed so as to be obeyed, not to be laid aside 
as impracticable. The passions and feelings of the East were 
very different to those of the calmer and colder North ; and 
nowhere in Holy Writ are wo told that those feelings and emotions 
must be annihilated. Subdued and guided indeed, as must bo 
the consequence of a true and strict adherence to tlie law of God, 
and impartjal study of Els word ; but in the sight of a God of 
love, indifference can never be, and never was, religion. 

Yet even this, an affair of feeling entirely between herself and 
Hagar, could not urge Sarai to any line of conduct unauthorized 
by her husband. Naturally indignant, she complained to him, 
perhaps, too, with some secret fear that Hagar, favored so much 
Hbove herself by the hope of her giving him a son, might be 
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uhdJy justLfied and protected. But it was not so. Abram'a 
answet at once coDvinced her that Hagat had not taken her place ; 
nay, tliat though Alirain could not do otherwise than feel tendei- 
ness and kindness towards her, Le at once recognised Sard's 
supremacy, both as his wife and llagar's mistress, and bade tcr 
" do witli her what seemeth good to thee," We have so many 
proofe of Abram's just, affectionate, and forgiving character, that 
we may fully believe he would never have said tiis, if he had 
not beeE convinced that it was no unjust accusation on the part 
of SarM. He knew, too, that she was not likely to inflict nioie 
punishment than was deserved, particularly on a favorite slave ; 
and, therefore, it was with his full consent " Sara) afflicted her, 
and she fled from her presence." 

Whatever the nature of this affliction, it could not have been 
very severe — neither pMn nor restraint — for Hagar had the 
power to fly. Eeproof to an irritable and disdainful mind is often 
felt as intolerable, and given too, aa it no doubt was, with 
severity, and at a time when Hagar felt exalted and superior to 
all around her, even to her mistress, her proud spirit urged flight 
instead of submission, and not tjli addressed by the voice of the 
angel did those rebellious feelings subside. 

There was no mistaking the angelic voice, and his first words 
destroyed the proud dreams which she had indulged, " Hi^ar, 
Sarai'a bondwoman !" he said, and the term told her in the sight 
of God she was still the same, " whence earnest thou, and 
whither art thou going T It was not because he knew not 
that he thus spoke. The messengers of the Lord need no 
enlightenment on the afiairs of men, but their questions are 
adapted to the nature of men, to awaken them to consciousness, 
to still the tumult of human passion, and by clear and ample 
questioning compel a clear and true reply. Had his command 
to return been given without preparation. Hoar's obedience 
would have been the efiect of fear, not conviction. But those 
simple questions, " whence camest thou ! whither art thou going ?" 
starded her from the tumultuous emotions of rebellion and ])re- 
Bumption. Whence had she come ? From a happy, lovmg 
home, where she had been the favorite of an indulgent and 
gentle mistress ; a home which would speedily be to her yet 
dearer, as the birthplace of her child ; that child who was to be 
the supposed heir to her master and all his sainted privileges ; 
from friends, from companions, all whom siio had loved : and 
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she Lad left thorn ! And whither wns she going ? IIow mi^'ht 
ehe anawer when she knew not ? Was she about lo resign%.ll 
of affection, privilege, joy, to wander in the wilderness, helpless 
and alone 1 How idle and impotent now seemed her previous 
feelings. Those simple questions had flashed back light on her 
darkened heart, and humbled her at once; and simply and 
truthfully she answered, " I flee from the presence of my mistress 
Sarai;" thus meekly acknowledging that Sarai was still her 
mistress, and that her derision had indeed been wrong. Eeproof, 
therefore, followed not ; but the angel bade her, " Return to thy 
mistress, and submit thyself to her power." And, perceiving 
that her repentance was sincere, and would lead to obedience, 
ho continued graciously to promise that her seed should be 
multiplied, so that it should not be numbered for multitude ; 
that her son should bear a name which would ever remind her 
that God had heard her affliction, with other promises concern- 
ing that son, yet none which might lead her to the deceitful 
belief that he would be Ahram's promised seed. 

Inexpressibly consoled, in the midst of her bitter self reproach, 
and convinced, hv his supernatural voice and disappearance, that 
it was indeed an angel direct from the Lord with whom she had 
spoken, it is evident from the context, althouifh rot there men- 
tioned, that Hagar must have unhesitatingly obeyed, and returned 
to her mistress— convinced of her error — submissive and re- 
pentant, and been by Sar« received with returning confidence 
and full forgiveness. 

In due course of tiiiie the promke was fulfilled, and Hagar, to 
the great joy of Abram, had a son, whom Abra.m called Ishmael, 
thus proving that Hagar must have imparled the visit of tlie 
angel, and his command as to the name of her son. 

Before we proceed, we would entreat our youn£rer readers to 
pause one moment on the simple facta we have related ; and so 
take it to their hearts, that the first words of the angel may 
become theirs as well as Hagar's. We have not indeed the 
direct communings with the messengers of the Lord, as is recorded 
in the Bible ; but we are not left unguidcd and unquestioned. 
We have still an angelic voice within us, that, would we but 
encourage it to speak — wouhi we but listen to it — can, even as 
the angel'a, still the wild torrent of passion, awaken us to our 
neglected duty, and lead us, repentant and sorrowing, to those 
whom we may have offended. God has not left us without His 
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witness. Tte voick of consciekcb may be to us what angel 
visits were to our ancestors of old. There is no period of our 
lives in which it is wholly lost ; but in youth it is strongest and 
most thrilling. In youth it is, that we awake from the (often) 
Bta"Tiant sleep of earlier years ; — we awake to a consoiouEness of 
bright, glowing, beautiful existence ;— we become conscious of a 
deep yearning after the good, and at the same time sorrowfully 
feel, that it is not quite as easy to attain as we believed it._ Aa 
our emotions and feelings spring into life, so does conscience. 
We become aware of a peculiar thrilling sense of joy, when we 
have accomplished good, either in concjuering ourselves— in 
giving up a selfish inclination — or in showing kindness, affection, 
and respect to others. There is a glowing sense of joy, wheu 
conscience tells us we have dono well, unlike the joy proceeding 
from any other cause ; and as it approves, with an angel voice 
that will be heard, so does it disapprove. We may stifie it— 
we may refuse to listen to its still small tones— yet we cannot 
Bhaka off the depression and the sadness which itieaves. We 
may refuse to know wherefore we thus feel ; but it is conscience 
BtiU. How much better, then, to permit its having voice and 
power, and, as it dictates, do— to encourage it at times to speak, 
and ever keep ils silent watch, for we need it, oh ! how powerfully 
we need it. How fearful is our responsibility if we permit it to 
lie unused; for more strongly than aught else does it breathe 
our approval, or our condemnation, in the sight of the Lord. Is 
there one amongst us that has not felt, at one time or other, 
emotions similar to those of Hagar— anger at reproof, scorn of 
those who reprove, rebellion (gainst their dictates ; and we would 
fly from their presence with wrath at our hearts, and rebellion 
on our lips ; and at such times does the voice of conscience never 
eteal over us with questions similar to these 1 " Whence comest 
Uiou? Whither wouldst thou flee! What wouldst Uiou do ?" 
etartling us from wrath, ofl«n and often into a burst of passionate 
and self-reproachful, though, as yet, only half- repentant tears. 
And when that passion in a degree is stilled— when affection and 
reason softly and pleadingly resume their sway, does not the angel 
voice bid us also " return" unto those whom we have offended ? 
submit to their control ! It is wisest, best, though our wayward 
spiriU shrink from it, proud of their own will, desirous of undue 
freedom. And at such times, oh ! well it is for us, now and here- 
after, if, even as Hagar, we return and submit, and thua 
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nokno-rfedge the power otthat inward voice I Is aoielic wliipe, 
will come to u, agam ; we need not fear them, jor .hrink froila 
onely path— we have within ua the " angel of the lord." But 
Ihcj. who hear yet nfnse to heed, drowning that heavenly 
whnpor hy plnnging anew into gaiety and plonaurc, or stifling 
t bv nmvonted indnatrj, are eipoaing them.elves to distant but 
untold of aorrowa It will, indeed, be long ere conacienoe 

jS" "" i '^ " "' " '"""*■ !>■' '1"« "ill M length; 
and then, when, in agony of spirit, we wake from our vain dream 

and would give worlds, if wo had them, to feel as we have felt-! 
to hear once more the voice of conscience thrilling and directing 
as in happier years— to be awake to the consciousness of out 
laulta, that we might correct and subdue them— and feel onco 
more the glowing approval of our .trivings alter good, oh ! how 
agonising mast be the conviction— it i, wo who have .puriied 
neglected, and .0 sJenced tho angel of the lard, that it mnst he 
a long, long and weary interval of pain, and toil, and watching 
ere we may hst those sweet low spiritual tones again Better 
fa- betljr, the momentary pain and humility of acknowledgmeni 
and submission. Better, far better, the too tender ooriicionce 
giving pain, in some caaes apparenUy nnnecessarUy, than its 
silence and stagnation ; for it most one day awake, aid dreadful 
will bo that waking. To obtain this blessed in«neae^-to feel 
that to us IS sent, as to our ancestors, " the angel of tho Lord"— 
we have but to study the word of God and ourselves. It may cost 
us at first many sad and weary houis— many bitter tears— and 
man, a .ecnil pang j for it U hard so to know ounelvcs a. to 
see fiull. and failings which otheis see not.— It is hard to restrain 
the too frequent indulgence of favorite pleasures, because w 
know they will do ns harm.— It i. hard sometime, to perform a 
disagreeable, nay a painful duty, os/j, because we feei wo ought, 
though our fnends see not the necessity ;— hard, when friends 
approve, for our hearhi to disapprove ; and all this we must 
encounter, would we study ourselves and God's word, till oar 
hearts become shrines for his guiding angel. But oh' and 
depressing a. ,11 this ma, seem, it is but a grain in the balance 
compared to the deep thriUing joy which is its accompaniment, 
those who have once felt Iha glow of approving conscience— 
the strength, encouragement, consoktion, hope, which it gives 
when all around is desolate and dark, who feel that, hand-in-hand 
with faith and prayer, it is leading us safely and bfcscdly through 
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ihe stony paths of earth, even through the dark valley of death, 
up to the glowing and immortal light of heaven, will welcome 
evea its severest pang to call it theirs, and hail it as, indeed, the 
angel of the Lord. 

It may be that Sarai's coireclion of Hagar was unduly harsh, 
although we have no warrant in Scripture for so believing ; but 
it is evident, as there is no further mention of contention and 
disagreement between them, that she re<:«ived her submission 
with gentleness, and restored her to favor. It is well when 
formveness is thus recorded : many and many a young meek 
spirit would obey tlie voice of the angel and return, in humility 
and love, could they but be sure that submission would be gentlj 
ind lovingly received ; and shrink from it only because tlie 
Thilliog reception, the utUred but not felt recouciliatjon, falls upon 
their sUU quivering hearts with a pang and degradation which 
they feel that as yet they cannot bear. The spint of that healing 
and consoling love which has lis birth in religion, must guide both 
the offended and the offender, or reconciliation never can be 
complete ; nor the lattor he securely and convincingly led back 
to that better path to which the angel points. The pang of 
unrequited confidence, chilled affection, and all the bitterness of 
unnecessary degradation, will he stronger at first than the 
approving glow of conscience ; while a contrary recepUon, even 
though it may heighten the pang of self-reproach, will soothe 
and encourage, for the inward voice whispers— we have done 
well ; and, from that moment, the heavenly messenger assumes 
her mild dominion in the heart, never to be lured thence again. 
For thirteen years Abram and Sarai must have looked upon 
Jshtnael as the promised seed ; for though, not actually so said, 
there was neither spiritual sign nor human hope of the patriarch 
having any other child. At the end of that period, however, 
the Most High again appeared unto Abram, proclaiming Ilim- 
self as the Almigkti, — a fit introduction to the event He was 
about to foretell; and bidding His favored servant, _ "Wallt 
before me, and be thou perfect," perfect in trust, in faith, with- 
out any regard to human probabilities, for, as Almighty God, 
all things were possible with Him. The name of the patriarch 
was then changed, as a sign of the many nations over whom he 
was appointed father— tlie land again promised him— and the 
covenant appointed which was to mark hia descendants as the 
chosen of tlie Lord, the cverla-stiiig inheritors of Canaan ; and 
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bear iritness, to unto3d-of ages, of tho truth of the Lord's word, 
and the election of His people. This proclaimed and com 
tnanded, the Eternal commenced His information of the miracle 
He was about to perform, by desiring Abraham to call his wife 
no longer Sarai ■'lb but Sarah mo — a change which our 
ancient fathers suppose to mean the same as from Abram to 
Abraham. " Sarai, signifying a lady or princess in a restricted 
sense, imported that she was a lady, or princess, to Abram 
only ; whereas the latter name signifies princess or lady abso- 
lutely, indicating that she would thus be actnowledged by 
many, even as Abraham was to become the father of many 
nations."* A meaning perfectly reconcilable with the verse 
which follows : "And I will bless her, and give thee a son also 
of hec; yea, I will bless her, so that she shall be a mother oj 
nations ; kirtffs of people shall be of her." She was, therefore, 
no longer a princess over Abraham's household, hut a princess 
in royal tank, from whom kittffs should descend. Joy must 
have been the first emotion of Abraham's heart at this miracu- 
lous, announcement, mingled with a feeling of wonder and 
astonishment how such a thing could be ; but then, in his 
peculiarly alFectionate heart, came the thought of his first-bora 
lahmael, and with earnestness he prayed, " Oh ! that Ishmael 
might live before thee !" And though the Eternal could not 
grant this prayer, for the seed of Abraham, from whom His 
chosen people would spring, must be of pure and unmixed birth, 
He yet, with compassionating tenderness, soothed the father's 
anxious love, by the gradous promise that, though Sarah's child 
must be the seed with whom His covenant should be established, 
yet Ishmael also should be blessed and multiplied exceedingly, 
and become, even as Isaac, the father of a great nation. " And 
for Ishmael I have also heard thee." How blessed an encou- 
ragement for us to pour forth our prayers unto the Lord, proring, 
how consolingly, that no prayer is offered in vain ; for if He 
cannot grant as our infinite wishes would dictate. He will yet 
hear us— yet fulfil our prayer far better for our welfare, and the 
welfare of our beloved ones, than our own wishes could have 
accomplished, had they been granted to the full. 

The acceptance of the covenant throughout Abraham's house- 

• See nole to Gen. xvii 13. in the ReT. D. A, Da Sola's translation ef 
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bold, and the change in her own name, must, of course, Lava 
been imparted by Abraham to bis wife, with the addition of tlie 
Btaitling promise, that she too, even at her advanced age, should 
bear a son. Yet by her behavior, wlien the promise was 
repeated in tbe following chapter, it would appear that, though 
informed of it, she had dismissed it from her mind as a thing 
impossible. Accustomed to regard Ishmael as the only seed of 
Abridiam — ^to suppose her scheme had been blessed, more par- 
ticularly as ste had never been named before as the mother of 
the chosen seed— the hope of being so had long since entJ-ely 
faded; and, not having atuined the simple questionless faith 
ofh hubaad h n all probability, dismissed the the Mght, as 
reel to p f Uy those ardent hopes and wishes, which she 
had w h h d ffi Ity previously subdued. Engf^d, as was 
her w n h d mestic duties, she was one day interrupted 
by h ha n e of her husband, requiring her " quickly 
to p pa e h m asures of fine meal, knead it, and make it 
into akes P n hal hospitality was never satisfied by com- 
mitting to hirelings only the fit preparations for a hearty wel- 
come. We see either Sarah herself making the desired cakes, 
or closely superintending her domestics ia doing so; and the 
patriarch hastening, in the warmth of his hospitdity, himself to 
fetch a calf from the herd, to give it to a young man to dress it, 
though he had abundance of servants around him to save him 
the exertion. Yet both Abraham and Sarah were of the nobility 
of the Eternal's creating. He had raised them above then 
fellows, and bestowed on them the patent of an anstocracy, with 
which not one of the nations could vie, for it came from (Jod 
Himself. He had changed their names to signify their royal 
claims— to make them regarded in future ages as noble ances- 
tors of a long line of prophets, kings, princes, and nobles; and 
there was a refinement, a nobleness, a magnanimity of character 
in both the patriarch and bis wife, which, breathing through 
their very simplicity, betrayed their native aristocracy, and 
marked them of that princely race which has its origin in the 
fevor and election of the King of kings. The pnmitive sim- 
plicity of our first fathers generally impresses the mind with the 
mistaken idea of their bdng simply tarmera or agricuUunsts, 
both of which they certainly were, but not these ^one, as sup- 
posed in the present acceptation of the term. They were 
princes and nobles, not only iu tbeit mental superiority but m 
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their immense possessions — in their large and well orderedhoi.se 
holds, in the power they possessed both in their own establish- 
ments and in the adjoining lands, and in the respect and Bub- 
mission ever paid them by the nations with whom they might 
have held intercourse. Abraham was never addressed save as 
"My Lord," either by bis own domestics or other nations; thus 
acknowledged as superior, and of noble if not royal rank, by 
those who could scarcely be supposed l« understand why ho 
was so, save by the outward signs of landed possession and large 
establishment. Those who think so much of noble descent and 
princely connexion, would do well to remember this — that 
impoverished, scattered, chastised, for a " little moment," as we 
are — yet, that if we are children and deseendanls of Abraham 
— IsRAELiTE3 not Only in seeming but in heart — we are 
descended from the aristocracy of the Lord — from a higher and 
nobler race than even Gentile kings may boast ; a privilege and 
glory of which no circumstance, no afQictioD, no persecution can 
deprive us — ours, through all and every event of life, unless 
we cast it from us by the dark deed of forsaking, for ambition, 
or gold, or power, the banner of our blessed faith — the religion 
of our God, 

Yet noble, even princely, as were Abraham and Sai'ah, it 
was no sign of rank, with them, to be cold and restrained by 
false artificial laws. In the Bible, nobility was nature and heart, 
simphcity and benevolence, cordiality and warmth; no cold- 
ness, no indifference, no folding up the affections and the 
impulses of feeling in the icy garment of pride and fashion, 
which so cften turns to selfishness, and so utterly prevents all 
of benevolence and soda! good. Abraham knew not, at his 
first invitation, the rank or mission of his visitors. His address 
was one of the heart's respect, not the mere politeness of the 
lip ; and the warmth of his welcome would not permit of his 
sitting idly down while hirelings prepared their meal — nay, we 
find that, even while they sat down to partake of it, their host 
stood, — a mark of profound respect, which a further considera- 
tion of their majestic aspect prompted, by the supposition that 
they wei'O more than ordinary mortals. 

Sarah joined not her husband or his guest?. The modest 
and dignified customs of the East prevented all intrusion, or 
even the wish to intrude. Unless particularly asked for, tiie 
place of the Eastern and Jewish wife vf;\=. in the rsflrcmenl of 
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home ; not from any inferiority of rank, or servitucto of station, 
but simply because liQir inclination so prompted. The strangers 
might have business with Abraham, which, if needed, be would 
impart to her ; there was no occasion for her to come forward. 
But, while seated in the inner tent, engaged in her usual 
avocations, she heard her own name, " Where is Sarah, thy 
wife V and her husband's reply, " She is in the tent," followed 
by words that must indeed have sounded strange and improba- 
ble, " Sarah, thy wife, shall bear a son ;" yet, improbable as 
they might have seemed, there is no excuse for the iaugh of 
incredulity with which they were received. Already prepared 
by the previous promise of the Lord, the words should at 
once have revealed the heavenly nature of those who spake, 
and been heard with faith and thankfulness ; but Sarah thought 
only of the human impossibility. Strange as it is, that such 
unbelief should be found in the beloved partner of Abraham, 
yet her laugh proves that even she was not exempt from the 
natural feelings of mortality — the looking to human means and 
human possibilities alone ; forgetting that with God alt things 
are possible. Yet, to us, the whole of this incident is consoling. 
It proves that even Sarah was not utterly free from human 
infirmities ; and yet that the Eternal, through His angel, 
deigned gradously to reprove, not to chastise. It proves that 
God has compassion on the nature of His erring children ; for 
he knows their weakness. Man would have been wroth with 
the laugh of scorn, and withdrawn his intended fevor ; but 
" the LoED said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, 
saying, Shall I, who am old, indeed bear a child ! Is anything 
too mighty for the Lord S At the time appointed I will return 
unto thee, and Sarah shall indeed have a son." The gracious 
mildness of the rebuke — the blessed repetition of the promise 
— must, to one so affectionate as Sarah, have caused the bitter- 
est reproach ; but, weakly listening to fear instead of repentance-, 
she denied her fault, seeking thus mistakenly to extenuate it. 
But Ha said, '■ Nay, but thou didst laugh," proving that her 
innermost thoughts were known ; and, silenced at once, left to 
the solitude of her own t«nt, for Abraham accompanied his 
guests on the road to Sodom, we know quite enough of Sarah's 
character to rest satisfied that repentance and self-abasement 
for unbelief, mingled with, and tallowed the burst of rejoicing 
thankfutntss with which shfl iniT=t have looked forward to an 
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event so full of bliss to her individually, and so blessed a revo 
lation of the Lord's deep love for Abraham and herself. Nearly 
twenty years had passed since the first promise of an heir in his 
own child had been given. Years, long, full of incident ana 
feeling, seeming in their passing an interval long enough for the 
utter forgetfulness of tlie promise, save as it was supposed 
fulfilled in the birth of Ishmael ; but now, in the retrospect, the 
promise flashed back with a vividness, a brightness, as if scarce 
a single year had passed ere it had been given : and Sarah 
must have felt self-reproached in the midst of her joy, that sho 
had not wsuted, had not trusted, had not believed unto the end 
And many a one, ere life has closed, will feel as'she did ; not 
indeed, from the same cause — but often and often a prayer has 
been offered up, a promise given from the word of God, and 
both have been forgotten, neglected, mistrusted, through long 
weary years — as viunly prayed and vwnly answered — and 
yet, ere life has closed, recalled as by a flash of sudden light, 
by the divine answer to the one, and gracious fulfilment of the 

Before the birth of Isaac, however, Abraham and his family 
once more removed their dwelling, partly, it may be supposed, 
to fulfil the words of the Lord previously spoken : " Arise, 
walk through the land, in the length of it and tie breadth of 
it, for I will give it unto thee ;" and partly from the desolate 
appearance and poisonous vapor? of tiie once beautiful vale of 
Sodom, and in conser[uonce of the cessation of travellers, to 
whom Abraham had so delighted to show hospitality. We 
shall pass lightly over the next event in the life of Sarah, having 
already made our remarks on a similar occurrence. The fault 
of the patriarch in again passing his wife for his sister, was 
indeed much greater than it had been at the Srst. lie had 
now no longer the excuse of not sufficiently knowing the ways 
of the Lord to trust in Him, even in the midst of those dangers 
incidental to mankind, yet seeming too trivial for the interference 
of the Most Iligh. He had had nearly thirty years' experience 
that he was in truth the chosen servant, and the well-beloved 
of the Lord — that there was not an event in his life which had 
not been ordered and guided by a special providence ; and he 
ought to have known that this danger, as every other, would 
he overruled. Yet, while we regret that this incomprehensibla 
' i should overshadow the beautiful character of oiir 
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^at ancestor, we may not condemn : for, at tliis distance of 
time, and complete change in manners and customs, it is 
impossible for ua to know the temptation he may Lave had to 
act as he did, or the extent of danger to which he was exposed. 
The most truly piona, the most experienced in religion, have 
often to mourn their " iniquities in holy things." The painful 
struggle is always to realize , faith, to trust without one doubt, 
and more partaoularly in the smaller trials of life, which they 
deem too trivial for the notice, compassion, or interference of the 
Eternal. Nor can even proofs of a superintending providence 
always conquer the weakness of human nature. In this world, 
the likeness of God will at times be completely hidden in th« 
earthly shell, however it may stand forth at others, as if naught 
of clay could dull it more. And this was the case with Abra- 
ham, who, though the beloved of the Lord, was yet human, 
and liable to all the weaknesses and frailties of human nature. 
We are not therefore to condemn, and so withdraw our admira- 
tion of his great and most consolingly beautiful character, 
because in two instances he falls short of our ideas of perfection 
— but rather thank God that in His Word human nature is 
recorded asi( is, simply that we may not despair. It is enough 
for us, in this part of our narrative, to notice that our gracious 
God demands no more of His creatures than lie knows they 
can perform ; that Abraham's laulty weakness in this one 
instance, could not blot from the recollection of the Lord Lis 
pure and simple faith in every other ; and that he permitted 
all that occurred in the kingdom of Gerar to make manifest, 
alike to Abraham and the nations. His continued watchfulness 
and miraculous interposition in favor of those whom He loves 
— His power to protect them from all harm, and also, that 
nothing was too wonderful for Him. Sarah had imagined she 
was too old to enjoy the felicity of becoming a mother — too 
old in any way to eitcite admiration, save to the beloved hus- 
band of her youth ; and, ignorant that her beauty had been 
Bupernaturally renewed, neglected to assume the veil, which was 
worn by all Eastern women dwelling in towns. This explains 
Abimelech's present of a "covering for the eyes," and the 
words, " thus she was reproved," or warned, that her beauty 
subjected her to as much danger ^s had been the case in her 

Miraculously protflcfcd by tlie Eternal, and publicly vindicated 
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from all disLonor by the King of Gerar, Sarah and Lei 
husband continued to dwell in Abimelech's dominions, same 
i to the south of Gerar; a place afterwards called 
bang, or Well of the Oath, from the covenant of peace 
there made betwi. h p t rch and the king. Here it was 
that at t!ie appoi t d t m G d isited Sarah as He had ssud ;" 
and the promis 1 1 — t!i h Id of rejoicing — Isaac was 
bora. What mu t h b n th emotions of Sarah on behold- 
ing him ? Not al th b! ss of a mother ; but that Jn 
IiiQi the infant el m f a 1 and jcy which she had 
never so felt befo h beb Id sible and palpable manifesta- 
tion of the wonderful power and unchanging love of the 
Most High God. Devoted, as Sarah had been, to the service 
and love of the Lord, how inexpressibly must those emo- 
tions have been heightened as she gazed upon her babe, and 
held him to her bosom as her ovm, her granted child ! To 
those who really love the Lord, joy is a& dear, as bright, 
as close a link between the heart and its God, as grief is 
to more fallen natures. We find the hymn of rejoicing, the 
song of thanksgiving, always the vehicle in which the fevored 
servants of the Lord poured forth their grateful adoration, 
thus proving that the thought of the beneficent Giver ever 
hallowed and sanctified the gift; and therefore we believe 
with our ancient fathers, that though tiot translated metrically, 
Sai'ah espressed her joy in a short hymn of thanksgiving. The 
peculiar idiom of the Hebrew text confirms this supposi- 
tion,* and we adopt it as most natural to the occasion. 
Her age had had no power, even before she became a mother, 
to dull her feelings, and her song of thanksgiving well expresses 
every emotion natural, not alone to the occasion, but to her 
peculiar situation. As a young mother, full of life, of senti- 
ment, of affection, she felt towards her babe — giving him 
his natural food from her own bosom — tending his infant 
years — guiding him from boyhood to youth — from youth 
to manhood, and lavishing on nim the full tide of love which 
had been pent up so long. The very eharaefer of Isaac, as 
is afterwards displayed — meek, yielding, affectionate almost as a 
woman's— disinclined to enterprise — satisfied with his heritage 
— all prove the influence which his mother had ] 

■ Siratiielfj-. D. A. De Sola's IraiiilJlion, and note ihereon. 
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«!■(! that his disposition n as more the work of iier hand than of 
his father's. 

" The child grew and was weaacd," Holy Writ proceeds 
to inform us; "and Abraham made a great feast the day 
Isaac was weaned," — a fea^t of rejoicing that the Eternal 
had mercifully preserved him through the first epoch of 
his young esistanee. He was now three years old, if not more — 
for the women of the East, even now, do not wean their children 
fill that ago. The feast, however, which commenced in joy, 
was, for the patriarch, dashed with sorrow ere it closed. 
Educated with the full idea that ho was his fatlicr's heir — 
though tie words of the angel before his birth gave no warrant 
for the supposition — to Ishmael and his mother, the birth 
of Isaac must have been a grievous disappointment. And wa 
find the son committing the same fault as his mother previously 
had done — deriding, speaking disrespectfully of Sarah and her 
child. The youth of Ishmael, and Sarah's request that the 
bond-woman might also be expelled, would lead to the supposi- 
tion that it was Hagar who had instigated the affront. The age 
of Sarah, and the deddedly superhuman birth of Isaac, must, to 
all but the patriarch's own household, have naturally given rise 
to many strange and perhaps calumniating reports. In the 
common events of life ai! that is incomprehensible is either 
ridiculed, disbelieved, or made matter of scandal ; and, there- 
fore, in a case so uncommon aa this, it is more than proba- 
ble reports very discreditable both to Sarah and Abraham were 
promulgated all around them. Hagar, indeed, and Ishmael 
must have known differently ; — that it was the hand of God 
which worked, and therefore all things were possible; but 
it was to Ishmael's interest to dispute or deny the legitimacy of 
Isaac ; and therefore it was not in human nature to neglect the 
opportunity. No other offence would have so worked on 
Sarah. We are apt to tliink more poetically than justly 
of this part of the Bible. Hagar and her young son, expelled 
from their luxurious and happy home, almost perishing in 
the desert from thirst, are infinitely more interesting objects 
of consideration and sympathy, than the harsh and jealous 
Sarah, who, for seemingly such trifling offence, demanded 
and obtained such severe retribution. 

We generally rest satisfied with one or two verses; whereas, 
did we look further and think deeper, our judgment would be 
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dificrent. In a mere superficial reading we acknowledge Sarak 
does appear in rather an unfavorable light ; as if her lovo for 
Isaac had suddenly narrowed and stagnated every other feeling ; 
and, jealous of Ishmael's influence over his fether, she had 
determined on seizing the first opportunity for his expulsion. 
That this, however, is a wrong judgment is proved by the fact, 
that the Eternal Himself desires Abraham to hearken to the 
voice of Sarah in all that she shall say; for in Isaac was to be 
the promised seed, though of Ishmael al=o would He make a 
nation, because he was Abraham's son. That Sarah's advice 
was not to be displeasing to him, because of the lad and bis 
mother. 

Now, had Sarah's advice proceeded from an undue harsh- 
ness, a mean and jealous motive, the Most H.'gh would, in His 
divine justice, have taken other means for the fulfilment of His 
decrees. He would not have desired His good and fiiithful 
servant to be so guided by an evil and suspicions tongue. 
There are times when we feel urged and impelled to speak that 
which we are yet conscious will be productive of pain and 
suffeiing to ourselves. All such impulses are of God ; and it 
must have been some such feeling which actuated Sarah, and 
compelled her to continue her solicitation for the expulsion of 
Hagar and Ishmael, even after the moment of anger was passed. 
We know that Hagar had ever been her favorite slave ; it was 
impossible for one afieotionate as was Sarah, to have regarded 
Ishmaal as her son for thirteen or fourteen years and yet not 
have loved him, though of course with less intensity than his 
father. The birth oflsaac naturally revealed yet stronger emo- 
tions ; still Ishmael could not have been so excluded from her 
affections as to render her separation from him void of pain, 
And still she spoke, still urged the necessity, consdous all the 
time she was inflicting pain not only on her husband but on 
K,«,if Ti„- „ i:i i._.jjj^,j]|j|j . jjyj g^jj ^j^g who lias 

)f his own heart, will not only 
Anger caused the demand : 
son ; for the son of this bond- 
y son, even with Isaac ;" and 
ee the necessity. Abraham's 
heritage of both his sons ; but 

.. . — ged, and the younger, not the 

elder, was to be the heir of promise, confusion and discord 
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would have ensued, and the brothers contimially have been at 
war, Sarah's panetrpUon appears to have discovered this ; and 
as it was necessary for Ishmael to form a separate establish- 
ment, it waa an act of kindness, not of harshness, to let him 
depart with Hagar, instead of going forth alone. From her 
own feelings she now knew the whole extent of a mother's love ; 
and therefore, though Ishmael had been the sole offender, and 
the only one whose claims were liitely to clash with Isaac's, she 
would not separate the mother from the son, and so urged 
Abraham to separate from both. 

There is something touchingly beandful in the patriarch's 
love for his elder son, and yet his instant conquest of self at 
the word of the Lord. His deep affection had blinded him to 
the probable discomforts which might etisue from his sons 
remaining together. His gentle and affectionate nature shrank 
from the pang of separation, causing even displeasure against 
Sarah for the first time in their long and faithful intercourse. 
Yet when God spake there was neither complaint nor murmur, 
nor one word of supplication that the heavy trial might be 
averted from him. It was enough that the Most High had 
spoken ; and thou^^di all was dark before his son, to the fond 
anxious gaze of parental affection, he knew e>en from that 
darkness God could bring forth tiglit, and would do so, for Ke 
had promised. 

We are sometimes surprised at the small provision with 
which Abraham endowed his son at his departure. The riches 
of the patriarchs consisted of land, flocks, herds, and servants ; 
nothing which could easily be bestowed. Ifesides which, 
Ishmael was to become the ancestor of a nation, through the 
direct agetwy of the Lord, not from any provision made him by 
his earthly lather. Had Abraham endowed him, the interposi- 
tion of the Eternal would not have been so clearly and unan- 
swerably demonstrated. There would have been many to have 
traced his riches and the princely rank of his descendants from 
the gifts and power of Abraham, and denied altogether any 
interposition of the Lord ; whereas, sent forth as he was, with 
nothing but sufficient provision to sustain him til! he reached 
his appointed resting, it was impossible even for the greatest 
sceptic to trace his future prosperity and wealth to any earthly 
power alone. The bread and water must not be supposed as 
meaning only what we now regard them. In the language of 
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tlio Bible bread is used indiscriminately for erety kind of food, 
and the bottle of water signifies a skinful, such being used by 
Eastern travellers even now, and containing much more than wa 
imagine is comprised by the term "bottle." Yet even these 
were to fail, that the miraculous power and compassionate love 
of the Eternal might still more startlingly be proved. It was 
as easy for the Most High to have guided Ishmael and liis 
mother at once to their destined dwelling, as to try them as 
He did in the ordeal of alike physical and mental suffering. 
But He chose the latter, at once to prove His love to them, and 
to give to future ^es, through his unerring word, comfort in 
their darkest hours ; for as He relieved Hagar, so will He them. 
The God of the bondwoman is ours still ; no time, no change 
citn part us from Him. 

The narrative of Hagar's wanderings in the wilderness, het 
maternal suSering and miraculous relief, is one of the most 
beautiful and most touching amongst the many beauties of the 
Bible. Hagar was not of Abraham's race, but one of a heathen 
and benighted nation, a bondwoman and a wanderer, a weak 
and lonely female, exiled from a home of love, overwhelmed 
with anxious fears for her child, perhaps, too, with self-reproaches 
for the unguarded words which she encouraged her boy to 
speak, and which she regarded as the sole cause of her banish- 
ment; yet was this poor sufferer the peculiar care of the great 
and mighty God. He caused the douds of densest darkness to 
close around her — from theiQ to brint; forth the brightest, most 
enduring light. He deigned, by His angel, to speak comfort 
and hope, and even for her human wants provided the necessary 
aid. He did not guard from sorrow ; for it was not until " the 
water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one 
of the shrubs, and she went and sat down over against him, 
a good way off, for she said. Let me not see the death of the 
child ; and she sat over against him, and lifted up her voice 
and wept" — not tJU her trial was thus at its height, that the 
angelic voice descended from heaven in such pitying and sym- 
pathizing accents: "What alleth thee, Hagar f Fear not, 
for God hath heard the voice of the lad whence he is. Arise, 
li& up the lad, and hold him in thine hand, for I will make him 
a great nation." And the promise was fulfilled. 

The whole history of Hagar is fraught with the deepest com- 
fort. She was one of the many in mdividual character ; poa 
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sessing alike woman's engaging and faulty cliaractetistics : 
feeling and affeclionaW at ono time, overbearing and insolent at 
another — 'loving Ishmael with impetuous and clinging love, 
which could not bear to see his supposed heritage become the 
property of another, though she knew it was the decree of God 
— reverencing and loving Abraham alike aa her master and the 
father of her child, but unable always to preserve the submission 
and respect due to Sarah as her mistress and indulgent friend ; 
for, though the mother of Abraham's child, she was still Sarah's 
maid ; — such was Hagar. Neither in character superior, nor in 
station equal, to the (bughters of Israel now ; yet was she the 
peculiar chaise of the Most High, and twice did He deign, in 
closest communion, to instruct and console. Her life had its 
trials, in no way inferior in severity or in deep suffering to the' 
trials of the present day. Yet God was with her in them all ; 
and, in His own appointed time, permitted them to give place 
to prosperity and joy. And as He worked then, so He worketh 
now. It is no proof of His dearest love, when life passes by 
without a cloud— when sorrow and trial are strangers to our 
path. His word reveals that those whom He loved the beat, 
alike male or female, endured the severest trials — that His love, 
His guiding word, were not given to the children of joy. To 
become Hia servant, His loved, His chosen, was to suffer and to 
labor, "We see this throughout His word ; and shall we, dare 
we, expect their exemption now ? Oh ! no, no ! Would we love 
the Lord, would we truly be loved by Him, would we pray for 
and seek His paths, would we struggle on to the goal of immor- 
tal love and bliss, we must nerve both heart and frame to 
bear; strengthen and arouse every faculty to endure and suffer ; 
for so did His chosen, His best beloved, and so too must we. 
We have still His word to be to us as the angehc whisper was 
to our ancestors. Their hope is ours, and their reward. 

Few other events mark the life of Sarah. The Most High 
had brought her forth from the trials, anxieties, and doubts of 
previous years. He bad, in His infinite mercy, fulfilled His 
word, and bestowed on her the blessed gift for which, in the 
midat of happiness, she had pined. Continuing His loving 
kindness. Ho lengthened her days much beyond the usual sum 
of mortality, that she might rear her child to manhood, and 
receive all the blessed fruit of her maternal care in Isaac's deep 
lovo and reverence for herself. In a mere superficial perusal 
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of the life of Sarali, as read in our Sabbath portions, we are 
likoly to overlouk much of ihe consoling proofs of the Eternal'i 
com[)a3sionatinj; love fur His famalo children, which it so power- 
fully reveals. Sarah was ninety years of age when Isaac was 
bom. lu the course of nature, ten or twelve years more would 
eilher have closed her mortal career, or rendered it, from the 
infirmiiies of so great an age, a burden to herself and jll around 
her. There was no need of her preservation to forward the 
decrees of the Lord. In giving birth to the child of promise, 
her part was fulfilled, and at the age of ten or twelve the boy 
might have done without her. But God is love, and the 
affections of His children are, in their strength and purity, 
peculiarly acceptable to Him. He never bestowetli happiness 
to withdraw it; and, therefore, to perfect the felicity of Sarah 
and her child, His tenderness pteserved her in life and vigor 
seven and tliirly years aft«r she had given him birth. In this 
simple fact we trace the beneficent and tender Father, sympa- 
thizing not alone in every grief and pang, but ,n every joy and 
affection of His creaturesl We fe^l to our heart's core the truth 
of the words of Moses, " Who hath God so near to him" as 
Israel! What nation can so trace, so claim the love of the 
Eternal 1 

Nor was the preservation of Sarah the onZi/ proof of our 
Father's loving tenderness towards her, and of His condescend- 
ing sympathy with the love she bore her child. The trial of 
faith ic the sacrifice of his son was given to the father ; but the 
mother was spared the consuming agony which must have been 
her portion, even had her faith conlinued strong. God had 
compassion on the feebler, weaker nature of His female servant 
He demanded not from her that whichi Ho knew the mother 
could not bear. He spared her, in His immeasurable love, the 
Bufiering which it pleased Him to inflict upon the father, — suf- 
fering and temptation not to satisfy the Lord, for His omniscience 
knew that His faithful servant would not fail ; but to prove to 
future ages the mighty power of spiritual faitli and love, even 
while in the mortal clay. 

In the early part of his spiritual career, even Abraham's faith 
would in all probability have failed. He was not supernaturally 
endowed with divine -grace and strength. All through his life 
we can trace his gradual advance and improvement, till his 
faith and love arrived at the climax which permitted even the 
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offered nnJ iinnrarmurinjr sacrifice of Lis dearly beloved and 
now only ch^id. xiven m this we liaco the guiding and foster- 
ing lo\e of tht! jL.ira— demanding not more thuii lie knew could 
be given, and muasuriog the trial of faith according to the 
advancing strength or His servant, each one more than the last. 
But this considcratiofl nas more to do with Abraham individually 
and Israel at large. 16 is His loving kindness manifested towards 
Sarah that we, her female descendants, must take to our hearts, 
thence to derive alike strength and consolation. The conviction 
of the Eternal's love for us individually is necessary for woman's 
happiness, and peculiarly adapted to its bestowal. 

It is woman's nature to yearn and droop for love — to shrink 
in agony from a lonely path — to long for some supporting arm 
on which to rest her weakness ; and it is woman's doom too 
often to find on, earth no loving rest, and therefore is her lot so 
»ad. But when she can once realize that she is the subject of a 
love a.% immeasurably superior in consolation, strength, and 
changeless sympathy, t© that of man, as the heaven is above the 
earth : — when she can once feel she has a friend wLo will njver 
" leave her nor ibrsake" — in whose pitying ear she may pour 
forth trials and griefe, either petty or great, which she would 
not even if she might confide to man, secure not only of pity 
but of healing — when she is consdous that she is never lonely 
— never left to her own weakness, bnt in her every need will 
have strength infused— Wma, then is she so blessed that she is 
no more lonely, no more sad I And the word of God will give 
us this thrice blessed consolation, not in His gracious promises 
alone, though they in themselves would be sufficient, but in His 
iealingswith his creatures. 

As the ancestor of His beloved, we find Sarah's death and 
age particularly recorded ; being the first woman of the Bible 
whose death and burial are mentioned. The deep grief of her 
husband and son are simply but touchingly betrayed in the 
brief words, " And Abraham came fo mourn for Sarah, and to 
weep for her ; " and, at a lal«r period, not till his marriage with 
Rebekah, " and Isaac was comforted after his mother's death." 
Words that portray the beauty and affection of Sarah's domesljo 
character, and confirm our belief that, although perhaps 
possessing many of the failings of her sex, she was yet a help 
meet for Abraham — a tender and judicious parent to her son 
— and akii'd, indulgont friend to the large household of which shn 
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was the mistress. Her noble or rather princely rank, reisiveJ 
as il had been direct from the Lord, is still more strongly 
proved by tlie intercourse between Abraham and the sons of 
lleth, wken seeking from them a place to bury his dead : 
" Hear us, my lord," is their reply, " thou art a mighty prince 
of God amongst us ; in the choicest of our sepulchres bury 
thy dead ; " aL.d it was with diEBculty Abraham could elude tlie 
oftered gift, and procure the cave as a purchase. His princely 
rank, however, and in consequence that of his wife, we see at 
once acknowledged, even by strangei^, and the promise of the 
Lord, expressed in changing the name of Sarai into Sarah, 
clearly fulfilled. 

The grief of Isaac appears to have lasted yet longer thaa 
that of his father, and beautifully illustrates the love between 
the mother and son, Abraham, advanced in years and spiritual 
experience, felt less keenly tlie mere emotions of humanity ; he 
was convinced that Sarah bad only gone before him to that world 
in which, from his great age, he would no doubt speedily join 
her. His many duties — his close communion with the Eternal 
— enabled him to rouse himself sooner from the griefi which 
at first was equally severe ; but Isaac was, according to the 
jjatriarchal reckoning of time, still a very young man, at the 
age when feeling is keener, less controlled than at any other ; 
and when, though spiritual comfort is great, human emotions 
will have full venL Except the three days' journey to Mount 
Moriah with his father, Isaac does not appear to have been 
separated a single day from his motlier ; and her care, her 
guiding and fostering love, had so entwined her round his 
heart, that for three years after her death her son could find 
no comfort. How exalted and lovely must have been that 
mother's character to demand such a term of mourning from 
her son ; wliose youth and sex would, in some, have speedily 
roused him from sorrow, or urged its foi'getfukess in scenes of 

We have little more to add on the spiritual lesson and divine 
consolation which Sarah's life presents to her female descend- 
ants, than those hints already given. Differently situated as 
we are, with regard lo station, land, and customs, we may yet 
imitate her faithfulness in all her household duties — her love 
and reverence to her husband — her tenderness to her child — 
her quiet, unpretending, domestic, yet dignified fulfilment of 
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all wliicli s!ie was called upon to do. We may ieai'R from her 
to set no value on personal charms, save as they may enhance 
the gratification of those who love us best ; or of rank and 
station, save as they demand from ua jet deeper gratitude 
towards God, and mors extended useftilness towards man. We 
may learn too from her history that it is better to wait for the 
Lord — to leave in His hands the fulfilmectof our ardent wishes 
— than to seek to compass them by human means. Wo may 
trace and feel that nothing, in truth, is too wonderful for the 
Lord ; that He will do what pleaseth Him, however we may 
duem it hopeless and in vain. Direct revelations, as vouchsafed 
t3 Sarah, indeed we have not, but God has, in His deep mercy, 
granted us His word — the record of all He has donb — that 
we may feel He is still oca God; and tliough Heworketh now 
in seerei— -for our sins have hid from us His ways — yet He 
worketh for us still, and hath compassion and mercy and love 
for each of us individually, even as He had for Sarah, and her 
bondwoman Hagar. All these to us, as women, her history 
reveals : as women of Israel, oh ! yet more. It is of no stranger 
in race, and cUme, and faili we read. It is of odr own — of 
one from whom Israel hath descended in a direct, unshadowed 
line — of one — the beloved and cherished partner of that 
chosen servant and beloved friend of the Eternal, for whose 
Bake revelation was given to mankind — Israel made not alone 
the nation, but the first-born of the Lord ; and that law 
bestowed, which revealed a God of " love, long-suffering and 
gracious, plenteous in mercy and truth ; " — instructed us how 
to tread our earthly path, so as to give happiness to ourselves 
and fellow-creatures — to be acceptable to Hioi ;— and pointed 
with an angel-finger to that immortal goal, where man shall 
live for ever ! 

Is it nothing to be the lineal descendants of one so favored 
—nothing to hold in our hands and shrine in our hearts, the 
record of her life from whom the race of promise sprang! 
Nothing, to peruse the wonderful manifestations of the Lord's 
love to her — to feel that from Him direct was Sarah's patent 
of nobility, and yet possess the privilege of being her descend- 
ant J Will the women of Israel feel this as nothing! Will 
they disdain thar princely birth, their heavenly heritage ! 
Will they scorn to look back on Sarah as their ancestor, and 
yet long for earthly distinctions, earthly rank? No! oh, nol 
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Let us but tbink of tlieae things, of tboise from wliom we hava 
descended, and our minds will become ennobled, our bearts 
enlarged. We sball scorn the falso shame whieb would descend 
to petty meannesses to hide our failli, and so exalt us in the 
sight of a Gentile world. Humbled, cast off for a little 
moment as we are — liable to persecution, scorn, contumely — to 
be " despised and rejected " of men — to bear ihe burden of 
aJffictioa from all who choose to afflict — still, still we cannot 
lose our blessed heritage unless wa cast it off; we cannot be 
deprived of our birthright unlest, like Eaau, we exchange it foi 
mere worldly pelf^ and momentary (because earthly) gratifiai- 
tion. Wo are still Israelites — still the chosen, the beloved, the 
Y of the Lord. 



CHAPTEK III. 



In the same beautiful country whence, nearly seventy year 



previous. 



n of Terah had been called by the divin 
mand, still dwelt the children of his brother, Nahor. Contrary 
to the long period of childlessness which had been the portion 
of Abraham, eight sons were born unto Nahor. And when 
tidings of his family again reached the patriarch, just after the 
offered sacrifice of his son, ho heard that his brother was also a 
grand&ther — Betluiel, one of his sons having married, and 
possessing sons and one fair daughter. The many wanderings 
of Abraham, the distance to which he had removed, and the 
almost impossibility of obtiiining reciprocal intelligence, had, of 
course, prevented family intercourse. Yet, by the notice taken 
of Abraham's having unexpectedly received intelligence of bis 
kindred, and also by flie momentous events recorded in the xxiv. 
chapter, it is evident that both Abraham and Nahor retained a 
vivid recollection of, and continued affection towards each other 
— an affeetingillustrationof the doctrine we so earnestly uuholi 
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—-that Holy Writ never fails to inculcate — alike by precept, 
character, and narrative — the ascendeiic^, necessity, and beauty 
of the natural affections. Thoujrh elected to know and serve 
the LoriJ, and to promulgate the knowledge of the true religion 
throughout the world, still, no forgetftilness, no contempt of the 
less favored of his father's house, actuated Abraham. Jn simple, 
questionless obedience to his God, he had departed from all the 
haunts, tlie friends of his youth ; but to a disposition so strongly 
affectionate as his own, often and often must the yearnings havo 
returned, to learn somewhat of the brother of his love. The 
characters of the Bible are all human : though we are but too 
apt to judge them by any and every other test than that of 
humanity. Religion, instead of dcaderdng, ever deepens and 
strengthens mere human feelings. No one has ever yet truly 
and devotedly loved Gbd without feeling every natural affection 
heightened and more precious. Indifference in any one single 
point is utterly banished. It cannot exist with true spirituality ; 
and therefore do we always Snd in the Bible, the strongest, 
most aftectionate feelings actuating the chosen servants of the 

From a careful consideration of this portion of Bible history, 
and of Laban's family in the sequel, it appears probable that 
Abraham had other reasons besides those of kindred for wishing 
his son to choose a wife from tlie daughters of Mesopotamia, 
instead of those of Canaan. Had the patriarch's kindred been 
merelyidolatrousas the other families of the earth, it is not hkely 
that the mere recital of the steward should have called forth 
Laban and Eethucl's answering exclamation — " The thing pro- 
ceeded from the Lord, we cannot speak unto thee bad or good !" 
— nor many years afterwards, in Laban's intercourse with his 
nephew, his entreaty, "Tarry with me, for I have learned hy 
experience that the Lord hath blessed me for thy sake." It 
would seem from theae simply recorded facts, that though they 
worshipped im^es, which are referred to more than once in 
the sequel, their relij^on was certainly purer than that of the 
Caaaanites. It was from his father's house Abraham had been 
elected and called by the Almighty. His firm rejection and 
abhorrence of idols, his meek and gentle un-upbraiding conduct, 
his departure in simple obedience to an unknown Being, — all 
this was probably remembered and so commented upon by his 
kindred, that his memory had more influence than his presence ; 
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and vague notions of the religion and the God wliom he had 
followed and preached, mingled with the image- worship which 
they still retained. Tliese notions, very possibly strengthened 
by the ramors of Abraham's continued communings with tliis 
mysterious God, and the many manifestations of a superhuman 
agency vouchsafed to him, which, by slow degrees, reached oven 
Mesopotamia, prepared them lo acknowledge and even lielieve 
in Him ; though from ignorance as to the manner of worship 
which could be acceptable to a Being so awful and invisible, 
they adhered to the worship of their fathers. 

Abraham no doubt felt that it would be easy to impart to 
the daughter of such a race, the true and spiritual religion of 
which the Patriarch's own femily was the only witness. There 
would be no fear of her retaining and secretly promulgating the 
impure and idolatrous notions which would undoubtedly have 
been the ease with the daughters of Canaan ; and this, acting 
powerfully on the affecting recollections of kindred and home, 
appears to me the real cause of Abraham's intense anxiety to 
take a wife for liis son Isaac from the daughters of Ms lather's 
boose. 

Meanwhile the daughter of Bethuel had grown into beautiful 
womanhood, beloved and cherished alike by her parents and 
brothers, and pursuing with cheerful content and affection the 
simple routine of domestic life. There is no mention in Scrip- 
ture of her having ever been sought in marriage before the offer 
of Isaac. We are rather to suppose, that she was scarcely seen 
or known beyond the precincto of her father's establishment; 
and as this was the ease also with the daughters of Laban, 
some years afterwards, the supposition of their superiority to the 
other heathen nations is confirmed. 

The daily employments of the young females of the East 
appear to have been completely domestic; and in obedience to 
these daily duties we find Rebekah one evening going as usual 
to the well with her pitcher on her shoulder to draw water. 
The group of strangers beside the well must have struck her as 
something remarkable, but we do not find that she in any 
way loitered or wavered in the steady performance of her task. 

"And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin ; and 
nlie went down to the well, and filled her pitcher and came up. 
4nd the servant ran to meet her, and said. Let me, I pray thee, 
drink a little water of thy pitcher. And she said, Drink, my 
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'ord: nil d she Ipt down lier fitebfr upon, lipr hand, lud giie 
liim drink. And when she hid done giving him ijnnk, aha 
said, I will draw water for thy cameU also, until they have 
done drinking And ehi> hasted and emptied her pitcher into 
the trough, and ran a^fun unto the well to driw water, and 
drew for all hi3 came!a ' 

Among the many little e>rquisite touches of artSe^s and gentle 
nature with which tho Bible abounds, none surpass this for 
truth and beauty The a-ime unsophisticated nature that led 
her quietly to pursue her duty, without turning to the right 
hand or to the left, also prompted the actue and cordial kind- 
ness to tho stranger when he addressed her, and the respectful 
deference to his age and sex which the words " Drink, my lord," 
impiy. It was the quiet self-posses^on, the modest ease and 
frankness, the total disregard of self, alike with regard to per- 
sonal trouble as to the impression her own beautiful fece and 
form might make, which ever proceed from a proper self-esteem, 
without which no woman, however situated, can happily or with 
propriety pass through life. She not only gave refreshment to 
the steward, but filled the trough for the weary camels to drink 
also. Many times must she have ascended and descended to 
the well, burdened with a weighty pitcher — a fair and gentSe 
girl, while so many strong men were standing round — but 
they were strangers and travellers, and she was in her own 
land. 

Well might Eliezer, "wondering at her, hold his peace, to 
wit whether tlie Lord had made his journey prosperous or not." 
It was difficult to believe that the prayer he had scarcely con- 
cluded before Eebekah appeared, should so speedily be answered ; 
and it was, no doubt, with some little trembling he asked, 
" Whose daughter art thou ! Tell me, I pray thee, is there 
room in thy father's house for us tfl lodge in T and bow must 
his heaii have bounded with returning confidence at the artless 
reply : *' I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son of Milcah, which 
ehe bare unto Nahor. She said moreover unto him. We have 
both straw and provender enough, and room to lodge in," Our 
ancient fathers, with much justice, suppose that the splendid 
presents of the steward followed this announcement, and were 
not given, as we might imagine from the general translations 
of the Bible, before he knew her name. They had been 
intrusted to him for the bride of Isaac ; and therefore, it was 
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not likely lie should bestow tliem on any one, however beautiful 
and hospitable, unless perfectly convinced that she was the 
maiden destined so to be. The little conversation between 
them, and even th€ steward's fervent ejaculation of thanksgiv- 
ing, probably took place while the camels were drinking ; and 
it was when they had done, "that the man took a golden 
earring of half a shekel weight, and the bracelets for her hands 
of ten shekels weight of gold." Greatly must the maiden hava 
marvelled, not only at ttie richness of the presents, but that 
they should be offered at all ; and, true to the almost childish 
nature which the whole narration displays, " she ran and told 
them of her mother's house these things." 

It is by some commentators considered strange, I believe, that 
in all which follows, Laban, not Bethuel, should be the principal 
actor. The Bible appears to tell us, that Laban was decidedly 
tlie head of his father's house ; and, as there is no mention what- 
ever of Rebekah's father, no reference to any relation but her 
mother and brother, it does not seem probable that she had a 
father living, the Bethuel who is mentioned being possibly a 
younger brother, and one of very inferior consequence. 

We have already perceived that Rebekah " told them of her 
inother's house," And now, without any notice whatever of a 
father, we read, that "Itebekah had a brother whose name was 
Laban," And when he saw the earring and bracelets on his 
sister's hands, and when he heard her words, he came unto the 
man who still stood with his camels beside the well, and accosted 
him,uct only as one who was master, with independent author- 
ity, bH"; with an exclamation which confirms our previous 
suggestion, that some vague notions of Abraham's God hail 
reached even Mesopotamia. The hurried narration of his sister 
would not have been s ifficient incentive fur such greeting ; — 
" Come in, thou blessed of liiB lord ; wherefore standest thou 
without! for I have prepared the house, and room for the 
camels. And the man came into the house, and he ungirded 
Lis camels. And they gave straw and provender for the camels, 
and water to wash bis feet, and the men's feet who were with 
him. And they set meat before him to eat : but he said, I will 
not eat till I have s^d mine errand. And he (Laban) said, 

Laban, as the generous, unsuspicious host, had performed hia 
part. And now, the servant of Abraham failed not to jierlbrm 
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his. Earnest in liia master's cause, liia mission occupying alike 
heart and mind, — convinced tliat he was in the Lord's hands, 
he would not wait till hunger was appeased and weariness sub- 
dued, but at once spoke ; his first words refusing all honor to 
himself by the simple declaration "^p:^ th^as tnj, " Servant 
of Abraham am I." -It was, indeed, a wondrous tale to which 
the famiiy of Bethuel listened. By the words of Laban, at its 
conclusion, " Behold, Rebekah is before thee," we may infer, 
that the mmden and her mother wero both present; though, by 
no word or exclamation did the former interrupt a narrative 
which concerned her so deeply ; yet as a woman, and a very 
young one, how many feelings must have stirred within her, aa 
the steward spoke ! 

Eliezer told how his venerable master had grown rich and 
great by the blessing of the Lord, who had also granted him, 
in his old age, a son, to whom Abraham had given all that he 
had : — how anxious he was to guard his son from a connexion 
with the Canaanites, and to take him a wife from his own 
kindred; overruling Eliezev'a objection — " Perad venture, the 
woman will not follow me," — by the solemn assurance that 
" the Lord, before whom I walk, will send His aogel before 
ihee, and prosper thy way ;" — how, in obedience, he had set 
forth, and, arriving that day at the well, had prayed to the Lord 
God of his master Abraham, to grant that the virgin who, when 
he wished for a little water from her pitcher, should reply, 
"Drink thou, and I will draw for the camels also," should be 
the maiden whom the Lord had appointed for his master's 
son ; — how his prayer had been heard and answered, by the 
appearance and kindly courtesy of Rebekah ; — and he con- 
eluded, " I bowed down my head, and worshipped the Lord 
God of my master Abraham, who had led me in the right way, 
to take my master's brother's daughter for his son. And now, 
if you will deal kindly and truly with my ranster, tell me ; and 
if L.-jt, tell me; that 1 may turn to the right hand, or the left." 
Ijeiiply indeed must the simple tale have affected its hearers. 
The rich, the princely Abraham had remembered and yearned 
towaiils his father's house ; even those who, perchance, in his 
youth bad reviled and peraecuted him for his rejection of their 
idols ; seeking from them, in preference to every other, a wife 
for his son. " The thing proeeedeth from the Lord," was their 
instant answer. " We cannot speak unt« thee bad or good 
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Behold, Kebekah ia before thee, take her, and go, nnd let liei 
be thy master's son's wife, as the Lobh hatb spoken." 

Blessed thus iar, the richest jewels of gold and silver were 
presented by the steward to the youthful bride, her mother and 
brother. Surely, if her father had still been living, he would 
hero have been mentioned : but neither hero, nor in the 65th 
and 60th verses following, which are important as relating to 
her influential kindred, is there any notice taken of his 
existence. 

One night only, the steward accepted the lavish hospitality 
of his hosts. Anxious to report the success of his mission, he 
entreated, "Send me away to my master." But natural ties 
could not be so quickly severed without paia. How could they 
so suddenly part with the cherished darling of their house — in 
all probability never to look upon her again ! " Let the damsel 
abide with us a few days," her mother and brother said ; " at 
least ten, after that she shall go." But the steward entreated 
tbem to "hinder him not," believing that to loiter, would be 
"displeasing to the Lord who had prospered his way," And 
they said, " We will call the damsel, and inquire at her mouth," 
Young and retiring as she was, her own voice was to decide the 
matter. They would neither retain nor send her away without 
her own consent ; thus proving that even family authority, in 
the Bible, was an authority of love. "And calling her, they 
said, Wilt thou go with this man « And she said, I will go ;" 
— a brief and simple answer, yet suited alike to her character 
acd^ the occasion. No doubt, there will be some to exclaim 
against the reply as abrupt and unmaidenly; bat have they 
quite considered all the circumstances of the case i Eebekah's 
character, al this period of her life, was a beautiful blending of 
simplidty and truth. Sought by Abraham for his son, of 
whom, in all probability, she had already favorably heard ; 
selected by God himself, every natural feeling of woman was 
satisfied and soothed. Perhaps, now, in this period of ultra 
refinement, such simplidty will scarcely be understood. Yet, 
lAea, her meek assent was in perfect accordance with al! that 
had passed before. Is it not ordained, even by God himself— 
that woman, even as man, should leave father, mother, and 
home, to cleave unto her husband ! Besides, this was nc 
eng^raent of mere human devising. She was, unconsciously, 
the instrument in the Eternal's hand to further His decrees - 
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And her brief fissent was his inspiration, as certainly as all the 
previous incidents. Nor can wo doubt for a moment, even 
wbile she declared her willingness to go, that natural affections 
were busy within her. Have not our readers themselves felt, at 
times, two completely exposing feelings filling their hearts at 
once ! And oh ! how blessed would it be at such tjmes, if wo 
could but realize that the words, fraught with a pain and 
anxiety unknown, unthought of, when we spoke them, proceed 
alone, as Eebekah's " I ■will go," from the guidance of the Lord, 
and that therefore, spite of all the sufferings which may gather 
round us, they will in the end be blessed. 

Rebekah had accepted the presents of betrothal, and was 
thereftffe already of the family of Abraham. Uow then might 
his steward go without her 1 It was not her part to detain him 
on his way. We may imagine the tears of affection with 
which the fond blessing was pronounced by her brothers. The 
mother, though sfill present, is not mentioned; for her prayers 
were in her heart, " And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto 
her, Thtou art our sister ; bo Ibou the mother of thousands of 
millions, and let thy seed possess tie gates of those which hate 
them." And Eebekah arose (probably from the detaining arms 
of her kindred), and with her nnrse, and attendant damsels, 
sought their camels, and accompanied the steward on his home- 
ward way. 

How many thoughts must have crowded the heart and mind 
of the young daughl«r of Bethuel during thb jouiney — the home 
she had left, and the home she was about to seek — the friends 
of her childhood, and those unknown ; yet towards wbom she 
turned with the yearning to love and be beloved : probably 
heaving fijm the lips of the steward so much of hia young 
master, as to render him in her mind no longer a stranger. 

Simply and beautifully is the last touch, to this portion of her 
history given by the inspired historian. Canaan was reached ; 
the tents of the patriarch in sight. And lifting up her eyes, 
liebekah beheld a man walking forth in the fertile fields ; bear- 
ing in his pensive mind and measured tread, the aspect of one 
in holy meditation. It was eventide, that still solemn hour of 
holy musing, sought only by those who have no thought from 
which to shrink, who can call up sweet dreamy visions of the 
past — sad, yet how inespressibly soothing. That lioly Lour, 
when the sou! of t'm deonrtad comes back to the spirit of tha 
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bereaved, holding such commune as mtist procldm our union 
with the invisible world, and confirm our immortality. Tlie 
maiden probably guessed who it was on whom she gazed. Bui 
when the question was asked and answered by her guide, modesty, 
refinement, simplicity, and that respect which ever springs from 
the heart, all impelled her to " light ofi" her camel," and " to take 
a veil and cover herself," 

This was true humiUty, for she knew her own dignity. She 
demanded no more respect than she paid herself. She waited 
no ceremonious introduction, but alighting from the camel, com- 
pletely shrouded in her veil, she proved by the one action, the 
respect due to the son of Abraham, herdestined husband, and by 
the other retained her own gentle dignity, by concealing every 
charm, tJU the servant's tale was told, and Isaac claimeifher aa 
his bride. Personal beauty was in this case aa nothing, thouirh 
she possessed it in no ordinary degree. Her conduct proceeded 
from an artless, unsophisticated nature, timidly shrinking from 
the eyes of him whom she most wished to please — a desire to 
conceal the very beauty which she must have yet ardently hoped 
that he might prize ; and her hope was fulfilled, for " Isaac 
brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and he took Eebekah, 
and she became his wife, and he loved her, and Isaac was com- 
forted after his mother's death." How beautifully do those few 
words illustrate the extent of his love both towards his mother 
and wife I Though three years had passed since the death of his 
mother, he yet mourned for her. Not even the affections of his 
father could satisfy that painful yearning; — not even religion, 
with hei host of soothing thoughts and blessed images, could 
wholly^ coffl/or( him, though she gave him strength to endure, 
and spiritual love to bless the hand which smote. Nor is this 
a contradiotoiy assertion. Religion leads us to Him who alone 
can heal, in deep and most fervid prayer ; — that prayer brings 
us, from Him whose deep mercy hears and answers, support and 
consolaljon, by the conviction that we are not lonely — that we 
shall meet again those whom we love in Hia presence, who i« 
love iUelf ; and this is comfort. The comfort here alluded to 
was for the yearnings of the mortal ; the immortai could realize 
consolation, the mortal could not. Though it be in very truth 
the invisible soul we love, yet we become so knit with the mortal 
habitation of that soul, that we cannot feel it has perished from 
our sight for ci'ei', without an agocy of heart that time aiiQ 
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prayer, and constant communings with the invisible Spirit alone, 
can ia any way aasuage. Nor is there one portion in the Holy 
Bible which would tell us that God condemns such grief. If 
with the whole fervor of our immortal being, we can bow in 
much submission, faith, and love, unto His will, He condemns not, 
nay, feels compassionate, and in His own good time heals the 
agony whicii our human nature feels through the human agency 
of wife, or friend, or child. And so it was with Isaac. Wedded 
as ho was to the memory of his mother, no ordinary woman 
could have so gained his love as to give him comfort, and fill up 
the aching void which had existed three long years. He must 
have seen in Rebekah when she first became his wife, a reflection 
of Sarah's endearing qualities ; and united as these were to youth 
and beauty, inspired still deeper and dearer emotions than he had 
e p ■ db f 

T m d p tl dd n levation in a social and 

d m t po will b dangerous ordeal ; hut 

nhjesjt gnnp de, appeal's to have marked 

tb 1 t t R b kah Ih m steady performance of 

h h IJ d ty m f ted 1 g Ihood, probably continued 
nhhh Im pnbl tation ; and year after year 

fodnd her calmly toUowing the quiet rontine of daily duty 
happily to herself and to her household. And here, for a brief 
while, we would pause to gather the sweet blossoms of instruc- 
tion and guidance proffered by a Father's love, which Rebekah's 
history, thus far considered, can impart. We would linger a 
moment on the past ere we go forward, for the picture must be 
cLanged. Yet it is no marvellous or incomprehensible change — 
it is no history of woman in an era so long past that we wonder, 
and scarce believe — the picture is too perfect even now ; — it is 
woman then, and woman bow, as we shall see hereafter. 

Although from the wide distinction between patriarchal and 
modern times, our position and duties as daugafers of Israel 
can never resemble those of Rebecca, we have, like her, domestic 
duties to perform, and a station not only to fulfil bnt to adorn, 
so as to excite towards us respect and love. The women of the 
Bible are forcibly portrayed, not for us to follow them exactly, 
'ur that we could not do, but from their conduct in their 
respective spheres to guide us in ours ; from the approval or 
reproof bestowed directly or indirectly upon them, to teach their 
descendants what is acceptable in the sight of our heavenly 
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Father and wLat is not; and of this we may rest assured tlitra 
is no contradiction to puzzle us in the Word of God. The pre- 
cepts of Ilis law are proved hy tlie practice of His sen-ante, 
" Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might," 
was said centuiies after by tha sago monarch, who, in obedience 
to the command of God relating to Kings, must have been 
acquainied with the whole of His iaw ; and that precept was 
exemplified in Rebecca's conduct at the well. She had everj 
temptatioQ to turn aside a few moments in her simple task. 
Ead she ever accustomed herself to encourage wandering 
tboughti in her different employents, to turn from them for 
every frivolous pretence, she would never have withstood the 
temptation of idling away her time with the goodly looking 
strangers, and thus demonstrated a character totally unfit to be 
the ancestress of God's chosen race. But as she went down to 
the well and filled her pitcher, and came up, " neither turning 
to the right nor to the left," so it behoves us to follow our daily 
duties, would we, like her, receive the blessing of the Lord. Jt 
is said to be woman's nature ever to be unsteady — to be caught 
by the glare of every new object, every new face— to become 
frivolous from allowing herself in youth to flutter from one 
employment to another, seeking but sweets, and terrified at the 
first sight of all that may seem more harsh or stern. But such 
frivolity is incompatible with the regenerate and spiritual woman 
whose guidance is her Bible, whose sustainer is her God. She 
feels too deeply responsible to Him for every hour of her time 
to squander ite smallest portion needlessly away. She seeks to 
love Him too earnestly, too continually, not to associate the 
hope of His approval with her every employment, and so asso- 
daled it is impossible for them to be frivolously followed or 
hghfjy interrupted ; and if domestic duties were thus performed 
bythe young daughter of a house who knew not by direct reve- 
lation the Lord, how much more devolves upon us her descend- 
ants, to whom the Lord himself has vouchsafed, throach His 
holy Word, both guidance and example ! O! let as the^ in our 
every pursuit, first ponder well if we may lay it before our God 
and upon it ask His blessing ; and if we truly can, let us pureue 
It with all our heart, and soul, and might, if we would indeed 
seek tlie loving tenderness of our God, the respect of the world 
and of ouiselves. 

Nor is her steadiness the only portion of Rebecca's earlj 
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character demanding our admira^on. The winning ana obliging 
gentleoess with which she met the stranger's address proceeded 
from the genuine kindness, the real politeness of an utterly 
unselfish heart. The request was not only granted, but granted 
with such sweetness of manner and respectful words as threefold 
to enhance the kindness of the deed. The beautiful laws con- 
tained in the 32d, 33d, and 34th verses of the 19th chapter of 
Leviticus had not then been issued, j-et the conduct of Rebecca 
was a practical illustration of the spirit which tUey teach. She 

Eaid respect to age, and did unto the stranger even as if he had 
een one born in the land ; and this we may all do. It is not 
enough that we act kindly, and rnean kindly, in our intercourse 
either with friends or strangers. We must make manifest kindly 
feeling by a kindly and conciliating manner. At a period when 
the dnft of education sometimes appears to condemn, conquer, 
and entirely annihilate feeling, this will be difficult, for widely 
different is the manner which is taught, however perfect may be 
its propriety, its gentleness, its suavity, to that which springs 
from the heart, and has its ori^n in overflowing and unselfish 
feeling. But has the heart — has feeling anything to do with 
our behavior to a perfect stranger, and acquaintance of the hour, 
whom in the whole course of our life we may never meet again i 
It has, and it may be productive of good, both to ourselves and 
others. The great, the good, the mighty and most merciful 
Creator of heaven and earth disdained nol^ even in the midst of 
this stupendous creation, to bid the earth bring forth her Jlowcrs, 
not to serve as food, or shelter, or absolute use in the common 
meaning of the word, but simply to beautify, to enliven, to 
rejoice, to fiing a gladness and a sunshine on the desert waste 
and weary wilderness, and add beauty and rejoicing even where 
all around is joy; and as flowers to the eartii, so is kindliness 
to man. It will not remove grief, nor give him what perchance 
be needs, but it may cause a flower to spring up in the lonely 
recess or careworn furrow of his heart, whose memory may 
linger long after the flower itself has perished. And shall we 
acorn the power that will do this! Shall we think a flower of 
half an hour's growth too worthless to be given, too trifling to 
be gathered? Oh I let us not encourage such a thought. We 
may know, indeed, nothing of the stranger with whom, for a 
brief hour, we may be thrown ; but that very ignorance should 
arge us to courtesy and kindliness. His course may have been 
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one of care, his present lot a waste, and a gentle tone and kiud 
maimer may be to bim as the flower in the desert wiling liim 3 
bnef while from his own saJ thoughts. Or it may be his Jot 
has been and is all joy; and yet will kindliness be sweet, evea 
as the flower in the festive hall, or in the pathway of the bride ; 
its form scarce noticed at tlie time, yet so blending with its 
associated images as in memory lo be called up again and yet 
again. Wa are not placed here to live for ourselves alone, and 
more powerfully than aught else, if it spring from ilw heart, 
and has its birth, in feeling, will a kind and gentle manner rivet 
(ie links of brotherhood, bid us feel we are all children of our 
common Father, and so strengthen our love in Him, and for 
each otheh 

On us more especially, aliens and exiles fiom our own land, is 
manner, as the mirror of the heart, incumbent. There has a 
time, but lately passed away, when to perform this duty was 
impossible, and therefore supposed to be unnecessary. When 
scorned, persecuted, condemned aa the very scum of the earth, 
hated and reproached, it was as utterly impossible for us to 
manifest courtesy and kindness, as to receive them. Hatred 
begets hatred, as scorn begels scorn, more esperaally when 
neither emotion maybe avowed. Wliat did the cringing man- 
ner, the abject tone of (he persecuted, tortured Jew conceal ! 
Was it marvel it should be hatred as strong, if not stronger, 
because utterly powerless, than that of his cruel, his tyraimica! 
oppri^ssor) But now that in some enlightened and blessed 
realms these fearful tjmes are past, and the right hand of 
fellowship extended to us, shall the exile and oppressed refuse 
to meet in amity and confidence, the sons of tiie land which 
gives them protection and home ? We were commanded to 
sliow kindness lo a stranger, as to one born amongst us. That 
blessed privilege is no longer ours, for wo are strangers in a 
strange land ; yet may we still obey the ipirit of the law, and 
ID the cultivation of a kindly heart, and manifestation of a 
kindly feeling, let us remember we have not only an individual, 
but a nalional character to support — that a brief half hour's 
intercourse with a stranger ia endowed with power to exalt or 
to lower the cause of fcrael ; and as Rebekah's kindly cordi- 
ality was blessed to her, by making her the wife of Isaac, and 
BO revealing to her the glorious tidings of a God of love, so may 
the kindly manner of the youngest daughter of Israel bo hle*-;ed 
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to her, by making her tlie unconsdous instrument, in God's 
hand, to exalt His huly faith, and proclaim His truth in tlio 
heart and mind of the &entilea amongst whom she dwells. 

Yet, Etebekah's courtesy to the steward demonstrates neither 
presumption nor forwardness incompatible with her age or sex. 
We find her, directly her brother Laban comes forth, retiring to 
her own modest station in iier mother's tent, and claiming no 
further notice. We see, therefore, tJiat to act kindly demands 
not the forsaking our natural sphere. We are not to look 
abroad for opportunities to act as llebekah did ; but, like her, 
we shall find them without leaving our home, in the domestio 
and social intercourse of daily life. Let us ponder well upon 
these things, and, as dauizhters of Israel, make it our glory and 
our pride to do our simplest duty " with all our might ;" our 
pleasure, to scatter flowers on the path of all with whom we 
may be thrown ; and dwelling with meek and loving content- 
ment in our appointed sphere, remember that the cause of Israel 
is our own, and it is in our power to exalt or degrade it. 

For twenty years, the lives of Rebekah and Isaac appear to 
have passed in all the quiet felicity of domestic love and peace. 
Abraham was still living, happy in the happiness of his son 
Isaac; for to his other sons "Abraham gave gifts, and sent 
them away from Isaac his son, while he yet lived, eastward unto 
the east country." He gave them, in all probability, a know- 
ledge of the Lord enough to recognise and worship hira ; but in 
Isaac, Abraham knew was the promised seed, and therefore by 
him was the ajed patriarch's home. Anxiously he, too, must 
have anticipated the birih that would prolong his line, but from 
his personal experience in "waiting for the Lord," his feelings 
must havo been leiis anxious than those of Isaac. In these 
twenty years, we hear of no temporal disturbance nor divine 
interference, as in the earlier hfe of Abraham ; but that spiritual 
communing with the Lord, and improvement in knowledge of 
and fiuth in Him, in no ways slackened or dinlinished, we are 
called upon to lielieve by the simple fact of Isaac going to 
"entreat the Lord for his wife," and tlie instant answer to his 
prayer. Again we see divine interference, not what is called 
natural causes, operating for the fulfilment of the Eternal's 
promise of a chosen seed, Jacob, the father of the twelve 
tribes, from one or other of whom the wandering Hebrew can 
■till trace descent nnd claim the promises vouchsafed unto hia 
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90 THE WOMEN OP ISRAEL. 

fathers — Jacob, even as Isaac, was the child, not aloiiu of 
promise, but of prayer. 

Those twenty years saw Eebekah as we last beheld her, only 
matured in the graces of womanhood, and so grafted on the 
house of Abraham, as hke him to worship and know the greal 
God alone. She had had, as yet, no temptation to swerve aside 
from the straight path of duty. A beloved and cherished wife, 
daughter, and mistress, her life passed by so smoothly, her affec 
tion so devoted to one first object, and thence calmly emanating 
on all under her influence, that sho was, as every other woman 
in a similar portion must have been, still entirely ignorant of 
the shoals and quicksands in her heart, which might lead to sin, 
and end in sorrow. 

Yet her first action, after proof was given of the Eternal's 
gracious answer to her husband's prayer, was one of such child- 
!ike simple confidence in the power and wisdom of the Lord to 
answer al! of doubt and fear, that to reconcile her conduct after- 
wards becomes more difficult. Unusual and incomprehensible 
suffering so oppressed her as to raise a doubt of the pro- 
mise being then about to be fulfilled. "If it be so," she 
thought, " why am I thus ?" — and without pause or hesitation, 
went directly " to inquire of the Lord." She asked no advice, 
demanded no human dd — but in heartfelt prayer — for in 
prayer only could she so inquire — laid before Him her every 
emotion, and from him implored reply. "Wo would humbly ask 
those, if indeed there can bo such, who deny to woman an 
immortal soul, refuse her the blessed privilege of individual and 
secret commune with her Creator, and believe man's prayer 
alone omnipotent, how they would interpret this very simple 
narration ? They may assert, as I believe some commentatoi's 
do, that it was through Abraham she inquired of the Lord, and 
received reply — but, as we have no warrant whatever in Scrip- 
ture, by direct word or implied inference, to confirm this asser- 
tion, we must reject it altc^ether. The long years which 
Rebekah had passed in the household of Abraham, had not 
flown by unused and spiritually unimproved. She had seen the 
Great and Invisible Being acknowledged and adored. She had 
been taught by example ; and we may be seripturally certain, 
though the fact itself is not mentioned, by precept also. Tha 
natural impulse of humanity, under alt difficulties and suffering, 
is to pray — ,ind in the beautiful simplicity of the patriarchal 
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«ge3, no artificial coldness, no appalling scepticism, no disheart- 
ening doubt, could have crowded round her, whispering that the 
prayer was vain, that the Creator of heaven and earth was 
a Being too for removed from woman's petty griefs to listen and 
give reply. In the simple trusting confidence of a child, she 
sought thii Parent whose love was omnipotent not only ti? 
undersiand the doubt and pain, but to g^ve relief, and hercoufi- 
dence was answered. How that gracious answer was vouch 
safed, whether through Abraham, or directly to b-irself, is 
I believe, an argument — but Scripture bids us believe, withou) 
hesitation, the latter — "And the Lord said unto her,^' cleai 
simple words, banishing at once all necessity for mediation 
either of man or angel ; words almost impossible, even wilfully 
to he misunderstood. The how she received this answer, whe- 
ther through the medium of the ear, or by an impression on the 
mind — can be of very little consequence ; and is one of those 
cavilling inquiries which we could wish banished, ere formed 
into words ; tending as they do to fill up the mind with vain 
and idle speculations, instead of the pure simple truths of Scrip- 
ture. It is enough, and a most blessed enough for us, that the 
" Lord said unto her," the direct answer to her inquiring 
prayer. The words were mysterious — that she was already the 
mother of two opposing nations, one of whom should be stronger 
than the other — and the elder should serve the younger." Yet, 
mysterious as they must have been, they came from the Lord. 
He had graciously vouchsafed to explain the cause of her 
unusual sufferings, and Eebefcah was satisfied ; for we find 
not another word from her of either wonderment or complaint 

And oh ^. what a blessed incentive have we from this simple 
narrative, in al. our griels and sufferings, bodily or mental, 
to inquire of the Lord — to corae to Him as our ancestreis, 
in guileless faith and simple-minded prayer. He is our Gtod aa 
He was hers — yea, ours — exiles, wanderers, womek aa we are, 
and who, with the holy word of God within his hand, shall daro 
to refuse to us, aa women, as Israehtish women, the power, the 
purity, the privilege of prayer 3 Who shall dare assert that we 
are powerless to pray, or need the mediation of man, to bear up 
our petitions to the throne of grace ! Mothers, wives, daughters 
of Israel, you alone must prove the utter falsity of this charge ! 
Before the law, under the law, during the captivity, na sasl' 
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82 THE woMKiT or iseael 

Btill find tlie Hebrew woman seeking her God in jusyer 
and receiving from him direct reply. Oh ! shall we not llins prove 
that we have a soul immortal as that of man — that the very 
breath of our being, tho light of our path, the support of 
etrength, is prayer — that prayer which brings us d^ly, nay 
hourly, in commune with a loving Father, whose ttridersymiia- 
thy is endless as His love. Let us prove we need not Chris- 
tianity eitlier to teach, or direct us how to pray — but, turning 
to the ble.ssed pages of our own Bible, make manifest that 
to look further is not needed. That there we have indeed sufB- 
cieut.for encouragement and hope; for confidence and faith. 
As Eebekah prayed, so too may we ; and aa our Father 
answered her, so will He us, Not indeed with word direct, but 
with tliat blessed calm, and hope, and faith, which prayer 
only can bestow; and with that Jieavenly patience which 
will enable us to "wait for the Lord," in the firm belief 
that whatever He may will is best. It is worthy of remark that 
Eebekah is the first recorded instance of woman's immediate 
appeal to God, and the condescending reply. 

At tlie appointed time Isaac and Rebckah became parents 
of twin sons, who grew and flourished ; and in early youth dis- 
played a contrariety of disposition and pursuits which must have 
appeared strange, in such nearly allied relations, had it not been 
rendered clearly intelligihle, at least to their mother by the 
previous words of the Lord. But yet these words do not 
appear to me sufficient for Rebekah always to have regarded 
Jacob as the promised seed. The promise, or rather explana- 
tion, given in answer to her prayer, was simply, "the one 
people shall bo stronger than the other, and the elder shall serve 
the younger;" not as was the case with Abraham, when the 
promised seid was specifically named. And in the very next 
revelation which was vouchsafed to Isaac, a few years afterwards, 
we read, " Sojourn in this land ^nd I will he with thee, and will 
bless thee; for unt<) thee, anflP unto Iky seed, will I give all 
these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware unto 
Abraham thy father. And I Will make Unj seed to multiply aa 
the stars of heaven, and will give unto tky seed all the coun- 
tries ; and in tki/ seed shall dl the nations of thfe earth bo 
blessed ;" and again, the last verse of this same xxvii, chapter — 
the Lord appeared unto him ■ the same night, and said, " I 
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im the God of Abratam, thy fathei ; fear not, for I am 
with thee, and will hiesa thee, and multiply thy seed hi my ser- 
vant Abraham's sake." 

ITie Eternal expressly says " thy seed." Isaac might he jus- 
tified in supposing that boCk his sons were concerned in the pro- 
mises, until Esau's reckless disregard of his birtiiright, and 
other spiritual blessings, in addition to his iiitennanying with 
the daughters of Canaan, must have convinced his fatiier 
that not from him could spring the chosen seed. The revelation 
that " the elder should serve the younger," must have occasioned 
Kebekah many mental inquiries; but even if she herae.f 
supposed that Jacob was the destined inheritor of Abraham's 
line, it is evident that she did not impart it to her husband. 

Isaac's love for the reckless and able hunter, Esau, is one of 
those contradictions of the heart, unaccountai)le indeed, but 
very often found. He loved Esau best, because in every respect 
he was completely his opposite. Isaac was meek, aftectionate, 
faithful, quietly and contentedly dwelling in one spot, moving 
tlience otjiy at the command of the Lord: satisfied with tho 
terajMjral blessings around him, and the spiritual blessings of 
promise. Esau, bold, enterprising, ever roving in search of 
active pursuit ; heeding naught but the present; scorning his 
home and home Ues ; rude and rough, yet, when excited, 
deeply and warmly affectionate to his aged father. And Isaac 
loved him better than his younger son, who, more like himself, 
"was a pliun or upright man dwelling in tents." But Rebekah 
loved Jacob, Sacred history does not say why — and we are 
therefore permitted to infer, that it was simply because it is in 
womai.'s nature to love him best who is least loved by his 
father. But Kebekah's favoritism, as we shall see in the sequel, 
was stronger and more culpable than that of Isaac. All such 
emotions are stronger in woman's heart than in man's— because, 
with the former, ^^firaj ia the. most powerful, and with the 
latter, reason. Partiality must always occasion injustice, and 
more particularly in a parent ; for no task demands more con- 
trol and feeling, more complete conquest of self, than that of 
parental affection, Tho dispositions, the characters of the 
divei's members of one family are so varied, tliat it is impossible 
to guide ail by one and the same training. An impartial mother 
will know every light and shadow of every disposition, and 
guide and act accordingly. A partial mother eees but the 
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virtues and qualities of one, and from want of sympathy nv] 
proper management of the other in early years, makes him iu 
reality all that she believed him. Jacob was domestic, because 
a mothers doting love made his home one of enjoyment, and 
aiiminislfired to every want. 

It was not til! after Sarah's death that Isaac oven sought a 
wife, and not till he was parted from hia mother that Jacob 
loved, proofs all convincing of the strength, the beauty the 
fulness of the love which in thoso simple ages united the mothei 

To Esau this soothing and blessed love was not given as ii 
was to Jacob ; and while his hasty and inconsiderate marriage 
with the daughters of the Hittite was a grief of mind to IsSc 
and Kebetah, the latter's neglect might have been in part their 
cause. Esau had no kindly woman"a heart to turn to, as had 
his brother, yet we have proof that his affections were as strong 
—perchance, from his ruder character, yet stronger— and the 
very want of female love at home might have first urged him to 
seek It from the stranger. Oh ! it is sad when partiality and its 
concomitant, injustice, obtains entrance into a mother's heart. 
It steals in so silently, so disgnisedly, that unless every avenue 
be guarded, its advances are utterly unknown, till it has gained 
a strength and substance which hold ns chained. Mere human 
love, omnipotent as in a mother's breast it is, is not sufficient to 
guard us from such weakness— no, nor former strem^th and 
stabihty of character. Rebekah had all this, and yet as a mother 
she fell. It can only be that close communion with the univer- 
sal Father, who alone knows and feels every secret throbbing 
of a mother's heart, and from whose hand alone can come the 
strength, not only to c/uide aright her treasures, but to hel 
anght herselE 

During the growth of his sons, Isaac's temporal riches very 
greatly increased. Abraham's death did not take place till his 
grandsons were fifteen. He who had believed it next to 
impossible in his old age to have a son, lived not only to tlcss 
his son, but his son's seed. A famine had sent Isaac and his 
family, by direcUon of the Eternal, fo Gerar, and there he dwelt 
until he became so rich and great that the " Philistines envied 
him ;" and their king, Abiraelech, said unto him, "Depart from 
us, for thou art much mightier than we." And ho did so, and 
after some wanderings, fixed his tent at Beersheba ; and thera 
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KTan tlie Tiord appeared unto him, bidding him " fear not, for 
He was with him." Beersheba, therefore, appears to have been 
tlio &;ene of all the domestic events which followed — Esau 
sellmg his unvalued birthright — his subsequent marrif^e—- the 
vexations thence proceeding to Isaac and Kebekah — and those 
bodily infirmities of the former, which occasioned his anxioua 
desire to "bless his son before he died." 

Rebekah heard the words of her husband. She had seen 
him call his firstborn to his couch, and bid Lim seek venison, 
and bring the savory meat that he loved, that his soul might 
bless him before he died ; and her heart swelled tremblingly 
within her. Esau ? Was Ksau to have his father's blessing ! 
Ho who had sold his birthright^ and so spumed his privileges 
as heir ; and if he had it, how could the Lord's word be fulfilled, 
and the " elder serve the younger V Why could she not pre- 
vent it, and secure to him whom the Lord before his birth had 
chosen as the mightiest, the blessing of his father i It was 
easy to be accomplished ; and surely, as the Lord had said it, 
she was justified in using any means to bring it to pass. Such 
was weak, finite reasoning — such the baneful whisper of our 
earthly nature, urged on by the rushing torrent of human affec- 
tions. In that dread moment of temptation, how might she 
realize the unquestioning faith which would hid her feel, "The 
Lord hath spoken, and will he not do it ?" That His will 
needed no human aid for its fulfilment; that He would do His 
pleasure in the very face of thaw contradictory events, which 
human will aod finite wisdom might so weave as to render its 
fulfilment seemingly impossible. If Kebekah had but "inquired 
of the Lord" in this perplexity, as on a former one, the whole 
train of deceit and its subsequent suffering would have been 
a,verted. But she was still a woman, weak, wavering, a very- 
reed in her mortal nature, and liable, as every child of Adam, 
to temptation and to sin. 

Had she even waited but one brief hour, all would have been 
well— tie evil impulse would have been conquered in her pious 
heart, by a train of thought as above, but there was no time 
either to wait or think again ; and, acting on the impulse, she 
called Jacob, and after informing him of his father's directions to 
his brother, continued in a strain that would lead us to believe, 
that even at that moment she feared Jacob's upright nature 
•fould shrink from the ta'ik she imposed. " Now, therefore, my 
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sor, OBEY my voice, according to that which I command tlioe," 
She olaimed his unquestioning obedience, ere imparting tbat 
wliich she desired, and then proceeded. Surely her heart must 
have reproached her, when her owe son. ventured to suggest, 
tliough guardedly and respectfully, that it was a fraud, and 
might bring upon him a curse instead of a blessing. Yet still she 
enforces the command, " Upon me be the curse, my son, only 
ooey my voice." And he did obey her, weakly and mistakenly; 
for had he resisted, had he submissively, yet firmly braved her 
momentary wrath, the evil temptation must have been subdued, 
and the mother saved by the unscrupulous honesty of the son. 

But this was not to be. To make manifest His ways, that 
suffering musl attend deceit, however for the moment it may 
seem to succeed, the Eternal permitted the plans of finite form- 
ing uninterruptedly lo proceed, working out indeed Hia will 
through them, but punishing even in success. The kid was 
procured and dressed — the very hands and neck of Jacob dis- 
guised, lest their smoothness should betray him ; and thus 
attired by a mother to deceive, he approached the bed-side of 
his blind latlier. How fearfully must the heart of Eebekah have 
throbbed at every word uttered by her husband and son ! How 
terrified at the words of the unsuspecting, yet half doubting 
Isaac ! " Come near, I pray thee, that I may fee! thee, my son, 
whether thou be my very sou Esau or not." And Jacob went 
near unto Isaac his father, and he felt him, and said, " The voice 
is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau." And, 
again, as doubling still, he asks, " Art thou my very son Esau! 
and Jacob answered, I am." The inspired historian might not 
interrupt his brief, yet how deeply impressive detail, to dilate on 
a woman's feelings ; yet we, her descendants, are surely justified 
in judging for a moment of Rebekah's emotions daring this 
interview, by what our own would be. She couid have had no 
support, no stay, for she had wilfully banished truth, and how, 
then, might she pbayI Her whole heart and mind must have 
been troubled and tossed by every trifling word ; discovery and 
shame, perhaps (be very loss or estrangement of her husband's 
love, were as likely as the longed for success. How often, 
during that interim, must she have longed once more to tread 
the path of truth, for Rebekah was a mere novice in deceit ! Her 
nature, as we have seen, was guileless and open as the day ; the 
mere temptation of the moment, and its consequent anxious and 
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imppll nr fi>elings, could not have so changed tliat nature, as to 
ni ike her an unmoved witness of that whiuh followed — the very 
f-ilschuod repeated and insisted upon by tliose lips which she 
hii taught tiom infancy to lisp forth truth. But when the 
blessing WT3 obtained, when she saw her plan had in truth suc- 
ceeded we may supirose, judging still by human nature, that 
tlitse agon zing doubts and fears were for the moment calmed 
n the triumph of success — coDscienca was hushed an-am, in the 
thought that she had compassed by stratagem that which she 
believed impossible to have been obt^ned else — that it mast 
have been right and good so to have acted, or it would not have 
been pennitted to succeed. Alas I how often do we so deceive 
ourselves ! Could we but glance a little, a very little, further on, 
we should know, and teel (how bitterly !) that the very deceit 
we believed innocent, because it brought success, has been our 
first step in the paths of woe. 

And so it was with Kebekah, though as yet she knew it not. 
Her feelings of triumph couM nut, however, have lasted long : 
"And it eaiaa to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of 
blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the 
presence of his father, that Esau, his brother, carae in from 
hunting;" and that interview followed, which, for simple and 
touching pathos, is not surpassed by any incident in the bible. 

Rebekah was a partial, but not a weak or unkind mother. 
She loved Jacob better than his brother, but Esau was slJU her 
son, her first-bom, and oh ! how painfullv must her heart have 
yearned towards him, when she heard his g eat an 1 ct eed nj, 
bitter cry !" — " Hast thou but one blessing n y fatha — bl s 
rae, even me also, O my father — and Esiu 1 f ed u[ Is o ce 
and wept." Esau, the rude, the careless hu te wl o 1 id 
seemed to care for naught but his own pleaau es the chase the 
field, the wild ! He bowed down by his bl nd fhthe 1 ke an 
infant, and wept ; beseeching the blessing of wh ch a mother 
and a brother's subtlety had deprived him Could Rebekah 
have been a witness, or even hearer of this s eno w bout los ng 
all the triumph of success, in sympathy with the angn sh of 1 er 
first-born? It is impossible to ponder on her previous character, 
without being convinced of this. It is not from one act, one 
unresisted temptation, that we ought to pronounce judgment on 
a fellow-creature : yet, from our unhappy proneness to con- 
demn, we generally do so. The character of Rebekah is tbiu 
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too often supposed to bo evil alone, and lier unfortunate decep 
tion in farov of her best beloved son is the only part of ter lifts 
brought strongly forward ; whereas, if we look and think on all 
that sacred history has recorded of her, that there is also perfect 
Kilence as to any other fault (which, had she cominittect, we may 
be sure would have been told for our warning) — it becomes 
evident that this guilty action proceeded, not from foretiumr^ht, 
which would have manifested a naturally evil disposition, but 
from impulse ; the thought, the temptation of a moment, over- 
balancing by its force the rectitude of years. As forethought, 
we must londcmn both the sin and the sinner. As impulse, we 
must abhor the sin — but only grief and trembling for the weak- 
ness of human nature must attend our reflectioas on the sinner. 
Nor are we justified in denying her those emotions of grief and 
doubt, which must have succeeded the triumphant success of 
ber momentarily formed plan. 

But self-accusation was not to be her only punishment. Did 
the blessed word of the All-Just relata the deception alone, we 
might well hffiitate to afSrm that her conscience brought 
reproach, and believe that the deed was not as guilty as it seems. 
But we are not thus left to our own imaginations. The 
events which followed, bo prove, without doubt or question, the 
displeasure of the Eternal against the deed, that we can have 
no hesitation whatever in believing that conscience, " the 
angel of the Lord," was busy within her, ere the bolt of justice 
fell. 

" And Esau hated Jacob, because of the blessing wherewith 
his father blessed him. And ^au said in hia heart, The days 
of mourning for my father are at hand; — then will I slay my 
brother Jacob. And these words of Esau her elder son were 
(old to Eebekah." What fearful tidings for a mother ! How 
must her thoughts have returned, with agonizing forebodings, 
to the first death which had marred this beautiful world. Had 
not that been fratricide and for envy, the same feeling 
which now actuated Esau t And was not she, aa Eve had been, 
the cause ! Still nearer cause ; for she it was, who, by leading 
Jacob to deceive, had armed a brother's hand against him. 
How Esau's intentions could have been revealed to her, when tlie 
eacred historian expressly tells us that Esau but spake them ifi 
his heart, must remain unsolved, unless, as appears most pro- 
bable, it was Ertbekah's own fears which betrayed them ; cou 
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firmed by the manner of Esau towards his brother, and by her 
own knowledge of Ms character. His strong love for hia iather, 
which to me is the redeeming beauty of Esau's character, might 
restrain him awhile — but were the death which Isaac hiraselt 
appeared to anticipate, speedily to take place, the mother's 
forebodings well imagined that the haughty Esau would never 
submit to bow to his brother, and call Lim heir. Painfully she 
must have felt, that not for her would Esau restrain his purpose, 
though the wildest ebullition of his natural anger was subdued 
by the deep loving reverence he bore his father. Might not she 
too have claimed that love, had she lavished on his youthful 
years tfaa same affection she had given to his brother 3 Was it 
not her own fault, that in this wild wish for vengeance, tie 
death of the oftender, he thought not of the Buffering which 
such a deed would indict on her ! That such thoughts were 
ascendant, and the voice of self-reproach more loud and thrilling 
than any anger against Esau for his fearful design, is proved by 
her counsel to lacob — when calling him to her, she said, 
" Behold thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort him- 
self, purposing to kill thee. Now, therefore, my son, obey my 
voice and arise, and flee thou to my brother Laban, in Haran. 
And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn 
away, and he foi^et that which thou hast done to Lim ; then I 
will send, and fetch thee from thence. Why should I also be 
deprived of you both in one day !" 

_ here is not one word of invective ^;ainst Esau. If she sljll 
supposed that her act was justified, inasmuch as it seemed to 
further the designs of the Eternal, Esau's intention to slay his 
brother must have seemed too sinful, too horrible, to be passed 
without some comment either of anger or fear. But iar 
otherwise is the spirit of her words. They breathe but a 
mother's anxious agony — a consciousness that Esau's wrath was 
but too just. Jacob had no defence to plead, and so avert the 
threatened wrath. Nothing could save him but flight, till the 
hasty but not placable Esau was appeased; and from ker lips 
the mandate of exile went forth : — " Why should I also be 
deprived of you both in one day !" How aifectingly do those 
simple words betray, not alone the love she bore to both her 
sons, but that her thoughts turned to the history of the past — 
'oreboding Eve's awful trial for herself! There is no wailing, no 
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complaint, but in those brief worda, wB:it a volume of womaa's 
deepest feeling is revealed I 

Her real emotious having tliu^ lind vent to Jacob, Rebekah 
■was better able to control them befoie ber husband; and she 
Baid unto him, " I am weary of my life, because of the daugh- 
ters of Heth. If Jacob take a wife of the dangliters of lleth, 
such as these which are of the daughters of the land, what good 
shall my life do me?" 

It would have been the extreme of cruelty fo ba.e increased 
tbe grief of the infirm Isaac, by a narration of Esau's evil inten- 
tions towards his brother — when Esau himself had controlled 
his fierce passion for his fiitber's sake. Nor could Eebekali's 
confession of her fault now in any way redeem it. It would 
but have excited against her the anger of her husband, as being 
the primary cause of the dissensions between bis sons — and have 
occasioned him increased affliction. It was, in this instance, 
wiser and better to bide from Isaac the sad cause of Jacob's 
departure; and urge bira to do that for his son of promise, 
which Abraliiim had done for him ; and the mother's fearful 
anxiety was calmed by the paternal command, coupled with a 
reiterated blessing, for her younger son " lo go to Padan-Aram, 
tbe house of Betliuel, thy mother's father, and take thee a wife 
from one of the daughters of Laban, thy molher'a brother." 
" And Isaac sent away Jacob." 

And thus was the mother parted from the son, for whoso 
beloved sake she had been tempted to turn a^ide from the 
straight line of probity and truth which in such guilelessness and 
beauty she bad trodden so cbangelessly before. And is it noi 
ever thus 3 When we once turn from the one straight path, can 
we say, thus far shall we go and no further! Can wo set a 
boundary to the rushing flood of pain and sorrow which, when 
we have removed the barrier of truth, obtains dominion, dash- 
ing our Ciirest dreams to earth, and bringing misery in the very 
garments of success ! And well is it for those whom the Lord 
BO gradously compassionates as to reveal tliese fatal companions 
of deception ere it be too late, and the charmed path be Irodden 
till tliere is no turning back. 

"Who can peruse the history of Rebekah, and yet believe she 
was not punished for her sia! Wherefore bad she pursued 
tueh &tal measures for the obtaining of the blessing for bet 
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tivorita Jacob, save to keep him for ever by her siae, even as 
laaac had never quitted the tenia of his father? A3 a younger 
Bon, hia lot would in all probability have been to seek his own 
fortune. As the inheritor of the blessinga vouchaafud to Abra- 
ham, there could he no need for him to leave her; and what 
was the issue ? Baniahment from his raother's home, or expo- 
sure to his brother's wrath, — the sword of vengeance evef 
hanging above hia head. Was this nothing to a food mother's 
heart ? Let a parent ponder for one moment on the idea 
of one beloved child falling by the hand of another, and his 
heart will give the answer. Parting itself was preferable to such 
over present dread, yet what agony must have been that 
parting ! 

Not then, as now, might the absent ones be united by mutual 
intelligence. Neither post nor traveller passed between Beer- 
sheba and Padan-Aram, Long weary wastes of country 
stretched between, and though Rebekah's command was, 
" Tarry there a/cw days" she knew it must be long months era 
they met agmn. Nor will the vi^ue thought of the hour of 
meeting ever lessen the pang of parting. It is the pang itself 
which is felt, the looking in vain for the beloved form in its 
accustomed haunts, the wild yearning to list once more the 
voice which sounds id memory alone, to feel the fond pressure 
of the hand, the kiss which welcomed morning and evening, 
without which day seemed scarce begun, and night came unob- 
served. The pictured hardships of the lonely wanderer which 
no mother's hand may soften, the woe ansoothed, the pain 
unhealed, the tJred frame untended, — these, and a hundred 
other fears, and thoughts of suffering, haunt a mother's waking 
dreams, and nightly pillow, — felt not, dreamed not by the wan- 
derer, yet clinging to woman's breast with a tenacity and 
anguish time only can dispel. And because Rebekah Uved so 
many thousand years ^0, shall we deny to her these feelings 
when the hour came, and her beloved one departed — departed 
and alone, with no manifestation of the fruit of that blessin^ 
which she had lured him to obtmn ! 

With the departure of Jacob, the history of Eiibtkih 
concludes, for her name is no more mentioned. — Even on her 
death Uoly Writ is silent. We only know that she wis buried 
in the cave of Machpelah, by the words of Jacob in Gon xl \ 
BI. And from tliere being no mention whatever of her on 
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Jacobs return to Hebron, wo must infer that she died before his 
arrival, and never had the happiness of folding him to her 
heart again. How sad and lonely must her declining years 
have seemed without him who had been so long her stay ; even 
though her long dormant affection for Esau may have been 
aroused from the injustice she had done him — and he evidently 
sought, with a softened spirit, to gratify his parents, by a union 
with a daughter of his uncle Ishmael, — he could never have 
been to her as Jacob; and p^nfully and sadly must sbs have 
yearned for the absent, as the " few days," which she had pic- 
tured, widened into long months and yet longer years. How 
changed must her life have seemed, and changed from the 
impulse of a moment ; and as death neared — as she felt it 
might no longer be averted, and she had waited and prayed in 
vain to behold her son on earth once more — must she not have felt 
to the full, that, though the deception had been successful, though 
the blessing had been ^ven, the means of its bestowal could 
not have been " acceptable to the Lord V and had she, as we are 
privileged to do, beheld the life of trial and disappointment, and 
retributive deception, which marked the earthly course of her 
favorite son, this solemn truth would have been impressed still 

Yet the death of Kebekah was in all probability one of peace, 
and calm holy reliance on the infinite mercy of her God. He 
had chastised, but in the midst of chastisement had mercy ; 
the fury of Esau had been turned aside, Jacob been saved, and 
peace preserved in the household of Isaac. Her earthly idol 
removed from her sight, we may well believe that Rebekah 
returned to her domestic dutira with that singleness of purpose 
and uprightness of heart which had marked her earlier years. 
The temptation to turn aside, the loving mercy of the Eternal 
had removed, and the mother, even while her heart bled, must 
have pronounced the mandate just If in her youth, before the 
knowledge of the God of Abraham had been imparted, she had 
felt with her brother, " It is the Lord, we cannot speak unto thee 
bad or good," would she not — now that long years had been 

Eassed in his service — have felt even in her affliction " it is the 
ord," and, without murmur or compliunt, submit herself to llis 
will! 

Are we then, it may be asked, to give Rebekah the meed of 
unmixed admiration ? to rest only on the good points of her 
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the good and evil. Had n«bek h b t Id h t, h If 
closed, she should have acted a. b 1 il I Id II 

jirobability have felt it impossib! y h h Id w 

born, would liave shrunk with h f m tb ] f 1 
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we are not to condemn her, asfthuftatpp yf 
woman, " to compass by strata m w th m k d f 1 
ing of her character, and that th f th en I t tb fvod 
was ever the ascendant. This th mm t wh h 

superficial thinkers fall ; and from h b q -^s 

to the morality of the Bible, that its holirees would be more 
confirmed were there no such faults recorded. If indeed those, 
of whom it so impartially writes, were thus faultless, it would be 
destined for the use of Angels, not of man. But not such was 
the design of the Eternal, lie inspired holy men to write that 
which would comfort and sustain man, when bis immediate 
presence and guidance were veiled from mortal eyes ; and Ills 
faithful sen-ants alike, male and female, were depictured in their 
virtues and their lajlures, with an impartiality and truth which 
were to be our hope in our lowly efforts after virtue, and our conso- 
lation in our weakness and our sin. Eebekah's fault was one, her 
virtues many ; and therefore, while we abhor and pray sgainst the 
tin, we can only grieve and lament that^ human weakness which 
tdumphed in one moment of strong temptation over the 
virtuous strength of years. We dare not condemn and scorn 
that weakness ; for did we so, we scorn, and condemn, and pro- 
nounce judgment on ourselves. How may we assert that, had 
we been placed as Kebekah in that dread moment, we too 
should not have done as she did ? Can we assert that the 
promise of the Eternal would have been so strongly impressed 
within us, that we could have left its fulfilment in His hands, 
without one effort by our own ^eney to forward it! Can we 
Bay that we should have gone to Him in prayer, beseeching 
Ilim to counteract the design of Isaac in favor of his firstborn, 
and rest contented that the prayer would be heard and 
answered ! 

There may be some too, loudly and reproachfully to condemn 
that weak partiality whieh was the real origin of the evil, — yet 
let such take heed, lest they too sEould fall by the same weak- 
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ness, fci they know not how their affections may equally be 
tried. Oil I not in condemnation of our meek and gentle 
ancestress shall we reap the benefit of lier example, and turn 
aside from her faults. If, even in Ler, the weakness of human 
nature once triumphed over the immortal spirit, what may save 
us from the same fiiult J Will the purity of youth, the piety 
of early womanhood, the truth and virtue of long years? 
Will these obtain such sway as always to he our safeguard and 
our strength ! Alas I not these ; it must be the grace of Goil 
alone, sought by constant prayer and utter dependence upon 
Him, — ^the constant watch over ourselves, — the knowledge of 
our own weakness, — that which most exposes us to fall beneath 
temptation, — the consciousness that there is not a domestic 
duty, — not a home affection, — not an hour's emploj-mtnt, — not 
a daily path or nightly thought, in which sin mav not creep in 
and obtain dominion, unless effectually guarded against by 
unceasing watchfulness and prayer. And to us, yet more than 
any other nation in the world, ia this watchful care and daily 
petition needed. To Israel is intrdsted the Hokor oy 
THE Lord ; His chosen, His beloved, His witnesses, the record- 
ers of His ways unto man, the promulgators of His eternal 
love. How may we be lukewarm in His cause, when we are 
so called upon to exalt His glory! Wo are scattered among 
the nations as witnesses of the past and pledges of the 
FUTURE, and shall we with indifierenco permit othei's to claim 
the privileges which are ours, and assert that, until the epoch 
of Christianity, God had no witnesses upon earth ! No, 
Ono! Surely, individually and nationally, we shall use our 
every effort to proclsum our high and glorious descent amid 
the nations 1 

One point more, and we must conclude this memoir, already 
BO much longer than we intended. It has been said, that as 
the Eternal ordained that Jacob was to recei^■Q the promised 
blessing, and that the "elder should serve the younger," it 
must have been obtained in some way ; and therefure the 
ffMWM of its accom[.lishment were of little consequence, thus 
endeavoring to remove all that was reprehensible in the 
conduct of Jacob and his mother. Nay, some commentators 
try to make her conduct proceed from a behef that her course 
of " acting was in such conformity with the divine prediction, 
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tliat she determined at all lisks, and by any means, to secure 
ihe blessing far her younger and more worthy son." * 

This species of reasoning appears as mistakeu aa the too 
violent condemnation of Gebekah, and so completely at 
variance witJi the simple, trusting piety of the patriarchs and 
their families, tbat we cannot at all suppose it actuating the 
mother's feelings. Besides which, to think thus, supposes a 
pre-dclerminalion to deceiv.3 her husband, whereas the narrative 
of the Bible clearly marks it the impulse of the moment 

Isaac, before his birth, was the child of promise to Abraham : 
the Lord had promised he should bo the father of a multitude, 
and in him and his seed all nations should be blessed. Yet 
that very child, Abraham was commanded to sacrifice, and 
without hesiution he prepared to obey, feeling convinced, tliat 
though to him the means of accomplishing the divine promise 
were plunged in darkest mystery — if indeed his child must die 
— yet still that the promise vioutd be fulfilled without any inter- 
vention of man ; his duty was simply to obey, and tlie promise 
was fulfilled. 

As the command of the Lord to slay his son was tlie trial of 
Abraham's faith, so were the words of Isaac to Esau the tria/ 
of Rebekah's. She ought to have known, from that veiy 
incident in the early life of her liusband, that whatever the 
I-ord has once swd, He wili. perform, however mysterious may 
seem the means of its accomplishment — that though Isaaa 
might intend to give the blessing to his first-bom, his words 
would have been overruled, and the blessing reserved for Jacob, 
without any strife between the brotliers or their consequent 
separation. But her faith was not strong enough for that most 
difficult duty — to " wait for the Lord." Woman-lilte, feeling 
was her vieahusi, impulse her guide, faith succumbed before 
these, and so left her unguarded, when its invulnerable defence 
was more needed than it had ever been before. 

Kebekah had perhaps some excuse for her momentary fancy 
that her course of acting was, from its success, acceptable to 
the Lord ; but we have nohb. The idea that human means 
are necessary to forward any intention of the Most High, 
etnnot be entertained a single moment without verging on 
impiety, when we have the whole Word of God to prove by 

■ Philippson :— &e Koie3 to Mr. De Sola's Bible, 



.tec bv Google 



precept and example that He is as omnipotent to do as to mil. 
Man is a free agent. Kebekah had equal power to " wait fo? 
the Lord" as to urge her son to deception. That she chose 
the latter was human frailty, no pre-ordain meet. He indeed 
permitted the fraud in appearance to succeed, because He had 
jJready ordained that Jacob should be the promised seed, and 
His changeless and all-wise decree might not be turned aside 
even to annul, and so punish the designs of sin. But that in 
no way escujpates the fraud. Had no deceit whatever been 
practised, the blessing would still have been Jacob's. It 
matters not how ; it is enough to know that the ways of the 
Eternal are not our ways, and that Hb decrees require no aid 

That human designs, liowever sinful, however contrary to the 
pleasure of the Lord, are overruled to further His divine economy 
— no one who attentively studies and believes God's Word can for 
asingle moment doubt ; but this truth in not one tittle renders us 
leas responsible beings. That the Eternal ever bringeth forth 
and worketh universal good from partial evil, proves His loving 
kindness. His beneficence, His all-wise, ever acting mercy alone. 
Hot that man b in any point acquitted, or that evil is & 
necessary adjunct to the bringing forth of good. The workers 
and the designers of evil are, individually, objects of displeasure, 
and will suffer the burden of their guilt, lie doers of evil the 
God of Love abhors, even while His compassion overrules the 
rfeerfs, and turns them in His hand to the furtherance of 

We are earnestly and heartily anxious to impress this 
important truth on the niinda of our younger readers, who, in 
their early perusal of God's Holy Word, may and will feel 
startled, that human weakness should not only be recorded, but 
its actions be permitted to succeed. Success is not always a 
proof of the Eternal's approbation. The history of both 
Kebekah and Jacob proves the displeasure of the Lewd towaria 
t?temselves individually, though their action was overruled to 
the accomplishment of His previous will, Rebekah never saw 
ler son again ; and Jacob, though spiritually blessed, was in his 
earthly career more unfortunate than any of his family before 
or after him. 

This narrative alone, then, ought to bid us eschew a, 
wandering from the one strtught path of single-hearted truth 
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tliat we never can do so without exciting the displeasure of out 
Heavenly Father, even though our plaJis may seem crowned 
with unmerited success. The attribute of out God is iBtinr : 
how then dare we heliere that He smiles upon tliose w!io 
depart from it, or requires human deception to forward His 
almighty will ? As His children. His oviOy His firstrhorn, oh ! let 
ouf watchword be truth ! Let our upright, single-minded, 
straightforward adherence to truth in every Siought, word, ana 
deed, proclaim whose wrrsESaES we are, and compel the 
nations to ackiiowleilee that we are " Israelites indeed !" 



CHAPTER IV. 



It was on the same spot, in the land of the East, where nearly 
a centary previous Abraham's steward had bowed himself to the 
earth in prayer, that several shepherds and their flocks were 
assembled, grouped by the side of a well, from whose mouth 
the great stone covering had not yet been rolled aside. It was 
high noon, when a stranger approached, and courteously 
addressing the shepherds, inquired ; " My brethren, whence be 
vo3 And they said. Of Haran are we. And he said unto 
them, Know ye Laban, the son of Nahor ? And they said. We 
know him. And he said unto them, Is he well ? And they 
paid, He is well, and behold Eachel his daughter cometh with 
the sheep. And while he yet spake with Aem Rachel came 
with her father's sheep, forshe kept them. And it came to pass 
when Jacob saw Rachel, the daughter of Laban his mother's 
brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother's brother, that Jacob 
went near, and rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and 
watered the sheep ; and Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his 
voice and wept, and Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's 
brotlier, and that he was Rebekah's son. And she ran and tol_ 
her father." 
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Such, iQ the aimple yet impressive language of Holy Wilt, 
was tlie first meeting of Jacob and his beautiful cousin. 

Lonely and sad the exiled Jacob had turned from tlie home 
of his childhood and the parents of his love. The child of 
promise and of pra,yer — the inheritor of God's especial blessing 
— the ancestor of kings — was compelled to make his bed on the 
cold earth, with notliing but stones for his pillow. How must 
his thoughts have clung to his mother and his home! That 
his heart was once mora fitted for the reception and comprehea- 
sion of holy things, is proved by tho dream which Infinite 
AVisdora vouchsafed, to strengthen and encourasre hl.n. The 
promise would not have been revealed to one unworthy to receive 
it. Though human weakness may sully and darken even the 
choicest servants of the Lord, yet not unto the i.npure, the 
unholy, the unrepentant, would the Holy One impart the bless- 
ing of His spirit and His guidance. Acknowledgment o( his 
fault must have brought Jacob once more ba the feet of his 
Heavenly Father, or the confirmation of the blessed promise 
would have still been delayed. 

On the beautiful, the most consoling vision vouchsafed to 
Jacob, consoling, not only to him but to us, wo may not linger. 
Yet, though so spiritually consoled, strengthened, and refreshed, 
the mortal nature of the wanderer must often have obtained 
ascendency during his jouraey, and have rendered it at the very 
least dreary and sad. Jacob had never been tried till his 
departure from his fiither's house ; and, therefore, though awe- 
struck and " afraid' at the glorious revelation when its impression 
was vividly before him, his very vow supposes a slight degree 
of doubt, natural to one only just called upon to believe : " If 
the Lord will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I 
go, giee roe bread to mi arid raiment to put ore, so that I come 
again to my father's house in peace, then the Lohd shall be my 
God." " Bread to eat and raiment to put on." Even for these 
petty oarea and trials he was dependent on the Lord alone ; yet 
that he did not possess even these — that he had literally left 
the tent of his father with his staff for his sole possession, may 
give us some idea of the human triah of our forefathers, even 
pf those whom tlie Lord most blessed. Their greatness, their 
influence, their riches, were to come from Sod alone, not fiora 
man ; their lives were to bearwitness to His providence, even as 
'heir descendants are witnesses of the fulfilment of His word 
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As Jacob was subject to all the inconveniences, fatigue, and 
suffering of travelling throiigb a strange and often Lostila 
country, as any other wanderer— his feelings, on nearing the 
abode of his uncle, may more easily be imi^ned than described, 
In his conversation with the shepherds, and then in his actively 
rolling aside the stone and watering the sheep, we may read 
the manly effort to restrain emotion, which, however, spumed 
all control when, in the simple and beautiful affection of tlie 
patriarchal age, " he kissed Kachel, and lifted up hia voice and 
wept" Wept, that God had in His loving mercy guided 
him thus far, and seemed to promise that newly known, yet 
instinctively loved, relations should fill up the aching void in 
Lis heart, which the sudden separation from his mother must 
have caused. 

" And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of 
Jacob, his sister's son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced 
him, and kissed him, and brought him to hjs house. And he 
told Laban all these things. And Laban said, Surely thou 
art my bone and my flesh. And he abode with him the 
spHce of a month." Again is family affection vividly brought 
before us. 

If the reckoning of some commentators be true, and Jacob 
was seventy-six when he entered the household of Laban, nearly 
one hundred years mmt have elapsed since Eebekah had 
quitted her maiden liome. Yet how closely and fondly must 
her memory have been enshrined in tlie heart of her brother, 
and through him cherishei by his children, that Jicob was 
thus so warmly and delightedly welcomed, simply because he 
was " Rebekah's son." 

Youth in Laban had changed to manhood, manhood to age. 
He had nearer and dearer calls upon his heart m Ins character 
of husband and father ; yet still the memory of the " hand-in- 
hand companion of his childhood" remained pure, and beautiful, 
and strong, as if absence had never come between them. _ Will 
not this fact reveal how acceptable in the Lord's sight is the 
encouragement of those affections which His love has given to 
his children ? And how sad, bow wrong it is to permit coldness 
and indifference to steal in between the members of one family. 
Would Laban have entertained such fond recollections of 
Rebekah, had their early youth been pa-^ed in that utter want 
af cotdiaUty and confidence, futhtulness ind aff ction, which 
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but too often mar the unity and beauty of modem fashionabla 
homes 3 Oh ! not to be expended only on the stranger, hath the 
God of love stored our hearts with affection, with reverence, 
with all that can make home an earth!; hearen [ Would we 
truly love and seek to please Him, our first duty miist be, to 
love and make those happy with whom our daily lot is cast 

Two daughters Messed the house of Laban ; the elder Leab, 
the younger Rachel. Now "Leah was tender-eyed, and 
Kachel beautiful and well-favored." As the sacred historian 
disdains not to mention this, we may be permitted to pause one 
moment upon the characteristics of the two sisters. That Leah 
was much less beautiful than her sister is evident from the 
words of the text, but it does not appear that she was as plain 
and homely as some commentators declare her. The Hebrew 
■word translated "lender," "And the eyes of Leah were tender 
(rria^ msj ■'l'^2"j) " ^o^ not signify wshA only, as is generally 
supposed, but soft and delicate, and leads me lo suppose that 
the soft and tender eyes of Leah were her only good featui'e, 
whereas her younger sister was "very beautiful and of exceed- 
ing beauty," which is the literal meaning of the Hebrew espres- 
sion nc-j mvi inni ntjia rm;i Inr, though even such 
translation is far from possessmg the force of the original. This 
difference of appearance occasioned, as would appear by the 
sequel, a complete difference of character. 

One month Jacob abode with his uncle, evidently doing him 
active service in return for the hospitality which he had 
received. That he did so, tells well for the real character of the 
wanderer; for in his father's house Jacob had never been 
accustomed to active service, and it must have demanded some 
little exertion of will over inclination, to have permitted ils 
steady and active performance. Laban, however, at this period 
of their intimacy, felt loo kindly and generously towards his 
nephew to permit him to work without wages. " And he said 
unto him, Because thou art my brother, shouldst thou therefore 
serve me for naught 3 Tell mo what shall thy wages be ? And 
Jacob loved Bachel, and sfud, I will serve tliee seven years for 
Kachel thy younger daughter. And Laban said, It is better 
I give her unto thee than to another man. Abide with me. 
And Jacob sen-ed seven years for Eachel ; and they seemed unta 
kim but a few days,/or the love he had to her." 
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We think much of tho^e tale' of chivalry where man performs 
tome great and strikinc: deed — conquers his own passions— 
h«comes a voluntary wanderer — ill to win the smile and love 
of woman. And we do n 'ht, for the motiie is pure and the 
moral good. But such high wrought \olumes should not blind 
our hearts and eyes to this exquisite narration wherein the same 
truth, the same moral ia impressed with equal force and beauty, 
only in the simple language of the Bible Jacob's servitude 
was a more convincing proof of his love and constancy than 
those exciting deeds of heroism which chivilry records. His 
was no service to call upon distant lands and iar-off ages to 
admire. Nothing for fame that bnllnnt meteor, which, 
equally with love, divided the wainoi'a heart in the middle 
ages. Nothing to vary the routine of seven yeira' domestic 
duty, the wearisome nature of which we find in the 38th and 
39lii verses of chapter xsxi. Yet these " seven years seemed 
but as a few days for the love he had to her." A brief yet 
moat emphatic sentence, revealing the purest, the holiest, the 
most unselfish love, unrestrained by one fleeting thought of 
worldly nggrandizement, or a hope beyond making that beloved 
one his own. "Consumed by the draught by day, chilled by 
the frost at night," still he never wavered. Love was his 
upholder — his sustiiiner. And it was for this end love was so 
mercifully ^ven. 

As the word of God disdains not to portray the extent of 
love borne by one mortal for another, we trust we may be par- 
doned if we linger a moment on that emotion, the very name 
of which is generally banished from the education of young 
females, as if to feci or esdCe it were a crime, foi^tting that, in 
banishing all idea of its influence, we banish also the proper 
moans of regulating that influence, and subject our young charge 
unguarded to the very evil that we dread. 

God gave not love to bind to earth, but to raise to heaven : 
not to make ua earthly idols, but, on the very love we bear each 
other, to lift up the soul to Him — to lighten toil and softA grief, 
to heighten joy and bless our earthly sojourn with a bright ray 
from that exhauatless fount of love which waits for us above. 
Without some emotion powerful enough to draw us out of our- 
selves for an earthly brother, how could we ever subject our 
nelfish hearts to the will of our God? how perform those self- 
Bacrifices most acceptable to Him? Stronger than pain and 
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toil, nnd evea death, it is the very essence of our bein^, tlia 
Bpiritual essence, wliich marks more powerfully than aught else 
our imniGrtal destiny ; and from tiia reflection of that destiny 
lends a glow to earth. " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and soul, and might," is the command of iho 
Eternal — an important command — yet not given till after liis 
word had revealed to us that it was possible, nay, that it was a 
necessary consequence, for those who served and loved Him 
best, h> love and cleave unto each other. Had not the heart 
been created with full capacity to love, this command would 
not have been given ; and He who has placed us in a world of 
beauty, who has gathered around iis objects to excite every 
feeJing, demands not that, those feelings are to be devoted ta 
Him alone in utter neglect of our feliowa. 

It is not passion to which we allude, though but too often the, 
words are deemed synonymous. Nor do we mean passion when 
we say that love is th^ ImidmaJd of religion. No, it is a spirit- 
ual, not an earthly feeling ; spii'itual even when it relates to 
man, not God. And 'if^ indeed, it be so, and the more we 
reflect upon it the more wfe.feel it is, or oupht to be, why should 
it he a subject, as ittoooftenis,of jest, of scorn, and those under 
its influence deemed not far redjoved frorn folly and romance? 
Why should education never allude to it save as a dreadful and 
unlikely thing, and the sage lesson so often conned, that reason, 
not affection, is to be our guide ) Were the word rcUgiim sub- 
stituted for reason in such educational codes, tie young heart 
would be so trained as to eschew all fear of mere earthly love ;, 
it would know itself, its own impulses, its own feelings, and po 
set a strong guard upon those most likely to lead to error, while 
it encouraged all that would urge to good. It would feel that 
lovt was of God, and therefore not a subject for levity or jest ; 
— that it was sent lo lift up the spirit to Him, and therefore not 
BO to expend its force on an earthly idol as to lead to extrava- 
gance and folly ; — that it was to last for ever, not unto death, but 
be^onS it, and therefore not to be given to one whose future 
was of earth, and who sought in its possession but the gratifica- 
tion of a few fleeljng years ; — that it was to endure through 
■sorrow and ackness, and trial and woe, not to be the mTe har- 
binger of gaiety and joy, to shine in a ball room and glittei ill 
ft bridal robe ; — but to bear with occasional irritability or even 
with unliindness and apparent neglect" with tauka which we 
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ninst never breathe ; with intervals of an utter want of sympa- 
thy, even of depreciation, which we must endure, solace, and 
foi^ive : — not to suppose that we shall ever be as when that 
love is first called forth, our wishes granted ere told, our every 
feeling answered, our every virtue appreciated, our very failings 
loved. And to be prepared for this — to love thus with a 
Btrenffth, a purity that will bear all this, aye, and more painful 
still, tLe very sacrifices of self which love impela, unfelt, unknown, 
uncared for, or if seen, but deemed our diity, and coldly passed 
uncheered — will sught hut that love which is spiritual sustain 
UH? and will such emotion come to the young heart without 
some preparatory training ! Oh ! not while love is deemed 
romance, not while it is made a jest, or shunned as something 
guilty or derogatory, will it, can it ever be as the God of love 
ordEuned, tJie purest, dearest bleaang earth can know, the xive- 
licst type of heaven. 

Something more than Rachel's beauty, marvellous as that 
was, must have so retained Jacob's love for her in those seven 
years of domestic intercouree, as to make the time appear but a 
few days. Beauty may attract and win if the time of courtship 
be too brief to require no other charm, but it is not suflicient of 
itself to retain afiection. Gift from God, as it is, how may it bo 
abused, and how may it be wasted in earing only for the lovely 
shape teilhout, and leaving the rich invisible gems within un- 
cared for and unused ! Oh ! if there be one among my youthful 
readers, of beauty exceeding as that of Rachel, who holdeth in 
her possession this rich gift of God, let her remember that He 
will demand of her how she hath used it, — that its abuse, its 
pTi'£nied neglect, yet in reality proud value, will pass not un- 
noticca by its beneficent Giver* It has been granted for some 
end, — ^^for if to look on a beautiful flower will bs.a\& emotions of 
admiration and love, and consequently enjoyment, how much 
more dteply would such feelings be called forth by a beautiful 
face, could we but behold it as the hands of God had formed it, 
unshaded by the impress of those emotions of pride, contempt, 
or self-sufficiency, or that utter void of intellect, which are but 
too often its concomitants, from the mistaken notion that out- 
ward beauty is omnipotent, and ne«ds no help within. 

To liide from a young girl that she is beautiful is the extreme 
of folly, for her mirror will tell her that she is being deceived, 
and the influence of such informers will be lost at ones No- 
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let the real value and consequent responsibililg of beauty bo 
inculcated, and there will be no fear of its abuse. 

That Rachel had many most endearing qualities wo niav 
quite infer from Jacob's devoted love to lier even to her deatfi. 
The spirit most impatient under contradiction, and loving ita 
own will, is often united to a manner so engaging, and qualities 
so calculated to win regard, ttat trivial faults of temper and will 
are literally engendered from the difficulty it is to reprove a 
being so beautiful and BO beloved ; and this would seem the 
case with RHchel. Young, joyous, and loving, we may fancy 
her the very star of her father's home, valuing her beauty as it 
gave her power to obtMn whatever she willed uncontradicted, 
but using it only in the sphere of home. 

But though Jacob's affections were devoted to jne alone, 
those seven years of intimate association must have been fraught 
with suffering and sadness to Laban's elder daughter, whose 
strong affection for Jacob the sequel will reveal. Iler compelled 
agency in her father's fraud must have been fraught with 
absolute horror to a heart that loved secretly and unretumed, 
as herself, and heightened the trial of unrequited affiction in no 
ordinary degree. 

"We will not linger on the affairs narrated in Genesis xxix, 
from the 2l3t to the 30th verse, because they belong so strictly 
to the manners and customs of the Eastern nations, that it is 
quite impossible to comment upon them with any justice, 
prejudiced, as birth and education cannot fail fo make us, in 
favoi af the manners and customs of modern Europe. Yet the 
customs of the East have undergone little or no change ; and 
repeatedly we find that, which in the narratives of the Bible 
may startle our modern European notions, as strange and 
improbable, confirmed by events passing in the East at this very 
day,_ so that those very narratives would there be scarcely 
considered a history of the past. 

Though beguiled into another seven years' servitude for his 
inuch-loved Rachel, it ia evident that she had become his wife 
first, Jacob honorably performing the word he had pledged, 
a/ier the wiahed-for prize had been obtained ; and not till 
those seven years were completed, do we hear him utter one 
word of complaict or one wish to provide for "his own house 

"And when the Lord saw that Leah was hated (lit. less 
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toveU), He gave ber children, but Raohel had none. Ai.d she 
called the name of her eldest son Reuben : for, she said, " Surely 
the Lord hath looked upon my affliction ; now therefore my 
husband will love me." What a volume of woman's deepest 
feelings and the compassionating love of the Eternal do these brieT 
lines reveal ! lie who had, in His inscrutable wisdom, ordained 
that Leah should be tried in the fiery ordeal of woman's saddest 
loneliness, unrequited affection, yet deigned to grant a compen- 
sating blessing m all the sweet, pure feeKngs of a mother's love. 
"VVbo that reads but this one verse can uphold that woman is 
less an object of tender love and compassion to ber God than 
man ? Wlio can say that the Mosaic records are silent on this 
head ? The words of man to point out the proper station and 
value of woman we need not, for the children of Israel have the 
WORD OF THEiH GoD. And do we not still recognise the God 
of Leah! His ear has not become heavy that it cannot hear, 
nor His arm shortened that it cannot save. And though He 
may not bestow on us a visible and audible manifestation of 
His tender compassion as on Leah, yet we may be certain that 
He will grant us some compensating blessing for every joy of 
which he may think fit to deprive 113. And even for those 
bitter griefe, which from their nature, their seeming selfishness, 
woman shrinks in trembling from bringing before her God, and 
buries them in her own heart tiUit bleeds at every pore, — Leah's 
history proves that lie will grant peace and healing. It may 
be that a wiser and kinder will than her own has flung an insu- 
perable barrier between woman's heart and its dearest object; 
and impelled her by all that is refined and delicate in her 
character, to hide deep from every eye the anguish which is 
her burden. How blessed then that even for such a griei there 
is the fount of healing waters still in the word of God — that 
she may come ther* and read, not only the abundance, the 
fulness of his love, but that He has especial tenderness for those 
by earth uidoved! And as He gave Leah children because she 
was not loved, so will He grant such sufferers a peace, and calm, 
and joy in the consdousness of His unfiling tenderness, tar 
surpassing even the rich and glowing, but too transient happi- 
ness of sympathy on earth. 

Leah must have known and loved the Lord long before the 
event recorded, else she had not thus welcomed the birth of het 
Srst child. Eight years of Jacob's sojourn in lier father's house- 
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hold would scarcely have been sufficient for her to know and lov« 
her cousin's invisible God, had she not had some vague yet trua 
notions of Him before. 

That Jacob should often have alluded to the God of his 
fetliera, and narrated the wonderful manifestations of Uia provi- 
dence, and tliat such solemn themes should Iiave fallen with 
peculiar impressiveness on the heart of Leah, and but lightly oa 
the buoyant impetuous Rachel, may be inferred from Jie history 
of both. After the gods of her father, Leah has no hankering 
whatever ; her reference, in both her grie& and joys, is to Jacob's 
God alone. 

By her exclamation at the birth of her second son, we m^y 
suppose thit the fond hope expressed the year previous, " Now 
therefore my husband will love me," was still nut realized 
" Because the Lord h'jth heard that I am not loved, lie h ith 
therefore given me this son also." To many the repetition of 3 
blessing renders it mvaluable, and, in the imperfection of our 
earthlj nature, the continued disappointment of our dearest 
wishes would have rendered tlie heart callous, perLips repining, 
at the very blessing which had before brought joy But not 
thus was it with Leah : gratefully she reiKived a aecond little 
treasure from the hand of her God ; and, bearing again the pnng 
of ever-blighted hope, she utters no wish of an earthly kind, but 
simply feels she has still the love of God. Another year, and 
another son is granted ; and we may trace a ray beaming even 
through, her earthly diirltness, in the new upspringing of buoy- 
ant hope — "N w ray h b id be joined unto me, for I have 
borne Lim thre bo 

Whether, ind d h f nd wish was realized, and Jacob's 
heart was soften d towa 1 1 must be but conjecture ; yet it 
would almost app a f he birth of her fourth son, her 

pious heart is s fidw h h fervent ejaculation, "Now will I 
praise the Lord D w I se and closer unto her God, with ilis 
every precious gift, she, who gave her firs^born a name signifying 
" the son of affliction," gave her fourth the beautiful appellation 
of " praise unto the Lord." It was not only a gift of children, 
then, His love bestowed. He h:id brought light from darkness, 
He hitd turned her mourning into praise, and returned with ten- 
fold blessing her meek enduring confidence in Him. Shall wa 
then, who may be in the darkness of sorrow and heavy care, 
»hrink from walking in her steps, and dwell only on the affile 
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lion wliicli is ours ! Shall we not also look and strive for some 
blessing which can bid us too " praise thu Lord," and lead ua to 
behold liffkt where all was iieaviness? There is no lot so deso- 
late which, if we seek Him, the Lord will not bless: not, 
perhaps, by the removal of our present sorrow, bat by soito 
compensatiniT mercy. We must not suppose that seeking Him 
and loving Him will exempt us from affliction. No, for, if it did, 
where would be that heavenly exercise which alone can fit us for 
heaven ? Noc are we, as some enlhusiasta would urge, to regard 
trials asjoys, and welcome them with gladness. When a ten- 
der loving parent chastises a beloved child to keep him from the 
paths of sin, would he feel that the chastisement had done its 
work if the little being received it with smiles and rejoicing! 
Surely the parent would be more hopeful if the child were serious, 
and even sad. And is it not so with the afflict'.ons sent from 
our eternal and most tender Father) Wo may think that we 
surely need them not; and our lives may even be, iu the sight 
of man, as we ourselves suppose them. Nay, they may be num- 
tiered amongst those whom the Bible gives us promise shall be 
accounted the righteous in the sight of Uod ; yet how know we 
what we might have been wilhoat sucli affliction ! How know 
we but those very sorrows, lasting but a lime, are preparing us 
to be of those whom the Lord writeth in His book for eternity, 
who shall be Sis when He makelh up Sis jewels ! Of thi? only 
are wo certain, that the Lord lovetk whom He correcteth. Then, 
while like Leah we feel affliction, let us hope on, pray on, with 
undoubting faith, that one day we too shall cry aloud, "Now 
will I praise the Lord." 

Very different to the meek subraissiveness and gentle disposi- 
tion f 1 Id ' ter, is the impetuous temper and sinful 
feelin t y wh h urged Rachel angrily to exclaim, even to 
her d n J band Give me children, or else I die. And 
Jacob a w k died against Rachel : and he said. Am I 
in God lea 1 wl h h withheld children from thee i 

W h b p ously told, — " And when Rachel saw that 
she b Jac b n lildren, she envied her sister." Envied 
whom t even the homely, the unloved Leah. It was not enough 
that God had endowed her with most surpassing beauty, and 
given her the perfect love of a husband who had proved, was still 
proving his devoted attachment to herself alone, by fourteen 
years' hard servitude. It signified little that Leah had hat her 
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thiUren, aad that her own cup of blessings was filled to flowing 
over. 

Id glancing over the history of the two sisters, must we not feel 
that Kachet ought to be the happier, aa she was the more bless- 
ed 3 _ Yet it was not so. Leah, with her heavy burden of 
afflictjon, was the happier, for she neither envied nor complMned, 
but leaned upon her God — and in consequence, from Him 
received consolation, Eachel could have had no such stay. 
" Give me children, or else I die!" was the exclamation of a 
querulous, self-wiiled spirit, looking only to man, and depending 
upon him. Yet the knowledge of the Lord must have been 
equally revealed to Rache! as to her sister. Daughters of the 
same household, cousins of tie same witness of God, — Jacob's 
religious education and experience must have been imparted to 
her also. She may have even listened during the time for 
Jacob's sake, banishing its recollection entirely afterwards, as a 
theme much too solemn and grave for her present joyous days. 
And are there not such even now, deeming rehgion and her rich 
traia of holy and blessed thoughts, quite inconipatibie with youth 
and beauty, and who believe age is time enough to think of such 
serious things t 

That her feeling and its expression were both wrong we per- 
ceive by Jacob's anger and reproof. Loving Rachel as he did, 
it must have been something very hlamable to call severity from 
his Lps. Ignorance may excite our pity, but not our blame. 
Had Rachel been ignorant who had blessed her sister with chil- 
dren, Jacob would have answered differently — but her impatient 
words caused his " anget to be kindled against her," because he 
felt and knew that they must have come from a spirit as impa- 
tient as rebellious, and were therefore likely to excite tha 
displeasure of the Lord, "Am I in God's st«ad?" meaning, can 
I give you children if God hath withheld them. Words brief, 
but impressively proving Jacob's individual dependence on and 
trust in his God, and which ought to have subdued and 
bumoled the discontent and envy of his wife. But though they 
checked the querulous words, they had no power to change the 
inward /eettn^fg, and determined at all risks, all sacrifices, to obtwn 
children also, she followed the example of Sarah, and forced her 
husband, by increasing the number of his wives, to undergo all 
Hie miseries of a divided household. 

Yet. when Bilhah had a son, we find Rachel welcoming him 
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Ritli such a joyful thanksgiving, and as a gift from God — tliat 
we migkt wonder at her former impatience — did we not know-, 
that there are many wlio trace the hand of t!ie Lord, and think 
they love and sen'e Him, when all of life is smooth and smiling, 
yet act, at the first trial, for the first cross, as if they knew Him uot 
at all, and denied His power to help and siive. "God hatli 
judged me, and hath alao heard ray voice, and hath given me a 
son." Had she then prayed — and did she recogaise in tliought- 
fulness the answer to her prayer? Or was her exclamation at 
the birth of Dan but a presHmptuoua suppoailion from a 
presumptuous spirit — helieving without due authority that she 
had prevailed with God! We have not sufScient authority in 
Scripture, to pronounce judgment one way or the other on this 
point, and must therefore leave it to the consideration of our 
readers. 

Once only do words of sorrowing reproach escape Iisah's lipa 
towards her sister. " Is it a small matter that thou hast taken 
my husband ?" Words simply expressive of the natural pang 
which must sometimes have entered her heart — when year after 
year passed, and still beheld her deep affeetiona less valued 
tiian the lighter love of RacheL 

Two other sons wore born unto the elder sister ; and one 
daughter, a blessing which had never before been vouchsafed the 
patriarchs. Then it was, " that God remembered Rachel ; and 
God hearkened to her and gave her children." " God remem- 
bered Rachel." Had He forgotten ? no, neither forgetfulness 
nor memory dwelleth with God — for He is omniscient as omni- 
potent, knowing and perceiving all. But when speaking of Him, 
His dealings with His children must be expressed in language, 
and by images suited to their finite conception, — not according 
to tlie adorable and glorious, but unfathomable infinity surround- 
ing Him. He thought upon and hearkened to her — for such is, 
equally with remember, the meaning of the term — ^nVtls CViis 
"151*1 b'^nis rr'is* sao'l — words, how full of consolaljon and 
encouragement to Rachel's female descendants ! Man would have 
condemned, and sentenced her to a chastisement of perpetaal 
childlessness — ^for the tenderest mercies of humanity are cruel 
compared to the tender mercies of the Most High ! but He whom 
she had offended by mistrust, forgetfulness, impatience, angry 
amotions towards her sister, had compassion, and not only 
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" remembered" Aat slia was a weak and yearning woman, bul 
"hearkened" to her supplications, and gave reply. 

"GoJ liath takeD away my reproach," Rachel gra(«fu]ly 
exclaimed, " And she called his name Joseph, and said, tlie 
Lord shall add unto her another son." Could she have pene- 
trated futurity — well indeed might she have felt that God had 
removed her reproach ; for who that reflects on the angelio 
beauty and faultlessness of Joseph, ain recall his motlier without 
bestowing on her a portion of the love and veneration we lavish 
on her son I 

It is when 'jowed down by inward remorse for a conscious- 
ness of innate sinfulness, by the impossibility of realiang that 
perfect holiness which would guard us from approach to wrong 
either in act and thought towards our fellow creatures, or in 
mistrust and foi^etfulness of God, that we should remember the 
history of Rachel and take comfort. There are some, wlio, 
unable to bear the sting of an awakened conscience, drown it 
altogether, by fleeing from every boly exercise of prayer and self- 
examinadon, and believe that as in this life we must be liable to 
occasional feulls, it is perfectly useless striving, much less praying 
against them, as such prayer can be of no service, and is but a 
mockery before God. Some minds may bearthisawfulstate — to 
others, the young, the deeper feeling, and more yearning hearts, 
it is a period of absolute anguish — which, without some spiritual 
help, is impossible to be sustained ; and so religion is cast off as a 
subject of terror, of suffering, and the world and the world's pana- 
ceas substituted in its place. To sucii, more especially if they be 
women, we would say. Come but to tlie word of God — and even 
for such griefs there is all we need. There the Eternal not only 
proclaims " Himself a God full f mpass n long enflfering, 
abundant in goodness and mercy f m n lU ty, transgrea- 

eion, and sin," but proves these co 1 ad most blessed 
attributes, not only after, but 6 /" h y w proclaimed. 
Rachel was more faulty than ma j f h y t her prayers 

were heard, her affliction compis ted b visli fulfilled. 
IIow may we then despair, or th k I h fi luiUes of our 
mortal frame and the sinfulness they bring, can throw a barrier 
between us and our God ? It is not to the righteous alone He 
awardeth raercy and love, but to the contrite and humble spirit, 
with whom the " High and Holy One who inhabiteth eternity 
itlighteth to dwell." "With such proofe we may not despair, wa 
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dare not doiilit, but we are called (a Him as little children sorrow- 
ing to be forgiven, in tlie full coiisciousnesa how deeply we are 

It ivas after the bii'th of Joseph, that Jacob's fourteen years of 
servitude being completed, he said unto Labfin, "Send me away 
inito mine own place, and to my country. Give me my wives 
ftnd children for whom I have served thee, and let me go, for 
thou knowest the service which I have done thee. And Laban 
said unU) him, I prsiy thee, if I have found favor in thine eyea, 
tariy ; for I have learned by experience, that the Lokd huth 
blessed me for thy sake : and he said appoint me thy wages, and 
I will give it. And he said unto him, tliou knowest how I have 
served thee, and how thy cattle was with me — for it was little 
before I came, and new it is inerefised into a multitude, and the 
Lord has blessed thee since my coming ; now when shall I pro- 
vide for mine own house also. And ho said, what shall I give 
thee ? And Jacob said thou shalt not give me anything." 

And that agreement followed which lias most unjnslly 
exposed Jacob to the accusation of duplicity and fraud. It is 
supposed that his plan of placing the peeled rods in the drink- 
ing troughs occasioned the greater number of the cattle to bo 
" ring-9tr,iked, speckled, and spoiled ;" and in that manner Laban 
was defrauded, and Jacob received much more than his due. 
That Jacob refused all yifls from Laban, appears to me to origin- 
ate in the same feeling which actuated Abraham to refuse gifts 
from the king of Sodom, "lest he should say, I hajfe made 
Abraham rich." Depending upon Him who had promised, " I 
will not leave thee until I have done that which I have spokpo 
ta thee of," Jacob neither could nor would accept gifts from man, 
preferring to work himself, and leave the issue in the hands of 
God. And this he did, and God blessed Mm with riches suffi- 
cient for his need. 

Can it be supposed for one moment, after mature consideration, 
that the cattle could have become ring-straked, speckled, and 
spotted, without the immediate agency of God, who had deter- 
mined thus to provide for His believing servant? Can it be 
believed that it was in the power of man, by however subtle a 
Boheme in appearance, to create a variety in the cattle, unless the 
Lord also had so willed it ? Laban had not behaved as generously 
or even as fairly by his nephew as his first affectionale welcome 
might lead us to suppose. Wo know from the vows of Jaeoh 



.tec bv Google 



122 THE WOMEK OF I H R A B L. 

himself, which Labaa does not eontradict, that, " except tlie God 
of mj fathers had been with me, surely thou hadst now sent me 
away empty." And we may, therefore, rest perfectly content, 
that Iq the affair of the cattle no blame can bo attached to Jacob. 
He was but a secondary cause, whoso scheme would have been 
entirely vain had it not been blessed by the Eternal 

Increasing exceedingly in much catUe, and maid-servanta and 
men-servants, and camels, and asses, tha wrath and envy o( 
Laban's sons were excited towards him. And he saw that 
Labaii's own countenance was not towards him as before — cir- 
cumstances which must have excited much human anxiety and 
fear. And then it was the Lord said unto him, "Return ur.to 
the land of thy lathers and thy kindred, and I mill be with 

" And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field 
unto his flock." And in tha perfect confidence of love and 
respect, imparted all to thera. " I see your lather's countenance 
is not towards us as before ; but the God of my fathers has beea 
with me. And ye know that with all my power I have served 
your father ; and your father has deceived me, and changed my 
wages ten times ; but God suffered him not to hurt me. If he 
said thus, The speckled shall be thy wages, then all the cattle 
bare speckled ; and if hesaid thus, The ring-straked shall be thy 
hire, then all tha cattle bare ring-straked. Thus God hath 
taken away Ike cattle of ^our father, and given them to me." 

There J5 something to me peculiarly beautiful in this simple 
address of Jacob, spoken sis it is to his wives. Not a word of 
reproach on their father, but the simple truth — infinitely more 
expressive of the wrong he baa suffered than -any violence or 
invective. AU that has blessed him, he traces unfailingly to God. 
The whole of his address, from the 6th to the 13th verse of Gen, 
xxxi., demands attention from its revealing so much more con- 
cerning Laban's real conduct to his nephew, and in what manner 
that conduct was regarded and overruled by the Eternal, than 
we can learn by the bare narration of the previous chapter. 
Our present subject forbids our lingering on it, except to say, it 
completely absolves Jacob from all fraudulent dealings with hia 
uncle, while it reveals that he himself was the victim of deceit 

The mandate of God was in Jacob's ear, and every emotiou 
of humanity was urging him to tarry not, but to flee at once. 
He had dominion over all his household, yet he waits to impart 
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uis wishes and Lis fears to hia wives : lie will make no step in 
MvaooQ without their concurrence; thus at once proviiic his 
Love aud their equality. And, without a moment's hesitation, 
liachel and Leah answered and said unto him, " Is there yetanv 
portion or inheritance for us in our Other's house J ■ Are we not 
accounted ofhini aa strangers? for he hath sold us, and has quite 
devoured our money For all the riches which God has taken 
Irom our father, that is ours and our children's. Now then 
whatsoever God hath said unto thee do." 
^ Different as the sisters were in disposition, and placed in a 
sitnaljon most likely to create discord and disunion, yet when 
the mteresls of a beloved husband are at stake, they act in per- 
fect unity and love. There is no " mine and thine"— words how 
often fraught with discord— but simply " oursimd oar children's." 
Seeking even to reconcile him yet more to his flight— enriched 
as he was— by stating the simple fact, that Lahan had failed in 
his duty towards them, by giving them neither portion nor 
inheritance ; and by having sold them to Jacob for fourteen 
years of labor. That which God then had marked as Jacob's 
share of the flocks and herds, was but their ri^vht and their 
children's. 

Yet it must have been a trial to both sisters to remove so 
hastily and unexpectedly with their young children from the 
home of their earliest years, without even bidding farewell to the 
parent they had, loved so long, to their brothers and their 
friends, to venture on a strange and dangerous track to a land 
thej knew not, save that it was far away from their childhood's 
borne. We already know where Leah's affliction always led her, 
and are, therefore, justified in believing that now, as before, 
prayer was the soother of her natural sorrows, and her confidence, 
tflat even il her father pursued them, he would not be permitted 
K) work them harm. But Rachel could not thus realize the ever 
present, ever protecting arm of the Eternal ; and, as before she 
had sought human means to further her impatient wishes, so 
now does she bear away with her aecretiy " the images which 
were her fathers ;" superstitiously believing, according- to Eome 
commentators, that by consulting them, Lahan would discover 
their route, and so be enabled to follow and arrest them. It is 
scarcely possible to peruse the history of these two sisters wili- 
out being struck with the beautiful unity and harmony displayed 
in their two characters— distinct from first to last, and each pro- 



.teo bv Google 



serving her individual peculiar! ti eg. Thrown back upon horse'.^ 
from wanting the attractions of beauty and vivacity granted to 
her younger sister, Leaii's graces expanded inwardly and spiri- 
tually ; Tier yearning affactiona always strongest from never 
finding vent by being called for aud appreciated by man. 
Kejoicingly and gratefuliv acknowledging and believing the 
blessed religion which told her of an unchanging Friend and 
most tender loving Father, she found in such belief enongb, and 
could realize content in the midst of trial, happiness in the midst 
of grief. Sueli a character aa Leaii's, from the time she is 
revealed to us, so perfectly free from all wrong feelings in a situa- 
IJon so likely to escite them, is not natural to woman ; ir.d we 
may, therefore, infer that her youth had had its triiJs, which the 
grace of God had blessed, in making her rise from them the 
gentle, enduring, lovable being which His word reveals. 
■ The faults of Rachel originated in the very cause which had 
been a chastening to her sister. Her own surpassing loveliness, 
while ever the tlieme of admiration to her felbw.s, so raised her 
in her own estimation, that it was ditficult to look beyond this 
world, where she reigned pre-eminent, to another, where she, in 
all her beauty, was but an atom — a creature of the dusL What 
to her was tlie love and protecdon of an Invisible Being, when 
she was so surrounded by the love and care of rnan ! What to 
her needed the tale of future happiness ? Was sho not joyous 
and laughter-loving the livelong day ! With power in herself 
to bend°all hearts, and direct all circumstances to the furtherance 
of her owfl impetuous will! Such we must believe the youth 
of Rachel, when we see her repining that children were granted 
to her sister and not to her. We behold her secretly bearing 
away the gods of her father — whether from the reason mention- 
ed above, or from her own lingering belief in their efficacy and 
power, still equally reprehensible in the wife of Jacob. 

If, indeed, Rachel supposed ihat in removing the images she 
prevented her father from discovering their route, she very 
speedily found herself mistaken, Jacob had stolen " away 
unawares from Laban the Syrian, in that he told him not that to 
fled; so he fled with all that he had, and ho rose up, and 
passed over the river, and set his face toward the mount 
Gilead." And there, seven days after their haaty fli;j;ht, Laban 
overtook biin with all his kindred, and sufficient followers "to 
do them hurt," " Had not the God of your father," he said, 
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"spake iiTifo me yeaterniglit, saying, Take thou heed that thou 
epfiak not to Jacob good or bad." 

Anjiiouslj' and fearfully; according to their different charac- 
ters, must Leah and Rachel have awaited the issue of the 
oonference. The number of followers argued ill ; yet the words 
of Laban were at first but mild reproach. " Wherefore didst 
thou flee away secretly, and st«ai away from me, and didst not 
toll me, that I might have sent thee away with mirth and with 
Bongs, with tabret and with harp : and hast not sufl'ered me to 
kiss my sons and daughters S Thou hast done foolishly ia so 

We may well suppose words as these, being fraught with 
self-reproach tu affectionate daughters, that they had indeed so 
left their fiither. To Leah his next words, alluding to the 
" God of thy father," must have been particularly and gratefully 
soothing. He to whom she prayed was indeed ever around them, 
turning aside the wrath of men, forbidding him to arouse wratn 
by "speaking either bad or good." Iloly writ does not indeed 
tell us, (bat Leah prayed in this instance ; but she who welcomed 
the birth of every child with prayer and thanksgiving — who in 
no instance had recourse to her father's gods — was not liKely to 
forget her husband's God when his protection was so needed 
"We may be permitted to believe she prayed; and can we not 
imagine the fervor of her grateful thanksgiving when sDe 'heard 
such words from her father J And we may all experience tliis. 
There is not one who has addressed the Lord in prayer — the 
daily prayer for all things, who can say he has had no answer. 
And oh ! who would not realize the glowing of the heart — the 
burst of thanksgiving which fills it — when we trace his hand in 
the daily events of life, and feel that that which we have asked 
for He has given ? But to realise this, we must come to Hiiu 
in all things. We must pray (o Him in our hearts as well as 
with our lips ; we must Ihink individual prayer as well as tliose 
pnblio petitions framed for us. We must be in the constant 
habit of tracing all things to His almighty hand, and believe that 
his love is as deep, as pitying, for us individually, as his bounty 
b shown throughout the world. We must so commune with 
llira, that the hours of prayer will feel but the continuation, 
not the commencement and end of devotion. Did we but do 
this — bring before Him every care, and thought, and grief, and 
joy, and doubt, and thankfulness — how many, many instances 
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' prayer would the briefest life I'ecall. Then, oil 
how can we keep Him far from us, by withholding from nim 
the wishes which He nlono has power to grant, the sorrows 
which He alone has compassion sufficient to heal J 

On Racbel's ear, the words which filled her sister's heart with 
deepest thaokfulness must have fallen little heeded, while those 
which followed them, utterly meaningless to Leah, must have 
been fraught to her with wildest terror, fearfully increased by 
the instant answer of her husband : — " And now, though thou 
wouldst needs be gone, because thou sore longedst after thy 
father's house, yet wherefore hast thou stolen my goda 1 And 
Jacob answered and said (in reply to Laban's previous words of 
reproach), Because I was afraid, for I said, peradventure thou 
wouldst take by force thy daughters from me," And then, 
with regard to the kst accusation : " With whomsoever thou 
findest thy gods let him not live. Before our brethren discover 
what is thine, and take it to thee. For Jacob knew not that 
Rachel had stolen them." 

That she had concealed the theft from her husband proves 
at once that she knew the feelings dictating it were wrong, yet 
had not sufficient moral courage to resist them. And now 
what must have been her terrors ? Not only was the plan 
which she had adopted to prevent a hostile meeting between 
her father and husband, apparently about to be the very means 
of dissension, but if discovered, Jacob's own lips had pronounced 
her death-doom. We know not if in the patriarchal times 
death was usually the punishment awarded to criminals convicted 
of theft ; but it is evident that Jacob fully intended the criminal 
in his household to suffer even death for his offence, by the 
sacred historian so expressly declaring that " Jacob knew not 
that Rachel had stolen them," How could he suspect the wife 
of his bosom — his best beloved — of such theft as might almost 
convict her of idolatry I 

Little did he dream whom he was condemning, or the misery 
he would have drawn upon himself^ had not the God who had 
promised ia bring hira to his father's home in peacfl, here intei"- 
posed, and saved both him, and for his sake, and the sake of 
His own great name, the faulty Rachel. 

Yet during the period of I^ban's search for the im.iges, till 
the danger of discovery was quite past, how terrible must have 
been her aLirra, and how painful her emotions ! How different 
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from the meek quietude of a holy spirit, at peace with itself and 
Its God, which throughout this interview waa Leah's ! Yet co 
doubt, true to jlo contrarieties of imperiect humanity, when 
discovery waa averted, and Labaii found not the gods, Rachel 
only leli penetrated with pious gratitude, and resolved to keep 
lier lault more strictly secret from ber husband than ever 
Some commentators, I believe, accuse her of an inclination to, 
if not of direct, idolatry ; but we do not think that Holy Writ 
sufficiently authorizes such a charge. Superstition, the remdns 
of childhood's tales, which urged her to the course of acting 
with regard to tbe im^es already dilated upon, is not in the 
kast incompatible .with her recognition o^ and belief in, Jacob's 
Uod, even though the images remained with her until Jacob 
tade them "put away the strange gods that were amomrst 
them nearly seven years afterwards. As his household con- 
sisted only of those who had lived with Laban he mi^ht easily 
have supposed the strange gods theirs, and Rachel had thus an 
opportunity of resigning them, without causing her husband the 
sulfenng it would have been, to suspect her of having either 
stolen them at first, or harbored them so long. 

_ There is something very beautiful in Laban'a parting care of 
his daughters, when the somewhat warm recrimination between 
himself and Jacob was at an end. The heap of stones was 
raised by all who had met in wrath, proving their reunion by 
their united labor, and tl.e feast which all shared in harmony 
when the work was concluded. " And Laban said. This heap 
IS a witness between thee and me. Therefore was the name of 
It called Gilead and Mizpah, for he siud, the Lord watch 
between me and thee when we are absent one from another. 
If thou shall afflict my daughters, or if thou skalt take wives 
beside my daughter (though no man is with us), see God is witness 
betwixt thee and me. This heap be my witness, and this pillai 
be my witness, that I will not pass over this heap to thee, and 
thou shalt not pass over this heap and this pillar unto mo for 
harm. The God of Abraham, and tbe God of Nahor, and the God 
of thy father judge betwi.it us. And Jacob swore by the tear 
ni his father Isaac. And Jacob offerad sacrifices on the mount, 
and called his brethren to eat bread ; and they did eat bread, 
and tarned.all night in the mount. And early in the morning 
Uban rose u]), and kissed his sons (i.e. grandsons) and daugh- 
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ters, and blessed L m nd L 1 1 p i 1 i 1 1 un a 

his place." 

Thus -.vere a g j f ] n^'i rtt d anl sootbed bj tu 1 

covenant of love W h le to the ves ot tl e o b and tl e 
(laughters of the otl er ho v tbr ce blessed mu t ha e been the 
recoDcillation wh ch ga e them aga n the Icar pn lege t a 
fatbei^s loving k ss and part ng bless ng Wei irn too fro a 
this simple narrat e that even a the Ea^t, a m It pi c ty of 
wives was decidedly not lawf I and that Laban von dered the 
rights of his da ^hters ivould be nh' eg d and lo cill iij o 
him to come forw rd tl e c delence e en to b p k the co 
nant of peace, d d Jacob take any other m ves Huma atu o 
is indeed the sa e n ill ar-es — for as Laban spake to laoob 
thousands and th sands of years ago so vo 1 1 i f tl e no 
As truly as the B oJe reveals the t u h the b neti enee, the 
tenderness of God — so tr ly does t re eal and an ver e e y 
emotion of the bumaa heart. 

As our task is a record only of Leah the w f of Jacob, we 
must pass lightly over the events of tlie xxsii. and xxxiii. chap- 
ters of Genesis, which belong exclusively to the history of the 
patriarch himself. The wrath of man was again turned aside, 
and the blessing of the Lord made Jacob at peace even wlti 
his brother Esiiu, His doubts and fears, which must have 
extended painfully to the weaker nature of his wives, at news 
of Esau's armed approach, were subdued by the influence of his 
prayer, and the long separated brothers met in mutual tenderness 
and love. They did not, however, long remain together. Jacob 
and his family proceeded to Succoth, and then to Shechem, 
where he "bought a parcel of a field," after erecting his tents, 
and " built there an altar," and there remained, till commanded 
by the Lord to " arise and go to Bethel." 

The period of these sojournings between his departure from 
Padan-Aram, to his proceeding to Bethel, must have been full 
seven years. The then tender ages of his younger children, and 
tlie number of his flocks and herds, in all probability prompted 
him to settle his residence in the fiist convenient spot in the 
land of Canaan. It appears strange that he did not pursue his 
way without any pause to hia father's house; hut it is one of 
those subjects on which the word of God gives us no informa- 
tion, and therefore may bo dismissed widiout wastbg tjmo and 
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ttought on wliat can be only speculation. At Sheehem, Leah 
musrimve encountered indeed a fiery trial in the insult offered 
to her daughter, and the guilty conduct of her sons — Simeon 
and Levi. Here, as elsewhere, Jacob was punislied by deception, 
causing fear an I trouble, as he justly says : " Ye have (rouhled 
me to make me to stink among the inbabitanta of the land, 
among t!ie Canaanitea and Perizziles, and I being few in nuni- 
biir, they shall gather themselves against mo, and slay me, and 
1 shall be destroyed, I and my household." 

But though puni-ihed for the sin of his youth by mortal 
anxieties and fears continually darkening around him — the Ood 
of his father Abraham, mindful of His gradous promise to tliat 
holy man, stJlI watched over Jacob, and relieved hira from 
threatening danger by commanding him to go to Bethel 
and build an altar there. The patriarch without hesitation 
obeyed — first purifying his household of all strange gods ; — and 
Tthen " tliey journeyed, the terror of God was upon the cities 
that were round about them, and they did not pursue after the 
Bons of Jacob." Then, as now, punishment fell not at once 
upon the sinning ones. They were preser\-ed to work out their 
own chastisement in furthering the will of their God. 

At Bethel, God again appeared unto the patriarch, and not 
only reiterated the promise made to his fathers and to himself, 
but confirmed the change of name froia Jacob to Israel ; that 
holv and blessed name which was to descend through thousands 
and thousands of ages, associated for ever with the mercy and 
the love and the glory of the Lord — given by the Eternal ; a 
mark of especial favor from the King of kings, expressing that 
as a Prince oar father Jacob had power with God and with 
man, and had prevailed. Is there, can there be one amongst 
the descendants of this prince of God'a creating, ashamed of the 
name he bears ? Should it not be our glovy, our pride — of 
which no persecution, no injury, no wrong can rob us ? Does 
not its very sound teem with the wondrous mercies of the past 

with the truth, the unanswerable truth of revelation ? Whst 

seonier, what sceptic can point the finger of doubt or denial at 
tlie Bible — while that name ia yet heard in every corner of the 
globe, borne by the very descendants of him, on whom by God 
himself it was' bestowed i The watchword, the banner of our 
cause, recognised aa such in every nation, every land — the man 
or woman who feels ashamed to call himself of Israel, flings scorn 
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apoa Lb God. Cheered and consoled by tliia renewed blessing 
of God, Jacob proceeded on his journey, advancing southward 
in the direction of Mamre, where Isaac his father then was, 

Ephrah was nearly reached, when the sudden illness of 
Rachel compelled the whole cavalcade to halt — and Jacob must 
have beheld with inexpressible anguish his best beloved wife 
torn from him, at the very moment she bad increased his joy 
aod her own by giving birti to a second son. When in the 
midst of bodily and mental anguish, she called his name Benoni, 
*on of my sorrow, did she think of her own impatient words— 
" Give me children, or else I die !" and feel that it would have 
been better for her to have waited for the Lord ? How may we 
answer ! Knough for us to benefit by the record vouchsafed, 
and fee! His will is better than our own — and in impatient rest- 
less longings for blessings granted to another, we may know, 
that even in the very fulSment of the wish, the punishment may 
fall. 

Eaehel committed no fault in wishing for a child — her feult 
had been envy and ils subsequent discontent. Years had 
passed, the very recollection of her restless discontent may have 
faded from her mind, but not trora His whom she had by want 
of faith and gratitude offended. In His infinite mercy He for- 
gave, He blessed, for He called her to Himself ere the evil days 
came, and her beloved one was sold by his brethren, and reportr 
ed for long long years as dead. He saved the mother this deep 
Buffering, but, in His justice towards her and love to her descend- 
ants, He chastised by an early and painful death, the most trying 
separation of soul and body which human nature (so to speak) 
may know. Her husband, her Joseph — her new-born — sud- 
denly and fearfully the silver links of love, binding her to all of 
these, were snapt asunder, and she might know her place on 
earth no more. " Give me children, or else I die." Alas 1 the too 
impatient cry was heard and answered ; children were bestowed, 
and with them death. How little knew she what she asked ! 
In all het surpassing loveliness, in the full pcssession of most 
faithful love, the destroying angel came and snatched her from 
this world. Oh ! will not this teach ns to be content wilh what 
God has given, and restrain us from looking with secret envy on 
the richer (in seeming) blessings of another J "Will it not bid us 
beware of seeking aught of good only because it belongs to a 
companion, or because we fency we have equal right to its 
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posisession, by the lesson that, even were it ours, we mifht Lave 
no power to enjoy it ? Death, indeed, may not come between 
us and ila enjoyment; but that which we have coveted loses its 
value the moment we possess it. Will not the warm yonng 
heart shrink from the very antidpation of the sin towards God 
and man which discontent may bring? Let us think more of 
our sorrowing and afflicted fellow-creatares, and less of those 
more blessed in outward seeming. Did we think on the 
bereaved, tho physically afflicted, the poor, how could we still 
retain discontent of our own lot, or envy of our fellow-creatures \ 
And oh ! if no other reasoning will avail, let ua remember, our 
God is not only a merciful, tender Father, but a just and jealous 
God, who will one day, we know not when or how, call upon us 
to render an account of the blessings He has given ; and if we 
know them not, how may we answer ! Long years had passed 
since Rachel's offence, yet He who slumbereth not nor sleepeth, 
chastised it in the very hour that the wish which caused it was 
fulfilled. 

It may he asked (as in similar cases of bereavement it, alas ! too 
often is), Why, granting that the lot of the departed is blessed- 
ness, does the God of love so afflict the survivors ! Why did 
He cause such deep grief to His favored servant Jacob ! Because 
God loved him ; because His omniscience had seen that Kachei 
might come between Jacob's heart and his God ; because He 
would demonstrate to futurity that, to possess His favor. His 
blessing, does not in any manner emancipate us from trial and 
Buffering in this world ; because He would lift up our affections 
from the narrow limits of this world. He would make His hea- 
ven a dearer homo than our earth. Ha would people it with the 
immortal spirits of those we have loved on earth, that we may 
look upon it no longer as a strange land ; but as the beautiful 
country where our beloved are gone, and where wo shall follow. 
This is wherefore He bereaves, and therefore even in the bereave- 
ment there is love. 

There is no mention of Jacob's grief; yet in the very silence 
of Scripture, in some points, there is eloquence, borne out, as in 
tiis case it is, by the deep love he bore towards Joseph and 
Benjamin. What can more exquisitely express the intensity of 
that love, than when entreated by his sons to let Benjamin 
accompany them to Egypt, ho answered, " My son shall not go 
down with you ; for his brolher is dead, and he is left alone : i 
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miscliief befal ]iim in tho way which ye go, then sliall ye bring 
ray grey hairs with sorrow to the grave." " He is left, alone," and 
yet he had ten brethren — alone of his mother, the patriarch felt 
— sole record of that beloved one whom he tad lost^ and how 
might he let him depart ? It is impossible to reflect on Jacob's 
intense love for Joseph and Benjamm, without fully iinBgining 
the suffering of their mother's loss. Silent he was, for who 
might question the decrees of the Most High? but faith and lovo 
for our Father in heaven do not forbid us to mourn. We are 
placed here to love each other ; and if we love not those with 
whom we are in daily, hourly intercourse, how may n e love God ? 
Without love, earth would bo a desert and heaven a void. 

The death of Leah is not recorded ; we only know that she 
ilid not accompany the patriarch and his family to ERypt, and 
that she was buried with Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and 
Rebekah, in the cave of Machpelah. Left dependent on her ten- 
derness and love, tho extent of which we know, Jacob no doubt 
lavished warmer affection upon her, after tho deatli of Rachel 
than before. How gratefully her pious heart must have traced 
this tranquil calm, which probably closed her days, to her Gud, 
we may infer from tho thanksgiving with which every previous 
blessing had been received. But, as her future life can only be 
suggestion, much as imagination may love to dwell upon it, our 
present task must be concluded. We have dilated already al so 
much length upon the characters of the sisters, and the instruc- 
tion and consolation therein developed, that we need add little 
further now, except to notice what has always appeared a remark- 
able manifestation of tho perfect equality of the sisters in their 
position as mothers of that race which is to last for ever. Ten 
tribes are lost — not to be discovered till the day which will 
behold the glorious and stupendous miracle of our restoration. 
Tho two which remain to bear witness lj> the mercy and justice 
of the Eternal, and the truth of His word, are Jcbah, the 
descendants of Lear, and Benjamis, the descendants of Rachel, 
from one or other of which every Israelite (except the represen- 
tatives of the Levites, who were accounted the priests of tho 
Lord, not of the twelve tribes) traces his descent. 

Shall we then dismiss the beautiful record of Leah and Rachel, 
which the word of God contains, as a mere relation, concerning 
an age so Jong past as to appear almost fabulous and obsolete ! 
Shall we not rather take it to our hearts, and. as women of 
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IsrKc), feel it is of our own ancestry Tre read ! ^all wo not 
emuliiie tlie niucli enduring piety of Leah ; and in all our afflic- 
tions — even in ilmt of a lone and unloved lie?rt — tnm to her 
God, ao<I emulate lier rejoicing acknowledgment of blessings at 
His hatid { Shall we not take warning of the loved and lovely 
Kacliel, and feel that neither beauty nor love — the dearest iove 
of man — can afford us happiness and joy, unless both are traced 
to, and held from the grace of God 3 That not in outward 
attraction — not even in human love — can blessedness exist, unless 
the vital spark, to give them rest and life and continuance, hath 
dwelling -mthirt, to lift up the whole soul to God. O better — 
far better— homeliness of form and face, with a guileless con- 
tented heart. Better — far better — a heart desolate of earthly 
Bympathy, with the love of our Father in heaven, than beauty 
and grace and human love, the fullest, dearest, combined with 
every worldly blessing — if these be sufficient for our need, and 
ire pass through life without one thought of God. 
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KarPTIftS CAFIIVITY AND-JOCllfiBED, 

We art) now to commence the second period of our history— 
an interval, differing materially from that which went before, 
and from that which will succeed it, yet of vital importance to 
the women of Israel. Their station is no longer to depend upon 
the changes of time and states. The protection, tenderness, 
reverence, and support, which in their varied rektions of life 
they so imperatively need, no longer rest on the will of man 
alone : the God of Abraham proclaims Himself their Guardian 
and their Father, and, by innumerable statute3 in His Holy 
Law, provides for their temporal and eternal welfare equally 
with that of man. 

The mother, the wife, the daughter, the maid-servant, the 
widow, and the fatherless — for each and all. His love and mercy 
so provided, that every social and domestic duty became obedi- 
ence unto Him, and woman was thus raised to that rank in the 
scale of intellectual and immortal beings, by the ordinance of 
God, from which her weakness of frame and gentle delicacy of 
mind would, had she depended on man's judgment alone, have 
entirely deprived her. 

For the women of Israel were those laws issued which were to 
guard the innocence, purity, honor, and well-doing of woman in 
general throughout Uie world; for, however other revelations 
may profess to be the first and purest, however the smile of 
scorn and unbelief may attend the mention of the Jewish dis- 
pensation in conjunctjon with woman, the truth remains the 
same, that as from that law every other sprang, so from that 
law does woman in every age, clime, rank, and race, receive hei 
guardianship on earth, and hope of heaven. 
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That tils assertion will meet with scorn and denial on all 
sides, we believe — perchance even from those whom nationality 
and duty both, should arouse to its defence. Yet firmly and 
unhesitatingly we retain the positjon we have advanced, prepared 
to defend it from the same blessed Booh ou which it is founded 
— the Word of God- Much has been said of the wide distinc- 
tion betnieen ancient and modern Judaism, of Talmudical per- 
versions of Holy "Writ, of Jewish degradation of woman, and a 
melancholy list of similar accusations. With them we neither 
have nor intend to have anything to do, save boldly to assert, 
that IP there be this wide distinction between ancient and mo- 
dern Judaism — ^ip customs and laws derogatory to God's 
changeless truth, and contrary to His holy Word, have crept in 
amongst us, — the dark and bloody eras of persecution are at 
fault, not the ancient fathers, who knew how to die for the.r 
faith, but not to sully or degrade it. And it behoves us, in this 
blessed age of peace and this land of freedom, to prove the fal- 
sity of the charge, to awake and manifest to all men, that tbt 
religion of the Jew is the religion of Moses, as g^ven by Ih-s 
Lord ; and that if laws have crept in contrary to the spirit anf* 
the ordinances of his word, they are Tiot Judaism, but the rero 
nanta of an ^e of barbarism and darkness, when that pure anil, 
holy word was almost death to read. Oh I why has not Israf 
joined heart and hand in this holy cause ? Why has he no\ 
borne, in charity and patience, with those who differ from hini 
in minor points, and thought only how, by union, harjpony, am', 
love, he could exalt his naljon and bis faith in the sight of thi 
Gentile world, and prove that, however close and binding mav 
be the casket, the jewel it enshrines is stil! the revelation of th'- 
Lord, the religion of the Bible ! 

But our present task has not to do with the nation and Juda 
ism at large ; it is simply to prove to the women of Israel the)< 
l)osition in the sight of God, and their duties towards man 
The intricacies of the law, as commented upon and explained by 
our ancient fathers, are not for us. Woman needs only com 
fort, strength, and guidance, so simply yet so clearly given, that 
a little child may read and understand them ; and these arc 
ours, alike in the records of our female ancestors and in the pre 
septs of the Lord. 

Hitherto we have been regarding His love, mercy, and jus 
(ice, as manifested to individuals ; deriving lessons fiom exsrv. 
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pie, and guidance from tlie Eternal's dealings witli Ilis area 
tuces. Recorded in His book, we know that their liv«s are now 
intended for our instruction and benefit, or they would not Lava 
been written But God knew thit something yet more was 
needed fo the r i gioua tra n ng and veil do g ot Ilis elected 
people son eth ng mure thin tl e r ere h to y of the past, 
bright as t! it was w th t! e won lerf 1 mm tes itions of His 
presence n d rect eon n un n^s w th U a sa, t — and for the 
love He bo e H s f thf I se ant Ab al an t j leiaed Him to 
bring f ora the deepe t d kntss the purest I <rht and vouchsafed 
a law nhich waa to last lor ever, and tlirough which not alone 
His chosen but every nation should be blessed. 

Fi'oni the death of Joseph to a short time preceding the birth 
of Muses, Holy Writ is silent as to the history of the Israelites, 
both individually and nationally, except the important truth that 
" they were fruitful and increased abundantly, and multiplied 
and waxed eitceeding mighty, and the land was filled with 
them." Though no law had been given, they were atill, it ia 
evident, a completely distinct people, retaining a pure religion in 
the midst of barbarous idolatry. With no ordwned worship — 
no revealed ordinances-— no appointed sacrifice, or priest ; still 
they were the elect and beloved of the Lord, requiring no medi- 
ator, either angelic or human, to bring up their prayers before 
God, and render thera acceptable. Yet God not only " heard 
their cry, but had respect unto them." This is a point in our 
history too important to be overlooked, though it concerns Israel 
generally, not the women of Israel alone. It is very often 
brought forward as a proof, that we must now be wholly re- 
jected by the Lord, because the daily sacrifice has ceased, and 
many parts of the law, obligatory upon us in our own land, are 
scarcely possible to be observed in our captivity — the cessation 
of sacrifices and atonement ofierings especially are perpetually 
insisted upon, as proving tliat unless we acknowledge the aton- 
ing sacrifice of Jesus, and regard him as our High Priest, wa 
are lost temporally and eternally. 

The simple fact tliat the Israelites in Egypt had neither sacri- 
fice nor high priest, though the former was already ordained, 
yet were still a distinct people, stili the firet-born of the Lord, 
and had power to lift up their cry to Him, and be heard, com- 

?'assionaled, and answered, is a sufficiently conv' 
srael is now, and has been for eighteen hundrc 
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was in Egyft, ivitli the sole difference that there we ivei* not 
the captives of the Lord as we are now ; nor had we then a law 
to guide us, a,nd by obedience prove repentance. We are now 
fulfilling the prophecy, that " Israel shall abide many days with- 
out priest or saciifice," et«. {Hosea lii. 4) : but the same blessed 
word which foretelh this, says not one word of oar being utterly 
cast off, but repeatedly enforces the divine consolation, that wa 
have but to cry unto the Lord, even from the lands of our cap- 
tivity, to l)e heard and compassionated as we were in Egypt. 
We have no need of sncritice, when God Himself o/dained that 
it should cease ; nor can we have the head of the nation, alike 
of ils religiou's cin!, and even military divisions, while scattered 
in every quarter of the globe. Were we to accept Jesus, in his 
blended character of sacrifice, atoner, and high priest, the pro- 
phecies would all rem^n unfullilled ; as we should stJIl ]>osses3 
all these, instead of being, ns the ])rophet so expressly declared, 
deprived during our captivity of " king, prince, sacrilice, image, 
epiiod, and terephim," Hosea iii. 4. 

To Israel in ^ypt they were not given ; to Israel in her 
lengthened captivity they have ceased, until she be purified and 
chastened sufliciently to receive once again the visible manifes- 
tation of the Lord's acceptance, their constant attendant, and 
■which was forfeited by our rebellion. Yet stJll, even as in 
E^ypt, 'we are the first-born of the Lord, and have nationally and 
individuilly, equal access to His compassionating love. 

A new»king had arisen in Egypt; one who knew not Joseph, 
and saw only in the Israelites, a people harmless indeed in 
employments and pursuits, but sufEcientJy mighty in numbers 
to arouse the jealous fears of tyranny ; and the commandment 
went forth to afflict them, by weighty tasks and heavy burdens. 
But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and 
grew ; and, in consequence, heavier and heavier grew their 
afflictions, till at length the fatal command was given to destroy 
everj' male child at its birth. Yet even this was ovenuled by 
a merciful God. The hearts of the women designed for this 
barbarous office were in His haod, and he so soilened them 
into tenderness and compassion that the innocent babes were 
saved by the very means adopted for their destruction. Finding 
this scheme unavailing, Pharaoh issued another command more 
fetal than the first, for it seemed not in the power of man to 
e»adc or counteract it. And in the power of man it was not; 
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God aliine could bring forth delivery; and therefore did Ha 

Sennit the deepest darkness to close nround his people, that 
oth they and the Egyptians might know the power to redoem, 
and the love to accomplish it, were in Him alone. 

The situation of the women of Israel, at this period, must 
have been terrible indeed. Their infants, born in the midst of 
Borrow, yet hailed, perhaps, as the sole blessing which they 
could call their own, snatched from them by ruthless murderwrs, 
and flung into the Nile. And where were tliey to look for 
redress — for pity ? Where but to their God — and " He heard 
their groaning ;" and from this very desolation raised up His 

The family of Amram, a son of Levi, already consisted of 
himself, his wife, a little son of three years old, and an elder 
daughter. The birth of Aaron must have leen attended with 
heavy sorrow from the tyrannical oppression under which his 
father and the other Israelites labored ; but dark as was that 
hour, it must have been almost joyous compared with the awful 
trial awaiting his mother now. About to add another httle one 
to their family, how agonizingly must the shriek of torture, 
wrung from her sisters in lirael — marking every fresh assault 
of the Egyptians within their houses, in search of their bahes— 
have sounded in her ears ? Day after day, night after night, 
one or Other dwelling of the miserable Hebrews was searched ; 
and ransacked, if no child were found. Voices of cursing 
and mockery mingled with the wild entreaties for mgrcy — the 
scream of agony — the wailing moan of impotent suffering — the 
feeble wail of helpless infancy — the sullen splash, that told the 
work of butchery done; — such must have been the sight and 
sounds around the home of Jochebed, as she awaited in trem- 
bling horror that day which must expose her to the same. Il 
came at length, and a fair lovely habe was bom — a boy — whose 
first waihng cry, if it reached the ears of the Egyptian butchers, 
would be his death-knell. But the prayen of the mother had 
not been in vain. Her God was with her, endowing her with 
wisdom and energy sutSciently effectu,-il to conceal her boy tlireo 
months. But then, danger once more approached. Suspidons 
tad either been excited, or the increasing age and size of the 
child rendered the task of concealment no longer possible. 
Fearful must have been the atru^le of natural terrors and 
spiritual confidence, filling the mother'- mind, ere the plan she 
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eventually followed was matured and executed. Faith aione in 
a God of infinite compassion could have inspired a mode of 
proceeding apparently so fraught with danger, as herself to 
expose her babe to the deep and dangerous current of the river ; 
' ■ n while faith impelled, and at times soothetl, by the firm 
n that her Gfod wouid save, natural affections and 
ears must often have had the ascendant, breathing but 
^ ir and of death. The future was veiled in impenetrable 
iss. The fate of her child, even if his slender ark bore liini 
in safety on the waters, mast be one of suffering, or perhaps of 
starvaljon — for who would give him food! Did she do right 
to expose h!ni thus ! If he were to be saved, would not the 
Eternal equally accomplish it without this fearful venture ! 
Such would be mere human reasoning in woman's feeble heart. 
But prayer gave her the needful grace and strength to listen 
only to the immortal spirit, and trust undoubtingly in God. 
Can we not picture the anxious throbbings of maternal affection 
as her own band weaved the ark or basket of bulrushes, in 
which her babe was to be exposed ? Would not merely earthly 
natures have smiled in scorn on this feeble invention, and 
pronounced it ftitile ? But the mother of Moses had not such 
to increase the difficulty of her task. Her husband's name is 
never mentioned in this proceeding; for Amram, as the 
remainder of his miserable brethren, was in all probability too 
much weighed down and spirit-broken by their multiplied 
afflictions, to think of the inmates of his home, save wilh 
increased affliction and despondency ; nay, had perchance closed 
his heart against all love for his new-born, believing it was des- 
tined, as every other, for immediate death. He could have had 
no time to watch 't, d h h' 'f ' ' ties. To his 

mother alone, h d h pec il p dence of God, 

did Moses owe b p cs rv ti 

The ark was CO d G te w oresight and 

wisdom for the task, JoJi bed d bed t with shme 

and pitch, tha w te b d pe te w n ; and with 

trembling yet 11 t] p p d h b therein, and 
laid it on the flags by the nvera bnnk. To watch what would 
be done with it — whether it wouid rest there till some compas- 
sionating passer-by should behold and sAve him, or be indeed 
launched on the waters and carried from her sight — was indeed 
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140 THE WOMEN or ISRAEL. 

a task too fearful for maternal love. We mav pictiuo, with 
perfect truth and justice, her Ja^t lingering (tis3 pressed upon the 
lips, cheek, and brow of the unconscious babe ; lier waiting till 
Bleep closed those beauteous eyes, which, in their pleading gaze, 
Beenied to her fond heart beseeching her Dot so cruelly to aban 
don him — waiting till slumber, light, pure, beautiful, as only 
infancy can know, lay upon those sweet features, those rounded 
limbs — making them seem like some folded flower, waiting but 
ihe return of <lay to brighten into renewed and still lovelier 
existence. Would that day ever dawn for that sweet uncon- 
scious slumberer on earth ! Alas 1 how may she answer ! 
Her look deepens in its silent anguish — its immeasurable Jove. 
Faith seems departing in that intensity of human feeling; she 
will look no more, lest indeed it fail. The light lid closes softly 
over the sleeping babe. She lays it amidst the flowering flags 
— looks once, once more. Does the infiint moan or weep I 
How may she leave it, if it does ! No : all is silent, voiceless — 
the boy still sleeps — and she hurries from the spot — bids Miriam 
stand " afar oS," yet near enough " to know what would be done 
with him." And for herself! — where, where shall she find rest, 
from the anxiety and suffering of that fearful hour! Where, but 
at the footstool of her God, in whose gracious hand she has placed 
her babe ! Wliat could calm tiiat heart but prayer ! And liow 
can we doubt one moment that to the mother of Moses prayer 
was her whole support, strength, and life! 

Holy writ is silent as to the length of time which elapsed ere 
Pharaoh's daughter " came down to wash at the river ; and her 
maidens walked along by the river's side, and when she saw the 
ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it. And when 
she had opened it, she saw the child : and, behold, the babe 
wept. And she h.Td compassion on him, and s^d, This is 
one of the He>rews' children," How exquisitely true and toucli- 
ing is this picture of human nature ! The simple words, "and, 
behold, the babe wept," even in reading, seem to fill woman's 
heart with a gush of tears. The utter helplessness, the innocence, 
the beauty of tiie poor babe, seem to cling to our affections, as 
if he were entwined with them by stronger ties than mere nan'a- 
tion. And is he not! What woman of Israel can road this 
touching narrative unmoved 1 " The babe wept ;" and, true to 
nature, Pharaoh's daught«r had compassion on him. Cold, t<'r- 
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rifled, Iiungry, the poor infant might have been weeping long in 
liis bulrush prison ; but thoae tears, sad as they were to him, 
obtained his human preservation. 

The compassion of the princess emboldened Miriam to go for- 
ward, and respectfully to ask, " Sliall I go and call to theo a 
nurse of the Hebrew women, tiiat she may niirae the child for 
thee ?" An address which would almost m^ke ua believe that 
the compassionate and gentle character of the tyrant's daughter 
must have been known to the Hebrews, or the young Miriam 
wonid scarcely have had sufficient courage so to have spoken. 
This, however, must be suggestion ; the inspired nanaiive only 
enforces upon us the hand of God tlirougbout. The same Goil 
who inspired Itebekab unconsciously to speak those words which 
answered the steward's prayer, and elected her for Isaac's wife, 
also inspired the youthful daughter of Amram to come forward 
and speak such words to the princess of %ypt, as, at another 
time, she would have trembled to utter even in thought. 

" And Pharaoh's daughter said to her. Go. And the maid 
went and called the child's mother. And Pharaoh's daughter 
said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I 
will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child and 
nursed it." 

AVhat must have been the emotions of Jochebed, thus to clasp 
again to her heart her I'escued treasure I Not alone saved from 
present death, but future suffering and labor — r-stored to her 
maternal bosom, to receive thence not only his necessary infant 
nourishment, but sucli lessons of his father's God and his breth- 
ren's faitii as would render him invulnerable to the temptations 
and idolatry of the Egyptian court. Her emotions in parting 
from her child we might try to picture ; but on those which 
must have attended his rescue, his restoration, silence is most 
eloquent. How had not her simple trusting faith been reward- 
ed 1 How clearly, how startlingiy had the hand of the Eternal 
been displayed ! And how coidd she prove the grateful devoted- 
ness of her overflowing heart, save by devoting the child His 
love had saved unto His ser\ice J Not even poverty and priva- 
tion had she to encounter. While her brethren were enduiing 
the heaviest burdens from ci'uei taskmasters, she was receiving 
Wages from the princess of Egypt for the nurture of her own 
thild ; and well may we believe those w^s were devoted to Iha 



.tec bv Google 



needy and the suffering — from her who in the midst w natural 
Borrow must have felt herself individually so blessed. 

"And the child grew, and she brought him nnto j?haraoh'a 
daughter, and he became her son." But it was in Close years 
he had passed with hia own mother !iis character had been 
formed ; hia principles were tixed ; his religion obtained living 
and breathing, and ever-actuating influence. We know not tlie 
ago at which he left hia mother, but we must infer, from all that 
is narrated of him, that Aer influenco, not that of his adopted 
parent, made him what te was. No lessons of Pharaoh's daugh- 
ter^ could have endowed him with that feeling of patriotism 
which hade him rise up against the Egyptian who was smiling 
an Israelite, or interfere between the two Israelites, endeavoring 
meekly to restore peace. Had his early instruction been con- 
fined to Pharaoh's palace, his very birth and race would have 
been unknown ; he would have imbibed only such principles as 
actuated^ the E^ptians, and could not fail to havi^ bowed down 
to their idols. Some very powerful influence mus* liave been at 
work counteracting these evils ; and what influence is so great 
over the susceptjble age of infancy as that of mother or nurse ! 
and Jochebed combined both these endearing relations. Even 
after the actual task of nursing was accomplished, " and the 
child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh's daughter," it 
appears to me more than probable that she was still retained 
near the person of her child, fending him even after he was call- 
ed the princess's son ; and thus had frequent oppoi'tunitiea of 
inculcating those divine truths which, though no law was yet 
given, the past history of hia people so vividly revealed. 

That Moaes makes no further mention of his parents is no 
proof of such idea being but fancy. Of everything concerning 
himself he writes so slightly, so evidently imagining his personal 
history of no possible consequence, compared with the mighty 
and solemn matters intrusted to him, that it was not likely the 
dayaof bis childhood should be recalled and dwelt upon. Nay, 
he himself might have been perfectly unconsdous to what influ- 
ence he actually owed his peculiar feelings as an Israelii*, his 
gentle lovely virtues as a man. The work of a mother is silent 
and unseen as dew upon the earth : — the seed must be planted, 
watched, watered, but unless spared to behold it springing into 
flower, the hand of the planter may for ever rest unknown. 
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Jocliebed was parted fram her sod, years before tlila bkssed 
reward could have been given ; his childhood alone was bers. 
llis youth, his manhood, when the seed she had sown might 
have repaid her wiLh abundant harvest, were passed, the one in 
all the temptations, the luxuries of an Egyptian court ; the 
other in exile — the lowly shepherd of his father-in-law, a priest 
of Midian, — apart even from bis countrymen. It does not 
appear that his parents were among those who left E^ypt, or 
their names would have been mentioned with the other relatives 
of Moses. Jochebed had not the privilege of beholding the 
suiritual and temporal greatness of her rescued boy; but had 
the seed of her sowing withered 3 Were her counsels vain i 
Can we not trace in the peculiarly gentle, much-forgiving 
character of our lawgiver, ihe moulding of a woman's hand 1 
Is there augtt to prove the minion of a court, the favorite of a 
princess ? l^o, O no. The whole character of Moses displays 
a mother's guidance. A mother's love watching over childhood, 
and inculcating those high and glowing principles of virtue and 
patriotism, which the blessing of the Eternal ripened into such 
a beautiful maturity, as to render Moses a fit instrument in Hia 
hand to lead His chosen people from the land of bondage, and 
to reveal His changeless law. 

And what will not this beautiful narrative teach us ? As 
Jochebed, we too are in a land of bondi^e ; indeed, in free and 
happy England, not a bondage of suffering and persecution, but 
yet as exiles from our own land, and, alas I t(X> often, exiles 
from our God. We too are in a land of strangers, whose feitli 
is not ours ; a faith which, though it be not idolatry, is fraught 
with yet more temptation and danger. In this blessed land, no 
cruel taskmaster afflicts ns with heavy burdens ; yet there are 
some to look upon us with scorn and hafe, who would strew 
our daily path with the thorns and briers of contempt, calumny, 
and abuse ; and others again who, with kindly yet mistaken 
zeal, would appal us by the vivid redtal of the fearful precipice 
on which we stand, telling us that but one escape is left us, one 
only war, or we are temporally and eternally lost ; and that 
way no Israelite can recognise. Yet fearful are the temptations 
to t*ek it, ind few, too few, his weapons of defence. Worldly 
rank and worlily honors are closed to the believing Hebrew, 
and wherever he turns he feels himself a stranger. 

Blest in th a land with oeace and frpjidom, yet, ever and 
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Bn n I e low growl of the tempest of persecution reaches Liin 
fo d n shores; sometimes sinking; into silence, ere mora 
I an I e he rt's quick tlirobbing is aroused ; at others waxing 
! II le and more loud, lili the waiJings of thousands, and the 
si k of orture, are borne on the heavy air, breathing that 
Is ael 3 aiflcted still. And wherefore? To bid us still feel 
ue e he captives of the Lord — tliat Jerusalem lieth desolate 
and w vste f our sins — that the awful prophecy of the twenly- 
e "h h cl apter of Deuteronomy has been, and in many lands 
B 11 n actual fulfilment — that we are now, as we were in 
E^yp , aSl ted ^nd oppressed — " despised and rejected of men 
— a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief" — " as one that 
gropeth at noon-day, as tile blind gropeth in darkness, that 
shall not prosper in his ways, that sliall only be spoiled and 
oppressed evermore, and whom no man shall save." 

And if it be so (and who shall say it is not ?), oh I does it not 
devolve on the mothers of Israel to do even as Jochebed, and 
Bo influence the childhood of their sons, as to render them 
indeed faithful to their God, meek and forgiving towards man, 
and invulnerable to everv temptation held forth by the opposers 
of their faith! 

The very safety we enjoy, the habits of friendly intimacy 
which it is right and happy we should cultivate, all call upon 
the Hebrew mother to instJI those principles in the heart of her 
son which shall guide him through life, and, while they raise him 
in the estimation of the nations around him, inspire him indi- 
vidually to glory in his own. 

We have enlarged, in a former work, on the duty of mothers 
regarding religion generally. Wo would here conjure them to 
follow the example of the mother of Moses, and make their sons 
the receivers, and in their turn the promnlgators, of that holy 
law which is their glorious inheritance. Their faith, in England, 
may not be tried as that of Jochebed — they may not be called 
upon to expose their innocent babes to the dangers of the river, 
to savethemfrom the cruelties of man — but they are called upon 
to provide a suit of defence for riper years. They must so 
instruct, so guide, tlie first ten or twelve years of boyhood, that 
even then they may leave their maternal homes as Israelites 
rejoicing in their faith. They must infuse some balsam to heal, 
or some invulnerable shield to eject, the arrows of contempt or 
pity which, ere they pass through life, they must encounter, 
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Tliey must so lead, that graver years may conduct tlieni to that 
only study, tlie blessed word of Gcd, which alone can give peaca 
to their spirits, rest to tiieir minds, and conviction to their hearts 
— alike in tlieir private hours and their communings with the 
NiLzareue world. This is now the Ilebrew mother's task, which 
may be blessed to their offspring as Joehebed's was to Mosea. 
It is for tliis they must have faith, must trust that God will 
perfect that which is imperfect, fill up every deficiency, and bring 
the seed to flower, or vain and hopeliss will Le their task. 
Tiiey must impress upoa their offipring their apiRrruAi. abis- 
TOCRACY, and so not only remove al! teniptatjon to barter their 
lieavenly heritage for eartldy rank, but infuse their minds and 
hearts with that nobility of thought, word, and action, which 
sbould be the heir-loom, the glory of every Hebrew, be he of 
what rink profession, or even trade, he may. Persecution and 
1 arbtr ty n our opposers, and their consequent ignorance and 
Buper*t t n ourselves, have for Jong ages so crushed and 
t an pled o this innate nobility, that in all but a very few 
nstances t seeuis, and has long seemed, departed from us ; its 
b n hn cnt it g-rnatizing us as degraded to the lowest and vilest 
of nank nd Can we now tlien, in those blessed lands where the 
Tew my walk in freedom, with " none to molest or make him 
afiaid," permit this stigma to remain ! Shall we not rather 
wake every energy, string every nerve, to prove that it is not 
Jud lism, but persecution at fault ; and that wherever the Hebrew 
is FREE, he is NOBLE 9 That the princely blood of Abraham, 
Moses, and David slill flows within his veins, and incites him Ui 
thoughts and deeds as far removed from ignorance and degra- 
dation as the sun is from the earth! 

But not when arrived at manhood can this nobility be 
infused. It must be imbibed witli the mother's milk, and form 
the very atmosphere of childhood and youth. Let every 
mother in Israel look upon her infant treasure as direct from the 
liand of God, and believe that He sailh to her, as the princess 
of Egypt said to Jochebed,— " Nurse this child for me, and I 
will give thee thy wages ;" for Him, for the Lord, who in every 
age, dime, and position, calleth Israel His Children. And let 
her indeed so nurse him, that whenever he may be called t« his 
Fatherin Heaven he may be fit to go. Let her, weak and feeble 
of herself as she is, remember that with the Lord all things aro 
possible, and that as He blessed Jochebed in the pres-srvation 
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and nurture of her cliiH, so if we will but blend effort wilb 
prayer, perseverance witli faith. He will equally bless U3 — anil 
though it may uot be ours to mar a deliverer from Egyptian 
bondage, vet how will the .mothers in Israel rejoice and glory, 
to receive " their wages" In tho elevaljon of their nation by their 
cons? 

To do this, they must be hoble ; and to become so, let the 
Hebrew mother teach her boy, from his earliest years, to think 
of his heavenly heritage, his spiritual election, his eternal life, 
and leave the interests and ambition of earth tJll riper years, 
when even these dull sordid cares shall become ennobled and 
Bpiritualized, by tlie purer atmosphere which he has in his boy- 
hood breathed. We are not, indeed, while denizens of earth, to 
think BO escluaively of heaven as to unfit us for the life of trial 
and temptation which, in our mortal career, we are commanded 
to tread ; but we are to infuse earth with Heaven, time with 
Elemity, the soul with God. As Isiaelites, we ccmnot sever 
our temporal from our eternal interests, we cannot fling off the 
memory o^ and obedience to, the Eternal, for with every single 
relation, duty, ordinance, and habit of daily life His commands 
are blended. Wo are not Israelites, if we think to live apart 
from Him, or to do ought in which wo cannot assodate Him by 
the entreaty for His blessing, and the looking to Him throughout 
We are not Israelites, if we do not feel our every domestic duty and 
loving Ue sanctified by Him, and bringing us nearer, closer, more 
lovingly to Him, with every passing month. This is to be an 
Israelite — this is to be the aristocracy of the Lord ; for did we 
so assodate our religion with our lives, we must be koble. 
But how can we attain this, how dare we hope it, if the pursuit 
of gold, the vain longing for wealth, the idle dream of worldly 
aggrandizement, the empty rivalship with those richer and 
higher than ourselves, be the sole end, aim, and being of the 
Israelite ! We look with loud condemnation and scorn on the 
worshippers of the golden calf — we contemn tho worshippers, 
more tnan we tremble at the awful chastisement from the hand 
of the Lord — yet let us beware, lest our sons too bow before 
the golden idol. It may take no form, we may not approach it 
with forms of worship, and priests, and incense, but if it fill up 
our hearts to the exclusion of all other and nobler thoughts, if 
its pursuit drag us from the house of God, from our own hearths, 
Scaden us to the love of hoine ties, prevent the spiritual and 
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ctikfged education of our children, what is it to us but as tlio 
golden calf to the Israelites of old ? And how dare we hope t* 
be exempt from the chastisement of God, when it fell upon oui 
brethren! Oh ! let us not case up our hearts, and puraue ouf 
way in confident security, because it is deferred, God works 
not now as He did then. Israel, in his redemption from Egypt, 
needed consUnt, visible, and palpable evidences of the provi- 
dence and the justice of the Lord. We have them not to guide 
us now, but their record is ours, in whicJi to learn our duty, and 
the efliscfs of its neglect or disobedience. That which was dis- 
pleasing to Him tkm,h displeasing to Him now; but, scattered 
as we are among the nations, depnved through our iniijuitias of 
the Tisible manifestation of His presence. His approval, and His 
wrath, not on earth may our judgment be known; nor can we 
"discern between Lim that serveth God, and him that serveth 
Him not," till tiiat day when "the Lord shall niak p His 
jewels, and spare those that Jove Him, as a man pa tl hia 
own son that serveth bim." 

That the long dark agee of persecution o gin t 1 th t fearful 
indifference to all ennobhng pursuits, of wl h th H b w is 
accused, we quite acknowledge. Deprived of all h n ble and 
elevating employment, of every profession, of e^ ery trade, which, 
bringing them into friendly contact with their fellow-men, would 
have enlai^d their minds, and awakened soraal affections; 
cowed, crushed, hunted down, and often persecuted for the sake 
of their wealth ; deadened, stupefied, to all spiritual elevation, 
even as the Israelites in Egypt ; was it marvel they should cling 
to gold, and seek ite increase, as their sole rank and privilege t 
Foe them God had compassion, for He knew how they were 
tried. It was natural too, that, even when in lands of compa- 
rative freedom and peace, the habits and associations of past 
years should chng pertinaciously to Ihem still. But their 
encouragement is no longer guiltless— prosperity, peace, friendly 
intercourse with some of the nations, are granted us, that we 
may coma back with heart and soul unto our holy law, and 
strive with all our might against every idol which comes between 
us and our God. In England, France, Belgium, and America, il 
is no longer persecution and intolerance that degrade and pro- 
nounce us vile. If such feehngs do find entrance, it is the 
prejudice arising from what we were. They, as is natural, see 
not the caiiM of that past degradation, but let ua make it mani- 
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f«t — let ns evince, more and more, tliat gold is no longer oui 
tolo pursuit ; tliat fraud and cunning, which to the ignorant 
Gentjle are Bynonymous with the word Jew, are as far fi'om us 
as from them — that when free we too are no'ule, honorable, and 
Epiritual to an estent that, if we adhere to our blessed law, only 
lai'aeiitea can be — and prejudice must pass away, and Israel be 
acknowledged the witnesses of the Lord. 

It is this noble, this spiritual feeling of independence we 
would beseech every Hebrew mother' to instil into her boy ; 
and which we now humbly, yet ■ earnestly, prayerfully, and 
heartfully conjure every Hebrew father to aid and confirm. Let 
not the ears of the infant Israelite be polluted by reference to 
earthly gain and worldly rivalship, but let him hear oilen from 
his father's lips those sweet lessons of heaven and God — of stlF- 
denial and its blessed reward — of those purer pleasures of 
ioteUeet and heart, which, if not infused into his .nfancy, can 
never find entrance and dominion in after years. Ably and 
delightfully would such paternal lessons assist the mother's 
task, and lighten the blessed yet exquisitely anxious labor of 
teaching their o£^pring tlieir proper statioo in the sight of God 
and man, and so ennoble, purify, and spiritualize heart and 
mind, as to render them fit descendants of the princes, priests, 
and prophets from toliom they spring. 

And let not such parents fear for their sons* earthly welfare. 
Such training will not unfit them for the necessary cares and 
toils of life. It will but render them less engrossing, less 
worldly, and annihilate every feeling which they would blush t& 
acknowledge before God au<l man. It will take from life its 
dross, its stagnating care, teaching them that their duty indeed 
is to work and persevere, alike for their families and themselves, 
but that in the hand of the Lord is their portion, and that He 
will order their daily lot as will be most fitted for their eternal 
welfare. It will remove every temptation to turn aside, for 
lucre or ambition, from their father's faith. It will open heart 
and hand towards the suffering and the poor, and, removing 
every selfish feeling and grovelling thought, prepare them for 
that day when the Lord again shall call them His, and bid 
them resume that kingly station in the sigbt of the nations, of 
which for " a little moment" only they are deprived. 

The suffering Israelites, under the terrible oppression of 
Pharaoh, imagined not the rank to which they would bo called 
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hj the no: 1 of the Lord. While groaning under their heavy 
aurJeii' tcilmg day and night, with neither relief nor relaxa- 
tnn, could they have imagined that, in their persecuted 
offspring, pnncea should arise ;— that, in a brief interval, Chiefs 
ot their tribes, Heads of families, Captains of well-appointed 
spadrons — Priests, sacred in the sight of all the people, and 
acknowledged by the Eternal — Workers in every elegant art, 
which was needed in tlie building and embellishment of the 
Tibernacle — Warriors, dauntless in bravery, and skilful in the 
art of war — Judges, giiied to decide causes, award sentences 
and keep cnil peace and order amid a disorderly multitude- 
Princes, of such wealth and consequence as to make the splendid 
offerings enumerated in the seventh chapter of Numbers — could 
they have imagined that such would be ! Yet such -was, and 
RHch WILL BE. We know not when, we know not how — we 
only know that the word of God has said it, and that He is a 
God of truth. Shall we not remember this in the education of 
our sons, and infuse such feelings as will render them indeed 
but sojourners in the land of the captivity, watchers, as it were, 
on the frontiers, prepared to arise, and fall into their appointed 
stations, the moment the Lord shall call ? Let us welcome in 
them the inclination for the liberal professions, all that will 
enlarge the mind and ennoble the heart, and bid them prove, in 
the sight of the whole Gentile world, that where the Ifcbrew is 
PREB, he his brave, enterprising, self-denying, gifted, wise, 
magnanimous, as the noblest of the nations around him. Let 
tlie Hebrew mother give her boy the solid foundation of his 
glorious faith, and he may go forth in the Nazarene world 
unharmed ; and in other professions, other lines than that of 
merchant, in which alone till now the Jew has been known, he 
will honor the name oflsraeLte. 

And if such be the fruit of nursing lier child for God, oh I 
will rot every Hebrew mother feel, that she has indeed received 
"her wages!" 
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We kave seen quoted in a Jewish periodical, " that it was for 
the sake of the righteous womea the Lord delivered our 
anceatora from Egypt" Scriptural authority for this assertion 
we certainly cannot find, as it is expressly said, " the Lord 
remembered the promises which he had made to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob." We only quote it aa aproof that the ancient 
fathers from whom we believe it taken, could not have had the 
low idea of women with which they are charged, to have put 
such an opinion forth, even in su^estion; but must have 
imi^ned the righteousness of women of no little importance 
towards the well-doing of the state. That so, in fact, it is, we 
have direct scriptural authority to believe ; aa not only a review 
of the law will make manifest^ but the consequences of the sins 
of the women in a more distant period. Were not woman an 
equally responsible agent in the sight of God — were He not in 
His infinite mercy tenderly careful of her innocence, hHr honor, 
her well-doing, her protection by man — no law for her in par- 
ticular need have been issued, nor such especial care taken to 
cleanse her from impurity and guilt, to free her from false 
charges and an unjust liusband, to permit and sanctify her 
singular vow, and give her every incentive for a chaste, virtuous, 
and modest life. This need not have been — would not have 
been — if the Eternal had not, in His compassionating love, 
regarded His frailer, weaker children with even more tenderness 
than He looked on man, and resolved on fixing her station and 
her privileges, and so bringing her forward aa an object at once 
of tenderness and respect— -of cherishing, aa a wife and 
daughter — of the deepest veneration, as a mother — the especial 
object of national as well as individual love and protection,- as 
widowed and fatheriess — and of the kindest, most fatherly care 
Rud gentleness, as the maid-servant. Nay, even tha femala 
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captive was marked out for fostering and healing kindness, and 
allowed time for mourning, instead of, as in the case of other 
nations, aye, even those of later days who called themselves 
followers pf Jesus, being hurried to the bed of the brutal 
conqueror, who was often still reeking with the blood of her 
relations. How then can it be said, that in every other religion 
save that of the Naaarene, woman's station is degraded, even 
as the heathen find the slave i 

With a mighty arm the Lord had brought forth Israel from 
the land of bondage, enriched by the spoil, which they did not 
borrow from the %yptians, as the usual translation renders it, 
bnt had demanded, as their right from weary years of unpaid 
labor, and which, terrified at the awfnl plagues which had be- 
fallen them, was granted them at once, " TheLord gave the people 
favor in the sight of the Egyptians," are words twice repeated, 
thus doing away at once all idea of the Eternal having fevored 
fraud, even against Ilis enemies and the enemies of His people. 
They demanded the long arrears of payment, aiid they were 
given, in jewels of silver, and jewels of gold ; and so, not by 
deceit, but in justice, they, to use the Bible language, " spoiled 
the T^yptians." 

The powers of Nature herself succumbed before the mighty 
will of her Creator, Fire, earth, air, and water, had departed 
from what is called their natural course, to bring forth Israel 
from bondage, and to falsify at once the awful denial of a God, 
in the vain dream of necessity and nature. The sea itself— as 
the final seal to the stupendous manifestations of Almighty 
Power displayed in the ten plagues — divided at the word of its 
Creator, and the host of Israel — men, women, and little children 
— passed through on dry land, with a waterj wall seeming to 
nnite eartli to heaven, on either side. And when the unbe 
lieving scoffers followed — when, denying st il the sanctitv ol 
Israel, the wonders of Israel's God, the el iriots and hosts 
of Pharaoh dashed on in vain defiance of the Lord — down turn 
bled the overwhelming mass of mighty waters and the proud 
hosts of Pharaoh lay dead before their slaves And when the 
song of thanksgiving, of adoration, rose from the heails and lips 
of the redeemed, the voice not only of man but of woman pro- 
longed the strdn. "And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of 
Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand ; and all the women went 
after her with timbrels and with dances. And Miriam answered 
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tlietn, Sing ye to the Lord! for He hath triumphed gloriously, 
The liorse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea." 

Woman is not gifted with a silvery voice and an ear for har- 
mony, to devote to the pleasure of man alone. Let her devote 
them sometimes to the praises of the Lord, and bid the psalm 
of thanksgiving filling the sanctuary of the Lord be answered from 
her lips ; and the aweet sanctuary of home, at morning and 
evening prayer, behold her leading infant lips to tune their first 
song in thanksgiving to their Father iind their God. 

As a general vievr of the beautiful laws constituting the Mo- 
saic religion does not enter into the plan of this work, we shaB 
throw together those portions on which, as they regard woman, 
we shall somewhat lengthily treat, without any reference to their 
probable dates. We know that all the laws forming onr religion 
were given between their departure from Egypt and arrival in 
the promised land, and are contained principally in chapters 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, and 29 of Exodua— in the whole book of Levi- 
ticus— iu chapters 5, 6, 8,9, 15, 16,17, 27,28, 29, 30, 35, and 
36 of Numbers — and in the whole book of Deuteronomy. From 
these we select and examine all that can give weight to, and 
throw light upon, the six divisions of our present subject. 

As the first and most beautiful relationship in which 
woman is undeniably necessary to man— the object of his first 
affections, to whom he owes all of cherishing, happiness, and 
health, from infancy to boyhood, and often from boyhood to 
youth ; and who, in consequence, must be entwined with every 
fold remembrance of childhood, the recollection of which is often 
the only soother, the only light, in the darker heart of man — 
it is but just that wo should examine, first, how the holy rela- 
tionship of a Mother in Israel is guarded and noticed by our 

The very first command relative to the duties of man towards 
man, marks out the position of children with regard to their 
parents, male and female, tie representatives of God on earth. 
It was not enough that such position should be left to the natu- 
ral impulses of grallLude and affection — not enough that the love 
and reverence of a child to his parent should be left to his own 
heart, although in the eases of both Isaac and Jacob such had 
been so distinctly manifested. No ; the same tremendous voice 
which bade the very earth quake, and the fast rooted mountain 
reel— which spoke in the midst of thunders and lightnings, 
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* Thou shalt have no other gods but me,"^aIso said, " Ilonor 
thy father and thy Mother," and added unto its obedienoo a 
promise of reword, the onlj' command to which recompense is 
annexed, that its obedience might indeed be an obedience of 
love. And lest there should be some natures so stubborn and 
obtuse that the fear of punishment only could affect, we read in 
the repetition, and, as it were, enlargement on the ten cora- 
mandmenta, " And he that sraitetli his father or his mother 
shall surely be put to death, and he that curseth or revileth his 
father or his mothbh shall surely be put to death " (Exodus 
xxi. 15 — 17). "Ye shall fear every man his mother and 
his lather, and keep my sabbaths ; I am the Lord" (Levit, xix. 
3). " For every one that curseth his father or his mother, shall 
surely be put to death. He tliat cursed his father or his mother, 
his blood shall be upon him," Andagiun, in Deuteronomy v. 16, 
we have the repetition of the fifth commandment, the reward 
attending its obedience stiil more vividly enforced : " Honor 
thy father and thy mother, as the Lord thy God hath com- 
manded thee, that thy days may he prolonged, and that it may 
go well with, thee in the land which the Lord thy God g^veth 

With laws like these, bearing on every one of them the 
stamp of divine truth, of a sacred solemnity which could come 
from God alone, how cau any one believe in, much less assert, 
the Jewish degradation of woman, or call that Judaism which 
upholds it ! 

liow could these solemn and often reiterated commands be 
obeyed, if the son of Israel beheld his mother merely the igno- 
rant bond-slave of his father ! How could he honor her ! What 
could have such influence upon his moments of passion as to 
restrain him, when so tempted, from smiting, reviling, or cursing 
her ? IIow could he fear her, when he beheld her trembling 
before his father, not as her husband, but as her master J But 
such he saw not. Weaker in frame, from her position and her 
duties ; less mighty in mental powers, yet possessing every attri- 
bute to make home blessed, and her children holy followers of 
God, virtuous and patriotic citizens of their land ; shrined in his 
heart with every memory of his infancy ; — such was the Hebrew 
mother to her son. Were the laws obeyed, there could be no 
neglectful or sinning mother. Not even suspidon could attack 
her. The law guarded her even from her own relatives, if they 
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falsely wronged her, compelled her, even under tlio fear of death, 
to be chaste, holy, virtuous, and faithful in every duty of domestic 
and public life ; and, therefore, it was a labor of love for hef 
children to obey their Ciod in honoring her, and a crime worthy 
of death, if indeed there could bo found any sufEciently hardened 
and rebellious as to disobey. 

Again, we find in Deut. xxi. 18, " If a man have a stubborn 
and rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his Either or 
tho voice of his mother, and who, when ihey have chastened 
him, will not hearken unto them, then shall his father and hia 
MOTHER lay hold of him, and bring him to the elders of the city, 
and unto the gate of his place. And they shall say unto the 
eioers of the city. This our son is stubborn and rebellions ; he 
Will not obey our voice. And all the men of his city shall stone 
him with stones that he die. So shalt thou put away evil from 
among you, that all Israel shall hear and fear." 

We here find at length a practical commentary or ex'^mple, 
as it were, of the briefer laws on the same subject, given pre 
viously. To naodera ears, and present notions of filse refine 
ment, such commands seem unnaturally harsh and terrible In 
those times, they must have been needed, or they would not 
have been given. And beautifully, even in their harshness, do 
they demonstrate the reverential duty of Israelitish children to 
their parents. Still more powerfully do they illustrate the per 
feet equality of father and mother in respect to their children. 
It was not only that disobedience to the latter was equally 
punishable as to the former, but that the voice of the mother 
was also to condemn her son, Or he could not be proved guilty ; 
a peculiarly just law in a nation where more than one wife was 
allowed. Without it, how often might the more favored work 
upon the husband fo believe felse Ules of the offepring of her 
riva! ! How often might innocence have been condemned, in- 
justice and cruelty permitted, in a man's own household ! Evils 
effectually prevented by the father's witness being unavailable 
without that of the accused's own mother — one, we mast fee!, 
not at .all likely to come forward agfunst her own child, unless 
his crimes had been so heinous as to prevent the possibility of 
ber shielding him any longer. We have no recorded instance 
olsuch a fearful evil in Israel ; but the severe law given in case 
o( such, should never be forgotten by us, marking, as it does. 
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the wrath and justice of the Lord against all those of His chosen 
people who could forget, neglect, or wilfully abuse, in any one 
point, their duty to their earthly parents. 

Although mothecs are not individually commanded to instruct 
their children in the knowledge of God and Ilis Law, they are 
certainly joined with the fathers in the performance of that 
sacred duty. Every statute, every ordinance, given by the Lord 
to Moses, was always introduced by the command, " Speak ye . 
to the Children of Israel;" "Say ye to the children of Israel;" 
or, "Hear, Israel ;" words including the whole congregation, 
male and female. Had man only been included, Mosea would 
have addressed them as sons, or as fathers of tribes, as we find 
Aaron and his sons, and the priests or Levites, in some few in- 
stances particularly specified. That woman is intimately JMned 
with man in the religious instruction of her children, is also 
proved by the fact that the mothers of the kings of Israel and 
Judali are always mentioned by name, as if to them, yet more 
than to their fathers, they owed their early impressions of good 
or evil which their after lives displayed. The very commands 
regarding parents are strong confirmaUon. A son could not 
honor, and fear, and love his mother, if he only owed her bis 
first nourishment, and received nothing at her hand but the 
eame instinctive care as the brute creation display towards their 
young. The immortal mind and soul of man must have sonie- 
thiog more to reverence and fear, even if the natural links bind- 
iag mother and son were sufficient {which we much doubt) lo 
call for love. In commanding reverence and obedience from 
children, God knew that He had so gifted the Hebrew mother, 
and so marked her duties and position, as to render such emo- 
tions raerelj her due To her then, as well as to the father, 
are those important injunetions contained in DeuL vi. 20 — 25, 
emphdt cilly addre sed ind aecctfding to the measure of her 
obedience to them so will be the measure of her children's revc- 
lenee and loie 

The same chapter hut i few verses previous, had solemnly 
cjmmanled Israel to love the Lord his God with heart, and 
so il and might— to hy h s words upon his own heart, and 
teach them dili^ntly to his children. And, after demanding 
obed ni.c and r ghteousness in other statutes, proceeds : " And 
when thy son Tskelh thee in time to come, saying, "What mean 
these t tin nipe inl '^Xit t ■* ind judgments which the Lord 
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our God hatL commanded you i Then thou slialt say unto ttj 
son, "VVe were Pharaoh's bondmen in Egypt, and the Lord 
brought U3 out of Egypt with a mighty hand ; and tlie Lord 
showed aigcs and w d rs g t and sore, upon B^pt, upon 
Pharaoh, and up n 11 1 h hold before our eyes; and Ke 
brought us out f a th th t he might bring us in, to give 
us the land whi 1 H w to our fethers. And the Lord 

commanded us t d 11 thes statutes, to fear the Lord our 
God, for our good Iw th t He might preserve us alive, as it 
is at this day. A d t hteousness if we observe to do 

all these commandments before the Lord our Gtod, as He hath 
commanded ua. 

On the weighty all, which to Hebrew parents is comprised in 
these emphatic verses, we must not at present linger, save to ob- 
serve, that much as was required from parents, when the law 
was given, and in Jerusalem, still more is needed now. "We 
have to add to the history of our bondage and redemptjon, that 
of our glory and our sins— of our first captivity and our partial 
restoration— our renewed and increased iniquities — of the long 
suffering, long forbearance of an infinitely merciful God — of His 
averted, yet at length falling wrath — of our exile, our persecu- 
tion, aud misery — all which Moses himself foretold ; and yet 
our never-dying hope, our incentive for constancy, even through 
the flames of martyrdom, or the more lingering martyrdom of a 
crushed spirit and broken heart; the imperative necessity of a 
return unto the Lord through humility and righteouan ss t U t 
ing in Him to purify and save. 

All tliis roust now be added to the parental tut 
enforced by Moses : and all this is equally demanded f m the 
mother as from the father, would they receive to its ful stent 
the reverence ordained by God Himself. For not by pr cept 
alono must this instruction be given. The young p t mu t 
be led by example as well ns ejiortation. Let him see that 
the instructions of his parents come from the heart as well as 
lips — influence their thoughts, words, and actions — nay, their 
very being — and never need they despair. However long it 
may be before the fruit they have sown appear, it will spring 
into beautiful maturity at last, and shed its purest fragrance in 
that hour when the f^thfiil mother watches the rapid approach 
of that last struggle which shall wing her spirit tr the footstool 
of her God. 
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Will, then, the Hebrew mother rest content with the station 
assigned her by the ignorant and the prejudiced, and not strain 
every nerve, rouse every energy, to make the command of the 
Eternal for her children to honor and fear her, easy, and joyous 
to obey ! 

She haa done, and she does this ! Not a slur, rot a stigma, 
not a shadow can be flung upon the conduct of Hebrew molhcra 
to their offipring. Neglect, injustice, partiality, want of affec- 
tion, harshness, coldness flung by fashion between mother and 
child, that littleness and jealousy which would keep back youth- 
ful loveliness for a longer individual reign, — sucli things may be 
known — may he common — among other nations, but to the 
Hebrew they aie utterly unknown. It is easy to assert that the 
woman of Israel is degraded and a slave ; but did such falsa 
accusers visit a domestic circle — did they but see a Hebrew 
mother and her children — they would find it difficult to prove 
it. Then let every son of Israel receive such religious training 
from his mother, in addition, or rather closely twined, to the 
mora! and intellectual education she has so long given, that he 
may be ready, from hia very boyhood, indignantly to repudiate 
the charge, and prove, by his whole conduct — alike in public 
career, as well as his domestic reverence and love — that hia 
mother is as free in the sight of man, as responsible in the sight 
of God, and as much the possessor of an immortal spirit as hia 
father and himself. 

To the Mosaic religion, then, and to no other, does not only 
Israel, but every otlier nation by whom the Bible is acknow- 
ledged divine, owe the elevation, the dignity, the holiness of 
woman as a mother, a position marked out by God Himself, 
and proclaimed and held d y by the awful threat of 

punishment, but by the 1 a n | u f divine reward. How 
sacred then to every son a d da hte Israel must be their 
duty to their parents ! D b d neglect, scorn, are no 

longer capital offences a d ng to he justice of man ; but, 
oh I let us not for one m m n f g h t the same God who 
commanded that such th j h Id be, watching over Israel 
BtlU, will demand from every child if His command has been 
obeyed — from every parent if they have done their duty, and 
taught their children from earliest years, that disobedience to 
ikem i-i disobedience to '\eir Qnd, and in His eyes, and m Hia 
law, a capital offmce. Were this truth more constantly, mora 
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impressively enforced, the reciprocal duties of parent and cMld 
would be more easily and more happily fuldlled , and the heart- 
burnings, the anguish, occasioned to parents by neglect and 
nnkindoess, and the rebellion and constant struggles of their 
offipring to fiing off an authority which has never been exerted 
in infancy, and so must gall in youth, alilie be at an end, and 
Israel's homes, as well as Israel's law, proclaim the guiding spirit 
and loving mercy of the Lord. 



The laws instituted for the protection, the position, the duties, 
of the wives of Israel, were more peculiar to the manners and 
customs of the East only, than those relative to mothers, which 
can be obeyed and attended to in eveTy age and clipie. StiU 
much was instituted, even with regard to wives, whuJi marked 
and fixed their position, and decidedly elevated woman in the 
scale of being, and proved that, though, as was just and wise, 
" her desires must bow to her husband, and he should rule ovei 
her," yet that this rule was to be one of perfect confidence 
and love. 

It has always appeared a mystery, how any person, even 
among the Gentiles, who has seriously reflected on, and studied 
the word of God, can assert that it was onl!/ through the 
preaching of Jesus and his apostles that woman took her proper 
station, and those ordinances were given, which restrained the 
passions of men, and made marriage a pure and holy tie. 
Centuries before the advent of Christianity, those laws we-e 
given, which, regarding and prohibiting too near consanguinity 
in marries, are acknowledged and obeyed by the whole civi- 
lized Vforld. Where do we find, amid the Gentile nations, tha 
purity, the chastity, the stainless virtue of woman, to the extent 



.tec bv Google 



«liich is still the glory of Israel, and which owes its origin 
simply to the laws which were issued by the Lord through 
Moses ; seeming, indeed, most terribly severe, but blessed in 
their very severity by the beautiful purity in Israel which they 
wrought! Were the law of Moses universally received, how 
different would be the aspect of the world ! 

Polygamy was permitted in Israel, at the period of the deli- 
very of the law, simply because the Eternal's mercy would not 
interfere witli an immemorial usage, which his wisdom knew, 
from local customs and long-indulged habit, would demand 
violence to he relinquished. The laws He instituted in no way 
interfered with those habits of His people which custom had 
endeared ; His prescience leaving to time that improvement and 
greater refinement of the human race, which demands ages to 
accomplish, but which would at length fling aside of itself every 
fetter that once had linked it to the customs of less enlightened 
nations. The Eternal never works by superhuman agency, 
when His gracious plans can be accomplished without it. " A 
thousand years in His sight are but as yesterday when passed, 
and as a watch in the night ;" but His infinite wisdom knew, 
that, to finite man, that period is ever fraught with progression, 
and His omniscieBce leaves to time, according to the reckoning 
of humanity, the effect of His law in the amelioration and im- 
provement of tte human race. Ouv very banishment amid the 
nations, a banishment occasioned by Israel's sinful abuse of the 
tender mercies of the Lord — by his retrogression instead of ad- 
vancement, in the glorious career to which he was destined — by 
his Indulgence of every guilty passion, and utter forgatfulness of 
his fathers' God to bow down before the idols of his idolatrous 
wives — this very banishment will purify Israel from the grosser 
part of his Elastern nature, and render him fitted, by increase of 
purity and refinement, to become once more the first born of 
the Lord, from whose beautiful land those laws shall issue onco 
again, to emanate in reviving light and gladness over the whole 

But, thoagk permitted by the Mosaic law, polygamy was so 
restricted, that the protection, happiness, and weli-doing of both 
wives were provided for; no partiality could permit injustice; 
the man that did so was punishable by law. " If a man hava 
two wives, the one beloved and the other hated, and they have 
borne him cliildren, both the beloved and the hated, and if the 
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Grst-born son be here tliat is hated, then it stall be, wlion U 
maketh hia sons to inherit all that he hath, that he may not 
make the son of the btloved first boru before the son of tba 
hated, which is indeed the first bom, but he shall acknowledge 
the son of the bated for the first bora, by giving him a double 
portion of all that he hath." 

The Hebrew term translated haled here, as in the case of 
Leah, does not signify so strong a feeling, but simply the one 
1ms Moved than the other. And, as had already been practi 
cally illustrated in the wives of the Patriarch Jacob, this law 
provides for, and fives the perfect equality of both ; guardmg 
tlie less beloved fro n dll tl a ev 1 effects of indiscrimm»(« par- 
tiality, and utterls ] event ng tl e father from doing iuju-stice to 
her of&pring. Ihe cire taken of every member of t Jewi-^h 
family— fi'om the st oni,e*t to the weakest— by the law of God, 
would, had that law been oh yed, have effectually prevented 
that fearful abuae of the Lords mercy in not interfering with 
the andent cualoms of His people, which in the time of the 
monarchy so disgraced and desecrated Israel, But let not the 
scoffer cast the odium of such abuse on the Jewish Law. That 
law was pure — infused with the love, the compassion, the fos- 
tering care, the justice and the se e 'ty f th G d f wh m 
it came. lis ob d b e w u d ha w gh a f 

heaven upon the ts d edie e p m he 

innate sinfulness g od a d 

plunged the who n to d ss f 

crime, which cou d y be e d by a m y and 

blood. 

But though a loioed to exist without bemg considered a ciimo 
at the period of the redemption from Egypt, for the reasons 
stated above, the laws of Moses, relating to conjugal duties, pro- 
vided for one wife alone, thus proving the superior and hoher 
purity of such unions in the sight of God, and thus forcibly 
marking the distinction between those customs which were to 
last for ever, through every age, and race, and ciime, and those 
which were merely nationahzed from previous habit and asso- 
ciation. 

Tho oneness of heart and feeling, of purpose and obedience, 
which was ordained by God Himself, from the very beginning, 
to exist between husoand and wife, and which could only spring 
fiom perfect equality, is most bpautifulty infused throughout tho 
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law. Inferred from tlie simple fact, that in every recorded 
instance of enumeration at festivals, eating of lioly meats, obedi- 
ence to coram and men ts, &c., the wife is not distinctly men- 
tioned, although every other domestic relation is expressly 
stated. As one with her husband, the wife was included in the 
emphatic (Aoa, to whom the command or ordinance was ad- 
dressed. The children and servants of a household might have 
rebellioHsly turned aside from the precepts of tlie Lord, but tha 
wife's duty and happiness were one with her husband's. Har 
win wfta his, when that will was guided and sanctified by the 
will of God. That she could require the divine command indi- 
vidually to keep holy the Sabbath day, to share the feast of the 
otiiiringa, &a., was a supposition too utterly at variance with her 
duty as a daughter and wife in Israel, to demand a distinct law ; 
being counted amongst those to whom Moses proclaimed, "When 
all firael ia come to appear before the Lord thy Gfod, in the 
place which He shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all 
Israel in their hearing ; Gather the peojile together, men, 
women, and children, and the stranger that is within thy gates, 
that they may hear, and that they nay learn, and fear the Lord 
your God, and observe to do all the words of this law," no He- 
brew wife could have needed more, for she, as well as her 
husband — one with Lim — was the recipient, the obeyer, and the 
promulgator of eiery law in whith there was no speci6ed dis 
linction of indmdual duties 

That the omission ot wife m the commandments and ordi- 
nances which specify other members of the tamily, cannot be 
taken ia any other hght, is proved by the fact, that wherever 
there was a possibility of her occupying a diatinct position, or 
being engird in anj derices or employments contrary to tho 
will of her husband, she is expressly named 

"Thou sh<dt not coiet thy neighbor's unfi'," 11 emphatically 
commanded by tho same Divine Voice which omitted her, or 
rather included her ia the " thou" to whom tha fourth of the 
Bame precepts, whence the line we have quoted was the tenth, 
was given. Thus guarding her safety, and prohibiting the very 
first thought towards her which could have led to sin. 

Again, "if thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, 
or thy daughter, or the viife of thy hosom, or the friend whom 
thou lovest as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying, 'Let' 
ua go and sorve other gods, whom thou hast not known, tlion 
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nor thy fathers,' &c., thou shalt not consent unto him, noi 
hearken unto him; neither sliall thine eye pity, neither shalt thou 
■pare, neither shalt thou conceal' him." Here, in intimate conjunc- 
tion with the preceding commandment, is a positive mention of 
the wife, supposing her to ba actuated by feelings and principles 
so distinct from her husband, as to tempt him to sin. The 
omission of wives in ordinances where every other member of 
the household ia named, is not then in any way whatever to 
suppose her a nonentity, a mere name in Israel, but simply to 
mark her oneness with her husband, in every duty to her God, 
and in every command and restriction of His law addressed 
to the CHiLDHEM of fcrael, and, therefore, binding on them 

"When a man has taken a wife, he shall not go out to 
war; neither shall he be charged with any busine^, but lie 
shall be free at home for one year," Were this the whole law, 
we might justly suppose that the happiness of man was alono 
regarded; but it is not so. Why was tliis year of release 
granted him! For tia own enjoyment! his own pleasure! 
No I but to " cheer up " — or, in other words, to make happy 
— the wife which he had taken. Words how exquisitely 
descriptive of the Eternal's tender sympathy in the earthlif 
happiness of his children ! He condeacondod to enter into the 
minufJ details of domestic life ; He guarded even their earthly 
happiness from all contingencies, and proved that he demanded 
not His love to be realized only in sorrow, but that joy, chas- 
tened, spiritualized by gratitude and love, was equally acceptable 
and blessed. 

Man might find happiness apart from his wife, even in the 
first year of his marriage. The exciting callof war, or thegrosser 
and more engrossing cl^ms of business, might easily obtain 
such dominion as to render him less careful of his home, less 
anxious for the happiness of his wife, than were ho free. 
Woman has no such cl^ras to share her heart with her hus- 
band. Almost more than any other time in her young exist- 
ence does she need the protecting care and fostering tenderness 
of man, in the first year of her wedded life. Sh has 1 ft th 
home of her youth, the fond parents who had 1 1 d n h 
such love and care, that it seems strange how 3 n p biy 
""'".t without them. She has turned from he ccupat n the 

's of hei' early years, dear from 1 ass t n 
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enter info an entirely new scene, new feelings, new duties, new 
responsibilities ; and for guidance and support, under her God, 
looks with justice to her husband alone. She may be called 
upon to battle with sicknesa and with pain, and she has no 
longer a mother beside her to give her the fond cares of a ten- 
der nurse, and take from her all household duties. She has 
turned from all for the love of One ! And how may she be 
happy if that one be torn from her by the call to war, perhaps 
never to return, or by civil duties, which, though the lesser evil, 
might yet check the daily intercourse of mutual love and con- 
fidence for wliich she pines 3 

But, left "free for one year," howmuch of fehcity, not only for the 
present, but the future, would that single ordinance bring to both. 
And must not we, the lineal descendants of those to whom such 
a revelation of God's love was given, feel, to our heart's core, 
that God is indeed the God of love whicli he proclaimed Him- 
self to Moses ! Surely no woman of Israel can tear to approach 
Him, deeming Him a being too awfully holy to look on such as 
her, when that unapproachable holiness is veikd by such a flood 
of irradiating love towards her individually, that sho is more 
than weak, is guilty, if she keep aloof, and refuse, under the mis- 
taken plea of too great un worthiness, to clasp the mercy proffered, 
and fold its healing balsam to her heart. God would not bid us 
love Him, if we were too unworthy so to do. He would not in 
His every law. His every promise, demonstrate His compassion- 
ating care, His appealing love. His long-suffering mercy, did He 
deem us too unworthy to receive them. Can the flower that 
gems the grass give back the loving care that there bath placed, 
guards, and will renew it ! Can the bird give back the foster- 
ing Jove which guards its fragile form, teaches the construction 
of ita tiny nest, and guards its helpless young? Can the insect 
know and return the Father's love that guards ita gossamer life, 
blesses it with acute sensation, and endows it with such wisdom 
in the construction of its web, nest, or cell, as to excite man's 
envy 1 Yet, has not the Eternal care for these 3 and will not 
therefore all Nature confirm His precious word, and tell us lie 
has equal care and equal love for us ! True, we have sinned — 
we do sin — and, alas I will sin ag^n, till that blessed day when 
the " stony heart shall be replaced with a heart of flesh," which 
will, unaiulied by mortal fr^ltiea, cleave unto the Ijord, Yet 
God has given us power to struggle with and resist the evil, if 
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we canKot la this world wholly conquer it. He has told us, 
that " His ways are not our ways," and, therefore, however 
incomprehensible to finite mati, " in Him shall the Seed of 
Israel be justified, and shall glory." He has taught us in 
infinite compassion, what we must do, and how feel, to ba 
acceptable in His sight; not in the law alone, for if we study 
only that in our captivity, we shall be appalled by the ordinan- 
ces we cannot now perform, but in His prophets and the Psalms, 
■which, as rules of conduct and of feeling, will give us all we 

As a statute of the Israelitish state, the law we have heen 
considering is no longer obeyed ; it cannot be, for w< are not 
now in our own land ; but it is the spirit of the ordinance which 
so nearly concerns us, more especially as women. 

To recognise to its full extent the distinction between the ways 
of God and the ways of man, so beautifully displayed in tbis our 
[aw, let us think one moment on the [K>liey actuating leaders and 
lawgivers of more modern limes, men professing to be guided 
by the spirit of love and peace. Where, in feudal times, do we 
find provision thus made for the newly-wedded ? A stigma, 
never to be blotted out, would have clung round the name and 
reputation of that man who would not turn from his home and 
young wife, even on his marriage day, at the first rude call to 
lawless, and often most unnecessary war. Where do we finfl 
lawgivers, princes, aud nobles, ever taking into consideration the 
comfort and peace, we will not even say happiness, of then 
female followers! Where were laws ever issued for lier, to 
guard with fostering tenderness her gentle \irtues, her clmging 
affections, her domestic charms 3 Where, save m the hw of tod ! 
To attract attention, to win respect, to obtain protection, she was 
compelled to he more great than ^oorf, to leave her natural sphere, 
and manifest fortitude, bravery, and devotedness, qualities indeed 
excellent in themselves, but, as proved in the middle ages, only 
valued for their near relation to the qualities of the warrior, and 
departure from woman's ordinary habits and home. And by 
what thousands of suffering women, of all ages, must these cha- 
racleristica h'ave been unattainable, and in consequence how 
many thousands left to all the misery of deserted homes, crushed 
affections, and the countless nameless tortures borne by woman 
in a lonely unprotected path ) And much later than the feudal 
times, a period but very little removed into the past, — shall wa 
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ray tlie borrible conscription which devastated France, and every 
conquered territory owning Buonaparte as master, manifested that 
cara of woman, that tender sympathy in her every feeling, which 
we are lold is only found with tiie believers in tlie gospl ! We 
must judge of the divinity of laws by the spirit which, from their 
observance, emanates over those to whom they are binding. 
The Jewish law is, on many [wints, during our captivity, impos- 
sible to be observed. Yet we see the spirit of its ancient ordi- 
nances still guiding our homesteads, impeLing the gentlest and 
most confiding spirit towards woman in every relation of life. 
The Hebrew may scarcely be conscious what actuates his tender- 
ness towards his wife and children, but it comes from the spirit 
of that law, given to his fathers, in which woman was marked 
as the especial care and protection of the Lord. The law, in form, 
like ihe human frame, may die for a time, but the spirit of the 
ordinances, like the soul of the body, is immortal, and will revive 
again the shell from which awhile it may have flown. 

The law of Vows is considered by some derogatory to the dig- 
nity of woman, by rendering her liable to the will of her husband, 
and subject to his approval, even in her devoting herself to her 
God. We will endeavor to prove that the supposition is mis- 
taken. Equally acceptable and responsible as man in the sight 
of God, still, as we have said before, " her desires were to bow to 
her husband." She neglected her conjugal duty if she pursued 
any course, even under tlie pretence of rehgious motives, con- 
trary to his will. A singular vow demanded a voluntary 
relinquishment of domestic duties and enjoyments, to devote 
herself in some way to His service; it is generally supposed in 
some employments of the Tabernacle, or in the service of llis 
poor, or in the " binding oath to afflict the soul," giving herself 
up for a certain time to individual fast and prayer. Now few 
women in Israel, except orphaned single women, and childless 
widows, could be so independently situated as to make and fol- 
low up these vows without interfering with some nearer domes- 
tic duty. Woman's sphere in the law of God, without doubt, 
is HOMB ; her noblest attraction, devotedness to those with whom 
she is there thrown in d 'ly ' t rs 8 women there 
are, who find not only d b p a u — not only love, 

but safety. Others aga n es a d d scon ted, fancy they 

should be happier, and b nd m e u u anywhere but 

where they are, and glad ze he firs p o turn sisidei. 
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Spiritual devotednesa is too often a worldly snare, and tin 
pride of Lolioess tho most dangerous temptation which can 
posaibly ass^l us. We have often heard (amongst the Gen. 
tiles indeed, not aaion^t ourselves, for we have unhappily too 
few enthusiasts of any kind) of what is termed a saint (we abhor 
the falsity of the term, hut we are using now the language of 
the world). One avowedly devoted to the cause of religion ; 
passing hours in her closet, surrounded by religious hooks, a!!, 
we may observe, commentaries, hut not the Word of Life 
itself; or, with religious friends, wearing a peculiar dress, and 
most peculiar manners ; visiting the poor, more often with tracts 
than food; censuring every innocent amusement as profane, and 
temptations of Satan ; bearing words of humility on the lips, 
hut of pride in heart ; outwardly condemning and abhorring 
her own sins, but inwardly thanking God that she is so much 
holier tlian others ; robing religion in such dark and terrible 
colors, that the young spirit shrinks from it, and plunges in the 
world with renewed zest, to escape from the faintest semblance 
of its acceptance. 

If there be such, mistaken they certainly are ; but their 
judgment rests with Ilim whom they seek after their own 
thoughts to serve, not with their brother man, who, without 
some more true and sacred guide, might equally be led astray. 
Wii have merely alluded to this class of religions enthusiasts, 
more clearly to manifest the evil which the law of vows effectu- 
ally escluded, but which, without such law, might, from the 
holiness pervading God's people, have been more than likely to 

Man did not need such restraint upon his " singular vows;" 
because, in the first place, he was more independent than 
woman; in the next, reason, not feeling, being his guide, ha 
was not likely to fall into the temptation of ill-regulated enthusi- 
asm, even in his holiest and dearest duty. Woman's guide in 
general is feeling : she is a creature of impulse, ever likely, 
unless strongly yet tenderly restrained, to turn aside from the 
safer and less excitable path of daily duty, wherever the aSee- 
lioas or the enthusiasm of the moment may lead. More 
especially is she likely to tall into this temptation when first 
awakened to the eltums, and beauty, and comfort of reli^on. 
The simple duties of home then seem little worth, compared to 
the service of heaven. Herself, her Barents and brothers, bus- 
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band and children, appear of slender consequeDco compared ta 
tlie state of her afiectiona and faith towards God. The perfect 
compatibility of her duties towards God and towards man ia 
unperceived. Slie cannot realize tliat the unfatiguing, unex- 
citing duties of domestic usefulness, infused with thoughts of 
God and of His word, is the path most acceptable to Him ; 
and severing, instead of uniting, she neglects what she deoma 
the lesser, to pursue the greater duty. 

Many avenues were open to the wives of Israel to tempt the 
taking " singular vows." The birth of children, the recovery 
from illness, escape from danger, receipt of some unexpected 
blessing, dread of impending sorrow, or misfortune estraordi- 
narily averted, and sin repented of, all these might, in the close 
links which, when the law was given, hound Israel to the Lord, 
and in the warm passionate emotions of Eastern women, have 
impelled either the vow of service, to make manifest their 
thanksgiving, or the vovi" of affliction by fasting and prayer, to 
propitiate the Lord and turn away His wrath. And this vow 
migbt be taken in a moment of strong feeling, without sufficient 
tliought as to the possibihty of its performance, without inter- 
fering with the comforts of her husband and children, or her 
duties to her household. Was it not, then, just and wise, that 
the impetuous feeling of woman should be guided and tenderly 
restrained by the calmer, stronger reason and foresight of man ? 

But that this dependence on her husband in no way subjected 
her to his caprice, is proved by the law which we will extract 
at length. " If a woman shall vow a vow unto the Lord, and 
bind herself by a bond And if she had at all a hus- 
band when she vowed or uttered aught out of her lips wherewith 
sheb dh 1 dhhbd heard it, and held his 
peace th thdytlth hadt then her vows shall 
Biand 11 b ds wh th h be d her soul shall stand. 
But if h hi d d ill w d L the day that ha heard, 

thenh hdl m k h wh h h owed, and that which 

she utte d witi h 1| wh w th h bound her soul, of none 
effect, dthLodhUf h ... Every vow, and 

every binding oath to afflict the soul, her husband may establish 
it, or her husband may make it void. Sut if lier husband hold 
his peace at her from daij to day, then he establisketh alt her 
vows, or all Iter bonds which are upon her. He amfirmeth 
(hem, heeanse he held his peace at her in tJtc day that he heard 
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them. And if he shall any ways make tkern void, after that hi 
kixl/t Itmrd tkrnn, thks he shall bear uer iNiijiriTV." (Num- 
bers \\x. 3, 6. 1. 8, 13, 14, 15.) 

We iiere find most particular care taken to shield woman from 
that indecision and caprice from which she ia so often the 
innocent sufferer. 

The honor, respect, and deferenca which should chafaoterizo 
a wife's conduct and feelings towards her husband, are first 
enforced. For the unperformed tow, or the breaking the vowa 
of the lips, the Lord will forgive her, because they ha,e been 
disallowed by her husband. But they must be disallowed wAen 
taken. If from indecision, or weakness, or unkindness, in the 
determination to thwart the wbhesof his wife, he neither forbids 
nor confirms, but remains silent, that silence, in the sight of 
God and to his wife, is coKFiaMATiorr. He has no power 
capridously to prevent the fulfilment of her bond or tow by 
declaring that silence is not consent, and he does not choose 
that her vow shall be performed. He cannot do this. His very 
caprice is effectually prevented, for, if he acta thus, the woman's 
breach of vows will indeed be forgiven to her, but he shall 
BEAR ITS TNiquiTv, — a law whose beautiful justice marks its 
divine origin more forcibly than almost any other guiding the 
conduct of husband and wife. 

No human legislator could have enacted it, for what lawgiver 
of earth could have gone so deeply into the Tcry heart of man, 
and guarded the domestic relations of life from such petty yet 
constant misery as caprice ? 

One most consoling truth we learn by this law : it is in itself 
a direct and positive refutation of the charge brought against 
us, iJiat Jewish women have no access to God — no right what- 
ever fc interfere with the requirements and ordinances of 
religion. Were woman the creature of a day, passing hence to 
be no more, with neilber hope of reward nor liability to wrath, 
beyond this world, why should she have the power of making 
vows at all ; and so solemnly, that did man interfere with their 
due performance, he should bear her iniquity, and woman — aye, 
the despised and degraded woman — should be forgiven ! 

The candid and unprejudiced reader of the word of life, be 
Jiis faith what it may, must perceive how mistaken ia such a 
charge ; and let not, then, our young sisters be tempted to quit 
their native fold for another, where they are told greater privi- 
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leges await them, both as women and as immortal beings. Let 
Ibeni not be t«rri6ed by tlie charge that, as Jewish women, they 
are soulless slaves. But let them come to the word of Go^ 
and prove that there is their sliield, there is their defence. That 
there their God Himself has revealed a love and care for Hia 
weaker children, too deeply, too nearly, too blessedly for tbem 
to need aught else ; that there is their hope, as there is their 
coQsolatJon. 

Yet more to protect his feebler creation from the fierce jiassions 
and unjust accusatJona of Eastern natures, the Most High, in hia 
infinite mercy, instituted the law of jealousy, an awful and most 
terrible law, yet one which every innoe^il woman must have 
hailed with tbankfulness, and which every ffuilty woman must 
iiave died ere she could have faced. The various sins prohibited 
by the voice of God Himself, in His Ten Commandments, are all 
in Hia sight of equal magnitude, and, therefore, without any 
reservation whatever, were all punishable with death. And 
well had it been for the purity, virtue, and happiness of man, 
had tliis blessed law continued in force as it was given, and 
thence had emanated over the whole world. It Las been called 
a law of fire and blood, given but to destroy and be destroyed. 
But the charge is false. The Eternal knew the natures of thoaa 
to whom it was given — that severity was needed for the time ; 
and had that severity been used, and the law literally and purely 
OBEVKD, even as it waa intended, each generation would have 
been purer and more spiritual tlian the (brmer, till that holidess 
waa at length universally attained, which would indeed have 
brought "the. days of heaven on the earth;" and Israel would 
not now have been persecuted and tortured in some lands, and 
an exile and a wanderer, houseless and priestless, in them all I 

Adultery, even aa idolatry, sabbath-breaking, murder, &o., 
was punishable by death. In Israel, the ruthless spoiler of man's 
dearest shrine — his home, sacrificed not only his honor (which, 
however high sounding, to such characters must be but a name), 
not only his standing and his wealth, but his Lire. Aye, and 
not the tempter only, but the wife, the mother, who could fling 
misery upon a tortured husband, and undying shams upon her 
helpless babes. Yet amid a people irascible and fierce, too 
liable to jealousy to examine calmly and justly, as we know ii 
the case at this very day with every Eiastern nation, a law was 
imperatively needed to protect tlie helpless and innocent, uliko 
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from false cliarges and a husband's unjust Luio. No man couU 
take justice into Lis own hands. Ho dared not injure the 
reputation, or take the life of his wife, "itliout having her guilt 
proved by God Himself. A false accusation had no power to 
fling shame upon her, or reader her station doubtful, as it would 
now. The Most Kigh Himself interfered in her defence, and 
proved, in the face of the whole people, her innoeenea and 
honor ; as, were she guilty, He took into His own hands her 
punishment, and the manifestation of her guilt. 

The law of jealousy is not in general regarded by the women 
of Israel as it ought to be. False refinement shrinks from it as 
a thing perfectly unnecessary and antiquated now. Nay, perhaps 
as a law so horrible, so indehcate, that they wondei that it is 
not expunged from the Bible. By us it ia welcomed as another 
most consoling and unanswerable proof of the Eternal's tender 
mercy towarfi us. The fall extent of its use and justice can 
only be realized by contrasting it with the statutes of the south- 
em and easternnations, with whosequiekpas^onsai 
Israel, when the law was given, had more ii 
the cooler and more dispassioned north. 

"With the followera of Mahomet does not a 
mere suspicion, unaided by the very shadow o 
the helpless woman to a watery grave, with nor 
her behalf, or mourn her when at rest 1 None lo clear her 
name, or bring the false and cruel husband to justice and to 
shame ? And amidst those bearing the Christian name, do not 
tha Italian and Spaniard make as murderous use of the stiletto 
or the dru^d cup, as the Moslem of the sack? That such 
misery is seldom beard of in Protestant countries, comes not 
from actual law, but fromthatgreatercivihzation and refinement, 
which must spring from public and private communion with the 
Bible, This is the safeguard of Protestant women, and this 
they owe to the spirit of that law ^ven to rs by God Himself. 
Some among the Gentiles there are, honest and spiritual enough 
to acknowledge this ; and from our very heart we honor such 
honest lovers of truth. But others, and unhappily the greater 
number, there are who fling shame and dislionor upon the 
women of the very people for whose safety those blessed laws 
were framed, the spirit of which is now guiding the Protestants 
themselves. 

By contrasting the law vouchsafed f d us with 'Jiose guiding 
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the Genfjles of all denominationa, we leam to know the true 
value of the hlessed faith which we possess, and are armed 
agiunat all insidious efforts to turn us from it. But this can never 
be whilst tie women of Israel regard the kvi-a of Moses only in 
a national and local, not in aa individual view, believing that, 
because they are no longer in actual use, they only relate to 
tliora in their several positions in Jerusalem, and do not in the 
least concern them now. 

They do concern as, most nearly and most consolingly. He 
whose infinite mercy gave them has not cast ua from His love, 
though, for a time, compelled for our sins to bearwitncss to the 
nations of His jus'tice and His wrath. Yet for us, as a people, 
and each of us individually. He bears the same infinite long- 
suffering_ love which he bore to our ancestora in %ypt. We 
leam this from every prophet, who never spoke of sin without 
holding forth foi^veness, who never prophesied dispersion and 
banishment without comforting with the promise of restoration ; 
and we know the extent of our Father's Love towards us, by 
every statute of His law. 

The interference of the Most High in cases similar to those 
calling for the law of jealousy, the wives of Israel may no longer 
need : but are there none in minor circumstances wrongfully 
accused? None needing a Father who knoweth every secret 
thought and inward stni^le, to whom to look when man may 
wilfully wrong, or blindly misappreoiate ? None who struggle 
)n in the petty, but how sadly wearing, trials of daily life, to do 
what seems the best, to act the kindest, to banish every throb 
of self, and sacrifice all of individual comfort and enjoyment to 
further the comfort and the wishes of another, yet finds her 
every effort turned against herself, and armed with acutest woe ! 
In such cases, and who shall say there are none such, where can 
woman turn, but to her God! Where find conadlation, save ia 
tie belief that her innocence, her efforts, rest witii Him, and He 
will one day make them known? Where shall her heart, 
bleeding and torn from its earthly rest, find peace, save in Hia 
love ? Oh ! what woman bearing the name of Israel, can hesitaf« 
one moment to pour forth her every grief to hira, and feel she 
is individually his care, and He will plead her cause ? 

The express commands relating to the marriages of the priests 
is another beautiful proof of woman's perfect equality in Israel, 
and compatibility to be holy unto the Lord, by sharing the 
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holiness of his elected servants ; a proof, also, that in His serviw 
tJie Eternal demanded no sacrifice of iminan affeetJons. They 
were, indeed, to bo sanctified to Hira, to be infused with Hia 
Bpirit, and so to become a blessing and a joy to His aervanta ; 
but never to be annihilated, and so give temptation for the most 
a»ful abuses and crimes, as in the monastic seclusions of the 
Itoman cbiirch. The sanctity, the purity, which was to attend 
the wifo of the priest, was a further inctntive to tlie purity and 
holiness of the women in Israel. Superiority of actual ranks 
there was none, but superiority in virtue tbere was, and to gain 
that superiority was in the power of all women under the guid- 
ance of the law, Tne priests were the very highest and noblest 
in the sight of the people, being the elect of the Lord, and the 
ministers of His will. How pure, then, and tioly, must have 
been the ambition to become worthy of selection as the priests' 
wives; and how beautifully is the superior holiness and sanctity 
of the women of Israel brought forward by the simple fact that 
the priests of the Lord might only choose a wife from " their own 
peopie !" 

It is evident, then, from every law we have regarded, that, 
instead of being degraded and enslaved, the wives in Israel were 
peculiarly and especially objects of the Eternal's love. For their 
safety, their honor, those laws were issued, now recognised by 
the greater part of the civilized world ; and all those who deny 
this shake the very foundations of the whole system of morality, 
under whatever creed it may be found. The Gentile is in ver/ 
truth " debtor to the Jew " for far more than he acknowledges ; 
for every law unconsciously guiding and sanctifying his domestic 
relations, refining his own conduct, elevating his own mind, for 
every law blessing his home with a faithful wife, respected 



mother, and duteous child. That, 






fling odium oa the' Jewish law, can only excite our pity towards 
her. The innocence, honor and purity, and domestic, social, 
and religious duties of wives, being more clearly and unanswer- 
ably developed in the sacred canon of the Mosaic law than in 
any other, from the very simple fact that every other is Ibundcd 
upon them. 
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CltAPTEEi IV. 



Before regariling the laws instituted for the wii3ow3 of 
Israei, let us pause one moment on the full tide of anguish and 
nnprolected isolation comprised to woman in that one word 
" widow," that we may comprehend our Father's love to tha 
full extent. What woman's heart, awate to kind and generous 
feelings, can look upon a widow without sympathy — without 
the yearning prayer that consolation may he granted her, and 
her fatherless babes find frien<fc to guide tliem through a 
stormy world ! We know no description so thrillingly power- 
fiil of this, the heart's desolation, as the lines we subjoin. 

'■ Lone sharer of a widowed lot, 
Where is the language, lliough a Seraph hymned 
The poetry cf heaven, to picture Ihee, 
WteoL-ed as thou art, idSdm life has noic become 
Affiictioa'a martijrdom ? jar sack is love 
Doomed to remain on deaalaiiOT^i rock, 
And laakfor ever ahere the paat lies dead. 
What ia the world to thy benighted soul 1 
A dungeon ! Save that where ihy children's lonea 
Can ring with gladness its sepulchral gloom. 
Placid and cold, and spiritually pale 
Art thou. The lustre of thj- youth b dimmed, 
Thf verdure of thy Bpirit o'er. In vain 
The beaming eloquence of day attracts 
Thy heart's communion with creation's joy. 
Like iatilisht imaged oh a bojik of snow 
The emilc that icaneth o'er thy marble cheek." 

Robert Montooser*. 

Such, indeed, is the earthly sadness of the widow. One 
with him wlio has departed, how may she tread the earth's 
dark vales alone ? Where look for love to supply the place of 
that DOW gone 3 Where find a father for those babes, clinging 
to her for that support, that love, wliich in her tirst bereave- 



.tec bv Google 



ment slie feels utterly unable to bestow ^ Where but in Him, 
who in His law so especially proviJpa fur hpr and fjr bar iither- 
less children ; and, by his prophets, reinforces the statutPa 
already given, and brings forward their neolect as one of tlio 
manifold sins which called down His displeasure ? 

We find in his gracious word not alone the command, but 
the severe penalty attached to its diiobedience Srat m Exodua 
xxii. 22, 23, 24 : " Ye shaii not afflict any widow or fatherless 
child. If thou afflict them m any wise and they cry at ill 
unto Me, I will surely hear tlipir cry and inv wrath ihall wix 
hot, and I will kill you with the s«ord , and your wnes shall 
be widows, yonr children fatherless." 

Can any language more emphatically and forcibly denote the 
tender mercy of the Eternal 3 His love made their sorrows 
His own. As a positive sin against Himself, He threatened to 
afflict all those who dared afflict them by the inflictJon of simi- 
lar suffering. He knew that, left to man's mercy, the widow 
and the fatherless wonld often meet with oppression, fraud, and 
injustice ; be defrauded of their natural rights, and afflicted by 
hard creditors. Not only as a widow, called upon to bear 
"affliction's martyrdom," but as a mother, to behold her chil- 
dren a prey to suffering and want. In Israel this could not be. 
The widow and the fatherless were God's own, for He knew 
that not alone the wife, but the mother must be cared for. 

" Leave thy fatherless children to Me," He said by His pro- 
lihet Jeremiah, at a tjme when misery, desolation, and destruo- 
tJon were falling on Judea and her sons for their awful iniquity. 
" Leave them to Me, and I will keep them alive. And let thy 
widows trust in Mb." Even then, when disobedience and 
idolatry had so cursed the land, that His wrath could no longer 
be withheld, He reiterated the gracious promise given in His 
law. Sunk into the lowest ebb of iniquity, how could the 
widow and orphan bo protected if left to the care of man ! 
Where might they look, at such a seiison, but to their God, 
who for them alone had mercy and long suffering still ? 

The ruin and worldly misfortunes and trials, so often now the 
portion of the widow, could not exist in Israel. The nation at 
large was commanded to provide for them, and in every feast 
of offerings or of festivals, and in the ingathering of their com, 
and oil, and fruits, to include the widow and the iatherlesa ; 
laws not once, but several times repeated. " When thou outte&t 
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PERIOD II, — LAWS FOB WIDOWS. 174 

down tLy harvest in thy field, and hast forgotten the sheaf in 
the field, thou shalt not go again to fetch it, but it shall bo for 
the stranger, and the PAiHESLEsa, and the widow, that the 
Lord thj God may bless thee in all the works of thy hands. 
When thou beatest thy olive tree thou shalt not go over tie 
houghs again, it shall be for the stranger, the i-athbrles3, and 
t!ie WIDOW. When thou gatiieresl the grapes at tliy vineyard, 
thou shalt not glean it again, it shall bo for the stranger, the 
FATHERLESS, and the widow." 

Nor was this all. The tithes of wine, corn, and oil, the first 
lings of herds and flocks, all of which were devoted to tlie 
service of the Lord, that all woridliness and niggardliness should 
be banished from Israel, and "they shojld learn to fear the 
Lord their God always." The feast of Weeks and of the Taber- 
nacles, when the families of Israel rejoiced before tlie Lord in 
the place which lie chose, the widow and the FATHEntBsa 
were included. There was to be no affliction, no dependence, 
no sorrow in Israel (though the poor were not to cease out of 
the Ian 1) at these times. All were to rejoice before the Lord. 
And yet more m addition : " At the end of three years tliou 
sh^lt bnnn; forth all the tithe of thine increase the same year, 
and hy it up within the gates. And the Levite, because he 
hith no part nor inheritance with thee, and the stranger, and 
the FAIOEEI.ES1, and the widow, which are within thy gates, 
shall come and shill eat and be satisfied, that the Lord thy 
(jod may hless thee in all the work of thine hand which thou 
doest." And so important was obedience to this statute, that 
its profession was necessa.y in the confession of him who came 
to offer the basket of first-fruits, as a sign of his having come 
unto the land of his inheritance. " Tiien shalt thou say," pro- 
ceeded the instruction of the priest, " before the Lord thy God, 
I have brought away the hallowed things out of mine house, 
and also have given them to the Levite and the stranger, and 
the FATHERLESS and the widow, according to all thy command- 
ments which thou hast commanded. I have not transgressed 
thy commandments, neitlier have I fonmtten them" {Dent, 
xxvi. 12, 13). 

Again, in Deut xxW. 17, it is not enough that we have 
already beard, " thou shalt not afflict them," under the awful 
jKnalty of similar affliction from the hand of God, but prohibi- 
tion as to the manner of that affliction is expressly pointed out. 
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"Thou Shalt not pervert the judgment of tho stranger, niir of 
the FATHEftLBss, nor take a widow's raiment to pledge." Whyl 
Becaose they bad no earthly friend to redeem the latter, or plead 
for the former. Weak and unguai'ded, tliey were exposed to 
all ikese evils, had not the Eternal, in His tender compassion, 
taken them under His own espedii! care ; and, instead of com- 
pelling them to depend on the insecure tenure of man's com- 
passion, or even justice, instituting laws for their benefit, the 
disobedience of which was sire unto Himself. 

Had these laws been obeyed, it was impossible for the widow 
and the fatherless, however destitute they might have been left, 
to suffer niere worldly ills. The agony of the widowed wifa 
could not be increased hy the thought of how she was to pro- 
vide for her fatherless little ones. The Lord was their guardian, 
and He gave her and her children the gentle care and affection 
of their brethren in Israel; bidding her cry unto Him in soi'row 
or affliction, for He would assuredly hear her cry, and punish 
those who called it forth. 

What nation, then, what code, however just, however perfect, 
ever framed such laws as these ! " What nation," in truth, 
" has God so near to them as Israel in all we call upon 
Him for!'' Were no other laws relative to woman instituted, 
these alone would be sufficient to mark that their very weakness 
rendered them objects, even more than man, of compassion and 
love ; for where has God provided for man as for woman in the 
desolation of her widowhood! 

That modem Judaism cannot obey these laws now, as 
when they were given, interferes not with the fact of their 
institution itselC Thu verf charge, reiterated, enforced as it 
is, elevates woman, and excites towards her, not alone the 
humanity and tenderness, but the respect of man. How could 
he feel otherwise towards those whom God Himself has pro- 
mised to protect ! What stronger incentive could ho have to 
be forbearing and gentle, towards her, and in no way to afflict 
her, than that if he failed in kindness, his wife should be 
widowed, his children fatherless 1 Where shall we find a 
law to disannul this, proceeding, as it does, from the mouth 
of God ! 

To the women of Israel, at the present day, how inexprpssibly 
consoling are these laws ! In fonn they can no longer be 
obeyed ; hut, as in the case of the statutes relating to wives, it 
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B Iho spirit pervadint; them wLich ivo must take to our liearts, 
till they swell in grateful thankfulness to Ilim who from Hit 
throne in heaven condescends to make widows His especial 
care. And He does so now as then. God is immutable — a 
Spirit of Truth, knowing not the shadow of a change ; and, 
therefore, do we know and feel that the same love from which 
issued those beautiful laws, actuates His dealings with his 
people now. It ia vdn, utterly vain, to say we are cast off, 
and, therefore, cannot claim it The Bible teems with passages 
relating to our banishment alone, and to the Eternal's deep love 
borne towards us while in capUvity, and, consequently, towards 
us now. We could multiply passages on passages, from the 
Pentateuch, Psalms, and Prophets, to prove this. But the yery 
words already quoted from Jeremiah would be almost sufficient. 
When they were pronounced, the sins of Jerusalem were far 
more heinous than those of Israel in her captjvity. Yet even 
then God took the fatherless and the widow under His fostering 
care ; separating them for the innocence of the one, and the 
u I rotected weakness of the other, from the mass of iniquity 
wh h desecrated Judea. 

As coucer s His compassion towards ua now, we shall find 
then so dstinctly, so clearly enfoi'ced in Leviticus xxiv., 
] a c la ly trom verse 40 to the end, and in the whole of 
Deuteronomy xxx., that to doubt and keep back, from a suppo- 
B ton of our inability to approach our God, and claim His love 
in r caft ity, becomes actual guilt, and is likely not only to 
thro V 1 w dur and wider barrier between Him and ourselves, 
but to expo e us more dangerously than any other temptation 
to the soph ms of the Naiarene, who, in mistaken kindness, 
would terrify U3 from our sole rock of refuge and strength, by insist- 
ing that, cast out from the Lord's favor as we are, nothing cau 
save us from eternal perdition but the acceptance of their faith. 
The mote solid sense and unimpassioned reason of man may, 
and do, effectually guard bim from such danger ; but woman's 
quicker feehng and more easily blinded judgment need all the 
defence and rest in a divine love which the study of her own 
fa,'th, and its manifold manifestations of the Eternal as a God 
of truth and love, alone can give. No argument is more Ukely 
to weigh with a strong-feeling, unguarded woman, knowing 
little or nothing but the mere tbrmula of her own religion, than 
xhe idea, if pressed at a right moment, that the law of Moses k 
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1^8 -TJIE WOMEN OP ISRAEL. 

a law of f re and Llood, given only to destroy, and tlmt Lba 
religion of Jesiia :s one of love; that Jewish women can hava 
no comfort in adversity, but that as Christiana they will find all 
they need ; that jii the one Faith they must fed themselvea 
degraded, as in the other exalted and secure. 

Now, without affecting actual creed at all, temntations like 
these, unless fully and faithfully conyinced that we, as women 
of Israel, have privileges stil! higher, must on some disposiljons 
fall with sufficient weight as so to confuse and entangle, that 
even belief is adopted ere we are at all aware of what we ai-o 

about. "We allude not to those whom reason only guides 

who, cold, unimaginative, passionless themselves, laugh at feel- 
inn^, because they know it nol^who find philosophy always 
sufficient for their need. But the larger portion of women crea- 
tures of mere feeling and impulse, we would beseech to' come 
to the Word of God, and derive thence, in the days of youth 
and happiness, that peace, love, and consolation, which if 
unknown till " tie evil days come, and the years when thou 
Shalt say, I have no pleasure in them," may be sought, from 
very blindness and wilfulness, in a stranger fold. The argu- 
menfa we have quoted would fall to the ground by the simple 
answer, that as women of Israel, we have all we need ; that 
God revealed His deep love to us ages before He became known 
to our Gentile sisters ; that while we possess His blessed Word, 
we can never feel too unworthy to claim the tenderness he so 
proffers._ _ He Himself has given us privileges in every relafJon 
and position in life which no other nation has, except as derived 
from us, and that, instead of fire and blood, the whole Jewish 
law to woman teems with love. 

These feelings, inculcated in childhood, felt and experienced 
m riper years, will be sufficient for woman, and enable her to 
realize all the blessed consolation which every Jaw relating 
to her so spiritually bestows. Not to widows only, but to all 
who are in affliction, the Divine spirit infusing every law must 
bring comfort, by evincing how closely, how consolingly, she is 
drawn to God, 

Can the widow and the fatherless in Israel recall this truth, 
yet not bless God that the record oi His law is still our own, 
granted that in times of dispersion and banishment we might 
not despair, even though the form of the law must be, till our 
restoration, at an end? Ob, let the afflicted take comfort! 
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Siie has but to believe and obey, and the deep compassion of 
her God will perfect botli, and render them acceptable. Let 
her but think on the m^nitude of that love which has pro- 
vided for her both as widow and mother. ITiat byname she is 
singled oat as especially the object of Divine solicitude, and, 
tliorefore, that the Eternal knew and knows the heaviness of 
her trial, the extent of her deep sorrow, the pressure of her cares. 
Let her recall every law ^ven for the widow and the fatherless, 
and remember that He who gave them knows not the shadow 
of a change, and, therefore, feels for her now as tenderly as He 
did for her ancestors of old. What is lime to Him 3 Wo 
look back with our finite gaze, and think there is suii a wide 
distinction between past and present, that the laws given for 
the one can in no way concern the other. Customs, manners, 
all of earth may change, but not the nature of the immortal 
soul, nor of the human heart. From the beginning of the 
world, until the end, these were, are, and will be the same. 
Atid so is He from whom they spring, and who guides and 
cares for them now as when He first grafted them into man. 
What, then, is time to Him 1 Can frail finite humanity believe 
that time has changed His tenderness towards His afHicfed 
children? Oh! who would throw such scorn, such disrespect 
on that word which repeats and enforces in every manner of 
expression, " I, even I, am He, that changeth not ; therefore ye 
sons of Israel are not consumed ? " Let the widows of Israel 
take to their hearts every law which manifests His love towards 
them as widows. They are as much theirs now as at the 
moment they were given. Let them not believe, for a single 
moment, that the superior holiness of their ancestors gave them 
greater favor ia the sight of their God. He saith, " Not for 
your own sakes will I do this, O Israel, for ye are a perverse 
and rebellious generation, but for the sake of the covenant I 
swore unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob." And 
again, in strong confirmation, " For mine own sake, even for 
mine own sake, will I do it ; for how should my name he pol- 
luted : and I will not give my glory lo another." (Isaiah 
::lviii.) With such words how may wo hesitate ? Corae unto 
Iljm, ye widows of Israel, for ye are His. Clasp to your 
hearts His love. Think not ye can weary it, for " God is not 
man, that He should lie, nor the son of man that he should 
rcpf^nt." Let no thought of un worthiness keep us back, for not 
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m our own righteousness, but m. His, uiiist we trust. And oh 
believe in Him, trust in Him ; and, as tlie widows of old, in 
our very aifliction we shall be comforted, atid to the Gentilea 
show forth Ilis glory. 

Our next section, tlio Daughters of Israel, while it principally 
relates to the duties of our younger sisters aa inferred from the 
Jaws concerning them, also brings much important matter to 
light, regarding the equality of women. 

In every command and ordinance relative to obedience to 
parents, to the eating of holy things (Levit. si. 14 ; Deut, xii. 
and xvi.), to appearing and rejoicing at the various festivals 
(Deut. xvi.), daugbters, equally with the sons, are so emphati- 
cally specified, that it, is impossible lo believe that the religious 
as well as the moral dutjes of the law are not equally incumbent 
on TOoman as well as man. It is useless to transcribe the verses 
which point this out, as they will be found, in their own simple 
force of expression, in the chapters of the Lord's own Word 
quoted above. Were the maidens of Israel to keep aloof from 
all religious observances, to be bound to household duties and 
frivolous employments, become authorized to leave all the con- 
cerns of an immortal soul and of eternity to the care of fathers, 
husbands, or brothers, we should find no mention of such a class 
of beings. Nay, had the Eternal even intended that their fitness 
or unfitness for His service should depend on the judgment of 
man, we should still find only the sons mentioned. But to 
remove this entirely, the attendance of the maidens of Israel at 
every rejoicing, etc., becomes an absolute command from God, 
and its disobedience, neglect, or change, was sin gainst Him- 
self. Such laws as those of Mezuzzot or Tephilim were given 
in an indeterminate manner, requiring the aid of the priest to 
decide who should wear the latter, and how use the former ; 
but the obedience of the daughters of Israel, with their brothers, 
unto every ordinance, is so clearly and simply put, that the 
mind must indeed be perverted who would seek to deprive them 
of such blessed privileges, and insist that religion is too deep a 
thing for woman. 

God bade woman as well aa man love Him with heart, and 
soul, and might ; knowing that to all who did so, the compre- 
hension of His will, His attributes, was comparatively easy, and 
obedience to His every statute a labor of rejoicing and love. To 
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learn and to fee! tliis in youth, woman, equally with man, miist 
bo taught to linow and love the Lord, not left to the mere prac- 
tice of forms ; must be taught, thut to appear at Hia festivals, to 
keep His ordinan<w&| to obey Ills command men ts, are privileges 
of joy, granted to them in the fulnesa of God's love, and mark 
the distinction between His rule and that of every other. They 
would be led to compare tiieir station and their privileges as 
maidens of Israel, with those of the women of Greece and Rome, 
and every contemporary nation, and, in more modern times, 
with the women of many a Gentile land. Civilization, and a 
study and practice of the moral laws of the Bible, are doing 
their work, and pervading the customs and feelings of the Naza- 
rcne world; but their guiding law brenthea not the Eternal's 
especial care for woman, in her every relation of life, more for- 
cibly than ours does. 

That the daughters of Israel must have had the power to 
obtain influence over their fathers, even to persuade them to 
evil, is proved by their being specially named in the law already 
quoted, regarding the punishment of all those, be they brother, 
Bon, DAUOHTER, wife, or friend, who enticed to idolatry. 

Again, we are told in Deut vii. 2, 4, alluding to the cara 
needed to preserve the Israelites a holy people, and prevent all 
communion with the idolatrous nations around : " Tiiou shalt 
make no covenant with them, nor show mercy to them ; neither 
shalt thou make marriages with them; thy BAiroHTER thou 
shalt not give unto hia son, nor his daughter shalt thou take 
unto tlij- son. For they will turn away thy son from following 
ME, that they may serve other Gods, etc. For thou art an holv 
people unto the Lord thy God. The Lord thy God hath chosen 
thee to be a special people unto Himself, above all the people 
that are upon the face of the earth." 

" Son," in the sentence " for they will turn away thy son," 
etc., evidently signifies both son and daughter, as both are spe- 
cifically named in the preceding verse, and the Hebrew word 15, 
though always translated son, is equivalent to the English noun 
child, for which there is no distinct Hebrew term, " Children 
of Israel," is written in Hebrew exactly as if it were translated, 
" sons of Israel" (i^'^^t ""i?), but it evidently and unanswer- 
ably includes both sesos, by the words already quoted: 
"Gather the people together, men, women, and children," and 
ether verses of similai' import. As Israel had been already 
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warned against jiving his daughter in marriage lo a son o( 
Canaan, she is, of course, included in the danger thence ensu- 
ing, although only "son" is mentioned ; the plural meaning of 
that " son" being evident from the pronoun following it being 
they instead of he. "For they will turn aside thy child from 
following ME, that they may serre other goda." 

!Now if nothing depended on women in Israel to uphold and 
make manifest the glory of their God, in obedience to His law 
and in serving Him, what necessity was there for this law ? If 
her soul was of Jess moment than that of man, why should it 
have been so carefully guarded from pollution S This law of 
itself would he sufficient to prove to the daughters of Israel their 
solemn responsibility, not only individually, but nationally ; 
tind we shah £nd still more. 

In Numbers xxvii., we read that the daughters of Zelophehad 
came " before Moses, and all the princes of the congregation," 
and, boldly stating the death of their father without sons, 
inquired, " why should the name of our father be done away 
from among his family because he had no sons? Give us, 
therefore," they continued, " a possession among the brethren 
of our fathers. And Moses brought their cause before the 
Lord. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. The daughters 
of Zelophehad speak right. Thou shalt surely give them a 
possession of an inheritance among their father's brethren, and 
thou shalt cause the inheritance of their father to pass unto 
them. And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying 
If a man die, and have no son, then shall ye cause his inherit- 
ance to pass unto his daughter." 

Now this simple narration very clearly proves that the civil, 
as well as religious privileges were protected and insured. Here 
are five unmarried women, most probably young, and acting on 
no guidance but their own sense of right and justice, as incul- 
cated by the whole law of Moses, unhesitatingly addressing their 
i^reat Lawgiver, in presence of all the heads of Israel, and fear 
lessly stating their case. Their position must have been one of 
perfect freedom, or they could not so have sought Moses, and 
not only been heard, but, because he did not feel himself ade- 
quate to pronounce a decision on a case never before occurring, 
their cause was brought by him before the Lord, and God Him- 
self deigned to reply. They had spoken right, the Eternal s^d ; 
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the inlieritance should be as they said, not only to them, hut 
ever after, as a law in Israel. 

We see here, not only ihe daughters of Israel protectGd and 
established in their birthrights, but the practical illustration of 
the Eternal's gracious promise repeated in Deut. s. 17, 18, "For 
the Lord your God is a God of gods and Lord of lords, a mighty 
and a terrible, who regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward, 
hut does execute the judgment of the faihehlebs and the 
widow." The daughters of Zelopliehad were fatherless ; per- 
chance (for such is human nature), surrounded by those who 
disputed their right, deeming that woman could have no civil 
privileges ; compelled to do violence to their feminine nature, 
and make an appeal; whereupon God, not man, t< ok theit judg- 
ment in His own hands and gave them right. The supposition 
of their having to encounter human opposition, is further con- 
firmed by the event of the thirty-sixth chapter of Numbers. 
The chief fathers of the tribe of Manasseh, to which Zelophehad 
belonged, came before Moses and the heads of Israel, stating 
the inconvenience of female inheritance, as being likely to be lost 
by marriage with some other tribe ; and ia the jubilee, when 
every man returned to the inheritance of Ms others, the portion 
inherited by daughters would be amalgamated with the mherit- 
aace of the tribe whereunto they were received. This difficulty, 
to mere human reasonings, would have seemed so to interfere 
with the statute already given, that man would have been at a 
los h w t vercome it. But that which God has once said, 
H alte h not ; and He bade Moses inform the children of 
I lit the tribeofthe sons of Joseph had said well. This 
th fh ng which the Lord doth command concerning the 
d h rs of Zelophehad, saying. Let them marbt to whom 

HE e BK BEST ; only to the tribe of the family of their father 
h 11 h y niarry. And every daughter that possesseth an in- 
hentance m any tribe of the children of Israel, shall be wife unto 
one of the families of the tribe of her father, that the children of 
Israel may enjoy every man the inheiitance of his fathers." 

Even in this law, so important for the peace and harmony of 
the tribes of Israel, the Eternal disdained not to care also for 
the temporal happiness of His weaker children, by expressly 
stating, that their choice was to be vhom they thirJe lest; 
bounded, indeed, by the tribe of their father, amongst whom as 
they principally associated it was most iiatiival their choica 
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Bhould faH. Ko aiHtrary law interfered witli domestic happl 
ness. Neither consanguinity, fortune, nor any of the modern 
reasons, impelling unions of convenience, of aiiiLition, or of any 
bind but of the heart, interfered with woman's own choice of 
happiness. Heiress in her own right, with none daring l« in- 
terfere with the judgment of God Himselfi she might select 
whom she thought best to share the possessions accorded to 
her. No human judgment, no thought of man, would have so 
cared for woman. The law, indeed, might have been given, but 
those impressive words, " Let them marry whom they think 
best," speak but of the omniscient care and infinite love of God. 

The law of vows we have already enlarged upon in our second 
section, the wives of Israel ; yet, as its ordinance concerns the 
daughters of Israel alv, we must briefly recur to it. The nature 
of those vows, and in what manner they are liable to abuse, we 
have already seen. A daughter might, perhaps, mora easily 
than a wife, devote herself by a singular vow to the service of 
the Lord, but more easily also be led into its abuse. A young 
woman (for it is to such the laws refer — see Numbers sxx. 16), 
while in her father's house, performs her duty to her Gwl, and 
proves her zeal in His service to greatest perfection, while evinc- 
ing her obedience to the fifth commandment, and devoting 
herself as much as possible to the comfort and happiness of her 
parents, and to all the unobtrusive claims of home. This, as 
we have said before, is often neglected during the early enthu- 
siasm of first' religious impressions, and the wish to do some- 
thing great and striking, to evince tke fervor of her professions, 
occupies tlie mind to the exclusion of all else. This, in Israel, 
is efiectually guarded gainst, by rendering the daughter de- 
pendent in some measure on the will of her father, and by so 
doing increasing the veneration, love, and submission, which, 
did she obey the fifth commandment, she could not fail to bear 
hira, at the same time guarded, like t!ie wife in Israel, from all 
capridousness or indecision, and the petty trials thence pro- 
ceeding.' 

That she had the power, even wlien in her youth in her 
father's house, of devoting herself by a vow unto the Lord, 
clearly evinces that even young women had access to the Eter- 
nal, and their prayers and service were graciously accepted by 
Him, without any interference of man. 

This is the spirit of the law coiieerning t;s most nearly now, 
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and wliicli evsry young daughter in Israel slioulil loviaglj 
remember, that young, lowly, weak as she is, and dependent as 
she may he, she has yet the glorious privilege of devoting her^ 
self to the serrice of her God. No longer, indeed, by a singular 
vow, calling upon lier to depart from home duties, and affections, 
for outward service, nor by a binding oath to afSict the soul hy 
departure from her usual food and innocent amusements, hut 
simply by aascciating the love of God and hope of His approval 
with all her thoughts, sad the meek and unpretending effort to 
make manifest .spirituality and holiness in every action, every 
trial, every blessing of her life. Tlus will be less difficult to 
accomplish if she do but study, heartfiilly and prayerfully. His 
precious word, and read there, borne out by the whole beautiful 
world of nature, the blessed record of God's unfailing love ; if 
she will but persevere in trust and prayer, and not despair if 
many many times she turns seemingly unanswered from the 
Fount of living waters, and her earthly nature tempt her Ic put 
her *ho!e trust in " cisterns, broken cisterns that will hoU no 
water." This was Israel's sin, which, more powerfully than any 
other, at length hurled on her the Elernal's long-averted wrath ; 
and, knowing this, we shall sin threefold now if we strain not 
every nerve to resist all such specious coloring of earth, and 
cleave under every difBculty, spite of disappointment, of despond- 
ency, of doubt, unwaveringly to the Lord. 

But let not the young daughter of Israel, rejoicing in her fond 
enthusiasm that she is so specially designated in His law, 
believe that to do His work is easy and all joy, as at 5rst it 
seems. There must come a time, if she truly seek and pray to 
love Him, that He will try that love ; not, it may be, with the 
afflictions publicly acknowledged as such, but with the coldness, 
deadness, utter stagnation of the spirit, as if all of religion, or 
eveainteiaat in religious things, had entirely defarted. This 
is the moat fearful period in the religious experience of the 
young. They doubt every feeling of piety which had been 
theirs before. They mentally ask, why should they be different 
lo their more woridly companions, who are ever happy, ever 
gay ! Why should they voluntarily resign such pleasures for a 
service that, instead of bringing comfort, does but make them 
miserable ) Were they not over presumptuous to have supposed 
[be a moment that God could care for such as they, and would 
it not be wiser and better to join tin? multitude, who, living but 
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for earth and time, never cast a thought on heaven and cterLity 
for to whom can they express faetings so impossible to ba 
believed or understood ! 

Oh! let not such periods of trial turn the daughter of Israel 
from that better path which an earlier age has chosen. Come 
indeed they mml, for God thus tries the extent of His children's 
love. The truly, sincerely, spiritually religious of every creed, 
of every class, have experienced all that they may feel. It is 
thodread " phantom of the threshold," which must be resisted 
by its only all-subduing foe — that faith which can ascend on 
the wings of prayer, and trust in God to give comfoit, hope, 
and joy. It is no proof of superior holiness, of more rapid 
advancement in the one str^gbt path, where these emotions are 
iinknovfn. It is rather an unanswerable evidence that the spirit 
yet sleep, unawakened to its weakness, its dependence. It does 
not yet know the workings of the Lord within ; or that its 
fancied strength may be broken as a reed. Oh ! let not the 
young daughter of Israel, when bowed and sorrowing beneath 
the strange despondency of heart and thought, envy these. 
God hath not departed from her. He doth but try the strecirth 
of her iaith and love. If comfort, if spiritual joy always attended 
on religious service, where would be that necessity for faithful- 
ness and constancy ) Where the trial of love, if ever coupled 
with reward S Where its strength, its durability, if the first 
moment the object of its aspirings appear to forsake, to darken 
His countenance towards them, it takes wing to some more 
rewarding god ? Would we love a mortal thus ? And shall 
we do less for God, whow love we know to be so unending, so 
infinite, so exhaustless, and who never in reality withdraws it, 
though to try us He permits the human infirmities of frame to 
produce the darkness under which we pine? 

Would we. in truth, follow the example of our ancestors, and 
devote ourselves to our God, we must endure this meekly and 
trustingly, as wo would any more tangible evil, or more visible 
pffliction. And even when this is removed, through His loving 
mercy, and again our souls spring up rejoicing, though more 
chastened, let us still " remember the days of darkness, for they 
shall be many." Religion in no way saves us from afflictions, 
but it supports us under them. It pves us what nothing else 
can give, the unvarying comfort of a Father's I'we, and an 
anffliling hope in heaven. 
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As In former ages a young woman could not devote herself 
Dy a singular vow without the approval of her father, although 
with her spiritxial feelings he had no power to interfere, so now 
let every daughter of Israel abstain from every puhlic or pre- 
sumptuous evidence of religious profession which can interfere 
with the prejudices of her parents. The spirit of that beautiful 
religion which was granted to iis, and which will again be ours, 
was " to turn the heart of the fathers to their children, and the 
hearts of the children to their fathers ;" not to sow dissension 
and disunion. Whatever a young woman may feel, however 
grieve at what she may think is wanting in the theoretical or 
practical religion of her parents, it is her duty to pray and wait. 
God will answer in Hb own time, but it is no part of her duty 
elther"to condemn or cease to love. No parent will interfere 
with a child's religion, if; instead of being obtruded upon him, 
it does but guide alike conduct and feeling, impel obedience 
and cheeriulness, and strengthen to endure. The motive of these 
superior characteristics an irreligious and unbelieving parent 
may not, indeed, for long years perceive; but, almost uncon- 
sdoasly, he will learn to respect the prejudices of such a child ; 
and \^ indeed, it may please God to permit such earthly recom- 
pense, she may be the blessed means of leading him to the 
same God, the same immortal goal. 

But thb can never be if she obtrude religion, or in the 
slightest degree evince a supposition of her own superior holi- 
ness. It is indeed one of the hardest trials in life, to see any 
one of those whom we most love perseveringly reject all we 
feel the dearest, most important. But if we bring it before 
God, He will give us strength to continue constant in prayer 
for Uiem, and lessen the evil we deplore. The case of a parent 
refusing to let his child serve God, and mate religion her first 
object, is utterly unknown in Israel ; but should it be, in this 
instance only a child is imperatively called npon to disobey. 
The commands of an earthly parent must be disregarded, if 
they interfere with and compel disobedience to the commands 
of God. LevitJcus xix. 29 authorizes our upholding this. 
Although the case itself, in which there is a daughter guarded 
from an unnatural father, be different in details, yet it is equally 
protective in the present instance ; and a child may be fully 
assured, if the command of her father compel disobedience to 
ner God in any one of His commandments (for all are of equal 
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sanctity to the one alludad to in tlie VQvaa quoted), her painful 
duty must be to disohey. 

But a state of things so fearful can never bo ii. Israel, if a 
daujfhter's religion be practised aa we have liinted above. 

There may be indifference, there may ho the apparent absence 
of all spiritual religiun ; but no man who wishes to be thought 
an Israelite, ever neglects the peculiar fcrms of liia (aith, and his 
daughter, therefore, has no cause for dividing herself from him, 
however more earnest, more spiritual, may be her individual 
views. She may have to bear with the neglect or disregard of 
some ordinances whicli her heart telb her are sacred, but if she 
have the will she has the power to keep hei 7wn way undefiled ; 
and if she be truly and sincerely a daughter of Israel, every 
parental disregard of holy things will bring her to her God yet 
more earnestly in prayer. 

One other point we would urge ere we quit the subject. Let 
not Israel's young daughters fancy, that to devote heart, mind, 
and soul to God, demands the relinquishment of those innocent 

Eleasures and enjoyments for which God himself has framed our 
earts. There are many among the Genljles who believe reli- 
gion wholly ineompaljble with recreation and amusement ; that 
idf social pleasures must be resigned ; only certidn books perus- 
ed and even some accomplishments forbidden, as likely to lead 
to sin. The religion of God is, on t!ie contrary, so consistent 
with man's capabiliti.es and yearnings, that we never can believe 
these things incumbent upon us. The first grand object of our 
lives, in truth, it must be; and that giuned — which, if we incul- 
cate the immortal spirit of religion as well as its more perisliable 
form unto our children, it will he — we need not fear that enjoy- 
ment either of social intercourse or of intellectual resources will 
turff. us from it. God has framed us to give and to receive plea- 
sure. He has stored our hearts with sweet emotions, our minds 
with inexhaustible resources. VYe best make manifest our deep 
and grateful sense of His loving-kindness by its enjoyment, 
" God loveth a cheerful giver," we have somewhere read. And 
in no religion is this sentiment so truly, practically illustrated as 
in ours, coming, as it does, from God Himself. A knowledge of 
ourselves, which, if we are accustomed in youth to examine our 
hearts by the standard of God's word, we shall undoubtedly 
obtain, will warn us of those weaknesses and failings most likely 
to lead lis into temptation; and we shall guard against these, 
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urd eltlier conquer them throiigli His infused grace, or shun 
thera till the strength we implore is granted. There is no need 
to become difierent in seeming from our fellows, and tacitly con- 
demn and chide every innocent amusement and resource by our 
refusal to join in Ihem. The idea that no amusement is inno- 
cent, that nothing we do, think, or feel is free from sin, is nol^- 
blessed be God! — the creed of Israel. He hath appointed our 
religioMS and moral duljes ; He hath laid down our earthly path ; 
Ile^hath taught us how to look to Him, and how by feith^ we 
shall be justified, and through His infinite mercy be received 
with Him. He hath stored our souls and minds with exhaust- 
less capabilities of happiness, even iipon earth. He hath gather- 
ed around us in His beautiful world a thousand objects to call 
forth love, gratitude, and joy ; and Ho who is truth and justice 
would not have done these things, were we so incapable of 
righteousness, as from our birth to be blackened with such sin us 
only blood can wash away. 

Let me not be misunderstood, or accused of contradicting my 
own theory, so (o speak, for my theory is the theory of the Bible. 
Liable to every weakness — more inclined to the evil than the 
good — we are; but such is inherent from the time that our hea- 
venly origin was changed and marred by the dominion of the 
passions, inlirmities, and weakness of earth. And it was for 
such bein^ the law was given, to aid them to subdue natural 
corruption, to give them opportunities to exercise righteousness, 
virtue, and faith ; to awaken the immortal part of our nature ; 
to arouse all those better, higher, and purer feelings, which, how- 
ever dormant, cannot die, for they have been breathed into ua 
by the spirit of the Lord ; and for which, if we neglect and let 
them ever sleep, because we fancy we either possess them not, or 
are too closely bound to arouse them, we shall be called to a 
fearful account Not one single point of the Eternal's precious 
word — the Bible which we acknowledge — authorizes a belief in 
the Gentile creed. 

Tlie particular mention of the superior sanctity of the priests 
daughters, evinces that the holiness of the fathers was shared by 
the daughters. They were to partake of the holy meats, not 
only in their youth ; but if widows, or divorced, without child- 
ren, had the power of returning to their father's house. A fur- 
ther proof of the holiness incumbent on her as the daughter of 
the Eternal's appointed servant, and one who had power by het 
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conduct either to exalt or " profane ter father," we find, in L(nit 
3X). 9, a different and more awful death appointed for her, if sh« 
becaine sinful, than the usual mode of Hebrew executjons. 
These laws, of course, cannot concern us now (though would 
that they could, our priests being, as they ought to be, the firet 
in rank and consequence of our nation), but the spirit oi them, 
as of every other relative to the women of Israel, tends to mark 
tbeir ej^uality, their elevatjon, and their immottiil responsibility, 
80 forcibly as to prevent all possible rejoinder, "Were the pray- 
ers of man sufficient for the welfare of woman — had she no 
individual soul to render account of — there would be less neces- 
sity to notice the wives and the daughters of the pricste than any 
other. The superior sanctity of their husbands and fathers 
would surely he more than sufficient for them. We trust, how- 
ever, we have said enough to convince our young sisters that, as 
Daughters of Israel, they have higher and nobler privileges tiian 
the daughters of any other race ; that their God Hinaself has 
deigned to give laws and ordinances for their especial guidance 
and protection, which cannot be gainsaid without verging on 
impiety. And that, therefore, much, very much, depends on 
them, one and all, to uphold His glory through their own reli- 
gious and moral dignity, and give evidence, alike to their own 
hearts, and to those natjons, by word, thought, and deed, that 
they need nothing more than their own beautiful religion to guide 
them through earth and time, and fit them for eternity and hea 
ven. They can do this, and will they fail ? 



CHAPTER V. 



Odr fifth section alludes to a class which (we say it with 
grief) no longer exists amongst us, and, therefore, can only be 
looked upon as a still further proof of the Eternal's loving cars 
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for His female children. It cannot guide us till once more wa 
have maid-servanta of our own fiuth amongst us. How often, 
how constantly, this subject has engrossed the thoughts and 
wishes of the writer, that by any possible means, the daughters 
of our poorer and dependent brethren could be received as 
domestics in our families, and so enable us to adhere to the 
laws framed for them, caa be known but to the Searcher of all 
hearte ; for when spoken to man, the idea is received but as 
high-flown folly, impossible ta be realized. If so considered by 
tlie mass, there is no help for it, and bo it must remain till it 
please God to put His spirit once niore within us, and enlighten 
tlie darkness which, in some instances, has gathered around us, 
rich and poor. 

That it is only the rich and influential who caa bring about 
reform in our poorer classes we quite acknowledge Their rel'- 
gious education must be carried on oa a difi^ t basis ITi 
spirit and meaning of every form must be i ltd, th y 
can never rise from the ignorance and sup rst t a n wh h 
through long ages of fearful persecution, they a plu g d Th 
mind and heart alike must be enlarged ; th wn d g ty 
their own responsibility inculcated ; the dost t b tw a 
pssential and local laws ; the superior, the un;,hangeable sane 
I ty of the law of God, combined with reverence and love for 
tlae fence which good, and wise, and holy men' have raised 
iround it Weie these things inculcated, there would be many 
eager to accept the ofiers of service ia Jewish families, and find 
their obedience to their God quite compatible with their duty 
to their employers. Of course we allude not to those establish- 
ments in which but one or two servants only are kept. We 
simply mean those classes where there are upper and lower 
domestics™ where one day in the week the former may not ba 
called upon either for servile work, or to break through any of 
the forms which hallow the Sabbath day. There are such 
things, we have heard, us head nurses, who, even though Gen- 
tiles, have nothing to do with the servile work of their nursery 
kingdoms. Ladies' maids, who have nothing to do but needle- 
work, dress hair, and attend to their mistress and young ladies. 
Housekeepers, even housemaids, where'there are upper and 
.ower. All these situations might, were they properly educated 
for it, be filled by the maid-servants in Israel, without interfer 
ing one Uttle with their adherence and obedience to their Fiiith 
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There must, indeed, be a 
and the employed, but n 
be easy. 

Eveiy law instituted T 1 f th safety, happiness, and 
welfare of the man-servant m t d by name the maid-aen-ant 
also. la obedience to th f h m andment, in the proteo- 
fjon of the tenth, in c y f t al and fast, every ordinanca 
binding on Jewish families as well aa individuals, wa find the 
maid-servant expressly named ; thus proving that, though her 
actual rank was subordinate, though her duties were distinct, 
she was as carefully and tenderly provided for aa the daughters 
of a family themselves. Even in the eating of holy things, 
wliich some might suppose a privilege only granted to the heirs 
of households, she was associated. No man could rejoice before 
the Lord by himself; sons, daughters, widows, fatherless, men- 
servants, and MAID-SERVANTS, all were included, and so distinctly 
enumerated, that not one could be omitted without a decided 
breach of law. The twenty-first chapter of Exodus and fifteenth 
chapter of Deuteronomy treat powerfully on the protection and 
kindness demanded towards male and female domestics. The 
simple words, " they shall not go out as men^ervauts do," 
reveal the loving care for their protection, that they should not 
be exposed to all the rougher labor of lie field and out-door 
service incumbent on the males. To sell her to a strange 
nation, which would be the natural desire of the injurer and 
the deceiver, to conceal his sin, no man had power ; for, if he 
did so, she could not regain her freedom at the end of seven 
years, and be restored to her family, aa was the law in IsraeL 
If he betrothed her to his son, she was to become even as a 
daughter; and if, as was the custom of the East, onotl'.er wife 
were taken, her food, her raiment, her duty of marriage, be had 
no power to diminish. If he foiled in either, she was free and 
spotless, alike in the sight of God and man. These beautiful 
laws appear, not only pretty convincing of the equality of 
female servants with their male brethren in the same class, but 
rather a startling manifestation of the falsity of the charge, that 
wives in Israel are degraded and abased. If even a female 
slave, when raised to become the wife of her master's son, was 
to be regarded as a daughter, to retain her every privilege aa 
first-selected wife, however the capricious heart of her husband 
might select another of his own rank, we rather im^ine that 
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every grade of Hebrew wives was equally protected by tha 
Lord, and that no man whatever had power to degrade them. 

All injury committed on a female servant exposed her master 
to punishment of equal severity a* the injury of a male. He 
dared do her no hurt, for if he did, wlietlier through prede- 
termination or momentary passion, she was his slave no longer. 
She had power to appeal from him to the representatives of her 
God, His prisBts, and she knew justice would be done her, for 
to do it was the ordinance of God. And, even without injury, 
the term of servitude was over in the seventh year. The 
extremity of destitution might have compelled a parent to sell, 
or rather to devote, his child to servitude ; or reasons less 
imperative might urge hia doing so, knowing that his children, 
even though they worked, would be better provided for, and 
perhaps more easily enabled tokeepevery ordinance of the Lord, 
ill the family of their master, than struggling on for a scanty 
subsistenge, nominally free. The poor were not to cease out of 
the land, that the people might obey the words of their God, 
in which Ue bade ibem, " Open thine hand wide unto thy poor 
brother, to thy poor and to thy needy in thy land ;" and then, 
as a practical illustration of how the hand is to bo opened wide, 
we are told tha't when our brother a Hebrew man, or a Hebrew 
■woman, has been sold, and served in a family six years, we were 
not only to let hira, or her, go free, which, did we act according 
to the finite judgment of man, there would be many to think 
sufficient ; but they were to be furnished liberally out of the 
floclc and the floor (i.e. bam, meaning corn), and out of the 
wine-press ; of all wherewith the Lord had blessed us we were 
to give unto them. And not satisfied with having already 
mentioned the Hebrew woman, as included with the Hebrew 
man, in these laws, the law again enforces the equal rights of 
both, by repeating, " and also unto thy maid-servant thou shall 
do likewise ;" adding, with that exquisite spirit of love infused 
through every law, " It shall not seem hard unto thee, when 
thou sendest him away free from thee, for he has been worth a 
double hired servant, in serving thee six years, and the Lord thy 
God shall bless thee in all thou doest." Now, had there been 
no other mention of woman, thew beauliful laws would have 
been sufficient to prove her equality with man in the sight of 
the Elemal. The illuslratwn of these laws was given hrfwt 
the precept, in tiie Most High's dealings with Hagar, as we hava 
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already seen ; as a bond-slave, and one not even of His chosen. 
Ho had compassion and love for her ; and that His people 
should endeavor as strongly as lay in their power to follow in 
His own paths. He laid down statutes, the ohedienca to which 
would make every maid-servant as much the object of hei 
master's care, tenderness, and hberality, as Hagar hJid been to 
Him. 

The command relative to the maid- servants' attendance at 
the feast of holy things, on every Sabbath festival, etc., is rather 
convincing of religion being as incumbent on lier as on man ; 
nay, that her master himself was hable to punishment if he 
neglected to assodate her, as well as every other of his house- 
hold, in his religious exercises. 

Some over-refined natures are horrified at the idea of being 
sold to service — of the very term slave (the Hebrew word 139^ 
by the way, signifies servant or domestic also) ; and, taking up 
the position that the law of Moses countenanced similar traffic 
as the slave trade in all its modem horrors, make it the grand 
objection to regarding the religion as the revelation of God. 
Yet no one who really studies the Word of God, can entertain 
an idea so erroneous for a moment. Perpetual slavery — that 
awful sacrifice of all home affections, all human emotions, that 
horrible system which permitted man to regard his brother man 
as a beast of the field, to he bought and sold, live and die at his 
win — was utterly unknown in Israel. The term " selling" a 
son or daughter, simply signified the receiving beforehand the 
price of sisc years' labor, in which six years the slave (so called) 
was equal to his master in everything but actual labor. He 
was to share in every feast, every rejoicing, sit at his master's 
table, listen to the law, accept every covenant of God, be 
clothed, fed, and cared for, and at the term of his release be so 
hherally treated individually, as to enable him, if he pleased, to 
quit seivice, and enter into independent business for himself, or 
remain, from pure affection or voluntary relinquishment of 
freedom, for ever with lib master. This was the actual state of 
slavery in Israel, productive of a three-fold good. It saved 
many a parent from beholding the utter destitution of his 
children ; gave him the means of wcrking for himself by the 
price received for their six years' labor, assured him pf their 
temporal and spiritual welfare and of their being cared for, on their 
release, far better than he could for them, inueh as he loved 
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Ihem ; prevented all those Iiotrible incentives to crime and 
misery produced by the abject destitution of many a Gentila 
land ; united master and servant in the sweet and holy ties of 
brotherhood, alike of religion, tribe, and land ; subject to one 
law, worshipping one God, caring for the helpless and the weak, 
and making every household where the laws of God ■mere 
obeyed one of heavenly harmony and love. In Israel there was 
DO surplus of hands for work ; none of those fearful temptations 
to siu in being thrown out of employ, in the inability to meet 
the heavy taxes and other drains upon the pocr. The law in 
its every item spoke of God, and revealed Him as a God of 
love. He alone could have framed statutes entering into every 
man's household, guiding his conduct from hia parents to his 
very servants; shielding, compassionating, loving every indi- 
vidual in Israel, from the high priest to the lowest slave. 

Having now regarded all the laws instituted expressly for 
woman, in her several positions of mother, wife, widow, daughter, 
maid-servant, we have but to throw together all the rerasuning 
statutes relating to her generally. In every offering, be it of 
trespass, of thanksgiving, or of purification, we find in Leviticus, 
Numbers, and Deuteronomy, woman was so emphatically 
included as to be the subject of laws set apart for herself. The 
ordinances were binding on both man and woman, and care 
expressly taken fo mark the guiding line of obedience for both. 
There was nothing left for inference^ but all which was neces- 
sary was distinctly laid down. In the very particular law for 
lepers, woman W3a named as well aa man. Nothing was left 
to human judgment ; every item concerning its treatment, its 
cJt*, and its purilication, precisely written down. In the laws 
for the Nazarite (Numbers vi.), womau is specified so clearly, 
that it is utteriy impossible to retain a doubt of her service 
being equally acceptable, or that she had not the same power 
as man, to separate herself by a vow unto the Lord. That 
which was to guide man in this devotion, must equally have 
been given to guide her, or we should not see it so expressly 
stated, " when man or woman shall separate themselves to vow 
the vow of a Nazarite," etc A woman who could wish to 
devote herself, appears to us to have been an independent 
single woman, and, therefore, not one of the daughters and wives 
specified in the latter law regarding vows, which, judging from 
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the baaHtiful predsion of the laws of God, would, Lad it alluded 
to the Nazarites, have been so expressed. The singular voW 
mentioned in Le\'iticus xxvii^ including, as every other ordi- 
nance, woman aa well as man, may or may not relate to the 
same kind of vowa as mentioned in Numbers xxx. But whether 
it be or not, the law for the respective valuation of male and 
female service, proves that woman could make a singular vow, 
and either fulfil or redeem it with equal freedom and acceptance as 
•nan. That her service was valued at a less rate, is no proof of her 
inequality, but simply that the service she could render the Temple 
was, from the weakness of her frame, and the mdring nature of 
her sex, of less use and importance than man's. Compare the 
work and capability of a man from the age of twenty to sixty, 
to those of a woman during the same period. There would be 
fuU the worth of " twenty shekels" difference. After the age 
of s xtv o early childhood, the difference of valuation was 
m h i b ause the capabilitiea of both drew nearer each 
oth A\ e see, then, the real meaning of these differing estj- 
nat ons The law of God,,while it elevates and spiritualizes 
woman to n equal share of immortality and responsibility 
befo e H ra n no way permits or encourages her coming unduly 
to ado alting herself above man. Her weaker frame, her 
less mighty mind, her more easily excited emotions, all mark 
the necessity of a more retiring and dependent station. She 
may contend for equal earthly lights, she may deem our asser- 
tion of her inferior capabilities of frame and mind an unfounded 
aspersion cast upon her, she may say she is equally independent, 
equally strong, in reason and power, yet to prove this, we fear 
Bhe will not find quite so easy. Certainly not by the word of 
God, her only sure test of reason and feeling. And how much 
more just and graceful is her voluntary adherence to her own 
allotted path, and her determination to adorn that path with all 
tlie winning qualities, the devotedness, the affections, peculiar to 
her own sex, th&n the vain stru^le to he in all tilings as man ; 
a straggle in which she can but make manifest her weakness, 
and finally he so vanquished, that even her natural claims are 
denied her, or conceded as a favor, not as a right. 

The equality which we contend for (and which we uphold is 
Eo clearly demonstrated, in. not only our holy law itsel£ but in 
the mention of every female of the Bible), is cot, in our capa- 
bility, our station, humanly considered, but simply aa immortal 



.tec bv Google 



PERIOD II. MI8CBLL ANEOua L A W 8 . 197 

children of the Most High ; having equal access to His gracious 
car, equal power to win his condescending reply, equal respon- 
sibiiity in the performance of our every duty, in the just eser- 
ciso of our several faculties ; which faculties, so peculiarly adapted 
by oar merciful Father to our wants, happiness, and duties, are 
of equal valuation in His sight as those of man. This is woman's 
equality, proved by tlie very law which, by Bome misguided 
spirits, may be twisted into her abasement. What would be 
the need of marking her human valuation, if she had not the 
power of devoting herself by a singular vow unto the Lord, in 
any period of her life, from a month old to above sixty 3 Or, 
if she have no access to God, save through man, what could b« 
the use of her vow ? Were she to be degraded morally and 
mentally, where would be even her inclination for this spiritual 
service 1 Surely there need not have been any reference to her 
in this law, if tbe women of Israel were to be considered slaves 
and heathens. 

By this twenty' seventh chapter of Leviticus, we see too that 
female infants might be devoted by their parents to the Lord, 
another beautiful and imanswerable manifestation of their per- 
fect equality with their brothers from their very birth, and must 
entirely do away wiih the idea tliat has been so idly hrough'. 
forward, that the festival attending the naming of male childJeu 
in Israel, compared with the quiet reception of the female, at 
once proves in what an inferior light the latter is regarded. 
The festivity which halls the entrance of the new-born son of 
Israel into the holy covenant of his fathers, is an immemorial 
national usage, descending to us from "the time that Abraham 
made a great feast, the day that Isaac was weaned," and has 
nothing whatever to do with the claims of one sex over the other. 
To ray own heart, the different reception of male and female 
children is an exquisite illustration and type of their respective 
paths. The world and man must be tbe theatre and the fellow- 
actor of the loy ; he must go forth armed with a reli^ous heart 
and unbending spirit to meet the temptations of pleasure, ambi- 
tion, and a host of other passions and emotions, which must 
assail his more public path. But, lt> the ffirl, home is her 
theatre, ber God her only stay. Why should festivity and idle 
revelry hail the birth of one, in whose own heart must be het 
uorest pleasures, distinct from every pleasure (so called) of the 
(Forld ; whose paJh must be one of quiet and unostentatious 
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retirement and usefulness ? Her name is given in the house <A 
God, and hy one of His elected serviinta. Taken to the most 
holy place, which, in our captive and desolate state, His house 
presents, hy that ceremony to bo received into the congregation 
of His people, does the female babe need more ? Cannot the 
Hehrew mother thus realize the devoting her child to the faith 
and service of her God, more powerfully, more solemnly, than 
in even the festive circle which gathers round to hail tie naming 
of her boy 1 We think, were these several rites more seriously 
considered, the idle charge we have quoted above, merely to 
disprove it, would find little resting in the heart of our fellows. 

The express prohibitioQ relating to woman's adopting, on any 
pretence whatever, the garments of the male, is another beauti- 
ful ordinance marking her natural sphere, and proving that any 
departure from it was not acceptable to the Lord. It was not 
only the act itself which ia so forcibly brought forward, that 
Deut. xxii, 5 tells us, " AU that do so are abo7ninalion unto the 
Lord thy God," but tlie thoughts and feelings included in such 
an act, the temptation to depart from the retirement, the 
modesty, the purity of that home station which woman should 
BO quietly fulfil. Were she not an equally responsible moral 
and religious agent as man, why need this law have been 
given ! 

Again, we find that icomen who have wrought wickedness, 
■wtmiea who have a familiar spirit (that is, sought to deceive by 
pretended spells and enchantments), women who have enticed 
to idolatry — all these, as well as similar sinners amidst the 
males, were to be stoned to death on the evidence of two wit- 
nesses. Now the very power to work such wickedness, supposes 
a perfect freedom of thought and will, wholly distinct from the 
power of man. Were woman so entirely the slave of man that 
her very prayers must be guided by his, and could only be 
acceptable through him, ther^ could be no justice in condemning 
her as a free agent; her sins must be the sins of her father or 
husband, not her own, if her merit were only acceptable through 
his. She could not possibly be bound to obey the law, or 
punish d f 'ts db btd" n 'f 't were only given to, and incum- 
bent on man If hew e be n ade a slave and heathen, how 
does it happ n that, wh h re can he a doubt as to both 

sexes he g n lud d h eligious observances, or pro 

hibiting f is h h i\ abominatioi' unto the Lord, 
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y mentioned in conjunction with man ? The 
very wrath threatened in case of her trangression proves her 
equality quite as powerfully as the rewards promised to obedi- 
ence, and the laws instituted for her adherence. 

Three times a year it was » positive enjoinrnent for every male 
to appear before the Lord in the place nppoinlcd for Ilia temple. 
Tiiat woman was not included by name, was, instead of being a 
proof of her lesser importance and responsibility, a beautiful 
manifestation of that divine tenderness and justice, which, in 
their perfection and prescience, God only could display. A 
nameless variety of causes might intervene to prevent woman's 
leaving her home in the distant provinces of Judea to accom- 
pany her father and husband to Jerusalem. Many a man might 
be enabled to obey the law himself, who would have been pre- 
vented doing so, had he been under a positive command to 
bring with him wife and children. 

Locomotion is man's native element, and he can more often 
indulge in it without interfering with home duties than woman. 
It was right and just, that he who so freqnentiy travelled for 
pleasure should do so three times a yearia obedience to the will 
of God, But many causes, in her own physical inability or 
maternal anxiety in the illness of some member of her family, 
might occur to prevent woman, and therefore the law was not 
made hinding npon her, as it was on man. 

That this distinct mention of " all thy males" in no way 
degraded her, however, is clearly proved by the simple fact of 
her being required, when it was possible, and in all her positions 
in life, to rejoice before the Lord in his appointed festivals, to 
listen to the reading of His law at the Feast of Tabernacles, to 
attend to the offenngs instituted expressly for her, to abstain 
from ail wickedness and idolatry, and to come unto the Lord in 
every event, thought, act, deairo, public or private, of her life, 
" Ye stand this day all of you before tlie Lord your God," Moses 
exclaims, in the twenty-ninth chapter of Deuteronomy ; '_' your 
faptains of your tribes, your elders, and your officers, with all 
the men of Israel, your little ones, your wives, and the stranger 
that is in thy camp, from the hewer of wood to the drawer of 
water, that thou shouldst enter into covenant with the Lord thy 
God, and into His oath, that He may establish Uiee to-day for 
a people unto Himself^ and that He may be unto thee a God, 
as He hath sMd unto thee, and as he hath sworn unto thy 



.tec bv Google 



200 THE WOMEN OF IHRABL. 

fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. Neitber witb yoli 
only do I make this covenant and this oath, but (vitk him tha', 
Btandetb here with us tliis day before tlie Lord our God, and 
aho with him who is not here with, ua tbis day, lest there should 
be among you any man, woman, family, or tribe, whose Leaft 
turneth away this day to go aud serve the gods of these 
nations." 

In these fcw verses, and yet more powerfully in the whole 
chapter, to which we entreat our readers to turn, wo have all 
which, as women of Israel, we need to seal the scriptnral truth 
and basis of the posiljon which we have adopted and set forth. 
Every class, grade, and condition of women, as of men, must 
have been present when Moses spoke these emphatic words — all 
included in the terms, " little ones and wives." And they 
heard, that Moses addressed not only ikem, but their descetidaals, 
lest any man, woman, family, or tribe, should, by their idol- 
atry, or other transgression, hurl down on the whole nation the 
awful curses which he proceeds to enumerate. Would he, need 
ho, have been thus particular, were the women of Israel destined 
to be but slaves to man, nonentities before God ? Alas 1 what- 
ever the falsely accusing Gentile, or mistaken Hebrew, may 
assert, we have but fearful evidence in the monarch of Israel of 
the influence of woman, manifesting too terribly the prophet's 
prescience in including her, as leading herself and man to sin, 
and so hastening the great and terrible, wrath of the Lord. 

We have now drawn to the conclusion of our Second Period, 
the women of Israel's most momentous era ; the delivery and 
establishment of that law, which, in the very midst of revolu- 
tions, changes, new creeds, and their awful persecutions, — in the 
very midst of denial, abuse, and heavy darkness, — yet remains 
the hope, the guide, the protection, the defence, the elevaUon of 
woman, whatever her station, whatever her country, aye, and 
whatever her creed may be; — more especially the blessed 
inheritance of the females of that people on whom our God Him- 
self bestowed it, and one, therefore, which should be their glory, 
their privilege, their delight, to render so esialted, by their indi- 
vidiid and national conduct, in the sight of a Gentile world, 
that none dare fling odium on the female Jewish name, or seek 
to heathenize and degrade them. 

We have sought to bring together every law relative to wo- 
man ; but the subject is so momentous, the field so wide, wa 
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can soarM hope we have accomplished it as fully as we could 
wiEh. We can only hope and pray, thata perusal of these pages 
may lead our sisters in Israel (o seek their fojiitdation yet more 
earnestly than the frail superstTUcture, and find for themselves, 
in their Bibles, all that we may have omitted, or failed to treat 
as largely as we might. The more our beautiful law is studied, 
the more must we fee!, that, as women, we are espedsUy 
objects of the Eternal's loving protection and care ; that wo are 
privileged m e\ery feeling as well as every act to come to Him, 
alike in thanksffiving and prayer ; that we have no need what- 
ever, in obtainme our eternal welfare, for the aid and interfer- 
ence of man The more we study, the more we must feelthat 
we have, as Momcn of Israel, a station to uphold alike before 
God and man ; that as the first, the only people to whom God 
Himself deigned to provide a law, we sbould be the very first in 
holiness, purity, spirituality, and divine love, amid the nations. 
We may be captives, we may bo awhile under the Eternal's 
wrath, but that truth in no way lessens our responsibility, or 
diminishes the necessity for our firmly upholding our heavenly 
heritage and guiding law. We may be captives, but, and oh 1 
let the blessed truth be remembered and clas[)ed to our hearts, 
W9 are kot cast ovy. Our chastisement is not the sign of 
divine wrath alone, but of that deef love which punisheth to 
save, to amend, to bring hack to the blessed paths which we 
have deserted, not to annihilate, as in the case of so many other 
nations. Our very existence through so many centuries of dark- 
ness would alone prove this, even had we not the whole word of 
God to assert that so it would be. Every prophet abounds in 
the divine entreaty, so fraught with forbearing love, " O Israel, 
return unto the Lord thy God ; why hast thou fallen by thine 
iniquity 1" And shall we, as women, reject these gracious prof- 
fers 3 Oh, let us indeed ever come unto the Lord ovir God, 
and make manifest to Uie Gentiles, to ourselves, how deeply, 
how earnestly we feel, that alike our protection, innocence, 
honor, purity, elevation, all that caa make life dear and holy, 
all that is provided to lighten our temporal toil, with eternal 
hope to strengthen our weakness, to guide our daily path, and 
bless our daily work, is of the Lord, not man. That every pure 
throb of love, every sweet tie of life, every aspiring prayer and 
grateful thanksgiving, comes from and is hallowed by Him, who, 
in His deep love, entered into the heart and home of woman, 
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and so fenced them round with just and beautiful laws, that it 
was impossible to^ perform a single duty, social or domestic, 
parental, filial, conjugal, or fraternal, without beingholy unto the 
Lord ! Can we thmk en this important and most blessed truth 
without hflmg up our yearning hearts in the fervent prayer for 
that guidance, that blessing, which will enable us to remember 
our solemn responsibility, our heavenly heritage ; and in the 
midat of captivity, and ils varied ordeals of adversity, stagnation 
and prosperity, that we may still join heart to heart and hand 
to hand in the persevering effort to make manifest to our God 
that we would indeed be once more His own, and lo the 



nations, that, cast off for a " little moment" aa we are, we 
STILL, and SHALL ever be, the chosen people of the Lord 
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Havino now considered the law of God under all its various 
bearings relative to woman, it only remans to prove, from the 
female characters of Scripture, in what manner that law was 
obeyed ; and whether it be possible to discover any trace of 
statutes, which, in direct contradistinction to the changeless law 
of the Eternal, tend to degrade, instead of to elevate, the feraaio 
character ; or whether we cannot bring forward some sufBciently 
convjndng arguments in favor of our deeply studied theory, 
that the law of tbe Eternal is explained, by its practical illustra- 
tion, through the whole history of the Bible. 

To tbe oralisf, or Don-oralist, this consideration ought to be 
of equal weight. Keeping aloof entirely from tbe discussion 
which has of late too painfully agitated the whole Jewish 
nation, we would yet present ia both parties the simple fact, 
that the supposeil degradation of the women of Israel can have 
no existence whatever in the Oral Law, or we must find some 
trace of this abasement in this and tbe succeeding periods of our 
history. If both were given at the same time, the women of 
Israel whom we are about to bring forward, must have lived 
under the jurisdiction of both ; and as tbeir lives, feelings, and 
actions, are all in exact accordance with the spirit and tbe form 
of the written law, it is ciearly evident, that the modern 
accusation agdost us can have no foundation whatever in the 
Oral Law, or we must have discovered it in the female 
characters of Scripture. IJor will the groundless assertion of 
our individual inferiority and social abasement find confirmation 
in tbe writings of our ancient fathers, whose beautiful parables 
and tales all ti-M to illustrate alike the spirit of our law, and 
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the axiom of our wise man, " ^^^lo can find a virtuous woman, 
for her price is far above rubies V 

Wo will proceed, then, without further introduction, to out 
history, convinced that were tlie word of tlie Eternal more 
deeply studied, the love and peace it breathes must infuse 
themselvea uneonsciously in every human heart, and strife and 
discord melt away before the inspired transcript of the love and 
mercy of our God. 

The character of Miriam is one of the most perfect delinea- 
tions of woman in her mixed nature of good and evil which tho 
Bible gives. Her first introduction we Eave already noticed— a 
young ^rl, watching, at the command of her mother, the fate 
of the ark which held her baby brother, and boldly addressing 
tho princess of Egypt inthe child's behalf. 

Her nest mention is her sharing the holy triump Ii of that 
brother, and responding, with apparently her whole heart, to 
the song of praise bursting forth from the assembled Israelites 
on the shores of the Red Sea. " And Miriam the prophetess, 
the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand, and all the 
women went out after her, with timbrels, and with dances. 
And Miriam answered them. Sing, sing ye to the Lord, for he 
hath triumphed gloriously, the horse and his lider hath he 
thrown into the sea." 

The Hebrew word, Msash^ bere used, and translated prophet- 
ess, means also, a poetess, and the wife of a prophet, and is 
applied sometimes to a singer of hymns. In tliis latter mean- 
ing, and perhaps also, as a poetess, it must be applied to 
Miriam, as she was neither the wife of a prophet, nor, as in tho 
ease of Deborah, and afterwards Huldah, endowed by the 
Eternal with tiie power of prophecy itself. She appears to 
have been one of those gifted beings, from whom the words of 
Bacred song flow spontaneously. The miracles performed in 
their very sight were sufficient to excite enthusiasm in a 
woman's heart, and awaken the burst of thanksgirin" ; and 
Miriam might have fancied herself at that moment as'zoaloua 
and earnest in the cause of God as she appeared to be. But 
for true piety, something more is wanted than the mere 
enthusiasm of the moment, or the high-sounding religion of 
flowing verse. By Miriam not being permitted to enter tht, 
promised land, it is evident that she "had not followed th" 
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Lord fully," but had probably joined in tbe rebellions and 
murmurings which cbaracterlzed almost the whole body of the 
Israelites during their waQcieringa ia the wilderness. The very 
npst mention of her after her song of prdse, is hec presuraptu- 
oiis attack upon Moses, and daring insult to the power of the 
Lord, contained in the twelfth chapter of Nunibers. Some 
chronologista believe this incident occurred only one year after 
the passage of the Ked Sea, a period not sufficiently long for 
circumstances to have changed the character of Miriam so com- 
pletely, had not jealousy and presumption been secretly inmates 
of her heart before; unknown, perhaps, even to herself, for how 
few of ns know our " secret sins," until they are roused into 
action by some unlooked-for temptation in an unguarded 
moment, and we are startled at ourselves. 

Tbe feelings of Miriam, recorded in this chapter, are hr 
perfectly accordant with woman's nature, that surely no 
woman of Israel will turn from it^ believing^ the length of time 
which has elapsed removes all the warning which it should 
inculcate. One of the most prominent of female failings is 
secret jealonsy, quite distinct, however, from the fearful passion 
Eo called. We allude simply to that species of secret and unoin- 
fessed jealousy, which is the real origin of detraetion, so often, 
unhappily, practised by woman upon woman. We are not now 
writing of any class, or creed, or people in particular, but of 
women ia general. There never yet was gossip, without some 
R])ecies of detraction spoken or implied ; ' and never yet has 
detraction been probed candidly and fairly (disregarding the 
pain of so doing) to its root, withoa' being traced to either 
jealousy or envy of some quality, or possession, of the more 
favored being so unkindly judged. 

Women, and single women more especially, are more liable 
to petty fiulings than men, simply because they have less to 
engross their minds, and less of consequence to employ their 
hands. Unless taaght from earliest years to find and take 
pleasure in resources within, they must look vnlhout, and busy 
themselves with the diaracters, and conduct, and concerns of 
tlieir neighbors. Now acknowledged merit to such characters 
gives very little food for cosy chat; it wants esprit, and so they 
are never content, till something doubtful or suspicious ia 
discovered, or supposed to be, and then tlie lovers of gossip 
may be found in lull conclave, marvelling, and wondering, ana 
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turning, and twisting, and blaming, and pitying, till tlie very 
object of such animadversion might find it difficult to trace of 
whom they sp«ak, and linow infinitely less of her own concerns, 
intentions, and feelings, than her reporters. 

As Miriam acted, so would most women, unenlightened by 
that pure spirit of religious love, which alone can conquer the 
natural inchnation towards detraction, and subdue secret jealousy, 
by making us aware of its existence. " And Miriam and Aaron 
apake against Moses, because of the Ethiopian, woman vihom he 
had married." The very thing to arouse jealousy and disturb- 
ance in an unenlightened woman's mind. 

Miriam had never been thrown in contact with her sister-in- 
law till within the last few months : Moses having sent his wife 
for safety, with Lis two sons, to her father Jethro, during the 
troubles in Egypt and their subsequent redemption. From the 
silence with regard lo Zipporah, we are led to infer that she was 
a woman of meek and retiring habits, but of course, as the wife 
of their great leader Moses, held in higher repute by the people 
than his sister. And this, trifling as it seems, is now, as it 
always has been, a trial to some of our sex. Few single women 
there are who can look upon the elevation of a brother's wife 
without some secret feelings of pain, which will be subdued and 
changed into warmest affection, or gain ascendency and violence, 
finding vent in petty malice or half-concealed detraction, accord- 
ing as religion, and candor, and self-knowledge are, or are not, 
predominant in the sister's character. Perhaps it is hard, in 
some cases, to see one younger and fsdrev, and only known but 
a few years or months, as the case may be, nsnrp entire posses- 
sion of a beloved brother's.heart ; wherein we, who have been 
his hand-in-hand companions from earliest infancy, must now be 
content with but a very secondary place ; but such is one of the 
many trials peculiarly woman's, — permitted, that from her very 
lonelipesa below, she may look above for that fulness of love and 
tenderness for which she yearns. And thrice happy is that 
woman who, conscious of this, can yet bo content with, and 
value as before, the love her brother has stil! to spare for her ; 
who will so subdue natural feeling as to find in very truth a 
friend and sister in a brother's wife, andsubjects of deepest inter- 
est in her children. 

inriam, as we may infer from her punishmenf, was not one 
of these. That an Ethiopian should be raised above hei-self, who 
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was a daughter of Israel, was, to one of her evidently proud 
spirit, unendurable. Unable, however, to discover aught in 
Zipporah herself for a pnblicly-avowed scorn, she songht to lessen 
the holiness and greatness of her brother, by daring to declare 
that the Lord had spofeen through her and Aaron also. That 
this jealousy arose because of the " Ethiopiaa woman whom ho 
had married," Holy Writ itself informs us; and from Miriam's 
name being mentioned before that of Aaron, and yet more, from 
the wrath of the Lord being manifested towards her alone, it is 
evideijt that hers was the greater sin. Her individual assump- 
tion ot prophetic power, she knew, would avail her nothing , but, 
uniting Aaron in the declaration, she sought to make it appear 
that God bad breathed His spirit into every member of Amram's 
family. She had too much policy to endeavor to deprive Moses 
oi all his granted and allowed privileges. Her only wish was, 
to decrease the value and spirituality of those privileges to him 
individually, and elevate herself and Aaron on his descent; 
emboldened so to do by the excessive meekness and forbearance 
of Moses, which she knew would shield her from all kuTnan 
reproof. She might, perhaps, have so dwelt upon her own 
imaginary importance, as really to believe what she averted, 
and so feel more and more galled at the little account in which she 
was he!d. 

It is quite possible for woman so to feel and so to act, and foi 
all to proceed from the petty feelings of jealousy and malice, 
first excited by the higher grade and more considered position 
of a brother's wife. " Hath the Lord indeed spoken only bj 
Moses ? hath he not spoken also by us ?' were the words thej 
eaid ; brief, and perchance of little weight considered by them- 
selves, but in a people ever ready to revolt and murmur, more 
than likely to kindle se^lition and disturbance. " And the Lord 
heard it, and the Lord spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto 
Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto the taber- 
nacle of the congregation : and they three came out, ani the 
Lord came down in the pillar of the clond, and stood in the dooi 
of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam ; and they both 
came forth." 

Where now could have been the presumptuous selt-import- 
ance of Miriam, called thus by Him at whose word might be 
annihilation ? With what fearful terror must she have heard 
ihst summons, and listened to the rpnroving words of the Eter- 
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nal : — exalting Moses above even His inspired prophets; for to 
tiem He declared He would make Himself known in a viEion, 
and speak iinto them in a dream, " bnt my servant Moses ia not 
BO, who is faithful in all mine house. With Lim will I speak 
mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in. dark speeches; 
and the similitude of the !u)rd shall he behold : wherefore then 
were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses ? And the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against them ; and He departed. 
And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle ; and, behold, 
Miriam was leprous, as snow t and Aaron looked upon Miriam, 
and, behold, she was leprous." 

It is from this awful chastisement, inflicted by the Lord Him- 
self, that we must judge of the heinousiiess of her sin ; that 
presumption and arrogant^ are no small crimes in His sight, 
and that God Himself was insulted in the insult offered to His 
chosen servant. " My servant Moses," He ever designates him ; 
implying the severest reproof in those simple wAda. Even were 
they endowed with prophetic power, He tells them they would 
be less than Moses ; for to Moses alone would He deign to speak 
mouth to mouti. Had Miriam's sin been but the impulse of 
the moment, the reproof would have been sufficient, as we see 
in other cases in Scripture ; but, effectually to root out the sin- 
ful presumption which probably had lain dormant for months, 
the Eternal, in His perfect justice, inflicted such chastisement as 
would causa her to be shunned and loathed by the very people 
whom she had sought to impress with her individual importance. 
Human reproof, indeed, she had not ; for Moses, " meek above 
all the men which.were on the face of the earth," had not even 
answered the detracting words, conscious that his power was not 
his own, and that He who gave it, would, if needed, appear in 
his defence. Had Miriam's heart been perfect towards God, 
neither her sin nor her punishment would have taken place. Pride 
and presumption cannot exist with true piety ; and we are thei'e- 
fore justified in supposing, that the awful infliction was not only 
a chastisement for present sin, but to awaken her to all the 
neglectful ness and presumption dividing her from tlie Lord in 
years long past. She was now not only to feel His stupendous 
power, but the true foi^iving meekness and piety of tlie brother 
she had scorned and spoken agiunst, only "because of his Ethio- 
pian wife." 

Stunned and appalled with (lie suddenness of the infliction, 
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and dumb perhaps from awakening shame, Miiiara herself stood 
Eileiit before Moses : and Aaron therefore appealed for her. 

" Alas, my Lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us, 
wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we Lave sinned 
Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consum- 
ed as in the moment of hia birth." And Moses, without pause, 
without one word of reproof^ or just indignation at being thus 
appealed to by the verj' persons who bad aonght to injure him, 
lifted up hb voice in earnest prayer unto tlie Lord, saying, 
" Heal her now, God, I beaeecli thee." And God heard the 
prayer, and in His infinite goodness so answered it, as to temper 
justice with mercy, promising fo withdraw Ills band after seven, 
days, during which time, in obedience to tlie already instituted 
'aws for lepers, she was to be shut out from the camp. " And 
the people journeyed not till she was healed." 

As there is no further mention of Miriam, except her death, 
in Numbera xs., we may infer that her chastisement had its effect, 
and that her haughty and seditious spirit was sufficiently subdued. 
We learn, from her brief history, much to guide us as women in 
general, and much to support our position as women of Israel. 
In the former, we see in what light presumption is regarded by 
the Lord — that would we retain His favor, me must be content 
with our own position, and in no way interfere, or seek to depre- 
ciate those whom, even in our own families, it may have pleased 
llim to set above us ; that even from so small a beginning as 
jealousy of a brother's wife, simply because she was the daughter 
of a slranger, sin gained such powerful ascendency, as to demand 
the most awiul punishment for ite subjection. We learn, that 
acxirding to the nature of our transgression, so will be its chas- 
tisemeot. Miriam sought to raise herself not only above her 
brothe;'s wife, but to an equality with that brother himself; and, 
Ity the hiHietion of aloathsome disease, she sank at once below 
the lowest of her people. No one dared approach her ; she was 
cut off even from employment, from every former object of inter- 
est, banished from the camp ; and she would have thus remained 
till her death, had not Mosea interfered to beseech and obtam 
forgiveness. 

The direct interposition of the Lord in punialiing bm, and 
rewarding virtue, is no longer visible ; but few who -.tuiiy Hw 
word, their own hearts, and the face of the world, both past and 
present, will not acknowledge that lie is still tlie aamo, retri- 
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butiiig and rewarding as when His ways were made manifest to 
all. By the example of Scripture characters, He reveals to m 
now that which is still acceptable or unacceptable to Him. Pre- 
sumption, jealousy, the scorn of individual blessings, in the 
coveting others, may no longer be punished by leprosy, but " the 
Lord's arm is not shortened," and He may afflict us in a variety 
of ways, and through the very feelings which we so sinfully 
encourage. Let us beware, then, of detraction, of jealousy, of 

E resumption, ; for our Father in Heaven abhors these things, 
ct us look only for the blessings granted us individually, in our 
inward and outward lot, and comparing them with the sorrow- 
ing and afflicted, bless God for what He has given us ; not insult 
Him, by looking with aa eye of envy only on these to whom His 
wisdom has given more. There is not a thought, not a febling, 
unknown to Him ; and oh 1 let us so guard our hearts, that we 
may be awave of the first whispering of sin, and banish it, even 
if it be ia seeming but a thought. 

As women of Israel, the history of Miriam is fraught witli 
particular interest, from its so undeniably proving that woman 
must be quito as responsible a being as man before the Lord, or 
He certainly would not have deigned to appear Himself as her 
judge. Were woman unable of herself to eschew sin, Miriam's 
punishment would have been undonbtedly unjust. Nay, were 
she not responsible for feelings, aa well as acts, God would not 
thus have stretched forth His avenging hand. Herfeelingshad 
only been formed into words, not yet into actions ; still the Lord 
punished. And would He have done so, did he not wish to 
make manifest, in the sight of the whole people, that both sexes 
were aUke before Him? Were woman in a degraded position, 
Miriam, in lie first place, would not have had sufEcient power 
for her seditious words to be of any consequence ; and, in the 
next, it would have been incumbent on man to chastise — there 
needed no interference of the Lord. We see, therefore, the very 
sinfulness of Jewish women, as recorded in the Bible, is ii,nde- 
niable evidence of their equality, alike in their power to subdui 
ein, and in ils responsibility before God. 

That the Eternal graciously pardoned at the word of Moses, is 
no proof that Miriam needed the auppUcation of man to bring Ler 
cause before the Lord, but simply that foigivenesa and interces- 
sion froia the injured for the injurer, are peculiarly acceptable to 
Him, and will ever bring reply. Miriam Ii.id equal power to 
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pray and be hetai, aa Rebekah, Hannah, and other female cha- 
racters of Scripture ; but her punishment was no doubt to ba 
increased by the painful feelings which, if she were not quite 
hardened, must have been escited by the appeal of Moses in her 
tiivor, and in receiving the remission of her sentence through 
nim. It at once proclaimed hia power with the Lord, which she 
had sought to depredate, and his stjll continued affection for 
herself. That the whole camp of Israel should halt in its march 
seven days for her alone, — that she should suffer less than were she 
shut out from her fellows in the act of travelling, argues pretty 
strongly, that her being a woman in no degree lessened her impor- 
tance, or rendered the men of Israel less careful for her comfort. 
They could not have done more, had the chastised been Aaron 
in her stead. 



CIIAriER H. 



In a history of the women of Israel, we must not forget those 
who are mentioned as ^ding the holy work of the tabernacle. 
Proclamation was made throughout the camp, that every man 
and woman who had a wiling heart should bring an offering 
unto the Lord, either of gold, silver, or brass, blue, purple, and 
scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' hair, and oil, and spices, and 
sweet incense, and onyx stones, and stones of all kinds ; and 
tliat every one who was wise-kearted among them should come 
and make al! that the Lord had commanded, which Moses pro- 
ceeds to enumerate (see Esod, xxitv. and xxxvi.). The congre- 
gation then departed to their several tents, but speedily came 
every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom his 
spirit mademlling. "And they came, both men and wombs, 
as many who were willing-hearted, and brought bracelets, and 
earrings, and rings, and Ublets of gold," &c "And all th£ wonun 
who were inhe-hearled did spin with their hands, and brought 
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tbat which they had spun, hoth of blue, and of pwrple, and of 
(cariet, and of iine hneu. And atl the women -wlime heart stirred 
them, up m wisdom, spun goats' hair. The cliildren of Israel 
brought a wiUing offering unto the Lord, every man and woman, 
Tvhosa heart made them willing," In such quantities were these 
free offerings, that another proclamation was soon made ; for 
" they spake unto Mor.es, saying. The people bring much more 
than enouffh. for the service of the work, which the Lord com- 
manded to make. And Moses gave commandment, and they 
caused it to be proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, Let 
neither man nor woman make any more work for the offering of 
the fianctuaty. And the people were restrained from bringing," 
We have quoted all these verses, at the risk of being thought 
tedious, on account of the very important truths they contain. 
In the first place, we see that, notwithstanding the innumerable 
rebellions, seditions, and murmurings of the Israelites, there was 
still a vast multitude, whose hearts so stirred them up for the 
service of the Lord, as to bring more valuable offerings tlian 
could be used. In the text, by the constant allusion to the 
williny hearted, and to those wiiose spirits made them willing, 
we read, that only those gifts were acceptable which were offered 
from the heart. No mei-o formal profession could here avail. 
The spirit within was to be the prompter, not the outward 
appearance. In the third, the frequent mention of the wise- 
hearted, or those whose hearts stirred them up in wisdom, we 
learn, from the context, specified more especially those whom 
God Himself had gifted for the work ; and that all those arts of 
engraving, of embroidery, of weaving, of cunning work, of spin- 
ning, nay, every kind of male and female work, came originally 
as much from His inspiration, as every other higher branch 
nsnallj denominated "natural gifts," "talents," or "genius." 
Spinning, weaving, engiaving, and embroidery, are now so com- 
mon, that we havo quite forgotten from whose inspiration they 
originally came; and were we told that these very resources of 
the mind and fingers should be amongst the innumerable daily 
blessings for which we should thank God, we might be accused of 
enthusiasm and religious romance ; yet who can read this chap 
ter of Exodus, without feeling the truth of our position, and 
bidding the heart glow with thanksgiving for the innocent and 
happy resources of daily Lfe ? 

In the fourth place, by both proclamations being 
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iroMAs as we!! as man, we have anotlier unanswerable proof of 
their equality, not only in tlie power and freedom to brin^ offer- 
ir.gs, l>ut in their being equally gifted by the Eternal for the 
work. We peruse with admiralion the self-devotion of the 
women of Carthage, when bringing together all their gold and 
silver oraaments to form arms for t&e defence of their dty, even 
cutting off their hair to make strings for bows and other wea- 
pons; and our admiration ia just: but how inucli more strongly 
should it be excited toward* the women of Israel of old, who, 
from pure love of God, and zeal in His holy service, brought all 
their ornaments, bracelets, earrings, tablets, nnga, jewels of gold 
and silver, every article of value which they could collect, and 
set themselves, heart and hand, to spin, weave, embroider, and 
use all their talents in His service by whom they had been 
bestowed. The women of Carthage were roused by a sense of 
rapidly approaching danger, by the excitement of war, by that 
pure love of home and land wliich God has implanted in every 
breast. The women of Israel were under no excitement; nay, 
they were wandering in a wilderness fraught with much to 
exhaust and weary mere human nature, however the immortal 
spirit might be sustained by the presence and revelation of the 
Lord. Their goal was in perspective. The voice of murmuring, 
of disbelief, was constantly sounding around them. " Wherefore 
is it, that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and 
our children !" were words, not once nor twice, but countless 
limes repeated, with every new trial of their faith. _ And what 
U so infectious in a " mixed multitude" as unbelief— ay, even ia 
the very face of miracles performed in their behalf J Yet, at the 
first call, thjre were still very many wise and willing-hearted to 
come fo.ward. The women of Carth^o were actuated by the 
mere feelings of humanity, by palpable danger, by the clearly 
traced issue of their efforts. The women of Israel worked 
through PAiTB. Hoping for no earthly reward, seeking no 
worldly glory, sacrificing ornaments most prized {for dreas, as 
we shall presently see, was considered rather too much thin too 
little by our ancestors), knowing that once given they could not 
be recalled, keeping neither time nor talent back, but usmg both 
perseveringly and indiscriminately, and all simply and solely out 
of pure love to God. 

There is simething both beautiful and consoling in this por- 
tion of our history. It informs us, that in the very midst of 
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it rebellions and constant fallings away, tliero were, and 
will always be found, many to love and serve tlieir God. That 
He will never leave Himself without witnesses upon earth ; and 
that, therefore, bowever we may mourn the lack of energy and 
Hpiritiiality in ferael — however we may grieve and deplore the 
eases of infidelity or indifference, or even direct departures from 
His most Holy Law — still God is with m to retain many an 
unsuspected one in fidelity and zeal. Despondency, even in Hia 
cause, is more than wrong ; it is sinful, for it doubts Him who 
is so strong to save ; whose word is passed, that " Israel shall 
never cease to be a nation before Him ;" and who, even from 
the deepest darkness, can and will bring forth light. It causes 
feelings towards our fellows, both of injustice and pain ; and in 
ourselves deadens every effort after holiness and righteousness, 
by the supposition, that the struggles of one individual must be 
all in vain. Despondency treads so closely upon indifference, 
that every efibrt should be put in force to prevent its ascendency. 
We cannot have ^th either in God or man if we despond, and 
thus we are gradually led into sin, ahke against our Father in 
Heaven, our brother man, and ourselves. 

To us aa women, the particular mention of our female ances- 
tors, as bringing offerings and working for the tabernacle, is 
inexpressibly consoling. It assures us that, lowly as we are, 
retired as is our natural sphere, incapable as is our weaker 
frame for the exertions of man in the Lord's service, still 
we are acceptable — still He will graciously look down on our 
" willing beaks," and the humble work of our hand, and bless 
them with such love, as will give us peace even upon earth. It 
tells ua, that from Him comes every employment and resource, 
alike of mind and hand ; and that, in consequence, all should 
be used to His glory ; cot, indeed, for the service of the taber- 
nacle, for we are not now so called upon to work, but in the 
happiness which His gifts should bestow upon ourselves and 
our fellow-creatures. Had we but these two chapters in our 
Holy Law, we should have sufficient to confirm our spiritual 
privileges ; — that our Father asks but a wiUing spirit, a heart 
that is stirred within us to do His senioe, whatever it may bej 
to resign whatever He may call ; but it must bk a willing 
heart : mere lip-service is mockery and sin. Let it not be said 
that the Jewish religion is a rehgion of mere form, incumbent 
only on the males, and therefore del-jftrrinij woman from all 
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es, all access to God. Bid ttose who thron 
Ruch foul wroBg on Israel, come hither to the pure unadulterated 
fount of the Living God, and then say, if the rehgion of the 
Nazarene were the first, and on!y one, to teach woman her 
holy privileges, and to preach that pure spiritual piety of the 
heart, that simple working through faith, whicli is revealed so 
blessedly in our Law, and confirmed by every inspireii prophet 
of the Lord. And that religion of tke heart is ours still.. We 
need no other to replace it. 

The age of chivalry is generally supposed to be a powerful 
proof of the respect and consideration with which women were 
regarded amongst the Gentile nations during the middle ages. 
Their position was marked; their love, their hand, the greatest 
reward, the most powerful incentive for the young warriors to 
distinguish themselves. Marvellous deeds were done, and dan- 
gers dared, all for the smiles of woman ; nay, evil passions 
were oftea subdued : generosity, magnanimity, kindness, and 
many other virtues, were called into play by woman's influence, 
without which those ages would have been dark indeed. Her 
individual position might have been too elevated ; but still, that 
elevation was far more often used for good than evil. Chivalry 
did bring forth good with regard to woman's influence on man, 
and no one assuredly will deny, but that to have been held up 
as the rewarder of valor, the incentive of virtue, must have 
made her a subject of consideration, respect, and love, very 
different to slavery and degradation. 

Now, the very first instance of chivalry which history records, is 
found in the Bible, and in the history of that very people to whose 
women similar privileges are denied. "And Caleb said, ha 
that smiteth Kirjath-sepher [also called Debir], and taketh it, 
to him will T give Achsah my daughter to wife. And Othniel, 
the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, took it ; and ho 
gave hlra Achsah his daughter to wife. And it came to pass, 
as she came unto him, she moved him to ask of her father a 
field ; and she lighted off her ass ; and Caleb said unto her, 
What wouldst thou ? and she said unto him, Give me a bless- 
ing ; for thou hast given me a south land ; give me also springs 
of water. And Caleb gave her also the upper springs and the 
nether springs." We find all these verses, first in Joshua sv, 
16-10, and repeated without any variation in Judges i. 12-lfi 



.tec bv Google 



Caleb was a prince of &q tribe of Judah (Numb xm 6), so 
high in favor with the Lord, as to be joined with Joshua in 
beinif permitted to enter the promised laud, and deaio;iiated by 
tlie Eternal as "My servant Caleb, who hath followed me 
fully." 

Caleb seems to have been, like Joshua, a prince and wirnor 
of high repute, dauntless, and faithful before God and before 
man. His daughter (though not an only child, for we read m 
1 Chron, iv. 15, that he had also three sons) shared the con 
filderaljon proffered to her father. Caleb must have seen the 
high respect and admiration in w^ich she was held, or he 
never would have dreamed of offering lier as the reward of 
valor. That which is of no value, lightly won, and lightly 
held, and, when obtained, to sink merely into a household 
elave, was not at all likely to excite young men to the arduous 
task of smiting and taking a fortified dty, defended as it was 
hy the sons of AnaV, whose immense stature and cittraordinary 
prowess had formerly caused them to be considered as " gianfs," 
in whose sight the children of Israel were bnt as " grass- 
hoppers." Nor can we regard this as merely a solitary instance I 
It is a proof of the general condition of Hebrew women at that 
period ; and also that Othniel was not Achsah's only admirer. 

"He that smiteth and taketh it, to him will I give Achsah 
my daughter to wife," is a general appeal, supposing her hand 
to be a sufficient incentive to all the young men of the tribe ; 
and that His Law, regarding the inheritance of daughters, 
should not be transgressed, the Eternal blessed the valiant 
efforts of Othniel, Caleb's own nephew, with success; and the 
coveted maiden became his wife. 

That it was solely Achsah herself who was sought atid won, 
with no idea of her wealth, is clearly proved by the simple 
words " she moved hira [her husband] to ask of her father, a 
field or piece of land ;" the wish for possession came from her, 
not from Othniel, who was in all probability fully satisfied with 
the recompense lie had gained ; and when Caleb had granted 
this request, as we know by the words in which she afterwards 
addresses him, she approached him herself, snd lighting off het 
ass, a token of the respect natural to Israel, Caleb asked her, 
" What wilt thou 3" and she answered him, " Give me a bless- 
ing :" meaning, possibly, a further token of his love for her; 
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" for t!iou liast given me a sontli land [alluding to that already 
given at Otliniel's request], give me also springs of water : and 
OaJeh gave her the upper and tbe nether springs." 

Without springs, land, in so hot a country as Judea, was of 
little value ; and therefore is it that Achsali craves this boon in 
addition to that already granted. Tbe aifectionate confidence 
subsisting between tbe father and daughter is beautifully illus- 
trated ID this simple little incident. Though Achsah held her 
father in such respect as not to prefer her request while sitting 
on her ass before him, yet she feared not to make her wishes 
known, fully conscious that, were they in his power, he would 
grant them unhesitatingly ; and his instant reply proves how 
much reason she had for her conSdence. 

We learn too from this, that woman must nndoubtedly have 
had the power of possessing landed property in her own right, 
and in a degree exclusive of her husband ;* else C^ileb would 
have made over tbe portion intended for her to Othniel on bis 
marriage, instead of waiting for Achsah to ask, and granting it 
to her alone. 

The beautiful law of our God was then in full force among 
every rank and condition of man ; and surely we can find no 
trace in the history of Achsah to confirm tlie false position of 
our being degraded. Does it not rather elevate us to a perfect 
equality witli our brottier man, and prove undeniably ihat the 
Isi'aelites were the very first nation in the world to hold forth 
the love and hand of woman as the pure and holy incentive to 
deeds of manlineB and valor ? 

• And eioluaive also of her brothers ; for if landed inherilanoe ware 
to be man's only, sbe could have had no claim to any portion. Thenbova 
was writlen originaiiy, under the impression that Achsah was Caleb's 
only child : a furlher study of the genealogifea in Chronicloa proves that 
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The promised land was gained, deeds of extraoidinary va!o( 
and military skill and prowess marked its conquest and subdi- 
vision; but God's express command was disobeyed; and, in 
consequence, tbe tribes, even after tbey had settled in tbeir 
respective territories, were continually "doing evil in the sight 
of the Lord," and at war, as a chastisement, with their idola- 
trous neighbors. God had ordained the extermination of the 
former inhabitants of Palestine, because of their fearful state of 
idolatry, and various abominations. He had deferred bringing 
in the seed of Abraham to their appointed land, because " the 
iniquity of the Aniorites was not yet full." He might in His 
wisdom have exterminated them by Are, water, or disease ; but 
He appointed the swords of the Israelites as the instruments of 
Hia wrath, simply to try their faith and obedience, and bid 
them earn the rest, peace, spiritual and temporal glory, which 
he had held forth as the recompense of perfect obedience. 

This fact is very frequently disregarded in a mere superficial 
reading of the history of Canaan. There are those even to 
doubt and cavil at the ways of their God, because He com- 
manded His peonle to obtain possession of the promised land 
at the edge of tfie sword ; forgetting that so doing was at once 
a punishment for those who had insulted Him by their awTul 
iniquities (having full power to subdue sin, and keep in the 
straight path, as did the inhabitants of Mesopotamia even with- 
out direct revd.ation), and also to try the obedience of His 
people. Disease, fire, or flood, would have accomplished the 
first of these designs equally with the plan adopted ; but not 
the second. Yet the former would at once have been recognised 
as the hand of God ; no one questioning the agency of either the 
deluge, the destruction of Sodom, or the earthquake and the 
plague, punishing the rebellion of Eorah. Why then should 
not the sword of slaughter be traced to the same Divine ordina- 
tion, whence alone in fact it proceedei ? 
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The Israelites, however, failed in their commanded obedience. 
Instead of exterminating, they entered into fiiendly leagues with 
the enemies and insnlters of their God ; and the Eternal, in His 
just anger, permitted them, in consequence, to remain as 
"' tiiorna, and pricks in their sides, and their false gods as a snare 
unto them." And so it was: "They took their daughters to 
Oe their wives, and gave their daughters to their sons, and 
een-ed their gods ; and the children cf Israel did evil in the 
eight of God, and ibi^at the Lord their God, and served Baalim 
and the groves." And this fearful state of things occurred 
repeatedly; rousing the anger of the Lord each time to sell 
them into the hands of their enemies, and yet whenever they 
cried unto Him in returning i^th and repentance, Hb infinite 
mercy raised up deliverers in whom Ha put His spirit, and 
saved them. 

Othniel, the nephew and son-in-law of Caleh, Ehud, and 
Shamgar, Lad each in his turn been thus selected by the Lord; 
and during their respective sways Israel was at rest and obedi- 
ent. Dut between each, they had relapsed into idolatry and 
rebellion ; and after the deaths of Ehud and Shamgar, who 
appear contemporaries, falling anew into evil, the Etemsj sold 
them into the hands of Jabin, king of Hazor, who mightily 
oppressed them twenty years, and caused them again to cry unto 
the Lord. 

But even in these periods of anarchy and rebellion, all were 
not idolatrous. There must still have been many " seven 
thousands who had not bowed the knee to Daal," else would 
not the Lord have thus repeatedly compassionated and relieved 
them. Anijngst these faithful few, the law was of conrso 
followed, and the people judged according to the statutes given 
through Moses. Had there been the very least foundation for 
the supposition of the degrading and heathenizing the Hebrew 
female, we should not find the offices of prophet, judge, mihlary 
instructor, poet, and sacred singer, all combined and all perfecM 
in the person of a woman ; a feet clearly and almost startlingly 
illustrative of what must have been their high and intellectual 
training, as well as natural aptitude for guiding and enforcing 
the statutes of their God, to which at that time woman could 
Bttain. 

"And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she 
judged If '■ael at (hat time. And she dwelt under the palm 
10 
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tree of Deborah, between Earaah and Bethel, in Moiitil 
Ephraim : and the children of Israel came unto her for judg- 
ment." This simple description evinces that the greatness of 
Deborah consisted not at all in outward state, in semblance of high 
rank, or in any particular respect or homage outwardly paid 
her ; but simply in her vast superiority of mental and spiritual 
acqiiiremenls which were acknowledged by her countrymen, 
and consequently revered. The ofBce of judge in Israel was not 
hereditary. It only devolved on those gifted to perform it ; 
and, by the example befoie us, might be held by either aes: 
rather an v,n&atisfactorif proof of the degra^atjon of Jewish 
women. We are expressly told that Deborah was a prophetess, 
and " the wife of Lapidoth." Now, by the arrangement of this 
sentence, confirmed by the context, it is very evident that 
Deborali was a prophetess in Ler own person, wholly and 
entirely distinct from Ler husband, who was a mere cypher in 
public concerns. The Eternal had inspired her, a woman and 
a WIFE in Israel, with His spirit expressly to do His will, and 
make manifest to her countrymen how little is He the respecter 
of persons ; judging only by hearts perfect in His service, and 
spirits willing for the work : heeding neither the weakness nor 
apparent inability of one sex, compared with the greater natural 
powers of the other. 

Yet so naturally are her public position and personal ^fts 
described, that we cannot possibly believe her elevation to be 
an extraordinary occurrence, or that her position as a wife for- 
bade her rising above mere conjugal and household duties. 
We never hear of a slave, or leper, or heathen, being intrusted 
with the prophetic spirit of tbe Eternal, amply because the 
social condition of such persons would and must prevent their 
obtaining either the respect, obedience, or even attention of the 
people. For the same reason, had woman really been on a 
par with these, as sLe is by some declared to be, she would 
never have been intrusted with gifts spiritual and mental, 
which Deborah so richly possessed. She never could have been 
a prophetess, for her words would only have been regarded as 
idle raving. She could never have been a jud£;e, from the want 
of opportunities to train and perfect her intellect, and to obtain 
the necessary experience. Now it is clear that instead of this, 
her natural position must have been so high, that there needed 
Lot even adventitious state and splendor to make it iieknow- 
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ledged ; and her intellect and judgment so cultivated, as not 
only to bring tbo people flocking to lier for judgment, but to 
occasion Barak's refusal to set out on a warlike expedition 
unless she accompanied them. 

We find the Srst recorded instance of her using her pro- 
phetic power in Judges iv. 6 : " And she sent and called Barak 
the son of Abinoam out of Kedesh Naphtali, and said unto 
him, Ilath not the Lord God of Israel commanded, saying, Go 
and draw toward Mount Tabor, and take witii thee l«n thou- 
sand men of the children of Naphtali and the children of 
Zebulun ? And I will draw unto thee Sisera, the captain of 
Jabin's army, and his chariots and his multitudea ; and I will 
deliver him into thine hand. And Barak said unto her, If 
tlitnt wilt go with me, then I will go : but if thou wilt not go 
with me, then will I not go. And she said, I will surely go 
witii thee : notwithstanding the journey shall not be for thine 
honor ; for the Lord will sell Sisera into the hand of a 

We should be at a loss to understand the feeling in Barak, 
which impelled his reply, might we not infer it from Deborah's 
rejoinder. It would appear that, like many of his countrymen, 
while he obeyed, he was still wanting in the perfect faith which 
would have given him a glorious triumph in his own person. 
The presence of Deborah could jo no way give him greater 
increase of safety and glory, than had lis gone without her. 
She was but the instrument of the Lord, making His will 
known to her fellows. The words were not hers, but God's ; 
and Barak should have acted on them without either reserva- 
tion or doubt. Instead of which we find him making a condi- 
tion to his obedience ; and refusing to obey, if that condition 
were not compliri with. What could the presence of a woman 
avail him ! Her being a prophetess gave hinn no more assur- 
ance of conquest than the word of the Lord had already done ; 
and because he trusted more in Ike woman than in her Ood, the 
journey would not be to his honor ; a woman's hand should 
accomplish that complete downfall of Sisera, which would other- 
wise have accrued to his individual glory. It is evident that 
this is the real rendering of this rather obscure sentence, else 
we should not have it bo expressly stated that the "journey 
would not be for his honor." 

Deborah however arose, and went with Barak, first to collect 
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th ss y t r f ra Zebulun and ITapiitali, and tlicn to 

M n t Tab wl S era and bis immense armament of nine 
h nd d 1 an ta f on, besides infantry, marched to meet 
tb m bt II w fi d B rak but secondary, doing nothing with- 
out th d f tl Lord through Deborah. And Deborah 
a d Up f tl tie day in which the Lord hath delivered 
S se a nt tl n 1 and is not the Lord gone out before thee 3 
So Barak went down from Mount Tabor, and teii thousand 
men after them ;" and the Lord gave them such complete 
victory, that but Sisera escaped, to receive his death at the hand 
of a woman, according to the Eternal's word. Nor was it 
R Bingls victory, for " the hand of the children of Israel pros- 
pered and prevailed against Jabin, king of Canaan." 

We next find Deborah exercising that glorious talent of 
extempore poetry only found amongst the Hebrews ; and by 
her, a woman and a wife in Israel, possessed to an almost equal 
degi'ee with the Psalmist and prophets, who followed at a later 
period. Her song is considefed one of the most beautiful speci- 
mens of Hebrew poetry, whether read in the original, or in ths 
English version. We find her taking no glory whatever to 
beraelf, but calling upon the princes, and governors, and people 
of Israel, to join with her in " blessing the Lord for the aveng- 
ing of Israel," In the fourth and fifth verses, she alludes, by a 
most beauljful figure, to the power of the Eiernal, That before 
Him "the earth trembled, and the heavens dropped, and the 
clouds dropped water. And the mountains trembled, even 
Sinai, before the Lord God of Israel," thus manifesting that his 
power, not man's, had brought delivery to Israel. Then in the 
sixth and eighth verses she describes the condition of the people 
before m Is mpe 
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people wLoni the Lord alone had endowed lier witli jower to 
judge. " My heart is towards tie g;overnors of Israel," aha. 
contJuues, "that offcred themselves willingly among the people. 
Bless ye the Lord," meaning those who, rising from the idolatry 
and sloth which had encompassed the people, offered themselves 
willingly for the sen-ice of the Lord, She bids them speak, — 
all closes of people, — from those princes who rode on white 
asses, and those who sat in judgment, and those who walked 
by the way, to even the drawers of water who had before beea 
harassed by the noise of the archers coming forcibly to disturb 
their domestic employments; and all were to rehearse the 
righteous acts of the Lord, for to Him alone they owed their 
preservation, "The Lord made mb have dominion over the 
mighty," she says, in verse thirteen, thus retsunin^ her own 
dignity and power in Israel, yet tracing it to the Eternal, not to 
herself. The poetry describing the downfall of their foes, call- 
ing forth the ims^ery of nature to give it force and life ; the 
death of Sisera, and the waiting and watching of his mother at 
her lattice — " Why is his chariot so long in coming 1 why 
tarry the wheels of his chariola ?" and the answer, alike from 
her ladies, and her own heart, " Have they not sped 1 have 
they not divided the prey ; to every man a damsel or two ; to 
Sisera a prey of divers colors, a prey of divers colors of needle- 
work, meet for the necks of them that take the spoil ?" as. if to 
fall with his mighty armament were impossible ; and thus sung 
by the lips of tlia conquerors, infused with a species of satire, 
giving indescribable poignancy to the strain ; and then the 
glorious conclusion, " So let all thine enemies perish, O Lord : 
but let them that love thee be as the sun when he goeth forth 
in his might ;" form altogether one of the sublimest strains of 
spiritual fervor in the Bible ; and mark forcibly, by her conduct, 
both as prophetess and judge, that in Deborah, even as in 
Gideon, David, and the prophets of later years, God disdained 
not to breathe His spirit, but made a woman His instrument to 
judge, to prophesy, to teach, and to redeem. 

" And the land had rest forty years," we are told at the con- 
tusion of Deborah's song ; words which, as no other judge is 
mentioned, would lead us to infer that Deborah conUuued 
"a mother in Israel" ail that time, retaining the people in 
fidelity, and consequently in temporal and spiritual peace. 
Even if she did not live herself to govern all those years, it is 
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evident that lier influence and instructions were renieml*red 
and acted upon, for it was not til! after these forty years that 
" Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord," and so agaia 
reijuired a redeemer, which was granted in the person of 
Gideon. 

The silence preserved regarding the subsequent life und 
death of Deborali, ia a simple confirmation of the meekness and 
humility with which we found her judging Israel under Iier 
own palm-tree, before being called to a more stirring scene. 
The land was at peace, the power of prophecy and foresight in 
military matters was no longer needed, and Deborah resumed 
her personally humble station, evidently without any ambidoua 
^ish, or attempt to elevate her rank or prospects. It was 
enough that she was useful to her countrymen ; that she was a 
lowly instrument in the Eternal's hand to work them good. 
What, now, did she need to satisfy the woman nature, which 
she still so evidently retained ! Her judgments, her works, are 
covered with the veil.of silence, but we learn their effects by 
the simple phrase, that " the land had rest forty years" — the 
land, the whole land, not merely that which was under her 
direct superintendence. Virtue, holiness, and wisdom, tiongh 
the gifts of bnt one lowly individual, are not confined to one 
place, when used, as were Deborah's, to the glorj- of God, and 
the good of her people. Silently, and perhaps unpereeived, 
they spread over space and time ; and oh ! how glorious must 
be the destiny of that woman, who, without one moment quit- 
ting her natural sphere, can yet by precept, eitample, and labor 
produce such blessed efiects as to give the land peace, and 
bring a whole people unto God ! 

In a praclkal view, perhaps, the character of Deborah cannot 
now be brought home to the conduct of her descendants, for 
woman can no longer occupy a position of such trust and wisdom 
in Israel ; but, theoretically/, we may take the history of Debo- 
rah to our hearts, both mitioTmllr/ and individually. With snch 
an example in the Word of our God, it is unanswerably evident 
that neither the Written nor the Oral Law could have contained 
one syllable to the disparagement of woman. 

Men were in no condition to have permitted the influence of 
woman, bad they not been accustomed, by the constant and 
emphatic enjoinments of Iho law, to look on her with respect, 
consideration, and tenderness. Mentally and spiritunlly, Debo- 



.tec bv Google 



P6BI0I1 111. --DEBORAH. 225 

fall was gifted in an extraordinary degree, leading us to infer 
that the women of Israel must have had the power fo cultivate 
both mind and spirit, and to delight in tlieir resources, for we 
have the whole liible to prove that the Eternal never selected 
for the instruments of His will, any but those whose hearts were 
inclined towards Him, even before He called them — witness the 
history of Abraham, Joseph, Moses, David, and others. All and 
every talent comes from God, but will not work and influence 
by His sole gift alone. They are given to be improved, pefsever- 
ed in, perfected, by those to whom they are intrusted, and then 
used in the service of their Giver, It is evident, then, that 
Deborah Lad the ittcliKation and the power to cultivate, perfect, 
and use the gifts of her God ; and this would have been quite 
impossible, had her social condition been such aa the eneimea of 
scriptural and ^ritual Judaism declare. With the history of 
Deborah in iheir hands, the young daughters of Israel need little 
other defence or argument, to convince their adversaries that 
tliey require no other creed, nor even a denial of the Oral Law, 
to teach them their proper position, alike to themselves and 
their fuliows, and in their relative duties towards God and man. 
Deborah being a wife, confirms this yet more strongly. 
There must not only have been perfect freedom of position, but 
of action ; evett more than is found in the history of any modern 
nation, for we do not find a single instance of a wife being elect- 
ed to any public office requiring intellect and spirituality, 
secular and reli^oua knowledge, so completely distinct from her 
husband. Yet the history of Deborah in no way infers that she 
was neglectful of her conjugal and domestic duties. There is an 
unpretending simplicity about her very gfeatness. The very 
fact of those she judged coming to her under her own palm- 
tree, supposes her quiet and retired mode of living. She never 
leaves her home, except at the earnest entreaty of Barak, which 
urges her to sacrifice domestic retirement for public good. To 
a really great mind, domestic and public duties are so perfectly 
compatible, that the first need never be sacrificed for the last. 
And that Lapidoth in no manner interfered with the public 
offices of his wife, called as she was to them by God Himself 
through His gifts, infers a noble confidence and respectful con- 
wderarion towards her, evidently springing at once from the 
national equality and freedom tendered to Jewish women ; and 
from a mind greafenongh to appreciate and value such talenta 
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even iu a woman ; a greatness not very often found in modern 

To follow in the steps of out great ancestress is not possible, 
now that the prophetic spirit is removed from Israel, and the few 
public offices left us iall naturally to the guardianship of man ; 
yet many and many a Jewish woman is intrusted with one oc 
more talents direct from God; and if she can stretch forth a 
helping hand to the less enlightened of her people, let her not 
hold back, from the false and unscriptural belief that woman 
oannot aid the cause of God, or in any way attain to religious 
knowledge. His word is open to her, as to man. In Mosea' 
command to read and explain the Law to all people, woman was 
included by name. And now the whole Bible, Law, Historical 
books. Psalms, and Prophets, are open to her daily commune, 
and shall it be said that she has neither the right nor the under- 
standing to make use of such blessed privilege ? Shame, shame 
on those who would thus cramp the power of the Lord, in deny- 
ing to any one of His creatures the power of addressing and 
comprehending Him, through the inexhaustible treasure of His 
gracious word ! 

Every married woman is judge and guardian of her own 
household. She may have to encounter the prejudices of a 
husband, not yet thinking with her on all points; but if she 
have refjiy a great mind, she will know bow to infiuence, with- 
out in any way interfentiff. She will know how to serve the Lord 
in her household without neglecting her duty and affection 
towards her husband ; and by domestic conduct influence 
fiodety at large, secretly and unsuspectedly indeed, but more 
powerfully than she herself can in the least degree suppose. 

To unmarried women, even as to wives, some talent is intrust- 
ed, which may be used to the glory of its Giver. Life is not 
lent us to be frittered away in an unmeaning Kttle satisfactory 
run of amusements, or often in their mere fruitless search. 
There surely is some period in a single woman's existence, when 
the hopes, ambition, and even favorite amusements, of girltood 
must come to an end. Because unmarried, is woman stil! to 
believe herself a girl, hoping for, and looking for, a change in 
her existence, which will in reality never eomel Would it not 
be wiser and better, aye, and incalculably happier, if woman her- 
self withdrew from the sphere of exciting hopes and pleasures 
which she had occupied in girlhood ! If she sought persever- 
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ingly and prayerfully some new objects of interest, agecdon, and 
employment, which she might justly hope would beeomo a &tay 
and support in rapidly advancing yeara, and tlms entirely pre- 
vent the ennui, and its attendant^ love of gossip, frivolity, and 
often sourness aod irritability, which are too generally believed 
to be iJie sole characteristics of single {and so of course suppos- 
ed disappointed) women ! Have we not all some precious 
talent lent us by our God, and for the use of which. He will 
demand an account I Is there not the whole human family 
from which to select some few objects of interest, on wliom to 
expend some of our leisure time, and draw our thoughts from 
all-engrossing self? Were there but one object on wLom we 
have lavished kindness, and taught to look up to God and hea- 
ven, and to walk this earth virtuously and meekly — but one or 
two whom, had we the pecuniary means, we have clothed and 
fed — a sick or dying bed tliat we have soothed — a sorrowing 
one consoled — an erring one turned from the guilty path — the 
repentant, or the weak, strengthened and encouraged— we shall 
not have lived in vain ; or, when wo come to die, look shudderingly 
back on a useless life and wasted gifts ; on existence lost in the 
Tain atni^le to arrest the flight of time, and stall seek hope and 

fileasure in thoughts and scenes, whose sweetness has been too 
ong extracted for aught to remain but bitterness and gall. 
Deborahs in truth we cannot be ; but each and al! have talenls 
given, and a sphere assigned them, and, like her, all have it in 
theii power, in the good performed towards man, to use the one, 
and cansecrate tl:e oihar to the service of their God. 



Several years passed since the death of Deborah, Gideon, 
Tolo, Jair, Jepthah, Ibzan, Elon, and Abdan, had successively 
judged Israel, often with interregnums of rebellion, apostasy, 
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and anarcLy, After the death of the last iiienlioiied judgo, 
"the children of Israel again did evil iE the sight of the Lord, 
and He delivered them into the hands of the Philistibea forty 
years." We now come to another incident in the histo y of tho 
women of Israel demanding our attentien. In the tribe of D^n 
was a certain man of the city of Zorah, named Manoal vhoao 
wife Lad no children, always a source of grief in the fa n 1 es of 
Israel ; not, as the Christians believe, from the idea of becom ng 
the mother of the promised Messiah (who is scarcely m nt oned 
till the time of the prophets, wten the awfully threatened cl as 
tisement of the Eternal needed such com-olatory promises), but 
because children were always considered proofs of the Lord's 
love, a privilege granted from Him as the recompense of fa'th- 
fol service ; as we read in the words of David, " Lo, children 
are an heritage of the Lord : and the fruit of the womb is His 
RBWARc," Psalm cxxvii. And, again, "Thy wife shall be as a 
fruitful vine by the sides of thine house : and thy children like 
oUve pknts around thy table. Behold, ihtts shall the man be 
blessed that feareth the Lord, Thou shalt see thy children's 
children, and peace on Israel," Psalm cssviii. To go down 
childless to the grave, and so prevent tho name from being 
"built up" in Israel, was deemed a heavy afflictici, inferring, for 
some secret sin or public transgression, the angef of the Lord. 

Sacred Writ is silent as to the reason of the Eternal's selec- 
tion falling on the family of Manoah for a deliverer in part from 
the Philistines, but we are justified in inferring from the con- 
teS, that they were one of the few feithful followers of Israel, 
by whom the Law was in all points obeyed. Be that however 
as it may, this is certain, that it was to the woman, not to the 
man, the Most High deigned to send His angcHe messenger, 
witJi not only tho blessed revelation that He would grant her a 
son ; but deigning Ijj instruct her as to the food and drink she 
was tp refrain from taking herself, and to the devoting her babe 
as a Nazarite to the Lord, even from his infancy ; thus making 
the direct commands of the Immutable agree in all points with 
ths Law which His wisdom and mercy had already given. 

Naturally astonished, for such revelations were not even then 
common in Israel, we find " the woman" following the impulse 
of her confiding nature, hastening on the instant to her hus- 
band, and informing him that a man of God had come unto her, 
find his countenance was very terrible (signifying, not actnallv 
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terrible, but grand and imposing), like tlie countenance of an 
angel of the Lord ; but "lasked liira not whence he was, nei- 
ther told he me Lis name," From this description of the 
heavenly messengar, it appears that the woman did not consider 
him in reahty an angel, supposing him a maoof God or prophet, 
bearinjT a message from the Most High, as was usual in Israel, 
yet still struck by the imposing beauty of his countenauce, and 
feehng it possessed something beyond mortality. 

Equally astonished, but believing, Manoah lost no time in idle 
speculaljon, but betook himself instantly to prayer : thus con- 
firming our idea of his faithfulness and piety, and pr\.ving one 
p;rand and important national truth, that the Israelites needed 
no mediator whatever, he he man or angel, to bring up their 
prayers before God, and obtain His gracious reply. Here was 
Manoah, living on his own estates, in his own tribe, far removed 
from the priests of the Lord and the tabernacle, through the 
first of whom alone it is declared, by our opponents, that tha 
prayers of Israel could be acceptably offered up. No priest 
near, of whom he could eitlier ask or obtain counsel ; no wisa 
mau or judge, of whom he might demand advice or explanation. 
Yet the law waa then in force all over brael, and if it had been 
illegal and derogatory to the dignity of the Lord to address Him 
in prayer from any place, or at any time, wu should have found 
Manoah hastening without a moment's delay to the appointed spot, 
and offering sacrifices to obtain the mediation of the anointed 
priest, knowing that through him only he could obtMU reply. 

Instead of which, wa find him, without even pause or hesita- 
tion, believing the words of his wife so implicitly, as to offer up 
a prayer of such simple construction that it clearly proves how 
little the Most High regards mere formula in prpyer, when 
springing, as did Manoah's, from humility and faith. " Then 
Manoah entreated the Lord, and said, my Lord, let the maa 
of God which thou didst send come again to us, and teach us 
what we shall do unto the child that shall be bom." Here is 
no doubt expressed as to the reality of the blessing proflered : 
"The child that shall be born," reveals how fully he believed in 
the promise ; but, aa was natural to humanity, he entreated a 
confirmation of the instructions vouchsafed, not knowing how far 
the imagination and the fears of his wife might have tinctured 
iier relation. 

"And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah.' Did wa 



.tec bv Google 



need any further incentive to " entreat tto Lord" in all things^ 
surely we have it here. Manoah had simply spoken the 
thoughts of his heart in words, which would be their natural 
vehicle of expression. He had prayed through the merits of 
neither dead nor living, man nor angel, but in lowly tnisting 
feith, and God hearkened and answered. Again His messenger 
appeared unto the woman as she sat in the field, Manoah not 
being with her, and she ran to inform lier husband, saying that 
the man had again appeared unto her, the same who had come 
previously ; and Manoah, no doubt in secret adoring the 
Beneficent God who had tJius deigned to answer his prayer, 
went with Hs wife, and demanded of the messenger, if he were 
indeed the man who had visited them before. And being 
answered in the affirmative, lie besought a repetition of how to 
" order the child ;" and the angel condescended a full reply, 
reiterating all his previous instrnctions. Still believing him a 
man, as himself only gifted with the spirit of the Lord, 
Manoab, with tbe hospitality peculiar to the Hebrew, besought 
him to remain until " we shall have made ready a kid for thee." 
And the angel of the Lord said unto Manoah, " Though thou 
detain me, 1 will not eat of thy bread. And if tbou wilt offer a 
burnlroffering thou must offer it unto the Lord ; for Maiwak 
knew not that he was an angel of the Lord. And Manoah said, 
What ia thy name ? that when thy sayings come to pass, we 
may do thee honor. And the angel of the Lord said unto hioi. 
Wherefore askest thou thus after my name, seeing it is secret? 
So Manoah took a kid with a meat-offering, and offered it upon 
a rock unfo the Lord. And it came to pass, when the flame 
went up toward heaven from off the altar, the angel of the Lord 
ascended in the flame of the altar, and Manoah and his wife 
looked on it, and fell witli their faces to the ground. And the 
angel of the Lord did no more appear unto Manoah and his 
wife : then Manoah knew he was an angel of the Lord. And 
Manoah siud, Wo shall surely die, for we have seen God [i. e. a 
messenger direct from God.] But his wife said unto him. If " 
the Lord were pleased to kill us, He would not have received a 
burnt-offering and a meat-offering at our hands, neither would 
He have showed us all these things, nor would as at this 
(second) time have told us such things. as these." (Judges xii.) 
We have quoted this chapter almost at length, because it 
contains so much which it is almost imperative for us to con- 
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eider in a national point of view, before w t d 

It in its bearings on our history as women \ y 1 d t 
defence of our national belief will not, wo t t, be d d t 
of place in a Jewish work, however little it m y b p 1 

to have to do with the main point of its bject I n e; 
when so much of controversy is going on w!i n th 

mate association, and often friendships, betw H b w a d 
Gentile may bring forward peculiar points f bel f t q 
Uieir difTerences or varying modes of interp t t n — t be m 
imperatively necessary for the young Hebr w f th t be 

provided with such defence as will, at least, satisfy his own 
heart and conscience, and render him invulnerable to the 
peculiar espositiona proffered to his attention, however little 
such defence may weigh with the hereditary prejudices of 
his opponents. There is a wide difference between an argu- 
ment seeking the conversion of another, and that merely 
defending our own belief in the same sacred authority as 
jrives a supposed foundation fijr the belief of an opponent. 
As iong IS the Christian confines his arguments and quotations 
to the New Testament, the Israelite feeis perfectly secure, from 
bis' entire rejection of such authority as Divine. But when tho 
words of the Old Testament are so explained as to bear almost 
itartlingly upon the creed of our adversaries, then it is we need 
careful, though perfectly simple, training, to provide us both 
with reply and defence. To be kept in ignorance of the Naza- 
rene readings of the Bible does no good whatever ; for there are 
very few who can hope to pass through life, particularly now 
that social intercourse is so unrestrdned, without some approach 
to the differences of belief and their causes. Much better is it 
to know clearly the danger we are not unlikely to eneountflr, 
and how to avert it, than to come upon it wholly unprepared. 
Not in childhood indeed, for it would be folly to perplex tho 
young mind with the tenets of two beliefs : then it is simply 
necessary to impress and explain the essentials of their own 
creed ; but in maturer years, when the openingmind is not only 
capable of understanding, but feels itself restless and anxious for 
something more than the mere education of childhood : then let 
them compare their belief with that of others ; let them know 
what and why their opponents so believe, through the enlai^ed 
and liberal views of a spiritually Jewish instructor ; let the light 
of reason and revelation be their gviido, and wo shall find both 
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male and female of the Hebrew j-outli so confirmed in their own 
blessed faith, as to live and die for it, yet eschewing all of 
iiliberality, iincharitableness, and scom, towaids tioso of other 
and less enlightened creeds. 

The chapter under consideration is one of those much regarded 
by the Nazarene, and always brought forward in controversial 
discusdon. From Manoalt'a simple words, "We have seen 
God," they believe, that wherever the "angel of tJia Lord" ia 
mentioDcd, it signifies the second person of the Godhead ; and 
that as He took visible form to our ancestors of old, so we might 
equally believe in His taking the form of Jesus tosave the world. 

To a mere superficial thinker this argument might prove 
dangerous ; and we are therefore anxious to explain this chapter 
according (o the Israelite's belief. In the first place, we refuse 
to see in this messenger anything more than tLe Word of God 
declares, " an angel of the Lord," simply because the Eternal 
said unto Moses, in answer to his earnest entreaty, "Show me 
thy glory, Thou cabst sot see my face : for thebi: shall 
KO man: 8KB ME, AND LIVE." And wo therefoie know, that no 
man has or ever can see His face, and live ; for God is a God 
of truth, and knows not the very shadow of a change. That 
which He has once said is immutable, unwavering, changeless 
as HimselE That there may be, even in the books of Moaes, 
one or two verses seeming to contradict this assertion, as in 
Exodus xxiv., verses 10 and 11, and in verse 11 of chapter 
xxxiii., is of no importance, being either a wrong translation, or 
the mere manner of writing, to bring down the solemn appear- 
ance of the glory of God to the comprehension of the mixed 
mulljtude, and impossible to be weighed a single moment with 
the words of the Most High Himself. Would He declare the 
solemn truth in one part of His Holy Word confirming it by 
every prophet, and in another part command His people, as n 
condition of their salvation, to believe on His appearing on 
earth, and conversing face to face with man, first as an angel, 
and then in human form ? The very words ot Nfanoah confirm 
this belief, and prove it was entertained as strongly by the ancient 
as the modem Jews. The Nazarenes take onlv the last mem 
ber of this sentence, forgetting the important fact, We ikall 
tarely die, if, indeed, we have seen God," for such ii the real 
meaning of his words, and that he did not die , and the simple 
truth of his wife's suggestion convinced him no duu! t, as it 
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convinces as, that it was not God whom he Lad seen, but one 
of those angelic inesBeiigers whom it sometimes pleased tlie 
Lord to employ to deliver His missions unto man. The nature 
of such beings it needs not now to inquire ; hut the belief in the 
existonc* of angeb is so twined with the belief in the Bible, 
that if we disbelieve the one, we must disbelieve fie other. 
The very word "ijKia, derived from the Arabic "^ifS, lo send, of 
employ, signifi m Ij a m ssenger, a legate, used indiscrimi- 
nately for one n pi y d by a king as amba'isador, or by the 
Lord as an a g I p rh f r priest; and sometimes also 
applied to wh by the Eternal to execute His will, 

even as winds d pi e- 

'ilie grand ad \ pect of the angelic lountenance, 

as we liave se , k M h's wife ; but that neither she nor 
her husband supposed him anything more than a prophet or 
priest, is evident by their manner of addressing him, and their 
entreating him to tarry for refreshment. The angel's reply is 
strong coufirmation of what we have already stated concerning 
his real oflioe. To eat of their bread would be confirming their 
idea that ho was but a man ; to accept their burnt-offering would 
be arrogating to himself what was due only to his Heavenly 
Master. "If thou offer a burnt-offering thou must offer it unto 
the Loan;" ,iot to him, who, though of an angelic nature, was 
still nothing but a messenger. Still ignorant that he was an 
angel, Manoah asks his name, to do hira honor; and because he 
knew kow liable lee^-e even believing Israelites to tttrn aside from 
the viorshxf of the immutable God to worship others, and jealous 
for the glory of his Master, the angel refused to tell his name, 
declar'ng it was secret — that when his words came to pass, 
Manoah or his wife might upt have even a name to turn aside 
their though la frcm the one sole God; still, to convince them 
ho was not a mere mortal, but eame direct from the Lord, he 
ascended, or disappeared, in the flame of the altar, as had been 
the sign of the divine acceptance of the offering, from the sacri- 
fice of Abel downwards. And it was knowing this, and recog- 
nising the immediate agency of the Most High, in thus sending 
one of His own messengers, that so overwhelmed Manoah and 
bis wife with religious awe, as io cause tliera to fall with their 
&ces to the ground, not daring to look even upon the semblance 
of His glory. 

A l.ivman, and a lowlv individual of his father's tribe, it was 
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Dot UDnatural that Manoah should e\-en be more awe-slrac!f, 
than rejoiced, at the revelation so graciously vouchsafed ; and 
whilst the mistaten idea engrossed him, if, indeed, it ever did, 
that he had conversed with God, he could not do otherwise than 
fear instant death, for, like all bis brethren, he knew the God of 
Israel was a God of truth ; and, therefore, if he had seen him, 
he must cease to live. The ready answer of his wife removed 
these groundless fears ; and while it told him, that if it had 
pleased the Lord to kill them. He would not have accepted 
offerings at their hands, or so revealed His will, it must equally 
have convinced him, as a believer in the revelation of the Lord 
through Moses, that it was not God, but his messenger whom 
He had seen. 

Such is the simple rendering of this very simple chapter ; 
while the second commandment, and the words already quoted, 
" No man can see me, and live," with the firm belief that God 
is laoiH, are all sufficient wherewith satisfactorily to explain, both 
to our own hearts and lo those of our children, every versa thai 
may seem to read slightly contradictory, and supply us with an 
impenetrable shield, against which the reasonings of our oppo- 
nents must fall blunted and harmless to the ground. 

Regarding this narrative in its bearings on our history as 
Women of Israel, it is confirmation strong of our always attested 
declaration, that neither Written nor Oral Law interfered with 
the perfect equality of man and wife. The chapter before \a 
displays a simple and natural picture of conjugal confidence and 
equa/ity, and of the respective peculiarities of man and woman. 
It is impossible to read this chapter, without perceiving that 
Manoahs wife was a perfectly free agent, only bound by the 
links of love and confidence which the marriage law enjoins. 
As the mother of the child selected to deliver Israel in part from 
the Philistines, she was even of more importance in the sight of 
God than her husband, a fact inferred from the angel appearing 
both times to ker, and only addressing Manoah when addressed 
by; him. We find, too, Slanoah including her alike in all he 
said and did, "Let «» detain thee, until ice have prepared a 
kid," &c. In the religious observance of the burnt-offering, and 
in the lowly prostration acknowledging the divine power, 
Manoah and his ivife are separately named, proving her perfect 
equality in all religious observances, and her riijkt to partake of 
them. That the angel never ag.tin appearc' "itjier to Manoah 
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or Ilia ioife, ja tlie proof to them that he was a messenger from 
tlie Lord. The words, "we shall suroly die," incUided her in 
the penalty supposed to have been incurred, and mark the 
female as equally a responsible agent as the male. Still mora 
clearly demonstrative that the Hebrew wife really occupied the 
fieo and equal position which the laws of God Himself assigned 
lier, is the fact that it was her ready wit, and quickness of intel- 
lect, which reassured her husband. She hid been awe struck 
like himself, hut yet, perfectly in accordance with woman s 
nature, was the first to comprehend the real intention of the 
revelation. Man's more solid nature and deeper thought 
require time for mature judgment — woman s quicker fancy and 
often more easily excited feeUng, give her the advantage in tha 
rapidity of comprehensiou, and, very often, in the correctness o' 
judgment, which man's greater sohdity strengthens and ma- 

But that Manoah's wife conld thus comprehend, and thus 
correctly judge, implies a domestic and social position which 
not only permitted, hut exercised these peculiar faculties. In an 
enslaved and degraded position, their possession was practically 
and theoretically impossible. 

We find, then, much even in this brief chapter to interest and 
instruct us, alike as Hebrew women, and as women taken 
generally. In the latter, we shall do well to reflect on the sim- 
ple trusting confidence of Manoah's wife, seeming the more 
tender and deferential from the greater correctness of judgment 
manifested afterwards. And so it should always he. However 
woman may be naturally endowed with Buperior attaimnentf, 
with, perhaps, even a greater share of strength and firmness, and 
a quicker aptitude for intellectual acquiremenla, still it is her 
bounden duty so to guide and use these gifts, that they shall 
never in any way jar upon the feelings of the one chosen as her 
husband; and dieck mutual confidence and love by that assump- 
tion of superiority, even granted it exist, of all things most irri- 
tating to man's nature. It is woman's province to infiiience, 
never to dictate; to conceal, rather than assume superiority. 
She may find many and miny an opportunity to use it for the 
good of her husband and children, as was the case with the wife 
ofManoah; hut never Ipt her display it — never let her permit 
her husband to feel his mfenonty — never let her withhokl con- 
fidence, from the mistaken notnn thit as her judgment is as 
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good, if not better than his, she cannot need his advice or inter- 
ference — for if she does, she may rest assured that from thai 
Instant her influence is at an end for ever. 



CHAPTER V. 



Wb now come to a portion of our history as women of Israel, 
which, from tlie lovehness of female character that it displays, 
has in neither history nor romance been equalled. In the Bible 
it is termed the book of Ruth ; but as Ruth does not properly 
belong, by birth and ancestry, to the women of Israel, Naomi 
must be the subject of our consideration. Wilh lier histoiy, 
however, Ruth is so entwined, that we cannot reflect on the one 
without also pausing on the touching beauty of the other. 

The country of Moab, situated in the north-east part of 
Arabia Petriea, was separated from Judea by the desolate tract 
of the Dead Sea, and the river Arnon. It could not probably 
be said ever to hive formed part of the land of Canaan ; but was 
one of those iialiona which the Eternal expressly commanded 
His people to spare : see Deut, ii. 9, 

The Dead Sea was also the boundary of the tribe of Judah ; 
and it is rather a remarkable fact, that Judah and Simeon are 
the only tribes of Israel who appear to Lave driven out all the 
previous Oanaanitish possessors. Judah was the first appointed 
by the Most High to go up against the land ; and, accompanied 
by bis brother Simeon, evinced not only more obedience but 
more valor and military skill. We do not read of them, as of 
Benjamin, Manasseh, Ephraim, Zebukm, Asher, Na))htali, and 
Dan, who, with scarcely any fighting, entered into peaceful ccn^e- 
nanls with the Canaanites, and permitted them to dwell with 
them even in their cities. Nor, in consequence, do we find 
recorded of the tribe of Judah those awful crimes and wilful- 
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idolatries practised by his brethren. In tlie early part of 
Jewish history, Judah was undoubtedly the most faithful tribe, 
eiae had he not been the chosen branch, from which, in God's 
own time, will spring our Restorer and Messiah. 

Elinielech was a man of this valiant tribe, and, in consequence 
of a severe faminff which devastated Judea (the punishment, in 
all probability, of national sin), he removed his family, consist- 
ing of ft wife and two sons, to the country of Moab, not far dis- 
tant from their native city, Bethlehem-Judah or Ephratah, 
Elimelefii died in Moab, not very long after he sojourned there ; and 
his two sons, Chilion and Mahlon, took them wives of the women 
of Moab, and dwelled there about ten years. Such unions were 
contrary to the given Law of God ; and we may infer that, not- 
withstanding the virtue and attractions of those selected, the act 
itself an disobedience was displeasing in the sight of the Lord, 
from the early deaths, witliout leaving children, of Elimelech'a 
two sons. Tills, however, is a mere suggestion which may or 
may not be, and does not infer Divine displeasure against either 
Orpah or Ruth ; as those not under the Law were not bound by 
its instructions. 

During the lifetime of her husband and sous, we hear nothing 
of Naomi ; but it is by her conduct and sentiments in adversity, 
and the strong affection borne towards her by her daughtera-in- 
la,w, that we may judge of her previous character. 

A faithful wife, an aflfectionate motber-^enlle, meek, trusting 
— man'festing a simi le gulelens piety in every relation, everj' 
eiwumstance of life such she must have been or we should not 
find uer m afflict on the character which the Word of God 
disphja. 

It IS not always in prosperity that we d^cover the true graces 
of a sj iritual character Ihe quiet, unostentatious difchai^e of 
domestic duty — the fund unwavering affections of domestic life 
— these '*tiilte us n t nay we often piss them by, wondering 
at the simplicity and tame sj intednew which can rest content in 
such unexciting scenes But when adversity comes and strength 
and piPty is to an eitraordin iry degree displayed then it is we 
learn that it is in unescilmg scenes woman's character is best 
inivtured ; and we may chance to envy those whom we had 
before almost despised. 

The heart of the Hebrew widow yearned towards that lovely 
land, from which she had baen so long a willing exile for her 
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husband and children's sake — yearned towards it, for it was tit^ 
land of lier brethren, where the Lord had set up His only 
Tabernacle ; where His law had assured her of His especial pro- 
tecljon — for she was a widow in Israel ; where her full heart 
could pour ilaelf before Hin; in the congregation of her people 
— could worship Him in all points according to His law. In 
Moab she was alone of her race and fiiith. No wonder she 
yearned once more to rest in her nafive land; or that, lonely 
and aged as she was, she should yet set forth on the weary way. 
Another reason, also, might thus have ui^ed her : she heard 
that "the Lord had visited His people with bread," and, there- 
fore, she was no longer guiltless in continuing to sojourn in a 
heathen land. 

Accompanied by her daughters, she departed from " tlie place 
where she was ;" but, after going some little way together, she 
tenderly besought them to return, each to .ler mother's house, 
praying that the Lord might deal kindly with them, even as they 
had dealt with the dead and with her; andgrant them eaclt rest 
and peace, with a husband of their own people. Then she kissed 
them, and they lifted up their voices and wept, saying, " We will 
surely return with thee unto thine own people." They had 
lived with her ten years — a long period for the character and 
conduct to have been tried — and we see wliat Naomi's must 
have been, by the grief of her two daughters — unable to part 
with her, even to return to their own parents. To Naomi, such 
separation must also have been a heavy trial ; but she was too 
unselfish to wish them to accompany her to a land of strangers. 
"With renewed tenderness, then, she sought to turn them from 
their purpose, telling them she might no longer give them hus- 
bands ; thus alluding to the law of her people, which commands 
the brother or nearest kinsman of the deceased to take unto him- 
self the childless wife ; and then only do we hear this meek and 
pious mother in Israel revert to her heavy affliction. " It griev- 
eth me much, fur your sakes, that the hand of the Lord is gone 
out agwnst me." She recognised the hand of the Lord, and 
met her individual sorrows not only with uncomplaining resig- 
nation, but feeling yet more deeply for her daughters than for 
herself and seeking to console them — leaving her own consola- 
tion to Him who had smitten and would heal. No wonder that 
her fond words increased their grief and bade them weep ag^n: 
but the effect on the sisters was different Orpah was one of the 
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manv, feeling painfully at the moment, passionately desirous to 
evince that she felt, but liable to he easily diverted from her pur- 
pose. Penetrating no deeper than the surface, she, perhaps, 
tielieved Naomi's words as neither desiring nor requiring her 
further company; and, therefore, repeatedly she kissed hei 
mother-in-law and wept, hut at length turned back to her own 
home. Much as she loved the aged Naomi, earnestly as she 
wished to serve her, she Lad not sufficient firmness and steadi- 
ness of character to act of herself, and set at naught the persua- 
tions of aflection. Gentle and yielding, it was easier for her U> 
ffrieve than to act ; and is not this the nature of many women ! 
They fear fo abide by their own judgment when two idternatives 
are presented to them. They hesitate and linger, fearing to 
commit themselves by decision, and so are guided by a breath. 
Accustomed to express all their own impulses and feelings with- 
out regarding others, such natures cannot possibly imderstand 
those firmer and less selfish ones, who would do violence to their 
own wishes, to secure what may seem the greater share of hap- 
piness for- another. That Orpah was one of these, solves her 
conduct far more justly and agreeably than to suppose her, a^ 
many do, merely professing a love and regret which she could, 
not really feel — else, she too would have followed Naomi. 
Orpah was woman in her weakness; Ruth, woman in her 
tlrength ; and both are as beautifully true to woman's nature 
now as then, 

Ruth's owe unselfish character gave her the clue to her 
mother-in-law's words. She could understand that Naomi 
might persuade them to return home, and yet cling to them as 
her last lies on earth. To Kutfi action was batter than passive 
grief, deeds than the tenderest words; and, therefore, when 
Naomi besought her to follow ler sister-in-law, and return to 
her own people, Ruth's sole answer was couched ia words 
exquisitely illustrative of the deep tenderness, the firm devo- 
tion, the beautiful deference of her individual character : — 
" Entreat me not to leave thee, or (o return from following 
thee. Whither thou goest, I will go ; and where thou lodges^ 
! will lodge. Thy people shall be nay people, and thy God my 
God. Where thou diest, I will die, and there will I be buried. 
The Lord do so fo me, and more also, if aught hut death part 
me and thee 1 " 

Not the most carefully studied oration cowld breathe more 
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undying;, changeless, self-submitting devotion, than these few 
and simple words. Naomi was evidently poor. The riches of 
the Hebrews did Dot consist then of such wealth as would pro- 
vide for their families after their death ; land and its produce 
constituted their possessions ; and these, where there were no 
males to cultivate, could not prevent the female survivors {mm 
being poor as well as bereaved. Naomi's return to her own 
laud would, of course, according to the law of God, secure her 
provision ; but in the constant rebellion and disobedience of the 
peop!e,it was precarious and uncertain — she might not even be 
recognised by her countrymen, so long a time had elapsed since 
she had left Epbratali. By ber earnest entreaties for her 
daughters to return, it is evident that sufficiency and comfort 
marked their own homes. Yet Ruth unhesitatingly resigned 
them all to share her mother-in-law's fate, wliatever it might be. 
Bidding farewell to the friends, scenes, and associations of her 
youth, not for a time, but for a hfe, some cause for this pure 
devoted love there must have been. Euth's simple words not 
only reveal the beauty of her own character, but that of the 
aged Naomi. Affefitipn is.ever the impulse to devotion and 
unselfi shness. The human heart ever needs, something to which 
so to cling a3 to be drawn out from self, and Ruth moa. not 
a character to devote her affections and energies to an unworthy 
object. We know what the character of IJaomi must have 
been in those ten or twelve years of which we hear nothing, 
by the simple devotedness of Ruth in her adversity. 

And what a comfort to that lone heart must have been the 
soothing words and "steadfast mindedness" of the Moabitish 
damsel. Must not she whom we shall find, under every circum- 
stance of joy or grief, looking to the Lord alone, and tracing 
all tilings from His Almighty hand, have felt this comfort came 
from him — and that even then she had not trusted in vain. 
In the nVidst of affliction Ho sent consolation ; in her deepest 
loneliness, raised up an earthly friend. Here, as we have 
already seen in the love of Isaac for Rebekah, we find the ten- 
der compassion of the Eternal for His creatures manifested in 
giving human comfort; He not only pours spiritual balm into 
the bleeding heart, but provides some being on whom its qui* 
Tering afteetions may again find rest, and whose faithful l6ve 
shall till the aching void. To the bereaved wife and mother, 
left in her old age alone, a withered tree from which every leaf 
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and flower ha^ gone, with no hope of ever hearing more, Euth'a 
affection must have been indeed a precious halm. Without 
her, Naomi had been alone, and oh, at all times, liow fearful is 
the suffering included in that word ! Yet more in the adver- 
sity of bereaTeineot and old age ! 

We do not hear how long the travellers journeyed, but Holy 
Writ simply, yet forcibly, brings before us the wonder and sym- 
pathy excited by the Uetlileheraites on Naomi's return, " and 
It came 'to pass, when they were come to Bethlehem, that all 
the city was moved about them, and tbey said, ' la this 
Naomi ! ' " Can we not fancy the whole city flocking to ,ook 
upon the travellers, to discover if indeed the rumor of Naomi's 
return could be correct — and anxious, if it were, to give her 
kindly welcome ! Struck by her look of years and sorrow, 
remembering her only as the feir aad pleasant-looking wife of 
Elimelech, then in her freshest prime, marvelling one to another, 
can this indeed he Naomi ? It is a complete picture of that 
primitive union of family and tribe, peculiar to early Judaism. 
Men were not then so engrossed with self, as to feel no sympa- 
thy, no interest, out of their own confined circle. They could 
spare both time and feeling to " be moved " at the return of a 
country-woman, who had been absent so long ; and to grieve 
with her at those heavy afllictions which caused her to reply to 
their eager greetings, " Call me not Naomi, call me Mara, for 
the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me ; I went out full, 
and the Lcri hath brought me home again empty. Why then 
call ye me Naomi, seeing that the Lord hath testified against 
me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me ? " 

Again we find Naomi in meek submission referring all the 
events of her life to her God, yet uttering no complaint ; she 
alludes to her heavy afflictions indeed, -^alludes to them as 
a^iciions, as God himself ordained — not as some enthusiasts 
would seek to persuade us, that all bereavements are to be con- 
sidered joys, and so received with thankspving and praise, that 
pain is not to be pain, if sent by the hand of the Lord. This is not 
the spirit of the Jewish religion, as taught and practised in the 
Bible. Our Fatlier demands not such violence done to the 
heart which He hath so mercifully and so wisely stored with 
such vast capabilities of pleasure and of pain. He demands 
not that sorrow is to be looked on as joy, and joy to be despised 
Rs leading ua far from Him. When He tries us in affliction, 
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where would be its spiritual improvement in laith and submia- 
BJon, if we are to welcome it as joy ! Where would ba the 
trial of pain, if it be not pain ? No 1 God loves us too well to 
forbid lie heaLng and saving influence of ihat holy grief, 
which, without detaching us from the sweet and lovely lioKs of 
earth that He Himself vouchsafed, will yet lead us to Him, 
convinced that He afflicts for our eternal good ; that He acts, 
even in bereavement, through Hia changeless love, and that Ho 
who smote, in His own time will heal. No sorrow has yet 
been soothed by the vain philosophy which would seek to 
lessen either its pang or its extent. The sufferer must weep 
and mourn awhile ; but if it be in the spirit of Naomi there 
will still be comfort found. 

Naomi makes no complaint ; but how deeply she feels the 
contrast between her return to, and her departure from, Bethle- 
hem, we read in her shrinking from the name of her youth, 
which, signifying pleasantness, sweetness, and grace, too piun- 
fuUy recalled the days when those terms were applicable, not 
only to the charms of her personal character, but the pleasant- 
ness and sweetness of her daily life. Bitterness and sadness 
were more applicable to her present lot, than the sweetness and 
joyanee which had characterized it heretofore ; and therefore 
she bids them- call her Mara — but it is not complaint ; it is but 
the natural shrinking of humanity from the memory of the past, 
contrasted with the suffering of the present. 

It was at the beginning of the barley harvest Naomi and her 
daughter-in-law arrived at Bethlehem. There, it appears from 
the context, the former sought a retired and very humble dwell- 
ing. Notwithstanding that she had a wenlthy kinsman, of the 
family of EJimeleeh, who, had she applied to him, was hound 
by the law to g^ve her all the relief she needed, the gentle, 
unassuming nature of the widow preferred retirement and lowli- 
ness, to clairiinff the attention of her wealthy kinsman. The 
contrast between their respective positions was too great; and 
how heautifally does this shrinking from making herself known 
to Boaz, or even from revealing his existence to Ruth, betray 
her gentle dignity ! — and that self-esteem, ever proceeding from 
true piety. The character of Naomi is consistent in all its parts, 
forcibly marking one who, from youth to age, was found true 
to herself and to her God. 

The holy narration telh, us, that " it was Ruth's hap to light 
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on a part of the field belonging to Eoaz." nad she known hia 
near connexion, her refinement and deUcacy of feeling would 
hare led her to any other field in preference. The whole scene 
which follows is a most beautiful illustration of tte domestic 
manners and customs of the early Jews, and all in exact accord- 
ance with the given law. The kind snd condliaftiry manner 
of Boflz, " the mighty man of wealth," to his dependents ; his 
salutation, and their reply ; evince how completely the thought 
and recollection of the God of Israel was entwined with the 
daily work of his people. The intimate acq^uaintanca which 
Boaz must havo had with all his household, male and female, 
from his instant discovery of the youthful stranger, ard the 
reply of the reapers, all breathe a refinement and civilization of 
feeling and action, found at this period only amidst the people 
of the Lord. 

Boaz confirmed the kindness of his dependents, by address- 
ing Kuth in words of such gentle courtesy, peculiarly adapted 
to reassure and soothe her. He not only tells her to glean in 
his field alone — there was no need for her lo go further — but 
io abide by his maidens, thus removing unconsciously all pain- 
ful feelings on her being a Moabitish stranger, which would keep 
her aloof. He told her, too, to follow close after the reapers, 
that she should receive neither harshness nor insult, and when 
she was athirst, to drink freely from that which the young men 
had drawn. 

With the respect ever proffered to real goodness, and 
astonished at such unexpected kindness, Ruth replied in words, 
the meekness and humility of which increased Boaz's preposses- 
sion in her favor, and confirmed all which rumor had already pro- 
claimed concerning her. " Why have I found grace in thy eyes," 
she said, " that thou shouldst take this knowledge of me, seeing 
I am a stranger!" And how must her heart have throbbed 
with natural pleasure at Boaz's rejoinder, " It hath been fully 
showed me all that thou hast done unto thy icother-in-law, 
since the death of thine husband : how thou hast left, father and 
mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a 
people which thou knewest not heretofore. The Lord recom- 
pense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord 
God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust," 
Deserved approbation is sweet, however some stern Stoics may 
eav that virtue is its own reward, and if conscience approve* 
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we need no more. Eutli must at once have felt that it was noi 
the mere kindness springinf; from a fcood heart, which dictated 
Boaz's conduct to her, but that she was known and appreciated, 
stranger as she was, A coarser and mors worldly nature than 
that of Boaz, even while it equally benefited, would have 
exalted itsdf, not the heing it sewed ; would have manifested 
kindness only because it would obtain personal prsuse, and care 
little for the 'feeling of the person served. Boaz, on the con- 
trary, removed the idea of obligation to himself by elevating 
Ruth, and making her believe that to her own virtue, not lo his 
kindness, she owed the attention she received. "Let me stlli 
find favor in thy sight, my lord," was her grateful reply ; " for 
thou hast comforted me, and hast spoken friendly to thy hand- 
maid, though I be not like oue of thine own handmaidens." We 
never find Euth forgetting her origin, nor in any way assuming 
the privileges which her acceptance of and belief in Naomi's 
God might naturally have assigned her ; a lowliness which 
secured her, unasked, the privileges which, from a contrary 
conduct, would, no doubt, have been refused. 

Not content with desiring her freely to share the meal pro- 
vided for his reapers, Boaz himself reached her the " parched 
corn," — seeing that she ate till she was sufficed ; and when she 
rose up again to glean, he gave orders to let her glean amid 
the sheaves, and reproach Her not, and also " to let (all some 
handfuls on purpose for her." His generosity, and her own 
perseverance, enabled her to take home an ephah of barley. 
And Naomi, eager to bring her child refreshment, not knowing 
how she might have fared during the day, " brought forth and 
gave to her the food which she had reserved for her :" affeetJon- 
ately asking from her, at the same Ijme, where and what she 
had gleaned, and fervently blessing him who had thus taken 
knowledge of her, Ruth's reply elicited a burst of thanksgiving 
from Naomi. " Blessed be tlie Lord, who hath not left off Ilia 
kindness to the living and the dead." She felt it was no chaiioe, 
but her (Jod, who had guided Ruth to the field of their king- 
man, and infused his heart with kindness towards her. Con- 
■yinced now that their resloratJon to their rights would be 
brought about by the direct agency of her God, she no longer 
scrupled to impart to Ruth the near relationship of Boaz; and 
when Euth repeated his .-njunctions, to keep fast by his young 
men until they had ended all his harvest, Naomi, still tracing 
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Jivino ogeticy, gladly replied, " It is good, my daughter, that 
thou go out with Ilia maidens, that they meet thee not in any 
other dald." And Ruth, in unquestioning obedience, " kypt fast 
by the maidens of Boaz, to glean unto the end of the barley 
and wheat harvest, and dwelt with her mother-in-law." Not 
all that was in all probability reported of her devotion and 
beauty, could tempt ner to turn aside from her lowly path of 
usefulness aud good. Novelty and change could have had no 
glare for her, or she might have restlessly longed to join the 
gleaners of other fields. She was too grateful for the friendly 
kindness of Boaz, too devoted to her mother-in-law, to wish to 
go beyond the field of the former, or the humble house of the 
latter. " Where thou lodgest I will lodge." she had said, and 
her words were but the index of her actioni. 

But the time had now come when her earthly lot was to 
undei^o a material change. Naomi, who had, in all probability, 
passed the intervening days in thought and prayer, determined 
on seeking the rest and prosperity of her devoted daughter, 
according to the dictates of the law. She therefore gave Kuth 
the necessary directions — directions which to us may appear 
strange, and even revolting, but which seem, in the time of 
Naomi, to have been authorized by custom, and therefore con- 
taining nothing whatever indelicate or forward. To Ruth, as a 
Moabitess, the whole proceedings might have felt unusual, and 
perhaps even painful ; but we have neither remark nor hesita- 
tjon. She asks not wherefore, but simply says, "All that thou 
sayest unto me I will do." She had proved the affection and 
wisdom of her mother-in-law much too long to doubt them now, 
however her own feelings and judgment might shrink from the 
course of laon proposed. Naomi's influence had ever been that 
o / no of authority, and therefore was she ever sure of 
unq e on ng obedience. 

llun a means Naomi refused not to adopt, but still she left 

h n end of these means to the justice and mercy of her 

G d *^he knew that in His hand was the heart of Boaz, and 

th e he merely told Ruth how to obtain his attention, 

a him " to tell thee what thou shalt do ;" convinced 

h he Lord, in whom she triistcci, would order the end 
ft t. 

Al took place as she had anticipated. 

Wakmg m terr->r at midnight — a terror not a little increased 
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by finding some one lying at his feet — Boaz demanded, " Who 
art thou J" and received such a reply as at once calmed his 
aSright, and roused him to a renewal of all the nobleness and 
generosity of his character. Some of our Hebrew translators of 
this book suppose Ruth's words, " Spread, therefore, thy skirt 
over thine handmaid, for thou art a near kinsman," to signify, 
" Give me thy protection as a husband ;" and, as such, was in 
esact accordance with the law ; we rather incline towards tlie 
opinion. 

The reply of Boaz reassured the trembling suppliant; for 
steadily she had adbered to the straight path of duty, " follow- 
ing neither young men, neither rich nor poor," so that the whole 
dty "knew that she was a virtuous woman." He proceeded to 
inform her that he was indeed their near kinsman, hut there 
was one still nearer, whose duty it was to perform the husband's 
part ; but that if he refused, even he, Boaz, pledged himself to 
do so, as the Lord liveth, bidding her lie down till morning; 
but ere the day broke so that one could recognise another, Ruth 
rose to depart, encouraged fo to do by him with whom she ha<l 
BO fearlessly trusted herself, and whose care for her reputation 
was tender and thoughtful as a brother's. Nor'did he send her 
away empty. Fearful lest she and her mother-in-law might be 
in want ere the business could be settled, ho filled her veil with 
six measures of barley, with which she returned to her home ; 
and Naomi bid her sit calmly down until they knew how the 
matter would fall. 

There is no need to transcribe the events detailed in t!io 
fourth chapter, from the 1st to the 12th verse. A reference to 
the word of God ilself is all that is needed on the part of our 
readers, to impress them forwbly witb the beautiful picture of 
the manners and customs of our ancestors which, it presents. 
The grtte of the city was always the place of public judgment, 
that all the people might be aware of what was going on, and 
give their suffrages, and witness for or against, Thitiier Boaz 
repaired the very next morning after his interview with Ruth, 
and sat him down, waiting the appearance of the person he haa 
named as the nearer of kin than himself. He hailed him on 
his approach, and the man willingly turned aside from his 
intended path, and sat down by the gate. Boaz next assembled 
ten elders, and stated his business. The field which Naomi 
wished disposed of, the kinsman seemed willing to redeem ; hut 
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tbe reiBaiuder of Lis duty, to raise up the name of the dead to 
Lis inheritance, he I'efused, on the, plea that to do so would 
interfere with his own inheritance; requiring Boa?, in conse- 
quence, 10 redeem the right for himself, as he, the nearest kins- 
man, could not ; loosening at the same time his shoe, or glove, 
as some commentators believe, and giving it to Lis neighbor, ai 
condrmation of his words. Boaz then addressed the elders and 
the people, bidding them be witness that he had purchased of 
the hand of Baorai all that was Elimelech, Chilion, and MaL- 
lon's, and Ruth, the wife of Mahlon, to be his wife, that he might 
raise up the name of the dead, and so let it not be cut off from 
his h h , or the gate of his place. And the elders of the 
p pi b e witness joyfully, coupled with earnest aspirations 
th h Lord might make the woman he had chosen, like 
I a h 1 nd like Leah, who had huilt up the house of Israel ; 
and ha L himself might "do worthily in Ephratah, and be 
fam u n ISethiehem." 

And he was: for as the greatgrandfather of David, the 
name of boaz must indeed be still famous in Judai, and dear 
to Israel The uncompliuEing submission and lowly trust of 
Haomi, and the filial obedience and devotion of Ruth, were 
both alike rewarded ; for tlie latter not only became the wife 
of the generous and noble-minded Boaz, but, in due course of 
time, God granted her a son ; and Naomi, who had believed 
herself but a withered branch, to which neither joy nor fruitful- 
aess might ever return, " took the child, and laid it on her 
bosom, and became nurse to it." We may read in the lively 
greetings of the women of Bethlehem, the joy which tins event 
occasioned, and their affectionate sympathy in Naomi's previous 
affliction. "Blessed be the Lord," they said, "who hath not 
left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may bo 
famous in Israel. And he shall be unto thee a restorer of life, 
and a nourlsher of thine old age, for thy daughter-in-law, mho 
loveth thee, and who is better to ikee than seven sons, hath 
borne him." 

How beautifully do these words express Ihe women of Israel s 
appreciation and love of the gentle Moabitess ! The babe 
would be a restorer of Naomi's life, and a cherisher of her old 
age, Jbr he -was Ruth's son. She who had been to Naomi 
better than seven sons (in the Hebrew the number is unlimited), 
would not fail to rear up her child in such virtue and holinesa 
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as "Would make Lis name incleed precious in Israel, and a bless- 
ing (o his grandmotJier. S"or can we doubt tiiat thy affection 
and devotedness marking their mutual intercourse in adversitF, 
was lessened in prosperity. The love ivliich had been so 
mutually proved was not likely to decrease, but would rather 
deepen with every passing year. 

With the genealogy of Boaz, down to David, this most inter- 
esting book concludes; and before we proceed to notice the 
beautiful lessons of domestic life which it inculcates, we would 
endeavor to prove bow mistaken is the objection, sometimes 
brought forward, that Kuth, a Moabitess, should have been the 
ancestress of David, the elected servant of the Lord. When 
Ruth resigned alike home, parents, and the gods of her youth, 
she voluntarily engrafted herself upon the children of God ; and 
we know that such engrafting was permitted, not only from the 
Law, but from its after-explanation by the prophets. In the 
Law we repeatedly find the command to save the virgins aliee, 
even of those nations whom they were commanded to extermi- 
nate, that they might be brought to the worship of the One 
true God, and multiply Israel. In the Prophels we read, that 
those of the stranger, whether male or female, who voluntarily 
accepted the covenants of the Lord, and kept His sabbalha and 
appointed feasts and ordinances, even had they been only 
eunuchs before, were {see Isaiah, chap. kvi. S-8), instead of 
being despised, to receive a place and a name in His house, 
better even than sons and daughters, an everlasting name 
which sb^U not be cut off, to be brought to the holy mountain, 
and made joyful in His house of prayer; and their' burnt-offer- 
ings and sacrifices, the essential privilege of the Holy People, 
acceptwl on God's altar. In the Law, too, we find repeated 
injunctions, — " love ye the stranger, tor yo were strangers in 
the land of Egypt ;" and by the whole history of Ruth wo sea 
how precisely this law was obeyed. She was one of those com- 
ing under the denomination of "the stranger," and who yet, 
from her acceptance of the Lord's sabbaths, covenants, &c., all 
of which is implied in her own words, "thy God shall be my 
God," deserved and received tiie prii'ileges enumerated above. 

She was yet more than a daughter in His sight, because her 
acceptance of, and obedience to the Law, were entirely voluntary; 
cot merely received from education and as heritage. That God 
is no respecter of persons, we read throughout the whole of His 
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ctangeless word. Faithfulness and virtue, the heart, — but 
neither birth nor appearance — ai'e valued by Him. And when, 
therefore, Kutb turns from all the associittions and scenes of her 
youth, to adopt and accept the religion of Naomi, and faithfully 
serve her God, she is in act no ionger a Uoabitess (and is only 
called so to designate her as a stranger amidst Israel), but as 
worthy, if not even more so, to be the ancestress of David, than 
the lineal descendMita of Abraham, who were Israelites, because 
God had selected them so to be ; mit for their own sakes, or 
their own worth, but simply for the love He bore, and the pro- 
mise He made unto His favored servants. Ruth became an 
Israelite from voluntary adoption. Her filial devotion and 
reverence was the most exquisite illustration of how she not 
only accepted, but obeyed the Law; and, from the character 
of David, still more than even his selection, we may easily infer 
how faithfully she not only obeyed the Law herself, but trans- 
mitlcd it to her descendants. That the Eternal should have 
selected a king whose great-grandmother was of Moabitisb 
descent, cannot, then, we think, with any justice be brought 
forward as matter either of wonder or objection. If it were 
unlawful for any stranger to he engrafted upon Israel we should 
not find so many laws regarding " the stranijer" in the Mosaic 
code itself nor their practical commentary in Isaiah, as quoted 
above. Her virtue and goodness gave her favor in the sight 
alike of God and man, and rendered her worthy of being tha 
ancestress of that holy line whence the Mesdab himself will 
spring — while her voluntary acceptance of the God, and of 
course the faith, of Naomi, removed from her own Moabitisb 
birth all reproach, and gave her yet a dearer name iii the eyes 
of God and of His people than even that of daughter. 

To us, as women of Israel, the whole hook of Ruth teems 
with unspeakable consolation and support. It is a picture so 
vivid o£ Uie manners, customs, aye, and even feelings of Israel at 
that period, that even Gentile writers are stiuck by it, and refer 
to it with high eulogiums on its touching beauty and impressive 
truth. Shall we then value it less, and refuse to draw from it 
the strong confirmation which it contiuns of our contested point 
— the refined and elevated position of the women of brael 
themselves, and the tender yet respectful consideration with 
which they were regarded by their breUiren ! "Will any on» 
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point of Naomi's character permit us to suppose, that durin* 
her husband's lifetime she was merely 3 slave, with neither reS 
gioua, moral, nor intellectual training 3 Had she been such in 
iibmelech 3 lifetime, such she must have remdned. Instend of 
which, from her determination fo return to her own land and 
worship her God once more amongst her own people, we per- 
ceive that she was a woman of strong mind and unfailing 
energy ; while from the affection of both her sons' wives, and 
the devotion of one, we must equally infer that she possessed, 
and in her domestic duties must have displayed, such winning 
and amiable qualities, as to call such affection fortli; these 
characteristics, and all which follow— the refined and retiring 
dignity, the correct jud^ent, and also the patient faith in her 
trod— all were quite incompatible with a degraded position 
either individually or socially. It is very clear, then, that not 
in any received Law of Israel could the position of the women 
of Israel have been that which our enemies so ignorantly report 
li two Laws were in action at this period, one must have been 
an exact repetition of the other, or in a book like that of Ruth, 
BO stnkmgly illushative of the national character and customs, 
some difference must have been discernible. 

If, then, the charge on modem Judaism be really founded on 
apparent ti'uth, it must be a state of things brought about by 
the awful horrors of persecution, and their natural effect in nar- 
rowing and brutiilizing the human mind. In ail that relates to 
Kuti too, we see the real light in which the Hebrew woman 
was regarded, very clearly. We should not find her filial devo- 
bonand individual goodness so appreciated by all the Bethle- 
lieinites, female as well as male, were not virtue and goodness 
in woman subjects of admiration, of cherishing, and respect. It 
was not only in obedience to the Law, which commanded love 
and kindness to be shown towards the stranger, that Boaz so 
encouraged and cherished her when first gleanino- in his field 
He expressly states the wherefore, because of her devotion to her 
mother^an-law, and her having given up her father's gods to 
accept Him under whose wings she had come to trust. " A full 
reward shall be ^ven thee from the Lord," he says ; thus mark- 
ing her as accepted and cherished by God as well as man. The 
most reverential yet fatherly care marks the whole of his con- 
duct towards her ; and here we see veiy strongly marked th« 
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obedieuce to tlie law instituted fw tho benefit of the stranger; 
he not only "showed kindness," but literally left for her the 
" gleanings of his field." 

The third chapter of the sacred story most emphatically proves 
the superiority of morality and dvilization in Israel, over the 
known world. In what other nation could Ruth have so trusted 
herself, as she did to the honor and justice of Boaz ! How fully 
must Naomi have been assured of the safety of her child, or how 
could she have counselled such a mode of proceeding ) and how 
completely she was justified in her confidence, we read in Boaz'a 
anxiety to save Ituth from all insulting remarks, by letting it 
"not be known that a woman had been to the floor." 

Again, in Boaz'a instant pursuance of Rutli's suit, we very 
clearly perceive that women must have been considered of some 
account; and also another important point in a national view, 
Boaz's exact obedience lo the formula of the Law, in calling the 
nearest kinsman to give his attention to the subject, and decide, 
notwithstanding his own evident anxiety to obtain Buth as 
his wife, unquestionably proves, that. as the Law was so strictly 
kept in one ^ini, so it would be in all; and consequently there 
could have been, neither practically nor theoretically, any one 
single statute to the disparagement of woman. 

The very joy of the whole people in Boaz's decision to mate 
Kuth his wife ; their hearty congratulations, and earnest wishes for 
hii welfare, and hers, that she might be as Leah and Rachel ; the 
delight of the women, and their joyous sympathy with Naomi 
at the unexpected issue to all her misfortunes ; all prove tho 
beautiful unity and love marking the people of the Lord. All 
seemed to vie with each other in making their respective tribes 
as one affectionate family, bound by the same ties, hoping the 
same hope, trusting the same God, weeping with those that wept, 
and rejoicing with those that joyed. 

Such a stata of things could never have existed if the women 
of Israel bad not been, morally, spiritually, and intellectually, on 
a perfect equality with man. 

Regarding the book of Ruth in its final bearings — that is, as 
it concerns women in general — we are particularlj^ struck with 
the exquisite lesson of maternal and filial affection which it 
teaches The beauty of Ruth's words and actions Bometimea 
occupies attention alone, to the exclusion of the tenderness charac- 
teiizmg Kiomi, which, to our feelings, Ls equally touching 
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and impressive. Ruth's determination to quit lior own land, 
her parents, and their gods, was indeed one of beautiful self- 
devotion ; but it was evidently love, not duty, which impelled 
i*, and that love must have been called forth by the tenderness 
Bhe had originally received. Seldom is the lovo of the young 
excited to such an extent towards an elder, unless by aSecticn 
and appredation from that elder, invited so to love ; and not 
only invited but retained by unwavering kindness and regard. 
That such feelings had always actuated Naotii towards her 
daughter-in-law, we infer, from the caressing tenderness with 
which, in all that passes between them, she invariably addressed 
her. We never can read either coldness or indifference, much 
less the harsh mistrust, breathing often more in tone than actual 
words, which sometimes characterizes the manner of an elder 
towards a younger. All she says, either in persuasion to return, 
or in advice or inquiry, is with the same caressing love. In her 
bringing forth on Ruth's return the remains of the day's meal, 
whiwi she had been compelled to take while Euth was absent, 
how touoliingly we read the love lingering with her absent child, 
the thought of saving for her the evening meal, and bringing it 
with eager haste the moment Ruth appeared, not knowing bow 
she might have fared during the hot and weary day. 

Oh ! while we would have our young sisters imitate, as they 
cannot iail to love, the conduct of Ruth, will not their elders do 
well to ponder on, and imitate, the tenderness of Naomi ? 
Youth will not, cannot iove, a pure unselfish love, unless invited 
so to do ; no, not even in the sanctuary of home, not even 
parents, unless love, not only felt but displaced in confidence 
and caressing kindness, marks the parental conduct. Duty done 
on either side is not enough, for it is not according to the spirit 
of the Lord, and of His word. There love predominates, and so 
should it predominate in the homes of His children. We do not 
deny that it does, but we would have it displayed as well as felt, 
by every member of that hallowed temple, home. Brothers and 
sisters, parents and children, twined together in that sacred 
silvery link, unbroken even by death ; for they know it is immor- 
tal. Love not only felt, but breathing in every tone, and 
actuating every deed ; confidence and trust — mutually given, 
mutually felL How thrice blessed would such things make 
home ! The parental heart would not then bleed in secret, at 
what seems like neglect and unkindness, if not an utter want of 
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love. Not would the young spirit sbrink within itselt cliiOed 
and sad — yearning for aSection spoken as well aa felt ; and 
utterly unconscious how truly and how deeply they may still 
be loved. How diSereut is that homo where no gentle word is 
heard — no caress asked for, or voluntarily bestowed — no inter- 
cbange of mutual thought ; but each member walks alone, seek- 
ing no sympathy save irom the stranger, caring not to shed one 
flower on the parental hearth, and believing they have no place 
in the parental heart save as a child, words of which, until they 
are parents themselves, thoy know nof, guess not, the unutterable 
meaning, flow different is such a home to that where love ia 
visible.' Where parents and, as its natural consequence, chil- 
dren vie with each other, as to who can prove it most ; and by 
the words and manners of daily life, throw such it beautiful halo 
even over its cares and sorrows, aa inexpressibly heightens its 
sweettst joys. 

There are some to doubt the love that dwells in caressing 
words and a loving manner. Yet why should it he doubted, 
tiltits absence has been proved? Why should the gentla 
power be despised, which will make daily life happier, and so 
inexpressibly soothe the sickness and sorrow which ask but love 
alone. No ! It is the icy surface we must doubt, for never yet 
were there wann and unselfish loving hearts, who could think 
it necessary to suppress such fund emotions in the sweet sanctu- 
ary of home. It is the cold at heart who never give doitteslic 
aflectjons vent, and can therefore never hope so to attract tho 
young, as to rouse them to evince the love they could havefelT 
or proffer more than the cold, dull routine of dfuly duty. IVe 
nuist love to be loved — we must evince that love, would we so 
unite yung hearts to our own, as, if needed, to sacrifice all of 
self for us, or to devote life, energy, hope, all to our service. 
Would w ! have our daughters Ruths, we must be Naomis ; we 
have no right, no pretence, to demand more than we evince, as 
well as give. Reserve, coldness, command, may win us duty, 
but duty in the domestic drcle is a poor substitute for love. 
Even kindness in act is often undervalued, nay, absolutely 
unknown, if it be not hallowed by the kindness of manner and 
of word. In the world, words and manner may be deceiving, but 
not in the temple of home ; for the love which would there 
dictate kindness of manner must equally incite kind deeds. 
The iaIUr may exist without the former, and if only one may 
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have existence, wo may grant the superiority of good deeds 
though there are some griefs, some trials, which kindly wordi 
may soothe, where acttim has no power. Oh I let us unite the 
two as Ruth and Naomi — and however dark and troubled our 
earthly course, a light will shine within our homes, which bo 
Borrow, nor care, nor even death, will have power to darken or 
remove. God is Love — the spirit of His word is Love ; and 
would we indeed walk according to His dictates. Love, proved 
alike in word and deed, must be the Guardian Aiigel of oui 



CHAPTER VI. 



In the history of the Jews by Josephus, the story of HanuiUi 
is mentioned as taking place before that of Kuth. We pre^ei 
following the arrangement of the Bible, although it is not 
improbable that Ruth and Hannah lived much at the same 
time ; for we find the son of Hannah, when a very old man 
visiting the grandson of Ruth, then in his prime, to choose from 
his household his yonngest bom as the anointed of the Lord, 
The period of the existence of these two beautiful female cha- 
rades ia in itself of little importance ; but it is interesting to 
trace the intimate connexion of their descendants, thrown 
together as they were so closely in after life. 

There was a certain man, living iu the city of Rama Sophim 
of Mount Ephraim, auEphrathite by descent, named Elkanah, 
who had two wives, Hannah and Peninnah. It is a remarkable 
feet, that this is the very first mention of a man having two 
wives since the days of Jacob. Joseph," Moses, Aaron and hia 
sons, Caleb, Othniel, Lapidoth, Manoah, Elimelecb, ChilioD, and 
Mahlon, all had but one wife; a striking confirmation of our 
former assertion, that though polygamy was permitted, from its 
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being an. jmmetnorial usage, it teas not, in tho early days of 
Israel, considered a necessary part of their domestic policv ; and 
that almost every great and good man selected by the Eternal 
to work Hia will, before the monarchy, had but the one wife 
for whom the laws were given ; and so evinced, in tLeir own 
persons, the incipient dawnings of that more refined and 
elevated state of being and society, which in the natural progres- 
sion of humanity would undoubtedly ensue. 

The abuse of the permission to Lave more than one wife 
without transgressing tho Law, which grew to such an aivful 
height during the continuance of the monarchy, is no evidence of 
the degrading nature of the Law, but is the literal fulfilment of 
the threatened wrath of the Eternal, when the people insisted 
upon having an earthly king to rule over them, like other 
nations. That he would not only take unto himself their 
store and their fields, and their olive-yards and vineyards, but 
even their spns and their daughters to minister to Lis service 
and his pleasures; and, of course, the licentious conduct of tht 
sovereign would be followed by equal license in his subjects. 

But before the monarchy, though the people were ever in 
rebellion and disobedience, still no such domestic abuses had 
existence. Even when there were two wives, as in the case we 
are about to consider, ive find the beautiful laws, instituted for 
domestic equity and peace, entering and guiding a man's house- 
bold, as the Eternal had intended ia their bestowal. Yet even 
these, while they .prevented all justice on the part of the 
husband, could not entirely do away with the evils of a divided 
household, which Sacred Writ never tails to record for our 
warning. 

"And Elkanah, with his wives and household, went up out" 
of his aij yearly to worship and sacrifice unto the Lord in 
Shiloh," then the residence of God's holy ark, and of his priests, 
— Afractical confirmation of the law so to do, which we have 
already noticed. At these times, " he gaye to Peninnah his wife, 
and to all her sons and daughters, portions, but unto Hannah 
he gave a double portion ; for he loved Hannah : though the 
Lord had not granted her any children," — loved her for herself, 
even above Peninnah, though she had given him a goodly 
progeny, and Hannah had but her own gentle virtues, which 
were sufficient for her husband. 

But in Israel the denial of children was considered too sad a 
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reproach, too painfully i j roof of individnl unwortliness in tLa 
Bight of God, for the meek sp rit ot Hannali to endure it with- 
out bitter grief a gnel pimfully iggraiaWd by the provoca- 
tions of Ler more Ci>ored rival whose unliiod reproochea 
increased with every year tbst diminisbed H'^nnali's hope. 
Still, Holy Writ teila lis of no compUmt on the part of Hannah 
ag^nst Peniiinab As the more beloved by her husband, had 
she told him of the continual provocilons she received, she 
might have been sure of such interference as would bava 
effectually shieldwi her from them in future though at the 
expense of alienating Peninnah from her husband and causing 
domestic strife. But such i course ot acting wis not according 
to Hannah's character It was easier far to sufl r than to com- 
plain ; sweeter f.ir U> endure herself than seek revenge upon 
another. 

Each visit to Shiloh e\oite 1 Aiew the lej-roicbea of Penin- 
nah ; and as tbis took place some years bcfu o Elkinah noticed 
the deep grief cf his favorite wife we miy in •» decree suppose 
the extent of Hmnibs gentle forbeirmce Hers was no trial 
of a day, or even a mouth but of yea's and ein we imagine 
anything more trying to the heart and temper than to live 
with one whose tongue was ever bitter with reproach! because 
it ia not liltely that it was only during their visits to Sbiloh that 
"Peninnah provoked her sore, to make her fret," and provoked 
her for no fault ; for nothing which Hannah herself could 
remedy, but simply for being less favored by the Lord, And 
yet, how many are there like her ! How many love to reproach 
instead of soothe, as if sorrow and disappointment were the 
fault of the sufferers, not the loving sentence of tiio Lordl 
How many there are who thus make a daily life bitter to their 
fellows, instead of, as they might do, rendering grief less sad, 
and inexpressibly heightening joy. 

Their visits to Shiloh must have been fraught with deep 
suffering to Hannali. It was not only the signal of Peninnah'a 
^gravated unkindness ; but the very sight of all ber fellow- 
countrymen tracking to the temple of the Lord,* with their 
goodly show of sons and daugliters, must have made her pious 

• Though that house of God wliich we aro accustomed lo regard M 
liio Temple was not built till the reign of Solomon, tlie residence of ths 
Aik of God was always called tlic Templa. Pec 1 Sam. J. 9. 
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heart slirink deeper and deeper within itself m its own unspoken 
woe : and it is shown in her spirit's sad hut unmurmuring 
inquiry, " Why had tlie Lord whora she loved and sought to 
serve, so reproached and forsaken her !" That this was really 
the case, and her grief was never spoken, never found vent in 
reproachful words, we know by Elkanah's gently reproving 
address. " Hannah, why weepest thou V he said, " why eatest 
thou not ! and why is thy heart grieved ? Aro not I better to 
thee than ten sons !" Here there is no reference to anything 
but Hannah's visible sorrow, and to Elkanah's natural supposi- 
tion as to the cause of her grief; and in perfect accordance 
with the meek enduring beauty of her true womanly character, 
she makes no complaining answer. It would have been easy 
for her to exculpate herself for too repining sorrcw by invectives 
against her happier rival ; but she who had borne so much and 
so long, was far too spiritual for such petty revenge. Answer 
to man, save such as affection would dictate, the struggle to 
smile and be hapjiy for a loved one's sake, she made none; but 
sought relief, where alone it might be found, at the footstool of 
her God — woman's best and surest refuge. For bow may man, 
even when most loving, most beloved, so know the secret nature 
of a woman's heart, as to bring the balm it seeks, and give the 
strength it needs? Elkanah's words reveal the extent and 
troth of his love ; and had it not been for tlie daily provoca- 
tions of Peninnah, he might indeed have been to Hannah 
" uetfer than ten sons :" but she had griefe and trials of which 
he knew nothing, — peculiarly her own, as what woman has 
not! — snd these, in childlike faith and voiceless prayer, she 
brought unto her God. 

The condition of married women amongst the Jews, in the 
time of the Judgw, must have been perfectiy free and nnre- 
Btrained. We find her rising up after they had eaten ana 
drunk in Shiloh, and without even imparting her intentions to 
her husband, much less asking Lis consent, going perfectly 
nnatteiided and nnrehuked to the temple of the Lord. There, 
in bitterness of soul weeping, she prayed unto the Lord of 
Ilosts ; and, in perfect accordance with the Mosaic Law, which 
expressly provided for such emergencies, she vowed a vow, that 
if the Eternal would in His infinite mercy remember His hand- 
maid, and grant lier a male child, she would devote liira unt« 
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Ae Lord all the days of liis life, and not a razor sliould coui« 
near his head. 

But she prayed not aloud, nor in any stated formula of 
prayer ! ] j d m ly "w th heart dictated ; " she spoka 
in her h awh tntle touching language of Sciip- 

ture, — Cp Ij h 1 £ m d but her voice was not heird ; and 
Eli, the h h p t wh at h side one of the posts of the 
temple ma k d h m u h and hearing no word, combined 
with the agittted 6"ti b f L m, believed she was drunken, 
and, rep ahn^h balh jt her wine from her. 

It must have been an aggravition of her sorrow to find her- 
self so misunderstood by one, who, as high priest, she might 
with some justice beUeve would have required no esplanation 
OQ her part, but, in the name of the Etema!, have proffered her 
relief at once. Still we find notliing in her touchingly beautiful 
reply to evince a failing in the firm faith which brought her 
there. " No, my lord," she answered, " I am a woman of a 
sorrowful spirit ; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, 
but have poured out my soul before the Lord. Count not 
thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial ; for out of the abun- 
dance of my grief and complaint have I spoken hitherto. Then 
Eli answered and said, Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant 
thee thy petition that thou hast asked of Ilim ;" and, without 
doubt, without queaUon, Hannah simply answered, "Let thine 
handmiud find grace in thy sight," — meaning, to remoniber her 
in his prayers,^and then "she went her way, and did eat, and 
her countenance was no more sad." 

The exqniate lesson and consolation which these verses con- 
tain (1 Sam. i. 9-19) we will defer to our concluding observa- 
tions, now merely narrating the history itself. At the conclusion 
of the festival, Elkanah and his femily returned to Kamah, 
where the Eternal in His mercy remembered His Eiithful 
servant, and taking from her her reproach in due course of 
time granted her the son for w hich she had so earnestly prayed ; 
and in joyful acknowledgment tbit it was m answer to her 
prayer he had been gi\en, she called bim Siranel, or "asked 
of the Lord." 

The time again Lime romd for Elk-inth ind bis family to 
make their yearly oftenngs m Shilch and by the allusion to 
a TOW of Elkanihs ('ee ^erse 21) we imy mt r that Hannah 
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had of courao imparted to hjin her vow, and received noi only 
iiis unqualified sanclion, but that he was anxious, ia his next 
visit to the temple of the Eternal, himself to confirm it. Wa 
find, too, as we ought previously to have noticed, the day after 
Uannah Lad been to the temple, that they (probably herself 
and her husband) rose up in the morning early, and " worshipped 
before the Lord ;" a worship, possibly, of thanksgiving and 
rejoicing on. the part of both ; on Elkanah'a that his beloved 
wife was no longer sad, oa Hannali's that her prayer was beard ; 
for that it Mas heard, it ia evident she never entertained a 
doubt, long before she could have had proof that it really was 
so. That thb early worship had to do with the vow is, how- 
ever, of course a mere suggesljon : the Word of God is open 
to all ; we would not compel the adoption of anj suggestion, 
to which both reason and feeling cannot give reply. 

Hannah, however, when the time of the yearly sacrifice 
arrived, refused to go up, saying to her husband, " I will not 
go up, till the child is weaned ; and then I will bring him, that 
he may appear before th Lo d d th b' 3 f " 

resolution freely appro* d f ly Elk h D wh t seem tl 
thee good," ho replied, ty till htw dhm 
This incident is a striki fimt fllhhwh ht 

forward in the Second Podf htrv di th 

appearance and the n j p f th f raal p t f 

Jewish household in th T mpl t h fm appo lei 

The history of Elkanah and his family illustrates this law 
cj^actly. That women as well as men were to appear in the house 
of the Lord, and join in his worship, is proved by both Hannah 
and Peninnah, with the latter's children, attending their husband 
to Shiloh ; and that the law to go up thrice a year was only 
binding upon males from the many causes which oiight prevent 
females, particularly mothers, from so doing, we perceive by 
Hannah's tarrying till her child was weaned, and having her 
husband's free permission so to do. 

The time at length came' when in obedience to her volun- 
tary vow, Hannah must part from her boy, and deliver him up 
to the service of the God whose mercy had bestowed him to her 
prayer. Her only one, precious beyond all price ! yet we find 
no hesitatjon, no thought of delay, no idea of forgetting that 
which she had vowed, though the nature of her vow, nay, that 
she had vowed at all, was unknown to all, even to the high 
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priest, who had promised that her prayer should bo grantod 
without knowing what it was. Without hstening to the mater- 
nal anxietjes that must have engrossed her, we find her, directly 
tbe child was weaned, taking him with Ler to Sbilob, and tlirea 
bullocks, and one ephaii of flour, and a bottle of wine,— offer- 
ings from the store, and the field, and the vineyard, — all ia 
exact accordance with the written Law, and they came unto the 
houso of the Lord, and they slew a bullock th«re, and brought 
the child to Eli. " And she said, O my lord, as thy soul liv- 
eth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee here praying 
unto the Lord. For this child I prayed, and the Lo:d hath 
given me my petition which I asked of llim, and therefore also 
bave I lent him to the Lord : as long as he liveth he shall be 
lent to the Lord. And he worshipped the Lord there," — rather 
an obscure phrase, but probably signifying that Eli worshipped 
the Lord, in acknowledginent of His divine goodness, in thua 
permitting his words to come to pass, and ^ving the woman 
that which she desired. 

The prayer, or rather hymn, of thanksgiving in which Han- 
nalt poured forth lier gratitude to her God in a strain of the 
sublimest poetry and vivid conception of the power and good- 
aess of Him whom she addressed, is afordbte illustration of the 
inteUectital as well as the spiritual piety which characterized the 
women of Israel, and which in its very existence denies the pos- 
sibility of degradation applying to women, either iodividually, 
socially, or domesIJcally. Their intellect must have been of a 
very superior grade ; while the facility of throwing the aspira- 
tions of the spirit into the sublimest poetry, evinces constant 
practice in so doing, and proves how completely prayer and 
tlianksgiving impregnated their vital breath. Itia useless quo^ 
ing this beautiful song of pr^se, when the blessed word which 
contains it is open to all classes and ages of readers ; but we 
would beseech our young friends not to be satisfied with this 
uninspired notice, but to turn to the word themselves, and mark 
the soul-felt clinging piety throughout. It is as exact a tran- 
script of the swelling gratitude of a truly pious heart, as her 
prayer before had breathed its bitterness cf grief. Some tiuaa 
are who gladly come to their God ia sorrow, but quire forget 
that the seasons of joy should be devoted to Him as well. Han- 
nah was evidently not of these ; but one of the most perfectly 
spiritually pious characters of the Bible. There was no self- 
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exaltation in her song of praise ; no supposition that for any 
individual worth Ler reproacli had been removed ; or even that 
any peculiarly raeritoricius fervor in her prayer had wrought 
reply. No; all was of the Loed. All came from His exceeding 
mercy — His omnipotent power. It was he who bad made bare 
His holy arm, and to the barren given cliildren. He who gave 
strength to those that stumbled, while the arras of mighty men 
were broken — He who maketh poor, and maketh rich — He who 
bringeth low, and lifteth up — He who klUeth, and maketh alive 
— for " by strength no man shall prevail." 

Nor was it only because she was permitted thus to rejoice, 
and behold the power she exalted, that Hannah so magnified 
the Lord, and believed in His wisdom and love to do all that 
He willed. She must have known and felt all her hymn 
expressed in her time of grief el-e we should not have seen her 
w p p n the court of the Lord's house 

— b J, H £ h must have believed, else she could 

n u h p 

Lo y d n h bean tbo feelings of this ti-ue 

H b w m h wh ned to her house at Raraah, 

gh beuuby hthe high priest, and knowing 
bu h ra n h r might she behold him ; and 

h n n m h h service and caresses of a son, 

b y to k h m la devoted to his God and to Hia 

I w m h h have yearned for the epgaging 
prattle, the caressing playfulness, the lovely looks of chnging 
love, which had so blessed her since his birth ! What a blank 
in her existence must have been his absence ! and what but 
spiritual trust and devoted love to her God, could have brought 
her consolaticn 1 The feelings alike of her human and spiritual 
nature are so exquisitely portrayed by that beautiful delineator 
of wo-nan's spiritual diaracter, Mrs. Hemans, that we can but 
refer our renders to her pages, convinced that it will iud them to 
enter into the full beauty of Hannah's character, and the extent 
of her trial in parting from her boy.* 

Licentiousness and sin had crept into the very bosom of the 
Temple, through the conduct of the high priest's sons. Yet, in 
the midst of impurity, under the too indjilgent control of an 
B-rei man whose laxity of parental discipline exposed him Ui 

• See Mre. Homa-ns's Poetn?, vol. iv, p 1G3. 
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T of the Lord, still was the child Samuel kept pure and 
1 evcu aa he left hia mother's roof, and, whi.e jet a 
child, ministered before the Lord. Hia so doing explains and 
confirms the law of the Nazarite, and singular vow, to which wg 
alluded ia our Second Period, as implying devotion to the 
Lord's service, which even children might perform (see Lev 
xxvii. 6) by some personal service. It is thus we so repeatedly 
£nd the H^i<^aphy,or historical parts of the Bible, containing 
the practioal illustration of the theoretical statutes, exactly as 
Mosea gave them, and so rendering the Holy Scriptures in very 
truth the verified transcript of the Eternal will. Moaos' instruc- 
tiona to tlie elders regarding the practical obedience to the law, 
must have been in exact accordance with that which, being 
written, was, and is still, open to our perusal ; or we should have 
found some traces of its diSerence in the manners and cuatoms 
of our ancestors. Ail, therefore, in Modern Judaism, which ia 
accused of contradicting tte epirit of the eternal holy word, 
cannot have bad its origin in either of the laws, oral or written, 
transmitted by Moses. We are anxious always to notice, as 
forcibly as may be, those portions of the Bible containing the 
practical confirmation of the written laws of Moses, because we 
have heard (though we can scarcely believe it) that the written 
word of the Eternal is pronounced by some aa imperfect and 
incomplete. The promulgators of such a fearful doctrine are 
not perhapa aware that by so doing, and so depriving our 
females and youth of both sexes of their only stay, and strength, 
and consolation, they are opening a wider avenue and offering a 
greater temptation to embrace Christianity, than was ever 
proffered by our opponents. To guard the women of Israel frona 
such insidious danger, we are tempted to wander from ourmain 
subject, whenever the opportunity offers, to give them refuge 
and strength by the conviction that for them, at least, the Word 
of the Most High is all-sufficient, containing, as it does, in the 
historical books, the practical illustration, and in the prophets 
the spiritual explanation, of the whole Mosmc system, whether 
imparted by word of mouth or dash of pen. Of the delivery or 
non-delivery by the Eternal of an oral law, we write not at all 
as it is a subject much too learned and too we ghty f a 
woman ; and we are ready and willing to submit o p ns 
on att points to the wisdom and piety of our vener^bl g 
We only affirm, what we think no Hebrew wil! cont di t, m 1 



.tec bv Google 



as the God of Israel is a God of changeless trutJi and wisdom. 
He would not have desired Moses to write that which speech 
was to deny ; in other words, that eacii law must be so perfect 
and so e\act i counterpart of the other, that in our present 
fapti\o state tl e B ble provided through the eternal mercy for 
tbis very em g ncj must be the key to both laws, and so per- 
fect in tsplt 

Thou h the e 1 onduct of the sons of Eli was well known, 
Hannal d es not aj-peirto have entertained a fear as to the 
effect ot the r e tmple upon the tender years of her child. It 
was not likely that she who, in all her individual joys and sor- 
rows, came to her God in prayer, stould neglect that holy duty 
for the welfare of her boy. She had experienced too consolingly 
the effect of taith and prayer, to doubt them now; and as a 
mother, a Hebrew mother — one whose whole heart was lova 
and priiise to God, we may quite believe that, day and night, 
her meek and humble orisons arose for her boy, that he might 
become all that would make him indeed a fwthful servantof his 
God; for in being such, he would be all her heart could wish. 
Some mothers, indeed, there may be, who, when they send their 
children from them, and provide them with all things needful 
for temporal welfare, think they have done s-ifEirient, and only 
renieraber them with mere human, and consequently perish- 
able, affections ; rejoidng in their prosperity, anxious when ill, 
desirous for them to " got on,"— an emphatic though not elegant 
phrase for the world's success. And if they do all they can to 
forward this " getting-on," in the way of education and lavish 
expenditure, what more could be required of them ! Some will 
answer, " Nothing." Others may feel, as Hannah musl have 
felt, that though their children may no longer be beneath their 
roof— though all of human means is done, to further their 
advancement, what will it all avail without the blessing of the 
Lord) And how may sach blessing bo attained, save with 
faithful and unceasing PBivEB. ! Prayer, that unites us in spirit 
alike with our beloved ones, and onr God. Oh, is there one 
who reaiiy loves, be it as a parent, wife, child, betrothed, or 
friend, and can yjt rest secure and happy without prayer ! If 
we have never prayed before, we must when we feel love. Can 
we love in any single relation of life, and yet not feel the 
craving, the desire, the absolute necessity to pour out our hearts 
to our God for our beloved ones, and in them, for ourselves ! 
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Can we rest quiet, incapacitated, perhaps, from active service by 
eireumstances, and not at least seek to serve by fervent prayer 1 
And if in every relation of life this must be the effect of love, 
ob I more tlmti in any other must we find it in a. mother for a 
child I "What love can be like hers, so watchful, so changeless, 
BO unwearied ! And how may she still the anxious throbbinga 
of her heart, when divided from its earthly treasures, save by 
simple trust and fervid prayer J 

And when we look back on the character of Hannah, as it has 
already been displayed, can we doubt that such were her feelings, 
that she could have supposed merely to leave her child with the 
high priest was sufEcient — that nothing more depended on her- 
self? She who in all things had prayed 3 No, prayer must 
have sanctified her offering, not only when offered, but when 
apart from him. She had naught but prayer for him on which 
to rest. And might it not have been, nay, was it not, that 
mother's prayer, which retained her boy in such pure and lowly 
pietv, in such singleness of purpose and faithfulness of heart, in 
the very midst of the licentioa d L 

before Samuel could have pray df hmlfmtH h 
prayers have ascended for him, d hf bhwhth 
Lord and with men — she had b 

Every time of her visit to Shil hwfidH hb giga 
little coat, or robe, for her child th iv k f h h d 

which had fondly lingered ontl kf mbtmh 

in the periods of absence ; and El bl d Elk h d h 
wife, and said, "the Lord give th d f h w f tb 

loan which is lent to the Lord,' N w th h 1 1 11 ral 
verses after the narration of Ilan h Id to th h 1 t, 

when leaving Samuel with him th w 1 w most p oba- 
bly spoken when he first accepted th ff f th h Id and 

the Lord did visit Hannah, and g ted h th n sons, 
and two daughters, thus powe f Hj p g tb t th Eternal 
ever returns double, and more than d ubi h t wh 1 we 
devote to Hira; be it the affeU tl ttllect, h w II ; or 
that more active sen'ice, char ty d ood w k H nnah 
devoted to Him her all, ber only one, canng not for the conquest 
af self which this resignation of her treasure must have 
deniHnded'; and the Eternal, in His infinite mercy, granted bet 
five in the place of one. And what was it which had originally 
turned aside her reproach, and inclined the Lord towards her! 
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No great wovk — no tniglity sacrifice — no wealthy offering; it 
was none of these, but simple faith and heartfelt prayer. 

With the information that she became the mother of five 
chililren, Holy Writ concludes the liistory of Ilaimah; but 
knowing the longevity of Scriptural characters, we are justified 
in inferiing that she was spared to feel to the full, all the 
happiness whieh her iirst-born's matured character must have 
excited. 

We hear of not one failing from his earliest childhood. We 
read of his unvarying integrity and single- minded obedience 
to the word of his God, from his firet repetiljon to Eli of the 
Eternal's awful sentence, to the conclusioa of his career ; inter- 
fering as that obedience so repeatedly did, with his own private 
feelings, alike towards Eli, in the selection of a king, and in all 
his conduct towards SauL If Hannah lived' until the monarchy, 
she must indeed have been blessed in the innate goodness and 
love, and in the popularity of her child, and have felt that 
in nursing him for the Lord, she had indeed received " her 
wages." 

The history we have been regarding, though brief in itself, is 
yet BO fraught with importance to us as women of Israel, and 
as women in general, that we trust we shall be pardoned for 
dwelling upon it in all its bearings at some length. Forcibly 
as the stories of Naomi and Deborah marked the real positJou 
of the Israelitish women, and proved their powers alike of intel- 
lect, judgment, and spirituality, as well as the deferential light 
in whieh they were regarded by their countrymen, the history 
of Hannah brings their perfect freedom and equality, even in 
the marria^ state, yet more distinctly forward. Deborah was 
inspired to do the will of the Lord ; gifted, extraordinarily and 
expressly, to judge and deliver her countrymen, Naomi was a 
widow, uishackled by either conjugal or household duties, and 
with no relation whatever to interfere with her proceedings. 
Hannah was one of two wives, her husband living, and the head 
of a wealthy houseliold ; consequently, she must have had all 
her part of the domestic economy to look after and perform; 
yet there could not have been the very smallest restraint upon 
either her temporal proceedings or spiritual feelings. She does 
not even ask her hasband'a acquiescence, much less depend 
upon his consent to seek the house of God. Her verji going to 
pray must have excited remark, and even scandal, if such had 
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not been the cotmnon tuatom of the nation. And if women 
were not permitted to pray for tliemselves, Eli would hava 
rebuked lier presumption, and deared her to send her husband, 
as the only chance of her wishes being granted ; instead of 
which, when once convinced she was praying with earnestness 
and in sorrow, he bids her " go in peace," for God would hearken 

Again, had she not possessed perfect fieedom of will and 
action, she could not have vowed her child to God. Unless she 
had been perfectly sure that her husband reposed sufficient 
confidence in her, to abide by her decision, she could not have 
so devoted him, without, as it were, mocking the majesty of 
the Lord, by making a promise which she had not the power 
to perform. 

That her vow was subject to the approbation of her husband, 
we believe, because such deference was commanded in our laiv 
But Elkanah'a full acquiescence throughout, clearly proves the 
high esteem in which he held her. She does not ask even hi» 
permission to remain at home, till her child were old enough to 
be left with the priest. 

In all relating to Samuel, Elkanah was completely secondary. 
Even in the bulloeks, flowers, and wine, provided for the offering, 
it was Hannah who brought and offered them ; Hannah, who 
addressed Eli ; Hannah, who chanted the song of thanks^ving 
to her God ; and Hannah, who devoted her child. The husband 
and father had no more to do with it, than the simple acts of 
acquiescence and approval, which he would not have so unhesi- 
tatingly bestowed, had he not possessed the most perfect ccnfi- 
denpe in the judgment and actions of hla wife. 

That no severe restrictions as to the time, form, or words of 
prayer, existed in the time of Hannah, is proved by her seeking 
the Temple to pray when it was not the appointed time of 
service, when there was no one there but the high priest and 
herself; by her speaking in her heart the words which sorrow 
and entreaty dictated, without any regard whatever to instituted 
forms, which, though indispensable for public service and 
national interests, will not give all that is needed to individuals. 
Eli marked the lips of Hannah move, but he heard no voice, for 
she spake in her heart, and as her heart dictated. And in bet 
song of thanksgiving, tiiough she prayed aloud, still it was from 
the heart alone, 
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Tbat forms of prayer were not needed in the time of Hannah, 
as they are now, we acknowledge ; and also with al! our heart 
and soul do we reverence their institution, and acknowledge 
their full value, both nationally and individually. Many and 
many a one, from incapacity to frame words of payer, would 
be fearfully and painfully bereft, did they not possess the inva- 
luable treasure of words of prayer, framed by good and learned 
men expressly for their use, and hallowed by long years. Wo 
are no advocate for the abolishment of established forms ; for 
fuliy and heartfuljy we feel their sanctity and value. We would 
only beseech oar young sisters to accustom themselves some- 
times in their private hours, to pray and to praise from tho 
heart, not always to depend on printed words ; not, indeed, to 
n^lect the latter, but to hallow and add to them, by individual 
petitions from individual hearts. Self-knowledge must be their 
first step to such secret prayers; for by self-knowledge alone 
can they discover their natural sins, their greatest temptations, 
their most secret weaknesses, their favorite faults. Self-knowledgo 
alone can teach them where they are most likely to fail, and 
where to be unduly elevated; and display broadly and unsof- 
tened, tbe true motives of their every action. Self-knowledge 
alone can teach them their true position with regard to eternity 
and God, and for all these things it is, that every individual 
needs individual prayer, wholly and utterly distinct from 
established forms ; not, as we said above, to take the latter'a 

Slace, but so to be added to them, as to give them life and 
reath. 
The history of'Hannah is all-sufficient for us to be convinced, 
that such individual and heartfelt prayers are not only leffat, 
according to the laws, but aeceplable to the Lord. No restric- 
tions of man can alter or interfere with that which is divine; 
saii, therefore, nothing which may be fold concerning the inefli- 
cacy of individual prayer, unless guided by certain rules, forms, 
and words, can do away with tho consolation and example 
afforded us by the history of our sweet and gentle ancestress, 
alike in tho manner of her prayer and its reply, and m her 
unhesitating, unquestioning, and all-confiding faith. 

We are thus particular, because we would at once remove tho 
fonl stigma fiung by scoffers on our blessed faith, that her female 
children have no power to pray, and are, consequently, soulless 
nonentities before their God ; and bring forward, from the word 
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of God itself, the unanswerable assurance, tliat woman's prayew 
are lieard, and are acceptable to Hfm, needing nothing mure 
than childlike faith in Uis power to hear and answer, and a lov- 
ing heart to dictate the imploring words. It is idle for us to say 
that we cannot pray, for we know not how appropnately to 
address the Supreme ; His awful attributes appal us, and prevent 
all connected words. Such may be the sentiments of those who 
keep the Eternal far from them ; but not of Israel, His first-bom, 
first-beloved, whose very sins have no power to separate him 
from His God, if he will but repent and believe. " Whatnation 
hath God so near them na Israel, in all we call upon Him for? 
were tho precious words of Moses, confirmed by the whole after- 
records of the Bible. — Hagiography, Psalms, Proverbs, Prophets, 
all and every one t«em with the same consoling truth, proeldm 
our God as tovE, the hearer and answerer of prayer, its gracious 
receiver, whenever it comes from the heart, and is offered up in 
faith. " Gall upon me, and I will deliver thee," is the blessed 
assurance repeated again and again, in different modes of expres- 
sion, in every part of tho Bible. It is folly, it is guilt to keep 
away from prayer, under the misleading plea that God is a 
being too pre-eminently holy to be approached. Did we but 
really love Him as He commands, with heart, and soul, and 
might ; did wa but trust in Uiiii, as Abraham did, when " his 
fei3i was accounted righteousness ;" we should find words enough 
wherewith to pray and praise. Love would brinff us to Him, 
believing and rejoicicgiu that inexhaustible love which would in 
such infinite merw bend down its reviving rays on us, and lift 
un the wearied spirit, till it found rest on the healing sympathy 
of its all-compassionating God, 

It was thus that Hannah came to Him, loving Him, trusting 
Him, jet more than she loved and confided in her husband, the 
nearest and dearest tie on earth. She did not think herself too 
unworthy to approach and beseech Hiro, because she knew that 
the Law which she obeyed, and the whole history of her people, 
teemed with His invitations so to do, and His promises to answer. 
Khe came to Him, because she knew he loved her, and would 
have compassion ; and because she so loved Him, that it was fat 
easier to pour into His gracious ears her silent sorrows than 
breathe them unto man. She came to Him, because she not 
only loved, but believed with such a pure and ehild-Uke faith, that 
when the high priest bade her " Go in peace, and God grant 
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theo % petition," she returned to her own home so calmly, so 
trustiuglv, that she " did eat, and her countenance was no mora 
ead :" — words that convince us how fully she must have believed 
when she prayed, and not only then, Int through her lifetime, 
for faitb is of no instantaneous growth. It is a plant so foreign 
to this cold, sceptical, questioning woild, that it must be nursed 
and tended into life ; it must he a Jiabil, not a feeling ; it must 
attend our every prayer, our every spiritual aspiration, or when 
most needed, it will ImI us, and plunge ua into gloom. 

But it may he asked in what need we have such perfect and 
constant f'dth. Ilannah's position will not hear upon us now, 
as we have neither high priest nor Temple, nor any visible mani- 
festations of the Eternal's interference in human affiiirs. Wo 
haie not, indeed; but we have still His Wohd, the Bible, 
wherein so to learn His attributes. His promises, that during our 
captivity we need no more; for if we disbelieve that Word, no 
pnpst, no temple, no apparently visible reply, mould give us the 
tdith we need, and which Hannah ^/"oweii. 

We need fiuth to believe that God is love, and our soids 
immortal ; that every precious promise iu His word is addressed 
as emphatically to ua indivtdually as to us nationally; to feel 
that there is another and a brighter World, where "eye hath 
not seen, neither hath ear heard, what He hath prejjared for those 
that love ffim." Fdth to know that we are individually object 
of His love and care, as surely as that every blade of glass and 
invisible insect are alike the work of Ills hand, and the constant 
renewal of that power which at a word called forth creation. 
We need fiiith, to discern the workings of an eternal Love and 
infinite Goodness in the History of Man, Past and Present ; to 
mark through the evil which ia often alone visible, the further- 
ance of that Bivine Will and Perfect Good, which runs as a 
silver thread through the darkest web, and links this world with 
heaven — man with God. 

It is for all these things we need Faith : that faith which, 
insWad of banishing Season, welcomes and rejoices in her as her 
companion and handmaid. Faith may exist without reason ; but 
let reason attempt to exclude faith altogether, let the materialist 
and scoffer laugh and mock at all things which cannot be sub- 
Btantially proved, and on his bed of death what shall support 
him J Let him expliun, if he can, birth and death, tbe begin- 
ning and the end; and then, and not till thpn, may he contfmn 
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and deride those who, contented to be less vi-ise and less in(^iiir- 
ing, walk calmly and happily througii this dark valley of earth 
wiii the angel, Faith, at their side ; sending up their lowly peti- 
tions on his aspiring wings : and calmly sinking, when the tale 
of life is done, secure, through fifth's simple readings of tlie word 
of God, of that everlasting bliss which awaits him in another 
and purer world. 

With the history of Hannah our Third Period concludes ; and 
from the length with wliich we have treated each separate notice, 
we have little further to add, save tlie earnest hope that an 
impartial and unprejudiced study of all that wo have brought 
forward, will convince our readers, that no law for the degradation 
and heathenizing the Women of Israel could have had esistwice 
from the Exodus to tlie Monarchy ; that therefore all statutes to 
that effect, wliich may be quoted, must be Human not Divine, 
and cannot be charged to tie Law of God, or regarded as 
characteristic of the manners and customs of His people. 

To us, as women, the whole of the Third Period teems with 
guidance and consolatJon, and, as Women of Israel, must satisfy 
us with the confirmation of our equality and elevation. Shall 
we, then, feel ashamed of the &ith which provides such laws, 
and the lineage which counts such characters as Deborah, 
Naomi, and Ilannah, amongst our ancestry ! Shall we prefer 
listening to the mistaken zeal which would persuade us that, as 
Hebrew females, we are lowered and degraded, and can only 
become spiritually free by deserting the Mth of our ancestors, 
to looking through the Word of God, and, tracing our privileges 
there, make it our glory to reveal them, through our faith and 
conduct to the whole Gentile world 3 Oh ! will not every woman 
nerve heart to prove that her religion comes from that God of 
Love and Truth, whose words once spoken wiH last for ever, 
whose Law once given will know no change ; that she has in 
that faith enough to give her strength to live, and hope to die ; 
aye, and to glory in that blessed Law which cared for womac 
first, and will care for her for ever ? 
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CaiTICISHS OH BEACE AGDILAE'S WOEKS. 

SOXE JJ^JXHJJ fCJe.— " Grace AgaMia wnrte and epoVe as one Inspired ; 

niie eraidenwd tnd flpirltosliBei anfl »¥^^0>™fffit» and feelmes were 

Bteaped In Uk emnceor celestial tovo and ttntlL To ttoae who reairy knew 

QraMAgnllar, all onli^nni lfcn»,fllioit of hM aeserte,andBhe has lelV ei 



IdaDk In her 



srOTBJER'S REOOMFBlfSE.—" ' The Mother's RecompenBe' forma a 
flUiog close to ita predeoesBor, ■ Home Inflponee.' The raaiilis of jnatemul 
laro are fnlly developed, ile rich rawarda toe net furUi, and liB leBboo and 
ita moral are powertiflly enforced."— Jfiwvisnff.^*- 

WOM,±S'S FRJCEJfBSHIP^" Wo congratnlale Mina Agnilar on tho 

KomT Theae, connected with the ekill here evinced in Uieir development, 
inanretHeBBCceasofherlabora."— iSu*ateiiJiftm». 

rAEEOPCED.4BS.— "The anthoreaa of this moat fliBCinatlneTolnme has 
selected fur herfleld one of the moat remarhalilo eras In modern hn-lory— the 
reiena of Ferdinand and laabolla. The tale tnma on the eilraordmaij ea- 
lent to which concealed Jndaism bad eained footlneatthat period in Spiin. 
It iB marked by much power of descnption. and by a woman's dolicaeyof 
touch, Bad it will add to ita writer's well-eanied repatatlon."— £W«iifl Sen. 
__ -" The tale ia well told.tlielnterestwardilyanatained 
and the delineation of fomale character ia marked by a deliaite 
aenae oi moral beauty. H in a work that may be conUdcdto thabanda Ola 
daughtetbj her parent "—Cbari Journal. 

SOME SCEWES.— " Grace Agnilar knew the temoie heart better than any 
writer of onr day. and In every fiction flrom her pen we trace the aame 
maeterljamilysiaanddevelopmentoftliemoUvosaud feelioss of woman's 

■ork that IsBufKcient of itself to cfEatc and 
:. Ball. 
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VALE OE CEDARS. 
WOMAN'S FRIENDSHIP 



1 vol., limo, Elaslraled, price SI, tuith a Menwir of the AvUvir, 

HOME INFLUENCE, 

By QEACE AQUILAE. 



CB Agnilar wrote Bnfl fpoko ae one inspl^i; siio i™^^""^,^ ™1 
Ized and aU her tliongbla and feelings ivere stcepea in the .eBcenca 
t^MleaC^fliyolma tiuth. fo those ":ho '*?lljt"t" ^taw A£.,^. all 
Stodnm ftll. short of her deserts, anfl ^^^ ""Ll fliii^'nn^- Pa^Z^T^ 
walk oflltBHiUirB. which we necet espect to see filled up. —i'ilgnmagee m 

"Aol«»erandlntere8tlnets,1e, coneBpondinffwe^ to itpname, umatrat 
^ncten the'mort aiverae."— CArtsiion Lady'i MagasHie. 

"This lnt«re«HiigTOlumB nnqneationably ""i'?'°=3!i^^°'J'^,^'°*' 
ondomefltloednciiESn, laoclipoweriidwnUiie, and a moral ol vast impor 

"It la Tec7 pkiMMit, after teaflins a hoot to apeak of H 1° tenns of tteh 
fommendaUOTirTliriaie before ns is an admSraWe ™«l8°!I -.Jf . «,f,™ 
with taete and ability. The langnfl^e Is teautlful and agf^^-'^^g 'th^ Cds 
SfrtUS'^ta^^eaSto ?toS" training of the^yoath[ulinlnd."-iW 
labium. , , .. _ ,. . 

•• In MVlewlnE Ihls work, we hardiv know what words i" the EijKhf.h 
lanRnace are BtroWenouirh to eiprefs the admiratloH we have felt In its 
pemsaf."— ifuoia OSronlcfe. 

"The object and end of the writln'EB ot Qraoe Agn"»J ,wf™ '°.!"P'!^3 
the liPflrt. and to lead her readers to the cooBlderatlon ot higher motiTCB aad 
creels tlian Ihls world can ever afford."— Beii's WeeUy Messsager. 

" • Home Inflnence' wiU not be forgotten bj any who lave pcmsed it."— 

" A well-taiown and valuable tale,"— ffni(femoii'« Hagazlne. 

"A work which poaseasoa an eitraorflinarj amount of Inflnence to elevate 
?n^e°noi^rto''Zr^a*f^rSa^^t^^a??w^dlV™.'^S"^l^1pT^^^ 
lo (he eatlafactinn of the conscience, tbe approval of the good, and the hopa 
and certainly of biiaa hereafter."— i&rto (Maity Press. 

New yort : D. APPISTOK & CO. 
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aiiACi: AGUILAKS WORKS. 

The Vale of Cedars- 

THE MARTYR. 



By GIiAC£! AQUXLAB. 
With XllustmUona. 1 vol., iSmo. Cloth, $1.00. 

" Tho anthorees of this most fnaclnating volnme ha? selected for her field 
ore or the moat remarkahle eraa In modern hlatoty— the relms of Ferdi- 
nand and leahella. The tale mrnfl oo t&e eitrflordijiary eitent to ivhii^li 
conoealed Jadaism had gained foolinK at that petJoS in Spnin. It is raarkod 
bj nidch power of deaeription, and bj B woman's deUcaoF of toneh, and It 
will add to its writer's well-eataed tepntaiioa."Sclectlc Jteiiieur. 

" The Bcene or this inlcroatln" 
andlaahella. The Vale of Ceflan 

pelied hy persecution to petrnrni tneir reii^oua ntea witn tne utmost 
Bnereey. On the singnlar position of this feted rata la the moat Oatliolio 
land of Earope, tho inlerest of the tale mainly dependa; whilst a few 
elimpscs of the horcora of the terrCWs Inquisition are afforded the reader, 
and heighten the Interest of the narrative."— .SftaJ3«'a Magas^. 

" Any thing which proceeds from the pen of tho anthoreas of this volnme 
la ante to command attention and appreciaUon. There is so mnch of deli- 
cacy and retLoement Hbont her atylo, and auch a tftithful delineation of 
natnre in all tho attempta, that atao 1ms taken her place amongst the highest 
cJaas of modem writers of fiction. We consider tills to be one of llisa 
ABoilar'a heat efilirts."— SeJF* Weeklii Miii^eer. 

"We heartily tommend the work to our readers aa one eihlbilbig, not 
merely talent, but genina. and a di%ree of earneetoess, fidelity to Nature, 
nnd artiado grace, rarely thnnd."— ^rto County Frets. 

" The ' Yale of Cedars ' is indeed one of Uie most touching and Interest- 
ing stories that have over Issued from the press. There la a Ofe-liko roaUty 

It we f61t as It we were witnoeBos of the various acenea it depicts."— £i«!t« 
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